THE MUDDY VALLEY.

—_—

Fditor Deseret News:

On Monday morning, the 2lst cof
Maroh,in company with Elders Myron
Abbott and George W, Lee, jun., of
Bunkerville, [ continued my journe:
from that place toward the scuth-west,
and after traveling 36 miles and cross-
ing the Rio Virgen 17 times, we at
length airived at8t. Thomas, on the
Mugldy, and put up for the night with
Bro. Moses W. Wilson. The next day
we continued the journey eight miles
up the Muddy to Overton, where we
held a meeting with the Baints, and
the same evening paid a vislt to Bt.
Joseph, situated on the east sjde of the
ereek, five miles above Overton.

This vall®#y reminds me of some of
the waste places of Zion whigh I visited
three years age in Missourl and
I]iinois; indeed the Muddy Valley can
consistently be classed amoilg thepe.
It will be remembered that In the
years 1885 to 1871, the Latter-day
Baints had three flourishing settle-
ments here, named respectively 8t.
‘Thomas, Overton and Bt. Joseph, be-
sides West Point, in the upper Muddy
wvalley, and Junction st the poinl
where the Rio Virgen unites with the
Colorado river, twenty-fivemllesbelow
8t. Thomas. These settlements were
founded by missionaries who. Were
called by the authotities of the Church
from the northorn settlements in Utah
to settle on the Muddy with an eye to
rajsing cotton and other staplea which
the rich 8~il and sunny climate here
were oapable vf pruodueing, But it

roved to be a very hard misslon, and
it required extraordinary effurts v the

art of these colnnlzing misslonaries to
subdue the extensive ‘alkaline deserts,
which compored the greater portion uof
the valley.

During the years 18653-1870 inclusive
the people expended at least one bur.-
dred theusand dollars in labor in con-
atriucting dams and irrlgativn canals.
"\What lumber the¥ were able to obtain
they had to baul about ocne hundred
and Afty miles, over a sandy desert
most of the way, [rom the Pine Valley
mountaing, north of Bt. George, at a
cost of twenty dollars for every cne
hundred feet, and in the beginning
thelr necessary supplles for a living had
to be hnaled irom the seftjements in
central Utah. Then they had to feed
an [pndian population outnumbering
theirown, and that toowithout the ald
of a single dollar Irom the government.
They alpo constructed about one bun-
dred and fifty dwellings, planted or-
ehards and viveysrds, cleared about
five hundred acres of ocotton Helds,
and did a!l in their power to establish
permanent homes, when it trauspired
that the boundary Hne of Nevada was
eslnblished, 1, cating the settlements of
the Muddy in that State, and the
authorities of Nevada demanded of
gur people on the Muddy the cuerous
tex imposed upon ita citizens uf three
per cent.on all taxable property in gold
coin for Btate and county purposes,
and four dollars in gold pole tax. Be
ing an agriceitural people and far re-
mote from any murkei and unable to
convert their produce into cash, the
settlers were unable to pay this heavy
tax; and «s (he Btate nulhorities gave
no heed to a petitlon eetticrg forth
theee facte, nnd the county offlcials
proceeded to collect the unjust tax by
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power of law, it was considered wie.
dom for the Halnts to vacate the valley
which they did early in 1871,

Bineco that time the Muddy Valley,
although one of the fipeat and most
productive localities north of the Rim
of the Basin, has been under & cloud.
A few mIning progspectors eame in nnd
tovk possession after our people left,
and located a few ranches up and
down the valley, but they met with no
puccess, and loday there 8 only five
families’in and around Bt. Thomas,
which numbered 218 souls, or about
fifty families wbhen our people lived
there; only about elght families ip and
around Overton,whicl:, when possessed
by the Saintg bad about twenty fami-
lies, and three in and near St. Juseph,
which had forty families before it was
broken up in 1871. Besides these three
towns there was West Point, with
about twenty-five families in 1870, and
pow occupied by two families and a
batchelor. Of our people there are at
present eight familles in Overton, three
at Bt. Thomas, one at Bt. Joseph, one at
West Point, which togethercomprise the
Overton ward, with thirteen families,
or 106 members. Brigham Wbitmore
of Overton is” Bishop, with David J.
Cox of Overton as first and Moses W,
Gibson of 8t. Thomas as second coun-
gelors.

The valley ot the lower Muddy ex-
tends from the Rio Virgen river in a
porth westerly direction for A disiance
of nearly eighteen miles and -hus an
average width of two miles. It is
covered in many places wiih a beavy
growth of greasewood, mesquite, cedar,
etc. Grass is wbundant on the sur-
rounding .blufls. Thore are several
swamps in the valley,ihe Muddy being
rather & sluggish stresm with only a

valley. In order to dry up these
swamps and lo secure the water for
irrigation purposes, our people con-

gtructed n canal nine miles long
on the nsouthwest side of the
valley, . and were preparing to
make &R similar one on the

east side, when the vacation occurred.
Had our people remained and fluished
there and other projects, the swamps
would today have been things of the
past, as well 88 the fever and ague,
with which tbe present inhabitants
suffer in the summerseason and which
undoubtedly arecaused by the marshy,
swampy places, which now abound.

8t, Thomas lies in the jowest end of
the valley, nbeut one mile snd a half
above the junctlon of the Muudy with
the Rlo Virgen and on the west side of
the first named stream. The old
stTeets of Bt. Thomas are earily traced
yet, from the regular rowa of tall cot-
tonwood trees which line both usides
of them, and from a distance the old
townsite has the.appearance of 1 beat-
tiful grove. At the tlme of its pros-
perity Bt. ‘Thomns consisted of
leighty-five city lote of o e. acre each,
and anbout the same number of vine
yard lots containing 24 acres each, and
farm lots of nearly the same number
containing five acreg each. Ten lots
formed a block, and the streets were
six rods wide, inoluding side-walks
twelve feet wide,

Overton lles on the same side of the
Muddy, about eight miles nortbweat
of Bt. Thomas, and its present appear-
uwnce 18 very similar to that of 8L
Thomar; this 1s also the care with 81.

few feet fall in the whole length of the |

Joseph lying five miles north of Overs
ton, 6n the east side of the stremin. At
8t. Joseph a numhber of ruins of the old
houses are visible on every hand, and
the general appearance of the place re-
minds me of something that was hut
i8 no more.

Will the Baints ever agaln possees
this beautiful valley? is a question
whioch I bave asked myselfl
and a ‘numbeg of my breth-
ren whom ‘I have aesociated with
on this journey. The place seems in-
deed to possess many natural advan-
Laﬁes, which are denied a number of
other localities where our people are
making strenuous efforts to make them-
selves homes, In fact the valiey of the
Muddy can produce almost everything
that the human race needs for {ood
and clothing. Cotto® can be cultivafed
very succesafully here; figs, almunds,
grapes, peachep, napricots and the
numercus kinds of other fruits adapted
for this climate can he raised in abunds
ance; five crops of lucern are prooured
every season, and in fact the same
ground can profuce two crops in one
year, one of small grain and one of
cori, sugnr cane of polatoer. The
Muddy is stream that is easily con-
trolled, and most of the land s exceed-
ingly . rich and productive. Thia
added to the prospucts of a rallroad
passing through the upper valley in a
near future cught to vommand the
attention of Baints who are seeking for
homes. But I am of the opinfou that
only a united eftort couid make A pel-
tling scheme a succers here. [If fifty
or one hundred families would unite
together and buy the whole valley from
the State of Nevada antd such parte of
it that. are already claimed from the
kpresent owners, I believe that In a few
years this valley could be transformed
from its present desolate condition into-
a perfect garden of Eden, and by
draining the swamps and low places
the siokness which bas hitherto pre-
vailed would bLe entirely overcome.
Aud it might alsv be proper Lo state in
this connection that the Btate and
county officials of Nevada have chang-
ed as to theiropinion and treatment of
the **Mormon’’ people, and I have
been informed that they look upon the-
attitude aspumed toward our people in.
1870—71 as n most unfortenaie one,.
and regret very much that the 8ainta.
were forced away by this uppression
and unjust taxnation which lp ave re-
ferred to. And parts of the valley
which s not slready owned by the few:
inhabitants who occupy it ut present
ar who hold claims here can be pur-
chased from the Btate of Nevada for
one doilar and & guarter per acre, wlih
the privilege of paying most of it af
their own option dorlog a pericd ol
twenly-five years after purchare,

ANDREW JENSON.

‘OVERTON, Lincoln Co., Nevadsa,

March 23, 1892,

Qld mother earth is somewhat une
easy, Her seismic breathings are be-
coming rather frequent. On the 12th
inst. severe shogks were feit in the
Btate of New York at Utica, Broadal-
bin nod Fonda. From other pointe
porth and south reporis of shocks have
been made since. But California
sewms lo be receiving most attentions
puveral distinct shocks in succession
have been reported during the paat
two daye.
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