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THE WRIGHT MURDER CASE I

On Tuesday afternoon ththe Wright I

murder trial commenced before
I

Judge Judd the prosecution calling
Lee Cropper who testified that he
livedJIved in DDesereteret and was wwelllJ ac-acac-acac-
quainted fa-

c

II

with ththe deceadeceasedd SorenSore-
n Christensentunt en After the killing-
s

killing
s Wright came to my house and said I

s HeresHeroes the man who killed Soren
ClarlChristensen I said I guess notnot

3 imagining hebe meant hisbis boy who
was with him He said YesYes I
shotmothot him and I have comeCOBle to givegive-

rr mymyselfelf upu p I am justice of the
peace In Deseret lI went up to where

i the wagwagoncn was my brother Wise
f1 cChopperr was there he heard the-

Y

th-
e

the
Y shooting when it occurred on lifting

a up A qquilt in the wagon my brother
t sawea-aw a pistol Christensenu was lying

across a spring seat on his back he-

leas
he

wasleas shot in the left side of the head

IwI sawaw MrsAirs CluisChristensen the murmur-mur-
d

mur-
dereddderedled mansman's wife she had bloodWl-W-and brainsbraine iniB her hair there were
two little children with her one of
thembem was an infant

Wise CropperCroppr was next calledaIled and
f

J stated that Wright went to his
g house on the morning of the killing
xt salanil asked him for some powder

that a man had threatened hisbis life
and behe proposed to be ready to de-dede-

fend
dede-

fendfendfeud hihimselff I heard the shooting
subsequently ththe same day and
Id tStot the wagon Mrs ChristenChristen-Christen-

son
Christ-

ensonea wasraa sittingBitting on ththe
s-
pringspring seat-

h

seat
fh crying What shall I do What

sealball II do the body of Christenseno-n n
wow on theReatthe seatHeat 1 helped the woman

11 Ut the wagon and then got into
theUIe wagon to raise up the body sawsaw-
af a Texas bulldog there on the bottom
of the wagon the shot entered the
leftJet neekeek and had blown off the top

bead saw some of Ihthe blood

i theandf t4 hairha r off the1 Q deadlai l manlr InIn thethe-
r

H-H
r hairbair of Mrs Christensen

G W Cropper was called and de-dede-
posed

d-eposed to Beseeinging the tragedy and
thenUlen telling Wright to give himself

f up helped the woman out oflIf the
wonwagon the pistol my brother picked
up was not loaded I was yards

J frOm the wagon when the shooting
rrr occurred

4Christinahristinah ChristensenChristensen the wife ofof-
-

o-
f theue deceased testified as88 followsIfollows II-

amam the wife of the dead man amam-
I 28 years of aage my husband was

67 we went to church the day of
the shootinghooting on our rreturnturn while
going down the road on the waymyrlhomelomeome we met Wright he told my

r husband to stop the team and
O wantedanted him tot take back what he

saidid in the morningng my husband
saidaidId UI aint goingoing to and added

Ii ItsVs a shamesham forlor you to come with
P gunn when I have got my family

with methe Shoot away if you
thentheu shot anddart Wright my I

husband fell down on the seat hewwas the last time I1 noticedi

him he didn't have anything inin-

ii his hand that I noticed but I1 was
fefearfully scared

examinedCross I turned my
head away when Wright shot tI was-
so

waswas-
oso80o excited I dontdon't remember just

G d what was said they had a quarrel1
bat morning at Ed WalkersWalker's afler-

-
afle-

r
after

r quarrel my husband went and
1livAitA pistol we did not rreturn homehomeI I

samename way we went we went i

7 a

by WrightsWright's in the morning at
which place my husband stopped
and went in at Ed WalkersWalker's my
husband spoke first my husband
said he was going to make Wright

I payJay the debtdebt buthut did not say he
would kill him if he didn't my hushus-hus-
band

hus-
band

hus-
bandband had two wiwivesves besides me and
several chilchildrenren

This closed ththe testimony for theprostprosecution and the defense being
taken by surprise at the brevity of
the PeoplesPeople'sPeoplesPeople's case they asked for a
recess They were granted tenton minmin-min-
utes

min-
utes

min-
utesutes respite at the termination of
which they opened their case by
calling Joseph A Ray who was
sworn and said I resided at Dese-DeseDese-
ret

Dese-
ret

re-t Dese--
retret several yeayears and know Wright
his reputation for peace and quiet
was good On the othotherr hand Sor-SorSor-
ensen

Sor-
ensen

Sor--
ensen S-orensen was a quarrelsome and dandan-dan-
gerous

dan-
gerous man never heard of his
shooting anybody

Lee Cropper ttestifiedtitled to the good
reputation of the defendant and the
bailbalf reputation of the deceased

Wiseise Cropper Henry Rogers
Joseph BlachBIsch Thomas Cropper and
HansHaDs Petersen all testified to the
same effect

Mr Petersen said I had a concon-con-
versation

con-
versation

con-
versation with the deceased on the
Jayday of the shooting He asked me
for a pistol he said he had jumped
a man for a debt he owed and thethe-
man

the-
man

the-
manman had refused antiand he wanted
the pistol to fix him he also
asked for some cartridges Black
told deceased that he wouldn't sell
him the pistol an I1 he said Well
I can get one somewhere else

examinedCrossexaminedCross It wasWM BlBlacksBlack'sck's
pistol he wanted deceased said he
wanted the pistol in order that he
might be prepared for any emeremer-emer-
gency

emer-
gencygencyKency he was a dangerous manman-manaman-
man

man-
man

man aa-

manman that would draw an ax or a
pistol on a man

W RB Black said I was in Dese-DeseDese-
ret

Dese-
ret

re-t Dese--
retret the day of the homicide de-dede-
ceased

de-
ceased

dede-
ceasedceased was at RoRogersers he asked me
if I had the pistol which he knew
I had I told him yesyee and that I
would sell it when he told me thatthat-
aa man hahad quarreled with him
and he wanted to be prepared I told
him that altered the case and II-
then

I-

then
I-

thenthen refused to let him have it He
then said Oh I dontdon't want to kill
anybody So I then let him havehave-
the

have-
the

have-
thethe weapon he threw it in the botbot-bot-
tom

bot-
tom

bot-
tomtom of the wagon
examinedCrossThereexaminedThere were no

cartridges in the pistol nevern ver heard
of deceased shooting anybody did
see him once try to hurt a man
named DewsonDawson but Dewson ran
away and escaped injury have
heard of him drawing a pistol on aa-

man
a-

man
a-

manman I didn't have much love forfor-
the

for-
the

for-
thethe deceaseddeceased

At a quarter to five the court ad-adad-
journed

ad-
journed

adad-
journed until Wednesday morning
at 9 o'clock

On the reassembling of court
WednesdayWed the Wright murder
case was resumed by the defendant
taking the stand He saidsaid-Isaid I am
53 years old was born in Missouri
Iilivedved there till 1864 went to ColoColo-Colo-
rado

Colo-
rado

Colo-
radorado Iilivedved there seven years camecame-
to

came-
to

came-
toto Utah about twenty-onetwenty yearsyea re ago
worked for Bishop Snyderer of WanWan-Wan-
ship

Wan-
ship

W-an sh-ipship logging and running a sawsaw-saw-
mill

saw-
mill

saw-
millmill got married and then went to
Provo Valley where I ststayed six or-

S

or

S

I1

r

seven monthsmonth this was about eigh-
teen

eigh-
teen

eigh-
teenteen years ago then went to Corn
Creek where I farmed for three
years then went to Deseret where
I have lived ever since farming
and doing canyon work I have a
wife and five children they live in
Deseret nevneverr was arrested until
this trouble occurred nevneverr was inin-
a

in-
a

in-
aa quarrel even until this affair
have been acquainted with decease
ever since I Iilivedved in Deseret I
worked for him hauling wood hayhay-
andand doing other things he was concon-con-
sidered

con-
sidered

con-
sidered by everybody as a hard manman-
to

man-
to

man-
toto get along with had worked foror
him for a year before the killing
there was an ununsettled account be-bebe-
tween

be-
tween

bebe-
tweentween us I saw deceased about nine
o'clock onou the day of the affair nearnelU
the schoolhouse at DeseretDeseret- it was-
on

was-
on

was
on a Sunday I was sitting down atatIat-
the

at-
the

I

the door herding my horses there
were others present Here the de-dede-
f

de-
fendant

dede-
fendantf described the scene and
surroundings of the tragedy on a
map hanging alongside the jury
box He came up and said he had
made a mistake in what he hadha-
dsssaidid a few days before about his ac-acac-
count

ac-
count

acac-
countcount with thatme-thatme that it was not as
much as he hadbad said it was
I asked him how he camecame-
to

came-
toto make such a mistakemistake he
sidesuid he didn't know he could not
agree on the account he wanted to
come to my house to settle I re-rere-

fusal
re-

fused
rere-

fusedfused and offered to leave it with
anybody to arbitrate he grew
warm and finally said I could do
what I pleased with the posts over
which the trouble arose and saidsai-
dII d-ddsdsd ofof-

a
of-

a
of-

a
will kill you you g-ggdg s-ssa bb-b 1 then stepped aside and

told him I was unarmed he left
still repeating Ill kill you you
s-s of a b-bb after he went I
started out for andCroppersCropper's place andII
asked him for some powder which
I got andaud took home when I got
there I laid down and went
to sleep I then got up and j
ate dinner afterr that I told
my boy to go and get the
horses his mother told him to take
his gun and shoot a duck or goose
on the way as he had seen some r
nice ones the day before ththe gun
was a double shotgun itittt

was loaded I am accustomed to
hunting make my living partly by
It I started from home with the in-inin-

tention
in-

tention
inin-

tention of ggoinging to Mr CroppersCropper's
the justice of the peace to get his

I advice as to having deceasedd bound
over to preserve the peace I then
went to Joshua BennettIs to see
him about getting some water right
in the canalcanal transferred to me Mr
Bennett was secretary and treasurer
of the canal company I called in
at Long IkesIke's on the way totoII 1

effect a settlement of a dedebtt he
owed me it was five o'clock
in the afternoon when my boyhoy and
myself started from home I was on
the mule andl mmy boy waswaa on the
horse I bad the shotgun with me
I took my boy with me to help
dridriveve some goats home that I calcu-
lated

calcu-
lated

calcu-
lated getting from Ike if I could not
get anany money we went along the
road had no thought of mmeeting
deceased that day when ChristenChristen-Christen-
sen se-nsellsen left neme in ththe morning he said
hebe was going to Oasis ththe roal we c

took when we left the house was

7
r f

c

2


