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It thow canst, thow canst,

(o, look at the ocean,
And walit by its side,
For the ebband the flow
Of the restless tide;
Canst thou govern its motlion,
Or direct its flow; AT
Thou eanst measure Lthe depth

Of human woe.

(3o, view the broad river,
When its surges lave
With the furious dash
Of a troubled wave;
Canst thou calra its billows
Or confine its source;
Thou canst stay the rough stream
Of misfortune’s course,

o, watch the fierce tempest—
List, list to its sound,

While the withering blast
Is sweepingaround;

Canst thou still its fary,
Or its wrath suppress ;

Thou canst bind affiiction,
And charm distress.

@Go, climb the voleano,
With a cautious gaze,
When its crater emits
A terrific blaze;
Canst thou quench the lava
When itsbold streams lave;
Thou canst bind, with a spell,
Perseculion’s wave, '

(+0, look at the forest,
Where its oaks remain
Uptorn by the sweep
Of the hurricane;
Canst restore the beauty
Orits stately pride;
Thou canst check the flow
Of corrnption’s tide,

Go to Andrew Johnson—
Go to Congress and sce
If the Ural Upas
Feeds adestiny;
Canst thou move the planets
With a elashing force:;
Thou eansi stop the nation
In its downward course,
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REMARKS

By Elder GEORGE A. SMITH, deliver- |

|

ed in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake Oity,
Oct. 9th, 1867.

REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS,
We are composed of persons from va-
rious nationalities. We speak a number
of lan§uagas. The languages and dia-
lects of the British emf) e, the Scandi-
navian, the French, Duteh, German
Swiss and Italian are all represen
here., It appears that God in His divine
wisdom revealed the gospel in the Eng-
lish language which is the native tongue
of the mafuﬂ?.or the Baints, probably
more than half of them having acquired
it in America, and a large portion of the
remainder in the old world. . Itis very
desirable that all of our brethren who
are not nq;hll:nlntﬁd with the English
language should learn it. We do not
wish to blot out the original lan
have spoken, but we

that they m:ﬂ

want them men and women—old
and young—to learn the English lan-
guu.%a so perfectly that they will beable
to thoroughly understand for them-
selves the teachings and instructions
and the published works of the church
as well as the laws of the counfry. And
while we preach to all classes—all the
boys and EFitlu under ninety—to go to
gchool and educate themselves in the
various useful branches, we do not want
our brethren who do not speak the
English language to think thaf they
are neglected or without the pale of this
call, e hope the bishops and teaehers
will make every reasonable exertion to
stir up the mindsof the brethren and sis-

ters who do not thoroughly understand |

English to the importance of this par-
ticular item of counsel. We of course
wish them to stir up every body on the

subject of education, and to encourage
in every possible manner, our day and
Sunday schools, for the cause of edueca-
tion should be popular in Israel now, as
it was in the days of Joseph; and old
and young should go tosehool together.
I recollect a scheol that I attended in
Kirtland under the direction of the
prophet Joseph, the oldest scholar in

| my class was sixty-three years old. We

shall have long winter evenings directl

and a good deal of time to spend in self-
improvement, and it is our duty to be-
come & cuitivated people in all the use-
ful branches of education known among
mankind. There is a spirit among some
of our young men in different settle-

| ments to appear rough and reckless;

|

they indulge in rowdyism and cultivate
the savage side of human nature. We
ought to use all the influence and power
we possess to suppress this, and to stir
up in the minds of our young and old
the necessity of cultivating simple,

lain, inneocent and genteel manners.

here is an ideaout that a man who has
to go to the caiflon ean not do it withont
swearing, or that when he gets to the
mouth of the cafion he must throw off
his religion and swear all the way up
and back again. Any man who enter-
tains such a sentiment should dispense

| with it at once, for he needs his religion

more there than anywhere else; The
roads are rough and there is danger of
him being tipped over and breaking his
neck, or mashing up his wagon or his

| team, and he needs the influence of his

religion as mueh under such circum-
stances as under any others. The elders

l

guages | would not be disap

of Israel should avoid indulging in
rough language underall circumstan-
ces. Most men, if they thought there
was a probability of them dying by
some sudden acecident, would in to
think about praying. When a man is
more exposed to danger than atany oth-
er time I am sure he needs his religion,
for if he should have a log roll over him
and be sent intp eternity with a big oath
in his mouth, he might not be recogni-
zed as a Saint on the other side of the
vail. Hence I would likeour brethren,
and would recommend them to dispense
with the idea, that on some occasions
they can lay their religion to one side.
It is said that an old Quaker on a cer-
tain occasion when his family were
grossly insulted and abused—felt very
much like chastising the offender, but
his religion forbade him fighting. He
bore it tolerably well for a time, but at
last his patience was exhausted, and
ulling off’ his broad brimmed hat and
is broad tailed coat, said he, “lie there
religion until I lick this man.” He
m¥ight just as well have kept his religio
on while doing the ﬂnglging. Hemigh
have felt as an uncle of Joseph Smith,
Reverend Mr. Mack did, on a certain
occasion. He was a Baptist minister,
and was celebrated for his great physic-
al strength. A prefessional pugilist
went to see him once, and told himx that
hearing he was one of the strongest
men in the BState he had come to test
his strength. Theold man was too pious
to wrestle or scuffle. The stranger said
he would fight him; but Mr. Mack was
too religious to fight. Thestranger told
him he had no ill will towards him, but
said Be I must and will know which
is the strongest.”” Mr. Maek did his best
to put him aﬁ'telling him that he was a
minister and so forth; but the stranger
intad, and as Mr.
Mack turned round he kicked him. The
reverend gentleman’s religion eould
not stand this, and he set to and gave

the stranger a good thrashing. He went
before his congregation and made a con-
fession, which was something like un
| this, ‘T bore all this patiently, notwith-
standing my own nature was fo try the
man’s strength; but after he kicked me
I took off my coat and flogged him most
properly.” I think that kind of a rule
might work under some c¢ircumstances;
but at the same time a man should nev-
er lay down his religion, and should
never believe that it is necessary go
awear, not even in the cafion. I tell you
that every vile word we utter and every
vile sentiment we entertain is a wrong

for which we, some day, will have to
afone, When I hear men—lyuung or
old—talking intemperately or improper-
ly I realise that they have that folly to
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|overcome and repent of,
In speaking of the education of our
children, I wish to draw the attention
jof the Saints particularly to the system
of Phnnetim, or the Deseret alphabet,
which has been referred to by President
Young and some of the brethren. This
is calculated to considerably abridge
the labor of our foreign brethren in
learning to read English. I think that
in all our schocls phonetiesshould form
one branch of study, and as fast as
works in phonotopy can be obtained,
they should be introduced for there isno
doubt that a general reformation will be
effected inour English orthography. It
is aaild that Lh? Lord will ﬁ'eﬂcﬁre to the
people a pure langaage, that they ma
all call upon Hi%ﬂ with one cgnsent)f
While we urge our brethren fo acquire
the English language, and to make
themselves proficient in the wuseful
branches of education, we wish them to
remember that the orthography which
the English nation has adopted is by
no means perfect, for our present mode
of spelling might be materially improv-
ed. Acecording to the
it isavery long and difficult job for a
man to learn to spell. I commenced as

letters together, and I have been at it
ever gince, and I hardly dare write a
letter now without consulting the dic-
tionary, to see how some word or other
should be spelled. TlLe spelling of the
English language is very arbitrary. For
several generations it has been under-
going improvements and modifications,
and it will no doubt go on until Eng-
lish orthography will become so perfect
that every letter will have but a single
gound, instead of having, as now, in

jeome eases,, four er five sounds to the

same letter. Now, when a child learns
to spell, he learns first to give to the
vowel a its long sound, as heard in the
word male, supposing that to be itsonly
sound. .lIn another position he gives it
the Italian or grave sound, as in the
word father, and so on, until he finds it
has four or five distinet sounds, and
then he has to continually exercise his

udgment or has to depend upon the

udgment of some other man to know
whieh of these sounds to use,

I wish our brethren to give this sub-
ject their serious and candid considera-
tion, and do their best to introduceinto
our schools a system that will greatly
abridge the time required to gain the
various branches of a good eduecation.
No greater or more blessed mission can
be given te an Elder in Israel than to
teach the true prineiples of education to
the rising generation of this Territory.
I would advise our brethren; aside from
the ordinary schools, to get up evening
reading classee in all our settlements for
the instruction of those who eannot at-
tend at other times. The instruction of
our wives and daughters is of the ut-
most importance. The disposition of
some toneglect the education of girls is
 Lthe extreme of folly. If we take pains
to- have the Inglish language taught
eprrectly to our wives and daughters,
they will teach it to their children, and
this will lay the foundation for the per-
manent improvement of the language of
the State, of which we form the nuecle-|
uz, BRome of the ablest nien in the Ter-
ritory received the most of their educa-
tion from their mothers, and it is said
thatthe President of the United States
was educated by his wife. . I wish to
call the attention of the Conference to
the text of President Yuun§ in relation
to sforing our wheat. This is a question
of vast importance. A few years ago,.
President Young ana counsel to the
people of the Territory —most of whom
 agreed to it—to lay by seven years pro-
visions. e were to have commenced
three years ago and were to have laidup

————— e e .

present system, |

soon as I was old enough to put three |

Jy situated.
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'and swept offhalf the graing, vegetables
and fruit raised in the Territory, and
were prepared, if the whole had been
swept off, to live for the mext three
years; without laying in more bread.
I am aware that some of our brethren
thought this counsel extravagant;
they considered that it could net be
necessary to lay up such a quantity of
bread, and some of them, instead of
getting out lumber and making good,
subsantial bins for the preservation of
their wheat, turned out their means for
teams, and freighted their bread to the
north, to the east and to the west: and
not.only so, but in many instances they -
gave it away, if they could only get half

price, for hauling it. Hundreds and
thousands of sacks of flour have been
hauled away, when it should have been
gstored up here against a day of want. '1
feel just as keenly on this matter now
as whenr this counsel was given, and a
little more so, for the army of the Lord
—the grasshoppers, may have awaken-

‘ed my mind to the importance of the

subject.

All nations have to take more or less
precaution for their general preserva-
tion, and, as they are occasionally visit-
ed with years of scarcity, if they failed
to do 8o, the consequences might be dis-
astrous., We are situated in the heart
of a great desert, surrounded a portion
of the year by impassable mountains.
We have no railroads, no seaports, no
great navigable rivers and canals by
which we can bring provisions from
abroad; and if there had been ten grass-
hoppers this year where there was but
one, every partitle of food raised in the
Territory would have been consumed;

‘then where would our bread have been?

Where conld we have gained our sub-
gistence?

In the empire of China, provision is
made for the general preservation, ‘and
one-fifth of the produce of the country
is stored in the public granaries against
a day of famine. A famineoccurred not
long since in one of the provinces of
China eontaining thirty-three millions
of people—a little more than the whole
population of the United States—and
they lost their enfire erop. China,
however, is favored with large naviga-
ble rivers, some capable of navigatﬁ:n
for over two thousand miles, Theréare
also many canals and seaport towns
that are used in the coasting trade; the
result is, that when this famine came
on this provinee, the store houses were
opened and the grain or rice was car-
ried to its inhabitants, and they were
kept from starvation. We are different-
We have no publie store-
houses, neither can we bring sufficient
provisions from abroad without it cost-
ing more than we are able to pay. A
good many of us ¢laim our descent from
Joseph; who was sold into Egypt. He
was the instrument of the Almighty in
saving the Egyptians, through the .in-
tepretation of the King's dream of the
seven iaf and the seven lean kine, and
the seven full and the seven blighted
ears of corn. . He prescribed the means
by which the store houses of Kgypt
were filled with eorn, and when the
seven years of famxine came, the whole
people were actually saved from death
through the wisdom of Joseph in lay-
ing ﬁ bread. We expect to be saviors
on Mount Zion in the last days. We
all exercise faith that God may give to
our President wisdom and understand-
ing to forsee the evils with which we
may be threatened, and to take mea-
sures to avert them. Suppose that he
comes forward and tells us how to pre-
pare and we neglect his counsel, then
the watchman is clear and we are liable
to the dangers and difficulties resultin
from disobedience. If the King o
Egypt had not observed the counsels of

one year’s bread over and above the
year's supply. The following year we
were to add another year’s supply, and
so have continued until we had our
geven year’ssupply laid up. How faith-

ful the Ipaupla have been in keeping this
counsel I am not prepared to say; but I
am afraid that few men in Israel, even
among those who have raised bBread-
stuffs dand have had the power to control
considerable quantities of it had three

i?r'a bread laid aside, when the grass-
I ppers made their descent this season

Joseph almost the whole people would
have been destroyed. As it was, those
who did not obey Joseph’s counsel were
under the neeessity of selling all their
operty, and ultimately themselves,
or slaves to the king, in order to obtain
that bread which they could have laid
up during the seven years of plenty, if
they had obeyed Joseph’s counsel.
ow brethren, let us not treat this
subjeet lightly. If we have been ne-
gleetful in times past, let us remember
that we live in a high altitude, in a



