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homes for the unfortunate indigent,
public librarles or eduoational endow-
ment#, a0d yet he may have done good

by stealth, Certainly in his business
transactions he waa thorough,madterly
apd met his eogagementa in

acoordance with the Lerms thereof.
The Christiapity ef man is bis saving
quality, and it s no more than obarlt-
able to oveerve the Latln maxim—de
moriuis nil nisi bonum—and eay noth-
fog but good of the dead.

SOCIAL PROGRESS.

The Boston Herald maken the polut
that wlien reference l¢ made by socme
sanguine indlvldusal-to the possibilily

of future government and eocisi re-
forms, we are apt to look upon the
proposition as indioative of an excited
imagination and as haviog but little
basls of posgibility in the experlence
of mankind. But it is pot improbable
that thoee who judge of hnman oature
an i soclal and government iustitutions
by what they see arcund them are
eutirely in the wrong aa to the ndapta-
hility of mankind to better conditions.
Mr, Froude polnted outin one of his
ersaya that the differrnce belween men
of the presentday and their prede-
cewors In early historieal times is that,
while we utelieve that the world is
improving, that there is a botter
time coming and that our own
cunaition is preferable to thal of our
anoestors, the anecients thought that
tbhe golden age of the world, when
mankind was heppiest, and therefure
hai the best right to be conteuted, was
io the past, and that soclety was de-
terforating instead of improving. This
18 from a strictly libera!standpoint, but
a8 an abstract proposition its truth may
be nccepted.

That manki.d progresses in the
urid and sciences, | 1 the mores abstruse
departments of physical life aud in the
weans of di-seml..ating his lmopres.
8'gns ani inf rmation, cannot be dis-
jrute i; that he has beocome more hu-
mune in clvilized modern tham in
muygkeval times, I8 aleo undisput-d,
‘Tnls incites our cotemporary to place
iwfore us astudy olgcotemporary history
— 1 ¢laxs of rezearch that was denied to
thim npofents — as having been the

hief cause of our Dbaellef n
~.cinl progress, and this supplies
ue¢ with evidence of improvemenis
triat  have taken plave wlthin a
“reintively short space of tim:. For ex-
nmiele, Mr. J. C. Jetfreron has recently
© ninted and prioted n large number
of extraots from the Middlesex county
{Eny.} records, these focluding indiot-
ments, convictions, coroner’s investl-
gations,ete., from the reventeenth year
ot Charles II tothe fourth year of his
successor, James Il; that ls, at a
. perlod of nbout 200 years ago. OUne
ottaine & tolerably tair Idea from the
crimes committed, from thelr charac.
ter, who committed them awvd 1he
pusishment accorded for them, of the
aooinl conditions of the people, and,
taking a few of them as sawmples, the
cunditdon of Englani 200 years ago
would peem as impossible to English-
meu of louay—1if it were not for his-
torical proots that can be furnlshed—as
the cooditions foreshndowed by some
of the most radical of rogial yeformers,

A number of cases might be cited
showing the intolerance, cruelty and

oppression of those in authority toward
their subjecta in those times, but theso
are individual instancea illustrative of
he law?’s delay er inaction in dealing
‘with oue class and ite rigorous prompt-
pess and severity in  dealing rwith
another class, a conditlon which this
age has modified somewhst, but who
haa the hardihood to say that it has
enlirely overcome it? The publication
of the record entire vould aid-nothing
to the general proposition nor take any-
thing from 'fi, eo there is no poimt
gained by the repeated references
made to cruelty and wrong-dolog 1In
the days agone. Ope more instunoe,
however, being valuable as a feature
of those tlmea and people, may be
given:

Another offense whioh thess records
show Lo have been vory prevalenl was
that of kidoapping youog women, who
were seized near the water side, put on
board abip and sent {c the West Indies to
be sold as sluvesto the planters, Judgin
by the number of persons, both malean
teinale, who were convicted of the otfenso
of kidnapping, the erime of thus depriv-
ing one’s fellow-citizena of thelr liberty
and all that made llfe anié)yable was
astonishingiy prevalent In England two
conturies agn, Apparently, the punish-
ment for this offense was cbtirely incom-
mensurate with 1ts enormity. gccnaion-
ally, the oftenders were heavily fined,and
were even sen’'enced to rit in the pillory
but in many cases.hekidnappers Bscapeti
with a fine of a fow Bhillings.

But sarely we o, this generation do,
vot have to wander 5o far back on the
causeway of time to find incidents of
kidnapping for the purpose of selling
into siavery, or of indignitiés and out-
rages—even orlmes—committed upon
the victlma of that dastardly buelnesa.
Ap 8 plaln matter of fact we d .’
have to go back at ali; current hlatery
turpishes us with such eveuts now and
‘then, growing fewer and fewer let it
e thankfully eald, but not yet ohad-
lete, Insuch light the summing up of
our able and alwaye nrilliant Beston
cotemporary loses something of 'lis
force, ‘“From this and other evidencs
that could be given,” It concludes,
‘‘one s made aware of the immense
distanoe in social csnditiou nod re-
siraint that separates those who lived
200 years ugo from those living at the
present time. Our prozress in this brief
spuce of Lime haw been made toward
greater equality and the better protec-
tion of individual rightaand happiness,
whieh, heing the cuse, one hasa right
to argue that changes equally great
may take place in the years that are to
oome; for, he it remembsred, it i3 not
alone that offivcial guardlunship is ex-
ergized at the prosent time, and tlLat
tudividual rights are respected under
the luw, but the oflenees then commit-
ted, and the punishments then be-

stowed ure, many of them, of a char-|.

apter which would be considered
abhorrent by those now living, even If
there were o Jegal restraint imposed.’’
Certainly, 200 years hence and even
much less time will bring vpon Lthe
earth and the children of the earth
many c¢hanges, changes of more im-
port and greater extent than are set
down In the vocabulary of man.
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IF 1T wasn’i 8o’ much trouble to
transport furniture, there would prob-
ably be economy in moving wsouth tor
the winter rather than buy coal at the

present rates.

A VILE IMPOSITION.

The superstitiuos negroes of Chloa
—and where they are ignorant o
‘are as & rule deusely #uperstitioys
being practiced upon in a mannpe.
log loudly tor the Intervention of th
law; yet the oflicers make no interr
ence, althiough they unot only know"-
the impostors’ tricke bat have of
practiced right befors their eyes iy, ?h
police court if nowhere elge, H o
named ‘‘Professor” James J, Allen-ehlEl
‘oceupies pretentioua upartments iy S

hey
—Arg
T oall.

outskirts and muakes po geclhe
of hls whereabouts, 1ip i reg
prefers to have it knownp bevause t—;

the lncreased buriness coming to
therehy, and to that end has hig
on the dovor in blg gilt letters,
customers are mainly those whe w
fortunes told or seek Lo avplg g o
threatened evil. He bae g biome
police court practice thag = S8®F
of the Ilawyers, {hose who Sny
s‘run in*? employiog  him fire
ward ofl impending justice or injupty Y
as thecase may be; when heg ) . C®
cawe of this kind he takes o gent b
side of the accused and, us Lhe |
makes his slatement to the jug eatter
long, bony fingers of the wlz-jmgg » the
klv some substanue over the pn.p”n'
and, strange to Telate, the ‘‘chap o,l,ml'
succesaful oftener than olherwia;n -
Allen issaid to befairly edugateq-
spenke English, French, Germay, e
Latin moderately well, aud ig mak‘}nu
a fortune. His charges are very hmg
and he is vizited by hundreds o lgh
day. The papers of the lake cuvur
curs this matter an though it wy die-
barmless Imposition with wh]chere &
can only interfere to the extent ofme
ing it clever repe;rlorlnl notice: hugt.i:t
wears & more serlou
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THE RAINMAKERS,

Belence wilelded by learpg
. d m
nod backed by the federal g0Vern g u?llll.

bus been brought joto re
agsiat those occupylog the nq;;&al&l::; =
of the country by compelling rai; 08
fall whore it bas all along refuges '°
do o, at least |u sufficient volu,; =
amount to anything practicall o 18
this eud Congress made a big spp, Aoy
ation last sesslon, and a corps oFroprl-
ble men headed by Genera] Doapa-
forth has hecn bombarding the .
desp at a point near the famey Aujﬁp“
In Texas, with what suocess thoaem?
our readers who kKeep an eye op tl;)
r.elegriaphic dispatobes already know?
:lr:::tllnag'. 00 success whatever worth
While the general and
balloon men, gasmakers,
magazine stores

his gunoers,
cannon and

ale O Ll
away al the impalpable pnlr:]d:gg
Chlcago Record gives ap Bccount of

the adventures of another Amerloan
manufacturer of thunderstorms who
hae been amooy the farmers of Hun.
goary. The “professor,’’ whoge fleld of
operations bas removed him from his
own country, explained to iiterested
farmers near Pesth that rain is pro-
duced by lightning. This bit of natursl
sclence having been honored with full
credence, the next step was to show
that by eettlng traps for the valuable
produot, catebing it and corking it up

in cmekels specinlly prepared for its re-



