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.w) . nri lrMk f his disguise." held
hAfnra the astonished painter.

"Phiiin nt Rnaln and.-Do- n Paez arc
v " .r. , r-- - l :
one and the same. Jviay Dancuea

" whom Don Paez had learned to love, be
ever true to Philip. Marquia of Mari-- !
avalle, we ask of you the hand of your
dau;Utrt Donna Eetafanla, for our
oourb-palnt- er and: beloved friend Don
Alfonza Sanchez do Coelio."
- 'That which the King-a- s Its a subject
may not deny," answered the oldcourtl--t
er "bowing low before his sovereign.

God blesa you! Sanchez," said Philip,
as he placed the hand of Estafanla in
that of Coello. "May you both be as
havpy as here he lowered hla olce

: I am wretched!"
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Ik HOUSE TVnEBE MEN ftETElt
F ,utcn. .

How do you think you would like to
live fearing every moment to uo wuwu
up; not daring to speak loud, to jar any
thin cr. for fear of startimr an explosion
that would tend you in an iustant to the
other world? . ?

.

You don't think It would be! very
pleasant? Well, it ian't; yet hundreds
of men live just in that state, work,
receive pay, and' live year' after - year
in the very sight of death, as it were;
all that the world may have gunpow-
der. ' f, ' , "r

Yon can easily guess that .those men
: po about ouletlv and never laugh. -

You. know that KUnnowder is very
. dangerous in a gun, or near a fire, but

perhaps 'you - don't - know --that It is
oi lv daneerous all throuen tne pro

cess of maklncr. ' A powder mill is
fearful place to visit, and strangers are
verv seldom allowed to enter one. xney
are built far from any . town, in the
woods, and each branch of the work is
done in a separate Duiiaing;. inese
houses are quite a distance from each
other, so that if one blows v up it
wouldn't blow up the rest. Then the
lower parts or r the ouuuing are maae
very strong, wnue tne roois are very
lightly set on. so that if it explodes
only the roof will suffer. J3ut, in spite,
of every care, sometimes a wnoie settie-rao- ai

of tb pwd miibiriu so oiraF
most In an instant, and every vestige or
the toll of years will be swept away in a
few seconds. - V-B- at.

though you feel like holding
your breath to look at it, it ia really a
very interesting process

- to see. It is
made, perhaps you know; of charcoal,
saltpetre and brimstone.' - Each of those
articles is nreoared in a house by itself :
but the house where they are mixed is
the first terrible one. In this building
la an immense mill-ston- e, rolling round

stone are put the three fearful Ingredi-
ents of gunpowder. There they are
thoroughly mixed and ground together.
This is a very dangerous operatian, be- -
cause lr tne stone comes in contact witn
its iron bed it is very apt to strike fire,

-- ; ' and the merest suspicion of a spark
would set off the whole. The materials
are spread three or four inches thick , in
the bed: . the wheel, which goes by water
power, Is started, and every man leaves
the place. The door is shut, and the
machinery ' left to do its ' terrible
work alone. When it has run long
enough the mill is stopped and ' the
men . come back. This operation
leaves . the powder in hard lumps or
cakes. ;

The next house is where the cakes are
broken Into, grains, and, of course, is
quite as dangerous as the last one. But
the men can't go away from this; theyare obliged to attend to it every mo
ment, and you may be sure no laugh or
joke is ever beard within its walls. Ev---
ery one w20 goes lh has to take off his
boots and put on rubbers, because one

fraln of the dangerous powder, crushed
boot, would explode the whole In

an instant.' The floor of this house is covered with
leather, and is made perfectly black bythe dust of gunpowder. It contains a
set of selves, each one smaller than the

: last, through which the powder is slft--
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where it Is ground up, while men shovel
It in with wooden shovels. The machi-
nery makes a great deal of noise, but the

r men are silent, as In the other houses.
.The reckless crashing of the machineryeven seems to give greater horror, and

. one is very anxious to get out cf that
house. - - - - -

The . etovifig-hon-se is the next, on
r . the list and .there the gunpowder is

heated on wooden trays. It is veryhot. and no workmen stay there. From
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goes at last to the storehouse.
One feels like drawing a long breath

to see the fearful stuff safelv packed
away out of the hands of men, in this
curious house. "

"You've heard of things being as dryas a -- powder house, 'but you' wouldn't
think this house very dry. It is almost
imbedded in water. The roof is one big
tank kept full of water. .Did you ever
hear of a water-roo- f before? Instead of
steps to go in, their are shallow tanks of
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i In none of these towder houses Is any
light ever allowed except sunlight. The
wages are good, the day's work is short,

; ending always at 3 or 4 o'clock. But the
men have a serious look, that makes one
uunkverymoment of the danger and
jgiao togt away. - t ; , , , ij N ; J . , - j

inougn cunoaitv may take a man
once to visit a powder-mil- l, he has ino
desire to go the second time; and he feels
all the rest of his life that for . once he
has been very near death. .Cr.
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