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wt0 astern under ordersordera aled for
I1 permission to engage and received it

aad soon was firingfiling her guns attaft the
forts on the west side of the bay

the batteries fired explosive shells
and most of them fell wide of the
mark one burst just beyond the sternstern
of the new york and a shrapnel shell
exploded above her

ttit took the three ships just 18 aninmin-
utes to silence the batteries

I1

the last shot that was fired by the
spanish came from point cava

F the puritan replied with one of her
12 inch guns the shell struck the bat-
tery with wonderful accuracy and
blew up a portion of it I1

after waiting in vain for the spanish
to renew the engagement the ships
withdrew leaving both batteries in
ruins

when rear admiral sampson on the
flagiship new york left the crudcruisingsIng
ground to pay aa visit to matanzas and
cardenas he made up his mind that

hadbad to be done with the very
aggressive spanish artillery nien who
were manning the batteries out thatway they had twice fired on the tor-
pedo boat foote and were very busy
erecting fortifications and placingfig guns
in position
at matanzas the new york found the

monitor puritan and the cruiser cin-
cinnaticinnati that have been blockading the
port admiral sampson decided to make
a in force for the three-
fold purpose of locating the batteries
discovering the kind of guns the
mounted and if possible stopping the
work of fortification

matanzas lies at the head of a bay
i about four miles from the seesea thisbay at its mouth is three miles wide

otton the west side of the bay is point
and on the east sideaide point

maya
the points have a very slight eleva-

tion above the sea but the configura-
tion of the harbor is such as to give the
batteries on them a posi-
tion stretching back from these bat-
teries are towering hills and it was
believed the gunsgums had been mounted
somewhere there concealed by the
shrubbery

the new york led the way into the
bay of matanzas the puritan was a
few hundred yards astern on the port
side and the cincinnati remained be-
hind a slightly greater distance astern
on the ststarboardboard side uneslines drawn
from ship to havehavernidemade itafa
arnost perfect trtrianglelangle I1 I1

at a few minutes before I1
there was a puff of smoke from the east
share and an 8eteh shell to-
ward the new york aand fell shortchoit
marcely had the report died away than
another puff of embke floated upon the
point maya side and easily blew awaydwity
thu shell also 121I shortaho rac

the range of the east battery was
nearly boo yards but the flageflagshiphip
promptly opened fire with one of herhec 8
inch guns

the engagement in a few minutes
became general and shore and bay were
covered with the windblownwind blown smoke
while the hollow between the hills
roared with the cannonadingcanno

continuing to cut loose with herginsher guns
starstarboardbord and port as well as fore and
aft the new york steamed quickly in
and circled around to the westward to-
ward point while the puri-
tan swung to the starboard to engage
the maya btbatterytery

the maya battery wash e more for-
midablemi dable and the fire from it was more
frequent but the shells fell short thenew york ignored this battery after a
minute and proceeded to pay all her
attention to the battery on j

which was being pushed to completion
it was a beautiful sight to seethesee the target
practice of the new york A big bal-
loon of smoke would suddenly rise from i

her side the eye following the
tion of the shot would see an instant

later a great cloud of dust and frag-
ments otof concrete and mortar fly high
in the air then would come the roar
of the piece sullen and heavy

the new york had soon reduced therange from to yards and
soon was tossing shells into
at the rate of about three a minute
with wonderful precision and apparent-
ly great destructivenessdestructive

in the meantime the puritan was tak-
ing care of point maya it was a long
shot to that battery it was so well
masked that the only target was the
infrequent smoke from the battery but
when the puritan got the range her
shells burst every time within the for-
tifications and great was the ex-
plosion thereof

high up into the air would go a cloud
of dust atomsatoma of the spanish fort
looking for all the world like the ex-
plosion of a magazine of brown pris-
matic powder

the puritan was doing fully as much
harmharin on the east side of the bay as thenew york was doing on the west side
all this time the cincinnati had re-
mained out of the action

captain chesterchester signaled torfor permis-
sion to engage and it was granted by
the flagship the cincinnati steamed
up to within 2000 yards broadside on
and began to let fly with her guns

the batteries and the new yorkyorty
were just giving the signal to retire
when one defiant shot was fired from

it was the last shot that
battery waswag ever totd fire

one of the big guns on the puritan
answered back it was the bestbeat shot of
the day ttit struck the battery just
where the gun was tore its way into
the earthworksearthwormsearth works and exploded doing
great destruction

captain IEL Macmachughhilgh an artillery
officer of the british army who was a
spectator of the engagement said it
was one of the best shots he hadbad evesever
seen made

having practically demolished the
spanishSpan isih batteries theth ships stood out to
sea not a shell had struck one of
them but there had been three narrow
misses of the new york

the spanish fired scrapshrapnelnel once
which had burst above the ship a shell
had struck just fore of her and another
struck just attaft

the fact that the spaniards tailedfailed to
strike such a large target as the new
york towering as she does like a
abuse out of tha water wsWAS taken as
eevidence that thother are not good marks-
men on the other hand every shot
thitthat me ne york firekalred atterafter sheahe got
the range wasiiju patched rightfight into the
batteries I1

in point of tane the engagement tastedlasted
just 18 mlminutesAutes itt began at 6757 manutesml
past 12 oebeloklok arid ended ata quarter
past oae

the puritan ana cincinnati were left
on guard at and the new
yorktork returned to her old position

allAH told the ships fired
86 shots at the forts the forts fired
probably 25 shots I1

but far more important than the des-
tructiontruction of the matanzas batteries is
the conclusion about the future which
may be drawn from theache bombardment
this conclusion is that havana Is abso-
lutely at the mercy of the united states
fleet whenever we choose to open fire

washington april 2821 secretary
long says this morning he has no re-
ports yet of thebhe bombardment of ma-
tanzastatizas the strategy board believes
that the only purpose of admiralsampson was to draw the fire of the
matanzas batteries and learnleam their
number and strength if any batteries
were building sampson would prevent
work on them

washington april 28 naval officers
say they expect the first big war news
from the philippines as dewey either I1mustmug t capture a philippine port as a
base of operations or sallsail for san
franciacoFranc tecoLaco

londonLondori aadiapril gs it to rep6 toin
madrid sayssayasaya a special dispatch thisfate af-ternoon from the spanish capital thata spanish squadron of nine warships
sailed from manila on monday last to
take up positions off Subi glik bay
where they will awattawait the passage of
american merchant vessels for the pur-
pose oterf capturing them

madrid april 28 10 a m an officialdispatch from manila filed today saysnays
the spanish squadron which has takenup a position several miles from manila
is still awaiting the arrival of theunited states squadron under the cam
mand of rearbear admiral dewey thegovernors proclamationpro appealing to
the patriotism honor and religious pas-
sions of the spaniards and otherwiseotherviminciting them to animosuy against theAmeilamericanscans Isia said to have a great ef-fect upon the people who are allegedto be volunteering in large numbersparis april 28 there waswaa an uncon-
firmed rumor on the bourse today thatthe united states fleet has received acheck in the philippine islandsnew york april 28 A dispatch from
london says

news comes from madrid that thespanish fleet under admiralwhich left manilla on monday has40 put
into lk daybay where it will awaitthe coming of admiral dewey the first
naval battle will probably be fought at
this point

bay is north of manila and
offers natural advantages for the con-
cealmentcealment of the hostile fleet

unless admiral dewey shall receive
some information of mantjosMontjos move-ment the americansamerica are threatened
with a sudden attack Is beokreck-less and the report that he haisbas tiedfled
from deweye fleet is probably a ruseto conceal his real purpose

washington april 28 the squadron
is traveling at the prescribed speed
which will ang the fleet off port
manila early saturday morning

on board the flagship brooklyn offfort monroe va april 28 porfor thirty
six hours the flying squadron has beenunable to communicate with shore thestorm which still prevails making itunsafe to use the steam launch or
cutters

A tug brought out the mail this morn-
ing the storm that struck the coastsunday night came up hampton
roads like a fury it whistled at therate of ninety miles an hour through
the great superstructure of the flagshipbrooklyn and whipped up the sea so
that the white foam broke in huge
masses overbinef the decks of the massa-
chusettschu and the texas

the heavy draft of the big war ves-
sels

elgi
made it impossible for thernthem to6get in smooth water and theyther had to

stand the brunt of the storm toward
viroomingorning it InincreasedcreAd in violence andas the tide turned the flood the look-
out on the forward bridge of the flag-
ship announced thitthat the ship was
dragdragginggiTig its anchor the officer of
the deck simultaneously reported thatthe brooklyn was getting in danger-
ous proximity to the battleship mas-
sachusetts capaancalain cook and execu-
tive officer mason went to the bridgeimmediately and ordered the secondanchor down at this time the windwas blowing so fiercely that the men
could hardly keep their feet on deckthe second anchor ran out about 20
fathoms of chain and stuck and thebig ship stopped for a short time
breasted bravely the wind and the tide
but in a few minutes she began to go
back slowly and it was evident that
there was no hold for the anchors thesignal was immediately given to pre-
pare to get under in the mean-
time it was hoped that the anchors
would catch hold

faster and faster she went back her
big broadsidesbroadsides swinging towardstowiards the
dangerous ram on the prow of the
massachusetts the latter was sig


