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Famous Documents From the Time of the Pilgrim

fathers Down to the Present DadDau

Causes For Gluing Thanes
I

0 Just what na Ionlong eseles-

tablishedToT Thanksgiv-
ingIng slay In the United Stales
really1 one huhas only toio turn over

the musty leaves ofoC a certain old bookbook-
InIn the archive room ofIt the secretary oof
state at W ton

In that strange volume are many dryIry
and yellowlIol parchments one orof the most
Int of Which Is na time faded
Bhsheett with crooked characters
In whIch Is ret forth nnan official procla
matlon beginning as followsfollow

Whereas theUle LordLoN our gracIous God001

hathbath lately bestowed several
mercies uponUllOn our deardeor native country
andInd so0 on

The dale of this little sheetetet-
IsIsb Sept 20 Iif 1 and It Iis the order otof
the court settingBetting Qapart a11 daday otof thanksthanks-
givinggiving That isII In alt probability the

day otof which
country huha anyany record

One doesdou not nagainaln hear otof a ThanksThankThanks-
givinggiving day proclamation until 1661 The
manumanuscript orof this proclamation IIi cull
la at thetho archive room anandl

contains no lassINs than I4 blhIg mara
sumsIUM arguiNg that It waswaa written outaul
amid much dl and afteratler greet

It setatt aaparttrl JUly 19 1591

alae Ra day of pUblic thanksgiving tor
suchluch mercies IIIas freedom from

diseases fortor protection during soo
many yearrB In the remote wilderness
and fortor the favorfaor that 00Clod1 hath givenII-

uuus In the eyesees and heart otof our gracious
IOvsovereigntn lordION and king

It soundsMund rather strange In American
earsara today to hear of their forefathers
thusthul fortor the health and Mica
Hon ofet their gradous lord andami

Six yearsr laterlatr ththere wasal anan-

other
an-

otherother setting apart KorKorf-
e

fio
fe5 U as01 a11 dayda otof solemn ad hum
blwe Unto Almighty God
and alalsoQ thanks fortor the preliNpre-
vention of the common enemy orof our
nation teem infesting our coasts and

There are alsoalo
IonstlonA for lc and 1676 The Cl of
suchmch a document t etat this seems touehave an established thinthing andaall
IninWil1 71 the proclamation begins TheTh
council at this commonwealth
eting the manmany kindnesses otof the Lord
toward Itla poor i of this colony

and Ihn asksalk the people to duly give
thInksthanks fortor the blessings otof the past
year

In the otof the proclamations
Stt and vrwry solemn and staidItald
documents tbtthey laIi the king of01

nd who getstl mostmoat otof the space InIn-

thethe document Only three yearsteara InIn-

tacttact betabefore Ihthe Declaration otof lode
ththere Is a reference

to 1hung OlOr Rnaril Queen MaryIary But
I the cha wasas soonlOOn to come In
the 1 thanksgiving proclamation
b Very unequivocal In Its expression otof
thankfulness fortor deliverance from kingking-
ll rutsrule liter a11 long Ptpreamble the doe

of 1771 somewhat after the mantRan
ncrner of the Declaration orof Independence

states
RII that whilst British avaara

ricerlee openly andad British tyranny vigor
OUI endeavors to wrestrelt from usUI the
free exercise otof thosethOle right whichhl h
heaven alike bestowedbellowed on all mankind
and without which human life isII Ilees a
favor than the gravegrae God linehOl glenEho
knee States a just wase otof tltheirNr worthrth
endand of tilethe impossibility of resigning
thothaw right to manIMn without the guilt
otof rebellion againstt clod treason to the
present and treachery to all future gen

TIllThe then goesgotS on to InIn-

oke
In-

voicevoiceoke thank fortor ththe preservation otof the
commander In orof the army and
for the reflecting not without
III10 touch ofat quiet IronIrony the
Imes through which tmthe country wasWat

then In thouthose early ThanksThank
turkey o and guns must

huehave been somewhat Inc
mixed up Still this particular procla
mittenmatlon gives thanks to that Providence

which enabled thetho armies to make
such standstandl as81 have baffleded the efforts
ofat our inveterate toes and protected the
frontiers from the sword and the wilder

and the seacoast from the depre
otof an hostile Sleetfleet and also

compelled the emmenemy to vacatearote the copcall
Ital and delivered the sameBorne from the
mortal distemper had visited

It There are a dozen signers to thi
popaperper which refersreters again and again to

and Incidents of the war
litat the showing w 11 what
was foremost litin oerevery mansman heart and
mind

melh BookDook of Common Prayer revised
In 1118 fortor tM use of the Protestant

church In Americo directed
Qa formronn vtof prayertr and thanksgiving to

Almighty Gal for the fruits of the
tarthrth and all the other blessings ofat
mlhis merciful providence to10 be used
yearlyearl on the trot Thursday In No
emb r or on suchuch other daday as shall

be appointed bby the authority
All11 the thanksgIving proclamations

Issued bby the different presidents otof the
republic areaft kept In the library ofIt the
state ddepartment In oneOM of the largo
bookcases them EachEnch document isb InIn-

bI
In-

aa bIbig brown envelope antIand IsII carefully
filed aWlaway a series fortor each yearMr The
fleet proclamation Issued In thisthill
connection isIK dated Jan 1 1186 and In
oneOM senseII of the word this date might I

litbe calledlIld the birth year otof the realrul
American Thanksgiving daday This firstt
document leII IIsignedned by OKGeorgerge
ington and Indorsed by Edward HanItan

hithi attorney general There Is a
ascend proclamation byb James Madison
afterRiter whichh the chief magistrates of
this country appear to have forgotten
the dday or else the proclamations es

the sameame have beenLeen lost fortor
them Is18 none until we come down to the
Lincoln administration

In 1111 there wasas Doa significant and ntatat-

thethe same time na noble proclamation

issued by Governor Caleb Strong In
which he refers ntat some length to the
war which wasal at that timetimo taking
place This document prays that our
notional rulers andond the government ofat
Great Britain may be Influenced hlby na
spirit otof moderation and Justice and
that the peoplele orof both countries mamay
remember that Ihothey lireare descended from jI

the same ancestors and believe In thethe-

mesameme gospelospel ofoC salvation and that all
obstructions to the establishment otof an
equitable and lasting pence may liebe
removedremond It further proprays that God
may preserve the lives otof the soldiers

I

and sailors and nasksks that the countrycountr
be spared from further effusion otof huhu-

man
hu-

manman blood In tact taken as a whole
the different proclamations otof thanksthanks-
givinggiving issued In this countrycountr stand out
unique among statestale documents fortor their
solemn beauty and lofty lone

Although the United States otof AmerAmer-
IcaIca had Qa glgoateat deal to hebe thankful fortor
durIng those tonglong years between the
datedale ofo thanksgiving procla
motionillation and that otof Lincoln no pres
dentIdent so tarfar as81 we know seems to have
oared to issuenue na proclamation fortor gengen-

eral
gen-

eraleral public thanksgiving until AApril 10

1St when Lincoln broke silence with
his now historic soliciting excx

otof thanksthank from hishll people fortorfor-

thethe blessings otof the palpast In this ruesmeso
sagea e the president especially recom-
mended

recom-
mendedmended to the people on their nextnelt
weekly assemblages In their accustomaccustom-
eded placesl otof pUblic worship that service
otof thanks be made and alsoallo that the
people Implore spiritual consolation In
behalf otof all whoho hnhaveve been brought
Into nI by casualties and calam

otof sudden and eMI war
This proclamation as It stands todatoday

wasal milwrittenten In a bold clerical hand and
signed by the prellpresidentdent and Secretary
Seward One year later the president
was called upon to issue hishll second
proclamation otof thanksgiving and this

which was July 15 Ilk nilall orof
nt hashus na certain sinsin-

ee and solemnity about It
The day setlei apart fortor national

thanksgiving praise and prayer WwasI
Aug 6 This proclamation unlike all1111

ItsIII predecessors Willwas rl on a1 siltnut
edged sheet otof parchment otof unusual
size tipUp to10 this timelimo November did
not appear to be n popular time fortor
thanksgiving though as laII velluvell known
In classical times It hlidd alwaysalas been
the autumn and verve fitlyfilly tooloo In
which thanks were given to th Rods fortor jI

plentiful harvests The appropriateness
of holding such thank Cerecere-
moniesmonies utat the timelime when nilall ththe liarhor
vests and fruits had been Gathered In
did not eem to occur to the American
mind until the yearcar 166313 when FreeIrel
Ident Lincoln issued n proclamation
calling attention to tho fact ofat the
country being blessed II fruitful
fields and luthe midst
ofat civil war o unequaled magnitude and
severity TheTho president then goesoeo onon-

toto10 point out the blessings which havehavo
thetho United Slates and acts

forth thetho lnlastt Thursday In
without naming the actual date asal aa-

day
a-

dayday otof thanksgivIng and praise to our
beneficent Father who In the
heavens nuthut during all that time the
shadowhn otof wwarr hunhung darkly over the
landI J andaM the hearts orof the people and
even the president could not help reore
erring again and again In his message
of thank offering to those troubles
which 10lay so80 heavily on hishll own heart
ntat lIu lIme IleHe ferventlylIy Implores the

I interposition of Almighty Clod to10 heat
the wounds otof the muttonmilan and to restore
it uslie soonnoon as might be consistent with
the divine purpose to the fulltull enjoyment
of peace and harmony tranquillity and
union

The third regular thanksgivIng proc
Wal issued by Andrew JohnJohn-

sonsonlion on Oct 2926 and appointed the first
Thursday In December as na daday otof pann

thanksgiving to the Creator of
the universe fortor these deliverdeller
ances and blessings ThIs seems to Lobobo-

thethe day ever eelcel
In thus country The original

draft otof this proclamation laIs written on
one page of plain foolscap and is Inn the
handwriting otof SecretorSecretary Seward It le18

Interesting to note thetho different
changes emendations and
Ions made lIyby the of01 state
UrMr Seward seems to changed
mind several times during lietho framing
of01 the document forCor the page isII fulltull
ofer scratches and erasures Thefhe procla
matronmatlon uvas finally male veryery short
the original document lI tillingfilling
Its one page The secretary seems to
havehae had trouble In starting the doedoc

which chanced to Uefo the
one after the scar lieHe first bbeginln with

Whereas itII has pleased Almighty God
to nave the then thc savesao
to withhold tramfrom and finally mak
trigIng na third correction put In to10 reore
hove the but scratching that out lieho
mIkesmakes Ra clean start again by rewriting

Whereas It hashili pleased Almighty 00God1
during the year which has comecome-
toto nnan end to relieve our beloved councoun-
trytry In the groat but again he changed
hlhis mind and wrote from the fearful
scourge otof civil war and to vouchsafe
to us the promise Here another
change had to10 bobe made hanging the
the last sentence to read and to per
mil us to secure the blessings ofIf peace
unity and harmony with thetho great enen-

largement
en-

largement orof civil liberty It is18 oleoalsoalso-
toto be noticed that MrIr Intended
In another sentence before thetho
word blessings but apparently wrote
It so10 badly that the copying clerk In
desperation leftlett It out Ityr ThThe
rest of the i Is nudemade upUJ otofot-

a
of-

aa recommendation for prayer and
thanksgiving

Johnsons second proclamation was
the first to name definitely n dotedate
Thursday Nov 299 nR na doday orof
thanks butbul does nothot mention It as thethe-

last
the-

lastlast Thursday In November tho dayIlay
now observed

TheTho first official thanksgiving procla
matlon of President Grant wasas Issued
Oct 5 9 and 1II written on heavy
parchment It coe two large pagespagel
otof this parchment a d sets forth NovNov-

is
jI

is18 as the General
Grant seems to havehae na stereostereo-
typedtyped formtorm orof expression Infn nilall ofat his

ofat this character and mostmaltmalt-
ototof them too are I

A special Thanksgiving daday wasWaR oror-

dereddareddered In June 1576 setting forth the teltol
louring Fourth of JulJuly the centennial

of the Independence otof the
StatesStille neI n day orof national

thank offering in thisthle proclamation
Grant saysene The tounfounders of the goygO

at Its birth and In itsIII feelings
Invoked blessings and the protection
otof the divine Providence to the 1312 cotcol
onles and the havehae expanded
Into na nation ofat strength and power
commanding na position whitwhich waswal then
desired and fortor whichhl h ferventterent prayers
wereuvero then offered In view of the tulfulful-

fillment ofat those prayers the
Invites the good people of the United
Slates to celebrate the Fourth otof JulJul-
In

July
In addition to their u ual observances
ofat tiletie daday In suchlIuch na manner and In
suchuch IIa time as their respective localities
and religious associations makemak mostmOlt
convenient to mark the occasion by
someIOme public or religious or devout
thanksgiving to qtyT God fortor the
blessings whichh have been bestowed

upon us as na nation duringdurin the cencen-

tury
cen-

turytury orof our existence and humbly to dode
voteote the continuance of His1118 tofavorvor andond
His protection

The first proclamation issued bby PusPres
dentIdent Hayes covered four clocloselyely writwrit-
tentonten JlpagesgOS otof large foolscap and Is still
tied with a large uu ribbon The doecloo

isII most beautifully executed All
tourfour ofIt this presidents wereVere
couched In languaGe
graceful and studied and all were very
much alike

The original copy of the first
motion otof Arthur Issuedblued NoN-

oan
Nov

6 an1651 bearsLearl In the handhand-
writingwriting orof airIr Blaine with also a fewrew
emendations bby thetho president
The last proclamation of Arthur lireis se

on account orof ItitsI brevity fortor
after n shorthort Introduction It succinctly
stales In recognition ofat this customcUllom
I Chester L Arthur president ofat the
United States do asal
such 1a dayIlay ofDr general thanksgiving
Thursday the day orof
rho present November That prac-
tically is the entire

When wowe comcomb to the regime otof
President Grover Cleveland we0 find
that the Thanksgiving daday proclama-
tions are more lengthy and more dabelab-
orateorate EvenEen the manuscripts
ofat thesethelle addressee fortor such they really
are were mostmalt carefully ornamented
by thetho clerk or clerksclerkII who prepared
and copied them and the language It

selfolt isII always a1 finequent and lofty sail r
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ThThe nev Dr Arthur L who
hashaa beepbeen

r of Nebraska UI the JOnon otof na
jam clergyman 1It leI HidUW he

leIe the fount looking otof the
church

S otof MlehMich

u

hhas purchased the wholehole of Morgan
Ont a mikemil fortor the I

whit pine upon Itit UaIle
out nearly ItIf Inott quite t S
but Intends to hod nestmet ofat It awaitIngng

neIle Ipaidd V JQ ii-

EraEzraEra Inan e

otof Sharon ale10 has just eted the
otof a tourfour brick

forlor underground The
rootroof otof the househOGIe lIonIs on 1a level with the
street and the whole elands
Inn an excavation 0 lintellined with
stone anaril houtehou walkaUa bebe-
inging aral isd from tbthen otof the pit bb-

a
by

a tourfour tout areaway

In constant dreaddrtad otof and he
his novel dwelling with a view

to makIng It windproof It III laideald to
have coatrolt him

Otey otof Virginia havIng
discovered that there waswal no portrait
litOt General Robert E Lee among those
att Point otof the former

otof the academy huhas

written to Ir and SecSec-

retary lootnoot and received answer that
the portrait will be hung among be
others ItIf donated to the academy

The people of Conn reliedrailed
money and purchased an organ fortor useuee
on tM United StatesState training shipchip

and now they are
more funds for the purchase of a

library for the shiphip TheTho IIs to
have tho subscriptions In smallemall sumsBums
ndInd ninnymany otof them

MrIr Four lilieslille otof Conn
has mademad application to the court to
have hll name changed to rankFrank
on the ground that hIs present
Ion II frequently used toIII hold him up
to ridicule lit1111 father had five chitehll

dren nilall boysboS and j
be

oi

them ordinary na ps0
the first five nume

ed them by Y
and Three MllesMiltS have Ua Tf
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Ordinarily JUIJu k Lis a not or cproprovidentId ent crcreature who rfortor worrying abut why
to eatent tomorrow so iong u t toenough for today hubhUI for swI

like j jJand Fourth of JUly he makmaxi a
unusual effort And eaveslavel f 11 Ir rput intoInlo theIho cumin m
occasionocca lon IllsJUs sr

L
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are beingheinli taken up blb r

allowed to missmIll the feast but Un
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be paid when cmconvenient

One by h the men nie rr-
eyeey lela bby commuting theIr UIrL nIli
government Is extremelyC Uber t3 U
amount of foodlood furnished sI Itil
dally ration providedld tor nth r Y k

more than he canan fateat un um
circumstances TheIhl value rf I dux
ration IsII put dodownn atas toJO cncents m
coon want to easave fortor soma C rI tI
like Thanksgiving It Is IIa
practice forCor ttenn to draw utrat asI t
only seven Itif theIbe menmell cons u I

tm the value of the 1 nt
lions would thusthu amount t I tf
day This Is 10 aro r J

sum bby the time day comps ll-
andand Is usedud fortor extra
holiday dinner

When Ballosailors go in forlor ari t

seldom do It byI halves and a T1 IIa
giving dinner onnn board IIIas Ar ji
warship is well worthIrth T1 frC
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for In that caseCOI the men canall titits
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Enormous turkeysturk standland i l Stt

each end of the tables atal the beg t
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places 01are supplied later by r 31
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