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SOCIAL PROGRESS

the boston herald makes the point
that when reference laIs made by some
esanguine individual to the possibility
of future government and social re
formsforma we are apt to look upon the
proposition as indicative of an excited
imagination and as having but little
basis of possibility in the experience
of mankind but it Isie not improbable
that those who judgefudge of human nature
andan i social and government institutions
by what they seeee around them are
entirely in the wrong as to the adapta-
bility of mankind to better conditions
mr froude pointed out in one of his
essays tbthatatthethe difference between men
of the present day and their prede-
cessorscensors in early historical times is that
while we believe that the world isie
improving that there is a better
time coming and that our own
concondition tola preferable to that of our
ancestors the ancancientslents thought that
the golden age of the worldsworld when
mankind was happiest and therefore
had the best right to be contented was
in the past and that society waswa de-
terioratingteriorating instead of improving this
isia from a strictly liberal standpointaland point but
asaa an abstract proposition its truth may
be accepted
that mankimancid id progressessers in the

artsana and sciences i i the more abstruse
departments of physical life aud in the
weanslubans of di his imbres

an I1 rmatlon cannot be dis-
pute 1 that he hasbus become more hu-
mane in civilized modern etianbaa jnjim

times is also undisputed
anisania incites our to place
t teloreetore us a study olof1 ootemporary history

i class of research that was denied to
tunatio ancients as having been the
hief cause of ouourr belief in

I cial progress and this supplies
Uin4 with evidence of improvements
kimtin it have taken place within a
relatively short space of time for ex
maple mr J C Jeffrejeffresonsou has recently
coated0 hated and printed a large number
of extracts from the middlesex county
eng records these including indict-

ments convictions coroncoronerserPs inincestivesti
from thotb seventeenth year

ott charles 11II to the fourth year of his
tsuccessor james 11II that toIs at a
period of about years ago one
ow sins a tolerably fair idea from the
crimes committed from their charac-
ter who committed them and the
pu nishment accorded for them of the
nocial conditions of the people and
taxing a few of them as samples the
condition of years ago
would seem as impossible to english-
men of today if it were not for his-
torical proofs that can be furnished as
the conditions shadowedforeshadowedfore by some
of the most radradicalboal of social reformers

A number of cuescases might be cited
showing the intointolerancelefrance cruelty and

oppression ofof those in Auauthoritythorit y toward
their in thorptam W wtbut thesethem
are individual illustrative of
he wala wa delay or inmaninaction in dealing
with one clan and ite rigorous prompt
noetneep nd severusvor

claw ft condition which this
agego has modified 90somewhatb

abit bbutu t wwhoh0
howha the hardihood to eayy abatbM iitt hhaam

entirely overcome it the publication
of the record entire louia ad nothing
to the general proposition nor take any-
thing frodi ftIt soao there is no point
gained by the repeated references
made to cruelty and wrongdoingwrong doing in
thadayothe days agone one more instance
however being valuable as a feature
of those timestimea and people may be
given

another offense which these records
show tohave been very prevalent was
that of kidnapping young women who
were seized near the water sideaide put on
board ship and sent to the westweal indies to
be sold as slaves to the planters judging
by the number of persons both male aniand

were convicted of the offense
of kidnapping the crime of thus depriv-
ing ones followfellow citizens of their liberty
and all that made life enjoyable was
astonishingly prevalent in england two
centuries ago apparently the punish-
ment for this offense was entirelyentirely 11incom-
mensurate with its enormity 9occasion-
ally

aaion
the ofoffenderstenders were heavily fine dand

were even sewensen enceeced to sitait in the pillory
but in many oases I1the kidnapperskid escapeescaped
with a fine of a few shillings

but surely we of this generation do
not have to wander so far back on the
causeway of time to find incidents of
kidnapkidnappingping for the purpose of belling
into slaveryolaveity or of indignities and out-
rages evereven crimes committed upon
the victims of that dastardly business
AsA a plain matter of fact we d nihave to go back at all current history
turfurnishestishe us with such events now and

then growing fewer and fewer lotlet it
be thankfully said but not yet
lete in such light the summing up of
our able and always brilliant boston

loses something wits
force from this and other evidence
thathat could be given 00 it concludes
one isin made aware of the immense

didistancedistajo in social ondiconditiontion and re-
straint that separates those who lived

years ago from those living at the
present time our progress in this brief
space of time hasha been made toward
greater equality and the better protec-
tion of individual rights and happiness
which being the case one has a right
to argue that changes equally great
may take place in the years that are to
come for be it remembered it is notanealone that official guardianship is ex-
ercised at tthe presennime and thatmat
individual rights are respected under
the lawjaw but the oflensestenses then commit-
ted and the punishments then be-
stowed are many of them of a char-
acter which would be considered
abhorrent by those now living even if
there were no legal restraint imposed
certainly years hence and even
much less time will bring upon the
earth and the children of the earth
many changes changes of more im-
port and greater extent than are set
down in the vocabulary of man

if IT ision t so much trouble to
transport furniture there would prob-
ably be economy in moving mouth torfor
the winter rather than buy coal at the
present rates

A VILE imposition

the of CIchicagoa

and where thethey1 are jilignorant taketheyareareasas a ruruleis densely
upon in a manner aalliI1bogag loudly tor the interintervention of thlaw yet the officerficereof make s
thas no inintertortetaronceenee although theyY not only knowknorthithe impostors tricks but havehavethehavettheabe of

practiced right before their eyes irkin thepolice court it nowhere elseblee hea inamed roteasor jamws allenalien is
occupies pretentious apartments itID

heh
u

outskirts and makes no theaenof his whereabouts in factsecret
prefers to have it known because hehrs
the increased business totcoming to hithereby and to that end hasha hishie nanilar

hilva
on the door in big gilt letters atias
customersoua tomera are mainly those who

11188
Wwafortunes told or seek to Avoldavoid athreatened evil he hasbaa a biggerasscorae

police court practice than nof the lawyers those who ny f

run ininsa employing hirnhim alre
ward oftoff impending justice or injusticetoas the casecage bemay when hhe haflcase otof this kind he taken a seat byhasa
ridefride of the accused and anaa the fanthe
makes hisbig statement to the J edg0

itter
inlong bony fingers of the wizard the0aprinsprinaapkle some substance over the

and strange to relate the cocchampsuccessful oftener thathanin otherwiseallenalien Isfa said to be fairly educate ispeaks english french germegerman 2 be
latin moderately well ndand I1la
a fortune hlahis charges are veryverv hiand he tola vietter by hundreds bilth
day the pa perm of ahe takelake city

overy0
cumCUBS this matter as though it asrefsrdie
harmless imposition with ilchicwhichbi ihcan onyonly interfere to the extent tasy

ofing it clever reportorial notice blitbirt
0riv

away
wears a more serious aspect cebullthua fartw
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THE rainmakersRAINMAKERS

science wielded by learnedlearne1I rasamenand backed by the federal government
hasbaa been brought into
a those OCCUPYoccupying the arid rejlatotreofI1 thein country by compelling tafal where it has anall along refuseddo sono at least in sufficient volume
amount to anything practicallymilly

to
TtbableIs endanti congressCongres made a big TO0

stion last sessionsleaBion and a corps
ap

bf awrukble men headedbeaded by general
orthforth hasham been bombarding thedeep at a point near the ffamedamed A

upper
ilurin texasexas withwath what success thosethoasalamo

otour readers who keep an eye on ththeteltelegraphicgr achic dispatches already know tthat IsIB no success whatever efm 4naming
while the general and hishie gunnergunnelballoon men gas makers cannon andstores are poundingpound lneat theaway impalpable air thechicago record gives an account ofthe adventures of another americanmanufacturer of thunderstorms whohasbaa been among the farmers of hungary the professor whose field ofoperations has removed him from himbisown country explained to luteinterestedrested

farmers near that rain laIs pro-
duced by lightning this bit of natural
science having been honored with fullcredence the next step was to showthat by setting traps for the valuable
product catching it and corking it up
in caskets speciallype prepared forforitaits tore


