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THE DESERT LAND AWACT

ACACCORDINGCORDINacording to reports from califor-
nia the new desert land law hashaa
beenteen used already for the purpose
of making some enormous land

that state and it is sug
9seatedested that the passage of the bill
was a job which mayway have been
the case as many laws are pushed
through congress on the strength
of fhethe jobbery theythey may be made
to covercover

ia the necessity for the pawpampassageragesage of
the new law is not very apparent

ahejhb ruling principle of the sale of
government lands excepting the
railway grants which are now re-
grettedgret ted by many citizens has been
totpproviderovde citizens who are not cap-
italistsita lists with homes and farms on
this principle the prepropreemptionemption and
homestead aasads were distinctly

endedfound td and in this view the
amount of land that could be pre
empted or homesteadeded by any one
citizen was prudently limited to a
maximum of a quarter atsection of

acres or hairhalf a mile
tilethe desert land bill provides that
lands requiring irrigation to pro
duce a crogcrop mamayy be bought of the
government in parcels of one sec-
tion of ncresor one mile square
any person entering such land be
ing required to conduct water upon
biauia claim for irrigation and reclam-
ation within three years and bhee
must havebave the righttight to the water
previously to the enterenteringinglug of the

jandland before secsecuringtiring the title to
the land he must thotha regis-
ter lindand receiver bf the reclamation
ofbr the landhind claimed

the bill was rather loosely put
togethertokethar it is not stated whatwhal
shansharl be comcowconsidered reclamation
sufficientlent to entitle the entererentered to a
litlelitiestutitlefizfth if sufficient water must be
conducted upon the land to irrigate
the abole section BOso as- toasto produce

ditlah Eigilcultural cropcrap and the whole
section must be so irrigated and
cultivated within three years then
it is a serious matter involving a
largelargoargeargo amount of expense and few

purepereons would have spare capital
that they could employ iuin that
way hence this bill could be con-

sidered as of advantage to capital-
ists and speculatorsspeculatois only and
would rather tend to operate to the
disadvantage of poorer citizens
peeking homeshowes and fariusfanus as it is
reported to be doing in california

it would probably be a good
thing if that latelato law were repealed
lextnext sessionbesdon efof congress or at least
modified so aaas to be more definitenite
jnla its provisions and made more
divelylikilkely to benefitbenent the hardy pioneer

seeking honhorhomerieskiep than capicapt
latetate andaud speculators bieBlemeantime

1
antime

theibb general land office aatt wash-
ingtonln ton might perhaps do some
lhingthing towards checking the opera-
tionsdiundioneions of wethe land speculators by
vaiebalepublishing the construction which
tthe landnand office would put upon
the law so that thetho public might
be better informed as to what
would be held as the precise au-
thoritativethorl tati 0 meaning of the new
law

A quarter section of land that
needs irrigation seems to be a tract
large enough of government landhaid
to be sold td one personpt for a farm
andnd homestead ifit instead of

the extent of government
land purchasable by a citizen on
reclamation the terms of obtaining
ia title hadhail been made easier where
such land was desert land needing
irrigation the bill would have
been a more sensible one and would
have beenpeen far more conduconduciveelveeive to

thotheue public good than the
present one either the ulti-
matemate purchasing price might
havehave been lowered on evidence of
reclamation of the whole acres
or title might have been conveyed
to the clclaimantalmant for the whole quar-
ter section on his actually convey-
inging upon the quarter section with-
in a certain time water to irrigate
and oniori his using it upon and culti-
vating a portion of the quarter sec-
tionnon say ten twenty or forty acresaeres
of it according to circumstances
this would have been an encour-
agementa to many people to pre-
emptempt homestead and reclaim
desert lands who cannot take ad
vallagelugelage of the present law allowing

acres to be entered in one body
andandaud purchased by onone epersonperson on his
conducting cateronwater on it and reclaim-
inginglug it besides on vast quantities
of desert lands there 19ibis19 not water
available at any expense so far aaas

la18 known to irrigate anddud reclaim
inmorelre than a smallemail portion thereof

the late lawlawn therefore if not re
pealed might be modified consider-
ably to the advantage of a great
number of plopio citizens in
the various states and territories
to which the law applies
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IF THE MORMONmoemon PEOPLE HAD

TAKEN OUR ADVICE

tuTHEE omahomaha heraldheraldala of may
says I1

the mormon people are blind
people to insist upon polygamous
practicespractices in this country if theytadiadhad taken omaha advice
years ago and put the obnoxiousous
un american un chriatian
aution in abeyance utah haabhad beeneen
a state now and the people thereof
would have been at peace with all
the world y

we do not think the mormon
people are BOso blind as some olberother
people think they are on

1
theaonththeeoonedoneoncon

arary we think the mormonscormonsMormons seeseeeee
clearly many thingsjn towto

I1
whichhlic6 thethie

mass of mankind are ibobliviouslivious
the mormon people simply

ininsistslat upon polygamous marriage
for themselves leaving all othenether
people to enjoy the samepame libertyliberti to
insist upontipon their own particular

1 kinds of marriage qor non marriage
if they choose nrfar themselves
the MormonmormonsMormonsmong thus take no lib-
erty that they are not perfectly
willing all other citizens should
edaenjoyoy which is fair and in the line
of civil and religious eqequalityallty

the omaha hetalAeralgeraldsds advice is
good enough for those deoppeople who
approve of it but if it does not
commend itself to thetho consciences
of the cl mormon peoplepeoples they will
not be justified in takingfaking it and
of such are the facts in the case

we do nobnot seeeee why Ppolygamous
marriage should be ob-
noxious to honorable people jo
body is compelled to tatakeke more
than one wife nobody idIs compel-
led to take even one li Is a mat-
ter of individual choice of con-
science of religious Ofscruples and
the religious scruples ufaupa polygam-
ist should be held asai sacred as
those of a monogamistor a celibate
why not some of the best men
that ever lived have been in their
time celibate a monogamists and
polygamists have lived inlif all three
conditions and all with the express
favor of heaven then wbchyy ob-
noxious to man

if polygamous marriage is un
americanAmericanj what does that matteimattel
america does not yetet monopolize
every good thing in the world and
will not at present thothermthere are
many good bilings which are not
ameramericanamerleanI1 can but ought to be and
will be before americansamericana become
perfect models for the imitation antland
emulation of the rest of mankind
but fAlmormon polygamy is ame-
rican essentially american it
originated in america and per-
haps could not have originated
in europe nor is it practicedpractised theethele

polygamy certainly is not un-
christian it came to the biormor
mons as an integral portion of the
gospel of christ there is no recree
ord that jesus Christeve baidsaid one
word in condemnation of it he
was of polygamous3 lineage he
was born in a polygamous nation
whose polygamy was established
by divine revelation through their
ancient prophetprophets6 and the founders
of their nation and tribes Their very
tribe names were those of a polyga-
mous family their great pro toty
palpai father wan a polygamist the
idea that polygamy laIs unchristianchristianun
Is un e-gregiousgregiouslous mistake on the
contrary it is a eminentlypreeminentlypre
christian and scriptural kind of
marriage

it is not nitequite so certain that
utah would haveave been a state ere
this hadland polygamy been put in
abeyance by the mormonscormonsMormons
many of their worst urlbilenemiesemles have
expressly declared that polygamy
is one rfef the least bisections urged
agaagainstinist the mormon people and
lsisis19 really set up and dwelt upon
more as a bugbearbug bear to prejudice ex-
cite and frighten people

polygamy is no real objection to
utah being a state no one has
the right to makemae or consider it as
an objection if utah presents an
approved republican form of gov-
ernmenternment with sufficient population
desiring to have a state governgovernmentment
and competent to support the same j

that Is hllall thetho constitution and le-
gal precedent require

mormon jolyjoiypolygamygamy is a part
of the religion of the AlMormormonmonmou
people with which congress has
nothing to do and therefore that
body cannot consistently make
that form of marriage a bar to ad-
mission into the union

if theAlormons were to abolish
polygamy the probability is that
they would be less respected than
they now are who would codcofconsiderisider
a people entitled to respect if they
gave up one of the principles of
their religion and violated the
convictions of theirthethoirownown conscien-
ces for the earthly honor of having
a state government what is there
in a state form of government wor-
thy to be put in the scale against a
conscience void of towards
god and mauman utah will have
a state government perhaps

soon as her people I1 are
thoroughly ready for it she will
probably enter theUn fanlan as a state
as soon as the union is thoroughly
nitbit for her to enter it what need
then for any undue hurry in the
matter especially what need for

hurry as will necessitate the
abandonment of fundamental re-
ligious principles in order to secure
a state government we see none
at all

the people of utah are at peace
with all the world peace on earth
good will to man is their special
mission if all the world 16lanotnot at
peace with them then let all the
world see to it and seek the ways
of peace more diligently pursue
them more assiduously aandn d learn
to practise them more perfectly
the 1 mormonsMor mons will not quarrel
with the world if thethem world does
not quarrel with them

in conclusion wowe may thank our
omaha contemporary for its ad
vice well meant and kindly given
tthough we be constrained to decline
takitakingngitit adviceaddice is always admis-
sible and oftensoften acceptable yet it is
not always incumbent on the re-
ceiver to adopt never ao when
his conscience tells him to dodo utilerbillerother-
wise

THE CHRISTIAN
oatesCATESSyl PARITY OF

11

TTHEtueim 72 M has
the following i i

thethe church organ of this city
in its issue ofef april ath replying
to the nevlewhew york herald on the
mormon question says the
polygamyamy of the cormonsmormons isis an in-
tegral

in
part of their jelljollreligiongionglon a por-

tion of their religious worshiplp
chich congress sayssass shall be lettleft
entirely free thelotheio shall be no pro-
hibitionhibihibl tion of the free exercise thereof
and if the practice of polygamyy is
a partcart of hiihaih religion then liehe is
constitution ady entitlededed to the free
exercise of that part of his religion
as much as any other part by
parity of reisoreasoningning blood atone-
ment

ne
abo murdemurder of Gentlgenilgentilesls aandnd

other likeuke rites of this church must
not bobe inerluerinterferedanred with by congressColcongressgress
or the courtscoults 1

there is neither parity of rasonreason
ading logic common 8senbenenseensosenornor com-
mon honesty in the above quoted
comment of the advocate chris-
tian though it professedprofesses4 to be

the constitution guarantees free-
dom of religiousel exercise not free-
dom of religious faith alone and
it also guarantees that no person
shall be lepdeprivedrived of lifelire liberty or
property without due process of
law

marriage is considered by the
mormonsMorIMor mons 11 in common with

many other religionists as a strict-
ly religious exercise act ceremony
or ordinance and therefore as com-
ing under those things which con-
gress is constitutionally forbidden
to prohibit freedom in for this
very sufficientlelent reason then it is
rightly contended that congress
has no authority to enact laws pro-
hibitinghibi the free exercise of mar-
riage in utah whether it be mono-
gamous br polygamous

but in their blind zeal shallow
minded persons like the editor of
the christianCht istian advocate straight-
way jump to the silly conclusion
that any act which mayway be called
a religious exercise or a religious
rite or ceremony maymayl by parity
of reasoning be claimed to be be-
yond the constitutional prohibitory
purview of congress these hasty
persons forget that congress is ex-
pressly permitted by the constituii
llonlion to make laws prohibiting and

punpunishing1ashing acts which deprive other
people of life liberty or property
without due process of law whether
such deprivation be termed a relitell

act or not yea that the con-
stitutionstiution itself expressly prohibits
those things

if a mailman commits murder and
callsealis it a religious hytheact he deprives
his victim of ilfelife without due pro-
cess of law which the constitution
expressly forbids

if a man deprives another man
of libertylibel ty without due proprocessceis of
law and callscalk that a religious act 1

the former does that which the
constitution expressaly forbids

if a man robs another man of
money or property and calls it a
religiousiouslous act the former does that
which the constitution expressly
foifor bids him to do

butiabut if a manamari marries a woman
and desdoes jtit as a religious act he
thereby deprives no one ofor lifelire
liberty or property and the con-
stitutionution prohibits congress from
making any law prohibiting his

i freedom in that religious act
if that man marries another wifewire

as a religious act he thereby de-
prives no person of life liberty or
property either lawfully or unlaw-
fully and ththe8 constitution ex-
pressly prohibits congress from
passing any law prohibiting his
freedfreefreedolindomInin such reftreligiousiouslous exercise

though Coricongressgress is thus forbid-
den to make any law prohibiting
marriageg as a religious exercise
whether monogamous or polyga-
mous congress is perfectly com-
petent to pass a lawjaw faustain
ing marriage whether monmonoga-
mous

oga
or polygamous and the

issue thereof unless the provision
prohibiting congress from making
any law respecting an establish-
ment of religion should be held to
be prohibitory in this present con-
nectiontion yet if that provision
should not besobe so held a supportive
act of congress could be of little if
any positive value for that which
the constitution expressly allows
hardly needs further supportsupportingIlIg by
an act of congreCongrems the constitu-
tional prevision where properly re-
spectedspec ted being anall allali sufficient
guarantee of the of the
citizen

it is tobeto be hoped the subject is a
little plainer now to the editor of
the christian advocate

ii A BUDDHIST at

tueTHE new york deraldherald of april
30 notices the arrival in that city
of woo ching dootoo a chinese of
rank and education as a sort of
buddhist missionary though0 notnota a

I1

buddhist priest he claims that
the chinese are not heathen in
any sense ofof the word that their
religion is the same in all essential
points as that of the christians
that the principles christ taught
are most excellent and should be
followed that the chinese people
feel very grateful to the americans
for sending them missionaries and
wish to send some here in return
aoso that the american people callcan
learn the true principles of budd-
hismhism that godgoa prepares religionsreligious
to suit diliditlerentbrent nationnations that manma
can be saved by inelnesincerityIncerity of work
that the almighty does not intend
to take care of a few persons and
leave countless millions to perish
that the missionaries in china do
great to that nation in the
reports they send home that they
comocome in contact with thothe lower
classes and judge the whole people
by them that few of the mission-
aries understand buddhism abbt
buddhism is the only religion of
the chinese nation that the bud-
dhist religion hadbad all the ten
commandments of moses long be-
fore moses existed that the gold-
en rule of jesus was taught by the
moral philosopher confucius
years before jesus was born wong
ching foo in reply to a question
concerning chinese moralsmorais said
1I challenge any man to say that
he ever heard a chinese man wo-
man or child take the name of al-
mighty god in vainvall unless it was
in the english language after he
had become demoralizedemoralizeddY

wong ching foo mastered the
english language at school in
washington D CU in 1863as and is
now lecturing annewin new york

the sacramento
udon of maybray I1 says that ex sennsena
torfor W G brownlow parson
brownlow died april 30 sudden-
ly at knoxville tennessee his oad
home at thetho age of seventy two
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it iais stated that the patent on
the feed notion in sewensewing0 ma-
chines expires forever on maulMAUIthe ath of
this may

sremgremfrom7rem her experience in flor-
ida mrsmra H B stowe is conNinconvincedeedced
that thethie worst of indians mairmatrmay be
civilized and that they readily
learnkarn commercial ways

1

the helenahelona independent1 says
AAs cannon received votes

and baskin biltbut it would
beem that the present quarrel iais
purely factious i1 t

A states paper sayspays a few
ladies of fashion andauw of sense are
hahaving their walking suits mamadede
wwithth a single skirt short enough to
Cestapeescape the ground and with the
brelan jacket

the newyorknew york ardd lids
the following it is saidbaid that
turkish baths and the drinking of
milk in which figs have been
stewed will cure cancer pheththe mashena
of figsfigg hitshas been applied as ia poul-
tice

poul-
iI1 in some cases

here is one way af manifest
inglug outrageous rascality four
men rode into tilo texas a few
mamornings ago saturated everything
in the courthousecourt house wlwithth coil oildil
tiredfird it and rode iluliuquietlylety ayayaway the
records were all destroy ed

the london saysbays
that the rightt to vote has made the
english masses more manly and
has caused a desire firfor general edu-
cation in this country tiieflip right
to vote seems to have made many
of the people more wicked

the toledo blade says it
sounds like hallow mockery for
moody to be warning boston young
ladies against marrying unbelieversbelieversun
when there are women in
massachusetts who cannot get any
husbands at all

the oakland cafcalcat trans-
cript

2 ans
crecripa speaking of a recent divorce
and alimony gasecase in this atycity says
that the decisions that have allowed
her plaintiff alimony heretofore
have been opposed to the lanlavlawian as it
exists in every state and they
beemseem to bhavohavea been renderedtendered on the
ground that the defendant had no
legal rights anyway

the washington scarstar sayssaya
poorapor little mrs gaines isls not out
of the wwoods yet the decision of
judge billingsings is not final an ap-
peal will DObe taken to the supreme
court of the united statesstate and the
new orleans democrat thinks that1

owing to the encumbered condicondlconditiontiontiou
of the docket jtit can hardly be reach-
ed before three years or morewore

at the walnut street thea-
tre philadelphiaia five actresses of
aimeee troupe werevere assigned oneohe
dressidressldressingDg room divided into five
sections and each lady was hiin-
structedted not to encroach on hebec
eions of her fellows but encroach-
ment ensued and milesallies brlanBrian clait
hud omont quarrelledquarrelquai reliediddled and fought
the latter being knocked down
kickedkieke d and left minus her blond
whig thetha churls werevereyere to settlefettleettieettle
the matter s

Professor swing of chicago
saysrays an english writer who may
bbe pardoned hishia national pride be
causeecausse he has good reason for being
proud has just said the english
have certainly wonwort thir proud
eminence in europe and indeed
all over the world by their national
integrityintes rity and truthfulness the
innate loyalty to flutyduty to right-
eousness anuana to fidotfidelitylity of word
and deed is a national quality
hence it was that the english race
was the first to make efforts forthenorfor the
crushing of the slave trade the firtfirst
to recognize the rights of free en-
quiry and free speech the first to
emancipate from political disabili-
ties the nonconformist the catho-
lic the jew 1

the san francisco chronicle
of may 1 says concerning desert
land grabs an agent of certain
large capitalists having secured
the signatures of hlahia friefriendslids to a
considerable number of applica-
tions started on friday last for a
remote section of the state for the
purpose of filing claims covering a
large area of land but the hextnext
day saturday the aid of the teetele-
graph waswaa called into requisition to
stop the fitingoffilinfiling ef the applications
the chief manipulators having be-
come demoralized at the prospect
of seeing their names lain print in
connection with eoso iniquitous a
pprojecthect public opinion has al-
ready pronounced the desert land
law a swindle and the next con-
gress will probably be constrained
by an irresistible popular sentiment
to repeal it


