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It is good to meet together as we are
met on the present occasion. It is good
to H{)G&k on the goodness of God, and it

easant and instructive to hear; we

THE DESERET

NEWS.

-

| some people think that we might, when
we convene together, talk about some-
thing else; about something whichthe

would designate as being more spiritual.
We meet together as men of intelligence,
as men possessing natural wants, who
have natural bodies, which bodies have
to be clothed, to be fed and provided
for; we meet together as rational indi-
viduals and as heads of families, who

is
-u?nr & privilege that is not puasessedfhave children growing up that need, in

by any of the inhabitants of the earth
exceptourselves; it isa privilege, which,
when properly understood by the Saints,
they will esteem to be greater than any
other earthly blessing that ean be be-
stowed upon them. %‘Ve assemble to-
gether in a different capacity from that
of any other people; we meet here as
the representatives of God upon the
earth. Yetoccupying the high position
shat we do, blessed as we are with the
light of truth, with the Holy Priest-
hood, with the fulness of the everlasting

ospel; in possession of light and in-

lligence that_is not imparted unto
ethers, but of which they are ignorant,
we stand emphatically as God’s elect, as
His representatives on the earth; at the
same time there is mixed up with usa
great amount of weakness, infirmities
and follies, and we need continually
the aid, teaching and protection of the
.lei%:ity God, to govern, guide, lead
and direct us in the right path.

As 1 before stated, we stand in a
different position to the Almighty and
to the world from that of any other
polfle. To us God has revealed His
will; He has opened the heavens to us;
smong us He has organized the Holy
Priesthood, and revealed those princi-
ples which exist in the eternal world;

of us He has made messengers of life

and salvation, to us He has communi-
eated His law, and from us He expects
ebedience and aready co-operation with
Him in bringing to pass those great
avents that must transpire in the build-
ing up and establishment of the king-
dom of God in the last dayvs. The Lord
is anxious to do us good, to enlighten
our minds, to inform our judgment, to
unfold untous Hiswill,and to strengthen
us and prepare us for the great events
shat must transpire in thesé last days.
He is desirous to show us how to save
ourselves, how to bless ourselves tem-
porally and spiritually, intellectually,
morally, physically, Eulitically and in
every possible way that He is eapable
of bestowing His blessings upon fallen
humanity. He is desirous to perform
a great work upon the earth, to bring
about a great revolution among men; to
establish correct principles of every
kind, and to make the earth and the in-
habitants thereof fulfil the measure of
$heir creation, and prepare all, that are
eapable or worthy, toreceive everlastin
e and exaltation in the celestial king-
dom where He dwells. He is desirous
of making use of us as His instruments
in the development of this great work
in which He has engaged.
We have been in the habit of reading
the words of the prophets in relation to
the establishment of the kingdom of

God, and what they have said and the |

B&hit by which they were inspired.
'e have reflected a good deal upon
what the Lord would do in relation to
establishing correct prineciples upon the
earth in the last days. e have read
about these things and we have believed
them in part, and as the Spirit of God
has beamed upon our minds, latterly
we have been enabled to comprehend
more fully some of the things that the
Ernphets in ancient times wrote about,

ut of which they understood very
little, and we can only understand them
as we are taught; we can only compre-
hend the. designs of God as He reveals
them to us; we can only understand our
duty as the Spirit of God makes it mani-
fest, either through the Elders of Israel,
or by the revelations of God to our-
selves, or both. ‘

It is in vain for the Elders of Israel to
teach the principles of truth unless the

ple are prepared to receive them; and
t is vain for the ILord to communicate
His will unto the people, unless the
people possess a portion of His Spirit
to comprehend something of that will
and the designs of God towards them,
and towards the earth upon which they
dwell. Nor can the Lord work with
them unless they are prepared to co-
operate with Him in the establishment

His kingdom upon the earth.

There are a great many things of
which we speak that seem to be very
simple, and very unnecessary, in the
estimation of some, for us to talk about.
We have heard in this conference re-
Earts from different parts of the Terri-

ry about their crops, about the way
the land is cultivated, about the kind
of improvements the Fen le are making,
about the prospects that lie before them
for sustaining themselves with all the
common necessaries of life, ete. And

the first place, to be instructed in the
common laws of life and in those things
that are necessary to promote our ¢om-
mon well-being. The first thing that
devolves upon all human beings, so far
as I can comprehend it, is to provide a
way for their own sustenance. One of
the very first commandments that God
gave to Adam, was when He placed
him in the garden, He told him to
dress or till it, so’ that he might be able
to provide for his necessities. The fiat
of the Almighty, at the time that Adam
was expelled from the garden of Eden
was, that man should ‘‘eat his bread by
the sweat of his brow;"’ that we cannot
avoid. By this inscrutable law we are
. compelled to attend to some of the first
bread and necessarily die. Conse-
possessions, an inheritance, ete., we
talk about things that are some of the
first necessaries pertaining to human
existence., We live by breathing the
air that God gives us, tgr drinking the
water that He causes to flow for ourgus-
tenance, and by cultivating the earthin

ducts of the earth. This is one of the
first duties pertaining to man, and
| hence when we meet together to form
new settlements as part of the bod

politic—as part of the kingdom of Ciod,
it devolves upon all of us, always, to as-
certain how we can sustain ourselves
in the position in which we are placed.
Hence when we hear of any difficulties,
such as we have heard of in the south
at various times, and from other sources,
pertaininito the existence of man, it
causes & thrill of feeling to go through
the whole of the people that form part
of the kingdom of God; for if one mem-
ber of the body suffers they all suffer
with it, and if one member of the body
rejoices the rest rejoice with it. When
we hear from the south, as at the
present time, that they are raising their
bread, and that there is every reasona-
ble prospect of them being enabled to
sustain themselves, we feel comforted
by the report. When we hear from the
north of the destruction made by the
early frosts, and yef, notwithstanding
this disaster, of the prospects that lie
before them, and the encouragement
that they hold out to us of the prosperity

g | of their settlements there, and that they

will bé able to provide for themselves
we feel comforted thereby, . and feel
thankful to the God of Israel that He
is providing for and taking care of His
Saints.

We believe that the kingdom of God

Egirit-ual and eternal Kingdom, to use
this expression according to our com-
prehension; and when men are deprived
of the common necessaries of life, and
have not wherewith to sustain them-
selves, they have but very little time to
attend to religious matters, and they
cannot be of much benefit to their
brethren in helping to establish the
kingdom of God upon the earth. But
when on the other hand we see that the
Saitits are blessed in the north, in the
south, in the east and in the west; when
we see them industrious, persevering
and diligent, and using all lawful
measures to provide for themselves and
their families and those that depend
upon them, and when we see them cul-
tivating the Spirit of God in them and
living their religion, cleaving close to
the Almighty and drawing blessings
from His hand, then we acknowledge
the hand of God in all things, and feel

Every one of these things is of great
im{mrtance to the Saints of God, and we
feel interested in all these matters. Are
they prospering in the south? We
acknowledge the hand of God in it. Is
the climate tempered in the north? We
acknowledge the hand of God in it. Do
the rains descend upon our parched
land and cause it to bring forth luxuri-
antly? We acknowledge the hand of
God in it, and so we do in every thing
that we see, and in every t-hing that we
have to do with; for we read ‘‘that the
wrath of the Almighty is kindled
against none but those who do not
acknowledge His hand in all things.”
We are gathered together here as a
Eeculiar people; we dYffer, as 1 stated
efore, in almost every respect, from
the world of mankind with which we
'are surrounded. The Lord gives to
them seed-time and harvest, summer
and winter, and pours the rich blessings

-

necessary afiairs of life, or to go without

quently, when we talk about land and-

order that we may partake of the pro- |

thin

is a temporal kingdom as well as a

to bless the name of the God of Israel.”
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of heaven into their laps; He gives them | the law of sin and death,”” We are told

mechanical talent and inge

inspires them' with a knowledge of the
arts and sciences; He has been pouring
upon them the rich blessings of intelli-

gence and of plenty for ages, but they

do not acknowledge His hand, Men
boast of their own intelligence, of their
own wisdom, of their own power, might
and understanding; this is a general
rule, with but few exceptions. They
feel a good deal like the king of Babylon
did when in his pride he rose up and
said, ““Is not this great Babylon that 1
have built? have I not done these things
by my wisdom, by my intelligence, by
wmy power and might.,”” With us itis
different. We are indebted to God for
the first rays of light and intelligence
that ever beamed upon,us. Who
among us knew the first principles of
the gospel of Christ until we heard them
from the Elders of Israel? There is not
a man among us that did; there is not a
man in existence to-day.that knows
them, only as they have been communi-
cated to him from God. Who told us
that # was right to be baptized in the
name of Jesus for the remission of sins?
Who taught us it was right to receive
the Holy Ghost by the laying on of
hands? J{’\r"lrulzlr taught us that it was
right that there should be an authority
given by God to man, to enable him to
officiate legally in His name, and that
everything in the shape of religion
ﬁ the earth was spurious and not of
? It was communicated to Joseph
Smith by the openin
by the ministering of
by the voice of Ged. Until that voice
was heard, until these communieations
were made known, the inhabitants of
the world were wrapped in ignorance;
they knew nothing about God nor the
principles of eternity, nor the way to
save themselves nor anybody else.
We have nothing to boast of in this
articular. I do not s of these

of) the heavens

hings by way of boasting, but I speak l

of them to acknowledge the hand and
mercy of God towards us as a people.
What would a man give in exchange
for his soul? We are told that a man
will give all he hath for his life, what
will he give then in exchange for his
soul, or has he aything to barter for it?
What is it that hath loosed us from the
shackles of ignorance, error, supersti-
tion and folly with which we were
bound? It is the light of heaven, the
revelations of God, the ministration of
the Holy Priesthood that has im

to us intelligence in re lation to these
gs, without this it is impossible
that we could know anPrthing in rela-
tion to them. Who is there in the,
world that understands anything of
God, or His will? They cannot be
found; they know nothing of liim, It
would be needless to talk aliout the
folly of many of their priests, and their
ideas and notions in relation to these
matters. What do they know of God?
They tell us He is a spirit; what else?
That He is without ‘‘body,
passions,” some tell us that He sits on
the top of a topless throne, ete. 1t is
not necessary to enter into these mat-
ters; we know them and we do not wish
at the present timeto reflect upon them.
I am simply reflecting upon my own
ignorance as one of them. When I was
among them I was a teacher, and what
did I know? Simply nothing. I knew
nothing of God, of the principles of
eternal truth and life, and I could not
find anybody anywhere that knew any
more than I did. T am indebted te
“Mormonism,’’ to the light of truth, to
the revelations of God, to the adminis-
trations of the Holy Priesthood for all
the knowledge and light and intelli-
gence that I may possess in relation to
these matters; and this is the case with
all of us, we were all unaquuainted with
God, with the Holy Priesthood and with
the way to obtain enternal life, and the
same ignorance that beclouded our
minds, previous to the opening of the
heavens to Joseph Smith, and the com-
ing forth of the fullness of the gospel
through him, beclouds the rest of the
world at the present time. They know
not where they are going to, nor where
they came from, I used to ask myself
sometimes questions like the following:
Who am I? Where did I come from?
What am I doing here? What is the
object of my existence? Who organ-
ized the world, and for what purpose
was it organized? Could I answer
them? No, and nobody else could an-
swer thega for me, for they know no-
thing about these things; neither priest
nor philosopher, mor statesman, nor
any man that 1 could associate with
could unravel these questions; they
could not tell the whys and the where-
fores in relation to some of these sim-

ple things that have been given to us.
The Gospel, we are told in one 1119.1{3*\?.-,
hrist

is *‘the law of the s]]}.irit. of life in
Jesus,”” and “'it hath made us free from

nuity; He | in another

oly Angels and
il thi ‘rbug/whnm say ye that I am?
an

- —

lace that it is ‘‘good news
and glad t cg;tlfﬂ,” but if we eompre-
hend it _correctly, the gospel holds the
keys, through the Priesthood, of the
mysteries of God; the gospel *‘brings
life and immortality to light,” and
wherever it exists, in whatsoever bososs
it dwells, whoever has en%nged in the
Pmpngatmn of the gospel has u know-
edge of life and immortality, it is that
which unvails the heavens, and with-
out it men are ignorant in relation to
the future, and of that salvation of
which they talk so muech. The gospel

laces men in communication with the

ord, so that they can understamd
something of God, and something of
His law, and without the gospel they
«annot understsnd anything about
Him; and hénce some will think one
thing about him and scme another.
Whoever has posessed the gospel
whether in former or in latter times it
has bmu%ht life and immortality to
light to them, it shows men who they
are and what they are, itshows them
something about God, and it was said
in former times that, this is life eternal
to know God and Jesus Christ whom
He hath gent. Without the gospel it
would be impossible for men to have
any knowledge of God, or of Jesus
Christ whom He hath sent., Hence,
when Jesus asked the question of His
disciples ‘‘whom do men say that I tive
Son of man am? They answered Him,
some say thou art Elias, and some
thou art Moses and some that thou art
one of the prophets risen from the dPaad;

eter

wered, thou art the Son of the Idv-

ing God. Jesus said unto him, blessed
art thou Simon Barjona, for flesh and
blood hath not revealed this unto thee,
but my Father which is in heaven,
and thou art Petér, and upon this rock
will I build my church and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.”

How did Peter know that He was the
Christ? He knew it by revelation; he
had the gospel, and the %u‘sgel brings
life and immortality to light, and re-
veals unto the human family the exist-
ence of a God and their relationship to
Him. Weare indebted to God for light,
for the intelligence we enjoy, for the
knowledge of the gospel that is placed
within our reach.

Now let us proceed a llttle further in
relation to these matters. God is desir-
ous of benefiting us, and for this reason
He has revealed unto us His will, for
this reason He has opened the heavens
and communicated with us. God is de-
girous of m‘ﬁli&hing Hislaw, His auth-
ority, His kingdom, His dominion
among men. IHe is desirous to be obey-

arts and | fil their

ed by the human family, and to have
them submit to his teachings, to His

uidance and to His direction. He is
ﬁesirnus of establishing correct princi-
ples among mankind that will do them
good, that will bless them, that will ex-
alt them, that will prepare them to full-
destin upon the earth, and the
first step that He has taken is to impart
unto them through obedience to the

r _'alea of the gospel of Christ, the
PIul host, and MH through that can
they comprehend God or His laws.
‘“Fxcept a manbe born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God, and except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he eannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” We sometimes feel a little in-
dignant at the actions of men  around
us, we think that they act strangely,
and so thE{ do. We think that they
are very full of prejudice, and so they
are; we think that they are very wicked
and showa very malignant spirit to-
ward us, and are desirous to injure us,
and we have often been astonished at
this when we have been abroad in the
world; we have seen very honorable,
high minded men.and women that fear
(God and work righteousness, and vet
there is an array of prejudice and perse-
cution against them that would almost
astonish us. What is the matter? They
do not see things as wesee them, there
is a thick veil over them; they are some-
thing like the people that Jesus spoke
about in His day, when He prayed,
‘“‘Father forgive them for they know no
what they do.” They know not the
light and intelligence of the Holy Ghost,
and consequently they do not under-
stand our position, and they are lead by
other influences they Kknow nothing
about. They do not see the kingdom of
God nor can they. Ido not care what
their wisdom is, nor their intelligence,
I do not care what school they were
taught in, or who was their teacher, 1
care nothing about the extent of their
capacity, reading or intelligence acquir-
ed or possessed, unless they have posses-
sed the Spirit of the living God, they
cannot comprehend the aflairs pertain-
ing to the Kingdom of God. Well, but
are there not many very honorable and

high-minded men in the world that are
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