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AT HOME AND ABROAD.

New Yori, Sept 28 —A dispateh to
the Herald from Madrid says:

The figures published by an agency
which giveas the expense of the war as
two thousand million pesetas, ls short
of the exact flgure by nearly two thou-
sand millions.

Before beginning the war with the
Tinited States the disbursements had
been two hundred milions.

Porto Rlco during the war cost ten’

mitllions, while In Cuba money was ab-
sorbed In sueh prodigal manner, that
to use the words of Senor Rocero Glron,
expressed a few days ago, “the Island ot
Cuba has been an immense abyss in

which a number of millions have van-|

{shed in a manner which wlll astonish
the taxpayers as it dld me."”

“The case oOf the Spanjards in Cuba
and Porto Rlco seeking repatriation
tree of cost has been reconsidered and
they witll be given a free passage, Ar-
rangemenis having been made with
the Spanlsh Trapsatlantic company to
convey them at thc same price as s0l-
diers.

Negotiations for repatriation continue’

to form a welghby problem for the gov-
ernment. Today, the case appears thus,
that with the hospltals awvailable, in-
eluding numerous offers of private hos-
pitality therc are at the dlsposal of the
government 10,000 beds. From Cuba
and Porto Rico 22,000 sick are an-
nounced and these wlll arrlve here dur-
ing the next nltnety days. That is but
roblem out of many,
Onls!epw York. Sept. 28.—The U. 8. trans-
Massachusetts, Capt. Robinson,
a’ol:ltch salled from Santlago Sept. 2ird,
arrived today and proceeded to an an-
chorage off Liberty Island, On board
were Capt. J. C. Head, commissary and
quartermaster and ‘two clerks; Captain
McCoy, Second U. 5. volunteers (ln!-
munes) Lieut. Culwell of Gen. Lacret’s
staff (Cuban army), and eichteen steve-
dores and laborers. While at Bantiago
the coal In the Massachusetts bunkers
caught fire and it was found necessary
to jettlson 100 tons. A portion of this
coal was taken on board agaln. On go-
ing to sea the fire agaln broke out In
¢the fire bunkers and smouldered for
three days. It was finally extingulshed
by the use of steam and the steamcr
reached port without further inctdent.

St. Louis, Sept. 28.—An explosion of
powder In the rear of the four story
building at 410 North Fourth gsbree-t. oe-
cupled by C. and W. MeClarin, fishing
tackle and sportlng goods, set the
gtore on fire and caused its destruction
and resuited in dnjury to a number of
people, several of whom will die.

Kate Weldon, Kate Ganll and Flor-
ence Higbee. employes of the McClarin
company, fatally injured. Joe Detter,
englna company No. 6, cut by fiylng
glass and bricks; Frederick Bohly, en-
gine company No. 165, hit by runaway
team and cut on head and badly hurt;
- Goldy, engine No, 16, badly hurt by
flying glass, two firemen, names un-
known; Gus Jansen, fireman, cut by
flylng glass, not serious; T. 8. Stone,
passer-by, cut by flying glass; nmot seri-
ous:; A. R. Taylor, hit by runaway reel
team and badly Injured, Misa Virginia
Redherford, a stenographer in the Me-
Claln office, !s missing and It I3 be-
jteved that she perished in the flames,
The flrst explosion occurred In the
basement of the MeClain bullding,
where a quantity of powder and shells
nad been stored. It set fire to the
building and shattered the glass In
ptore fronts for some distance along
Fourth stredt. On the +third fioor of
the MecClaln bullding several young
women were at work. Maggie Dinkle,

'one of the young women, escaped by
walking along a narrow ledge in front
to the next bullding south. Kate Wel-
don, Kate Gaull and Florence Higbee
were uUnable to do this. They anxlous-
ly waited for the firemen to put up the
ladders 'and take them away from thelr
position, which became more perilous
every moment f(rom ¢he spreadlng
flames, The firemen took out one of
the women, but by some mlischance
[ they dropped her to the pavement. The
‘ other two, cut by glass and burned by
the fiames tha! were nearly consum-
ing them, jumped to the pavement and
were ‘taken to the city hospltal in a
critieal conditlon.

A second explosipon sent brieks and
| glass flylng among the firemen, tnjur-
Ing five of them. Two, it is reported,
cannot live, This explosion frightened
n team hitohed t0 a reel and the horses
ran away, Injuring one flreman and a
cltizen. Less than an hour after the
fire started, the walls of the McClaln
| building fell, It {s mot yet known what
the loss, which is total on the bullding
and contents, will amount to. It wilt
probably aggregale more than $100,000,
partially covered by insvrance. The
buliding is owned by a resldent of New
Hampshire and nothlng ¢an be learned
about it here. McClain & Co. carrled
369,000 insuranee on  +their stock and
lﬂx'tures. It )8 not known how the ex-

plosion was caused.

A corrected list of the injured showe
that Pauline Bender and Florence
| Higbee, employed by the McClain
company, are the only ones fatally In-
jured. . Kate Weldon and. Kate Gaulf
egecaped with minor injuries, At 12:1F
all the missing, including Mliss Red-
herfer, had been accounted for.
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Halifax, N. 8., Sept. 28.—A speclal
excursion train omn the way to the
Hallfax exhibltion from Plctou this
morning crashed Into a working traln
near $Htellerton, James Sproutt, engl-
neer; Michael Obseien, englneer; W, C.
Henderson, fireman; John R. McKenz]e,
flreman, and Wm. Cameron, of Scotch
Hil, Pictou county, a Dassenger, were
killed. Johm  McMilan, a passenger,
was Injured.

Quebee, Sept., 29.—Qne of the most
interesting electlon ever held in Can-
ada wii take place today. In every
electlon district of the Dominlon the
electors wlll vote upon prohlbitlion,
Never beforc has the question of prohl-
bitlon been submltted to the people of
so large a territory. In all the prov-
given the opportunlty to express them-
selves as for or agalnst the absoluts
prohibltlon of the sale, manufacture,
Importation and use of any and all
kinds of intoxleants In Canada.

The liberal government now ln power
has glven to the people as to what
course will be followed in case the
people vote for prohlbition. It is not
expected that more thanone-half of the

cast on this questlon and the opponents
of prohibition say that even If p_rohl-
bition 15 carried, the Uberal govern-
ment, on account d4f the small vote,
will refuse to enact any prohibltory
taws upon the ground, that the vote
does not give a fair and adequate ex-
pression of the will of the people. Dur-
ing the past ten years the question ot
prohibition has several times been sub-
mitted to the people of the varlous
provinces, but never before have the
people of the entlre Dominion wlill be
upon ft. Ontarlo was the last
province to vote on the prohlbitlon.
The plebescite was taken on June 19,
1844, when 192,497 voted for and 110,997

reglstered vote or the Dominlon will be

against, making a total pf 360,464 of
46.66 per cent of the reglstered vote of
the following year (1895). On the
polled vote, 29.61 per cent of the regis~
tered vote was for prohlbition and 17.48
per cent against. At the Dominion gen-
eral eiection of 1891 the registered vote
was B68,789 and the wvote polled 360,-
464, Taking the four provinces together

It appears that the total vote of 261,

008 has been polled for prohibition and
132,168 against, making a total of 393,-
168 votes polied out of a registered vote
of 831,879 at the time the various
plebescites were 1aken, or 47.26 per
cent. Of this 47.26 per cent which voted,
31.37 per cent was for prohibltion and
15.88 per cent against. At the general
election of 1831 the total registered
vote in the provinces of Ontario, Nova
Scotla, Manitoba and Prince Edward
Island, was 729,578 and the vote was
63.90 per cent of the registered vote,
a3 comrpared with 47,26 per cent of th

registered vote polled at the difteren?
plebiescites, It does not appear, there,
that the vote on the prohibition ques-
tion as been as light as l3 generally
below the vote of 1881, after one of tha
hottest political campalgns ever known
‘in Canada.

8an Franclsco, Sept. 30,—The sleamer
Gaelle from China and Japan brings
news of 4 terrific storm which swept
over Japan on September 6th which, be-
fore it blew 4tself out almost reached
typhon proportions. The blow did a
great deal of damage to shipping, sev-
eral vessels dragging their anchors apd
being bloewn Into collislon, and one or
two small vessels werc blown ashore.
A terrific downpour of rain accompan-
led the wind and In the lInterlor the
damage was ptupendous. Rivers rode
rapidly amd soon became ragling tor-
rents, overflowing their banks and
floding mays sections. A summary of
the loss of life and property i3 as fol-
lows:

Deaths, 260; houses swept away, 164;
houses overthrown, 1,195; partially
wrecked, 460; houses inungated, 16,677;
river banks broken, 78. Owing to the
Interruption to communication this
summary will doubtless be greatly aug-
mented by later advices. The heavlest
los of lfe occurred in the prefecture
of Kofu. This section also showed other
losses greater in comnparison with many
others, but the Alch! prefecture suf-
fered the greatest loss of property.

Ex-Japanese minlster to the United
States, Hoshi does not belleve there wlil
be an  Anglo-American alllance and
further says nelther America nor Eng-
land will dare take the Phlllppines
wilthout reference to Japan and that if
It were done that would be the moment
for Japan to move. The minister was
given & grand reception on his return
from the United States.

New York, Sept. 30,—A dispatch to the
y Herald from Washington says:

Senor Agoncilio, the Phillppine repre-
sentative who has come to Washington
to ask that hte insurgents be heard by
the peace commissioners at Paris, hag
made public a translation of the Philip-
plne constitution which Agulinaldo wag
to have proclaimed at Malolos. By thls
constiiutlon Aguinalde formally re-
nounces the title of dictator,’and as-
sumes that of the President of the Rev-
olutonary Government of the Philip-
plnes, He provides for four secretaries
the secretary of state, marine and com-
merce; the secretary of war and pub-
e works; the secretary of police, in-
terlor of justice; pollce {nstructions
and health and the secretary of finance,
agriculture and Industry. A congress ia
provided for, to be composed of repre-
sentatives of all the provinces of the
archipelago.

| An important feature of the constl-

tution In view of the probabllity that
Agulnaldo wil try to obtain recognltion
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