
ir ajrH T D E S KE R RF T W T K ic Fr Y 83

said I1 was a fool and they would shoot
me then and there I1 replied you can
shoot me if you like as you are the
strongest party but I1 should not think
there would be much honor or bravery
in killing a ten year old lad they
then wished to know if I1 was not afraid
to talk so I1 replied no I1 have done
no one any harm why should I1 fear
they then rode oft cursing fearfully
after which I1 retired to the mossy dell
and upon my knees thanked father for
preserving me and removing from me
every sensation of fear and trembling
which had troubled me at the time I1
entered the copiecopse here I1 found the
efficacy of my early teaching to ask of
my father in heaven and he would give
abundantly I1

during those days of toil and care
as the saints could not get their corn
ground the brethren worked with a
will and built a horse mill or corn
cracker where we could get a fair
sample of coarse corn meal in octo-
ber we were compelled by the mob to
leave daviess county and gathered in
and around far west caldwell county
missouri

being of an age to see and hear un-
molested a great deal that passed I1

may say I1 was not always asleep or idle
As the mobbing and drivings of the
saints and their inhuman treatment by
missouri has been told by
many eye witnesses and older persons
than myself I1 need only say we reached
quincy illinois in february 1839
alterafter a few days of rest my father suc-
ceeded in renting a small place of a
mr mcmahon at green Plains six miles

warsaw and put in a crop
in july we removed to commerce

afterwards called nauvoo our first
location there was in a log stable be-
longing to a widow white some blocks
east ofof what was known as the temple
block this hovel was made of a small
class of crooked poles between which
I1 often crept instead of raising the quilt
hung overaver the doorway this part of
commerce at that time was thickly
covered with blackberry bushes mixed
with oak and hazel brush our family
were all sick with chills and fever
familiarly known as the shakes except

my mother
from thisthin mormon home by brother

george A started as an apostle on his
mismissiontilon to england he having to be
lifted1111ted into the wagon as he was tooto0
weak to walk this was in september
1839 leaving he placed in my
hand his last quarter of a dollar with a
request to get mother some tearequesttheelextelext dayclay the prophet josephjoseph and
his brother hyrum visited us and ad-
ministered to us alla father being delix
ioui erm thete effectseffect of ththee fever

jabek words comforted us greatly as
they said in the naminame of the lord you
allal shall bilbe well again upon leaving the
hovel joseph placed his slipslipperspegs upon
my lathers feetet and sprang upon his
horse from the doorway and rode home
baribarefootfoot the next day joseph re-
moved latherfather to his own house and
nursed him until he recovered

in october 1839 my father was
called to preside over the saints in
iowa and with the assistance of my
cousin elias smith we removed to
uncle asahel smiths in nashville iowalowa
where we resided some weeks after
which we moved to ambrosia six miles
known agthe avery or hawley settle

anentme under the direction of joseph
thehe prophet a town Wwas laid out and

called Zarah emla situated one mile
from the river west of nauvoo there
we built a log cabin and dug a well
forty five feet deep to water and walled
it with rock previous to this we had
to draw all the water used three quarters
ofaofa mile from a spring in the lone
tree bluff southwest of our house by
placinglacing a barrel on a drag made of theforkfork ofof a tree we also fenced in a few
acres of the prairie with a post and rail
fence and ploughedsloughedhed and put in seed
corn josephjosepa often visited us here as
officers were seeking to kidnap and
take him to missouri he used tto call
me and say johnnie now watchingwatchandchind if
any strangers come you whistle to me
so I1 can slip into the corn field and
when they are gone give me the signal
and then ill return to the house we
built another cabin adjoining one and
one half stories high and a small tramframe e
barn near by upon lots laid off
several persons built cabins and became
our near neighbors among whom werewere
AO smoot isaac darkclark dr alphonso
young rufus fisher john daley
thomas R king peter robinson
pierce hawley joseph lewis
abbott aunt mary smith widow of
fathers brother silas who died in
pike county illinois and her two boys
silas S and tessejesse N boys of about my
own age we did the principal part of
the farming

in 1841 while living here my brother
george A returned from his mission
to england and married bathsheba W
bigler and resided near us father
was sustained as president of the
branches in iowa in 1842 the stake
organizations in iowa were discontinued
and father presided at Zarah emla and
the saints were counselledcounsellercoun selled to
gather in and around nauvoo
in the fall we moved to
nauvoo and lived in a log house of
josephs across the street south from
the white house and across the street
west from the new mansion being built
father was called to ppresidede at ramus
afterwards known as macedonia awen
ty five miles east from nauvoo he
exchanged his place in
for a residence in ramus and moved
there in the winter the winter
I1 attended school taught by manley W
creen and seldom missed a word or
lesson in 1843 1I commenced to learn
the cabinet trade being large off mmy
age I1 was also enrolled in thee mace-

i

ace
donia troop of the nauvoo lefonlegion
with almonalman W babbitt captain I1 at-
tended exercises generally under the
direction olof first lieutenant hardin
yagyagerer and went to night schools work-
ingin I1days in thetae cabinet shopanfntn 1844 during the increaseincrease of
troubles and in hancock
county illinois orders were issuerissued for the
macedonia troop of the nauvoo legion
to march to nauvoo the troops be-
ing assembled and the dispatches read
captain babbitt made the following
speech as near as my memory serves

my men I1 love you but I1 will notnoi go
and will say that not one of you who
start torfor nauvoo will ever reach that
place alive my father president of
the branch stepped in front of the com-
pany and in a clear distinct voice said

every man of you that goes at the
call olof the prophet shall go and return
safely and not a hair of you heads shall
be lost and I1 bless you in the namenaime of
the lord

the troop seventy five in nunumberaber
quickly voted for yager to tikitake

command and in one hour we were on
the march for some days previous
the rain had been falling in torrents
creeks and sloughs were overflowing
and the roads were ankle deep in mud
some six or eight of our party were
mounted on horses the balance trailing
behind the baggage wagons holding
our arms and ammunition above our
heads as we were often waistwaI1 st deep inia
water 4

about fivefiefi e miles on our way we en-
countered a band of mounted
red flags flying they were twice our
number and had gathered around a log
house some fifty yards to the left of thinthe
road they rode around the house sev-
eral times and fired at us as they made
the circle the bibulletsfilets whistling through
the air and some of them plowing up
tthehe groundr0und before reaching bubur line
captainCaptagin yagerY ager placed our men in fillatfile at
ththreeree ppacesaces space directing each man
to load well but hold fire until we could
see them wink just as we were nearly
opposite them they took fright and broke
into a run across the prairie toward
carthage

we reached nauvoo about daylight
and encamped inin front of fosters big
brick house near the temple our camp
equipage was placed by the side of a
log which reached halfway across the
street while I1 was guarding the bag-
gage joseph the prophet rode up to
the log reached his hand to me and
inquired after uncle and aunt he held
me by the hand and pulled me forward
until I1 was obliged to step upon the log
when turning his horse sideways be-
drew me step bby step to near the end of
the 0logo when seeing that each foot left
marksmark uponspon the barkbare he asked me what
was the matter with my feet I1 replied
the prairie grass had cut my shoes to
pieces and wounded my feet but they
would soon be all right I1 noticed the
handhadd he raised to his face was wet and
looking up I1 saw his cheeks covered
with tears he placed his hand on my
head and said god bless you god
bless you my dear boy and asked if
others of the company were in the same
plight I1 replied that a number of them
were turning his face toward mr
lathrop as the latter came to the door
of his store the prophet said let
these men have some shoes lathrop
said 1I have no shoes josephs quick
reply was let them have boots thengreylyosephjoseph then turned to me and said

Yohjohnniennie the troops will be disbanded
and return home I1 shall go to carthacarthagee
forfor trial under the protection of me
governor I1 I1 thenthen leleaninganing towards me
with one hand on my head he said
have no fears for you shall yeyett see

israel triumph and in peace thishi s was
the last time I1 saw and spoke with
jpseph the prophet while living and
the sensation and impression made upon
me will never bbe forgotten on june
aoth 1844 the troops disbanded aud we
marched home numbers otof my brethren
as well as myself being very thankful
for the protection our boots affaffordedbided to
our wounded feet I1
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on the of april jast I1 finishedfini ined
inybay labors in sonorasanora an in company
with elder james W bay left Oaxaca
with a light conveyance bound for


