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exordiums, put cotton in them: If they
send {lnu to prison unjustly, rejoice. Let
them have their fall swing, they will
bang themselves. Keep quiet, but let
and provide. e and pay the expensea’ of
and provide. an expenses o
and sustain hiubruthm?l..? It is the cause of
right ind{ﬂlﬁﬂ&, against wrong and op-
pression; it is our cause, the cause of
lé‘?&‘ny. the cause of humanity, the cause of

They found a people contented, virtuous
mmfurhbla prosperous and happy, an
have in ced suspicion, cor-
ruption and distrust, and have unsettled
all of our eomm 'Emaperity, They
have started a game on the political chess-
board, are a miserable coterie of t-

8, and have ntt;thing nthatnka. ou
stake your property, your homes, your
houses, your lands, your flocks and herds,
your rtue, your honor, your wives
and children, freedom, the inalienable
rights of man, and the Kingdom of God.
The stakes are unequal. Keep quiet. Our
Heavenly Father committed to our
trust everlasting, eternal truths; maintain
them inviolate. Let the living fire burn

in your bosom and gu vigilant-
ly the sacred fruths that the great
Eloheim = has committed to our
trust. Utter not their shibboleth,

nor bow to their rotten, contemptible
shrine. Be men among men: but don’t
play into their hands, Let them alone!
“‘But they may put more of our friends in
prison,” Let them do il. There are scores
of thousands of men and women in these
valleys, who, when they have a mind to,
are ready to acknowledge that they are as
lascivious as the man who was imprisoned
for living with his wife, without any judi-
cial farce being enacted on' them, It will
take a big prison to hold them all,
we shall have lots of company;
keep quiet! ‘‘But they may place
us under military rule.” All the bet-
ter, the mili are much more honorable
than the judiciary. The donkey told its
master it could not carry two pairs of pan-
niers, There is no law which they can
place us under that we cannot obey, We
must live above all law, and nothing can
narm us ‘“if we be followers of that which
is ) 80 keep quiet! “But it interferes
with our material prosperity, with our
tradeand commerce, our mines and indus-
tries.”” No matter, if others can stand'it, we
can; keep quiet!

There is something heroic in being able
calmly to view with firm nerves and un-
blenched; cheek, the acts of yuwtw
tormentors. In former ages a y of
philosophical stoics prided themselves
very much on their stoicism. Even our
Indians boast of this quality, and when a
captive brave is tied to a tree, and they are
plucking off his nails, breaking his bones,
and tearing off his flesh by piecemeal, he
laughs at his tormentors, and tells them
they don’t know how to do it. But you
stand in another position. Filled with the
light of eternal truth, rejoicing in the pos-
session of the favor of God, “having the
promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is to come,” standing on a more
exalted platform, you can smile with ¢com-
placency on their feeble attacks, and
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famous acts, Welive in the most ilberal and
enlightened nation in the world; if there are
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SALT LAKE CiTy, Nov. 13, 1871,

Editor News:—In my letterof the 10th

inst., I stated among other things that
at some fature time I should resume
the subject. I also said in substance
that we as ‘‘Mormons’ are now told
that we must renounce one part of our
religious beliefor certain consequences
must follow, I did not intend to be un-
derstood by this that we were actually
told so by direct words, but only that
such was the fair and reasonable in-
ference from the proceedings against
us, ButI added, I for one had no fears
of being compelled to deny any doc-
trine of ours, or see our leaders suffer as
in said letter indicated. Myown views
were quite different, I have many
reassons for myself sufficient for this
opinion, however unsatisfactory they
may be to others. In my opinion we
have nothing to do but to get the true
state of facts before the public, which
can be done by the agency of the press.
The subject is being agitated and there~
fore the people will read. You will re-
member that I said, to contend angrily
or to war over the matter was to con-
tend about a firm beliefon the one hand
and unbelief on the other, a thin
which angry contention and war cunlﬁ
not settle. To show that religion in
most men is only a belief, T will call
attention to a few instances as recorded
in holy writ, naming one or two in the
Old and about a8 many in the New
Testament. When Abraham was
about eighty years old, he without
children having lived with his wife
Sarah a long time until she was past the
age of bearing according to the course
of nature, and he according to the like
course of nature nearly or quite past
the power of begetting children, had a
promise of God that his seed—children
—should spread abroad to the East, to
the West, to the Nerth and to the
South. Now this was said to him when
he was alone, no one but himse!f knew
of this promise. He knew it, hut the
rest of mankind only believed ir. Most
men believe it because it is in the Bible
and is therefore old., Again, Mu-es who
shed the blood of the Egyptian xnd fled
—as we ab this day should say—from
justice, saw when entirely alone a bush
burning without being consumed, a
thing entirely contrary to the laws of
nature as then and even now under-
stood, and therefore not to be believed
without clear proof. It was here that
he received his first revelation. As I
said in relation to Abraham, this to
Moses was knowledge, but to the rest
of mankind it was only belief. In
‘short in these cases the believers are
convinced from the testimony of Abra-
ham' and Moges. If you have ever
been in Court and heard the arguments
of counsel on the question of hearsay
evidence and evidence from ancient
documents, you have heard the same
principle discussed, which governs
this testimony. I have selected these
two instances for the reason that Abra-
ham has long sinee received the name
of the father of the faithful and Moses
the honor of being the meekest man,
and for the further reason that each had
a very small beginning and eventually
produced and laid the foundation of all
Christian religions. To-day a _large
portion of our ideas relating to moral-
ity and a future life rest on the testi-
mony of Moses alone. True, after a
long series of years further develop-
ments confirmed these small isolated
statements.

I will now pass over about eighteen
hundred years and go to the New Testa-
ment. Zacharias, who was of the seed
of Abraham, having the priesthood
after the order of Aaron, and who had
no children, went into the temple, and
while there and no one with him, saw
an angel., This angel made communi«
eations tohim, which he did not at first
e ve, it most likely contrary to
‘what was then thought to be the la
of ' nature..  All but Zacharias—whe
believe this statement, which in sub-
stance is.inaecordance with the Evan-
'gelist’s account—must believe it on the

)
this -mhan--bé he wise and good or un-

1% {faith of his testimony. Those who dc
aapy P :mﬁ,‘.ﬂjﬁ the evidence ?

wise and bad. Take another: Jehn,
ninety-six years after the birth of the
Savior, and sixty-three years after his
death, and (wenty-six years after the
destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, was
on the island of Patmos, huninhoti for
an alleged offense against man’s law as
it then existed, and there received the
revelation which is recorded in the
last book of the New Testament. All
except John, who, if what is there
written be true—had knowledge of the
facts, must believe it on his testimony—
or reject it. I have selected these four
instances, two from the Old and two
from the New Testament, from amon
many more of similar import wh
might have been selected, for the purs
pose of showing that with us they rest
on testimony, not on ourown individual

experience.  We who believe them
think the testimony satisfactory.
Those who do mot believe them
think the testimony insufficient,

and for the reason that they are
plain and easy to be understeod.

It may be said by some that these are
old and were followed by certain results
which are convincing. Well, suppose
I admitit. They still had their esmall
beginnings, and when given they were
new, that is, to the people in those
days they were new, to us they are old,
Since then, men, wise and good men,
have observed them, have studied
them, have brought natural law and
science to bear upon them to such an
extent that many a man now lives,

our correspondent among the num-

r, who firmly believe it impossible
for many of these things to be otherwise
than true., They may also add, your
“Mormon’’ system is new, has not age
and subsequent results to confirm it.
Well, suppose I admit that for the
sake of the argument. What will
that prove? Does it follow that it will
not attain to age, that wise men and
good men will not observe it, will not
bring to bear upon it natural law andsei-
ence,coupled with camulative evidence,
mn#’lnuing and satisfactory? Bat, Mr,
Editor, my 1pel:n has commenced ran-
ning and unless it be restrained it may
run off the track. I once undertook to
notice some more of the abstract sen-
timents expressed in my former letter,
but I see on returning to them that
they are all such, as all will admit, ex-
cept the logical deduction from the
immutability of God. This logical de-
duction leads us to believe that as God
in times past has given revelations, so
He may at this day give them
but this in eighteen hundred
and twenty, the time when ‘“Mor-
monism’’ was revealed, was denied
by nearly the whole world of man-
Eind, then numbering, as wassupposed,
abour one thou:and millions. hese
all held that the canon of Seripture was
full, that “tod would not give any more
revelatio s or commands; in short, that
He had i/« former days spoken, but in
latter days He would not speak or that
He couldjant speak. Itis plainto beseen
that any doetrine which is repugnant
to thisis revolutionary., Notwithstand-
ing this, Joseph Smith, when a lad,
only between fourteen and fifteen years
of age, as his parents said, and as he
said, in eighteen hundred and twenty
in the month of April of that year, ha
a vision, not aliogether like that of
Abraham, nor that of Moses, nor that
of thariu, nor that of John, yet bear-
ing a striking resemblance to some of
them. In one respect it was precisely
like each of them; he was alone, so that
he Znew as they knew whether it was
true or false, and we who have heard
him tell the tale have to believe on his
testimorny, or r. ject it. It will take
more spice thau I have to relate 'it;
suffice it to say Abraham had a vision
as he said, Josepl: Smith had a vision
as he said, Abrahum had a promise as
he said .’Inuaph had a promise as he
said, Moses saw & light as he said,
Joseph saw a light as he said, Moses
heard a voice as he said, Joseph saw two
palmnd ages and heard two voices as he
gaid,

Pass this for the present. A little
more than three years later, makin
the lad about seventeen, he said he h
another vision in which he saw an
angel. This time, as before, he was
alone. This angel told him that there
had been two great nations on this
continent, who had been cut off for
their wickedness, but who, when
flourishing, had favor with , and
had prophets among them—to make
the story short, had revelations like the
Jews. These revelations, the angel
said, had by the command of Ged been
hid up and preserved to come forth to
the Gentiles and that he,Jaseph, was to
be an instrument in bringing them
forth, Four years more elapsed an
this record was obtained, which, on
being translated by the gift of God, is
the Book of Mormon.
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ing eircumstances tending to confine
thm L2 al n_l';-;'.-' md ‘i'ﬂ a8~
knew +_-3'f{?! 10 statements were true
or false, and others believe or disbe-

lieve, but this much I am compelled to
say, some believed Joseph, as some be-
lieved Moses ‘and John. Well, what
then? Why, this is new and that is
old, a very good reason why one is true
and the other false, why men could in
the one instance be honest in their
bellef and in the other dishonest, If
this 1ast be true, and I assure you there
are a very large number of men and
women who do believe it, then it fol-
lows that the old idea that God once
gave a revelation, but would not give
another or any more, is erroneous. It
laid the axe, in Beriptural language, to
the root of the tree, and, if Joseph’s
statement be true, God swung the
axe,

1 will refer to the life given power of
God in my next, as that is what the
Federal officers are warring about.

Yours traly, Z. Sxow.
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SALT LAKE CiTy, Nov. 18, 1871,

tditor News:—When will bigots and
the ignorant cease to persecute the en-
lightened of mankind? Those who
cleave to error and superstition, ignore
these who come out in advance of the
age in which they live. God now has
brought forth the true plan of salvation
by revelation—those eternal truths the
Latter-day Saints are in possession of.
They are hated by the world because
they have come out from its errors, the
traditions of our fathers. They taught
us that revelation was no longer needed,
that the canon of Scripture was full.
But our minds became lit up by the
light of heaven, and by our acts the-
world will become revolutionized. We-
have raised thestandard in these moun-
tains. We want no grog shops, nc.
houses of ill-fame, no gambling hells,
no unjust judges, no litigation-inciting-
lawyers, no corrupt courts, no seekers
after office,no monogamists no old bachel- -
ors, no old maids. We want no opposi~
tionto our polygamic prineiples, for we-
will cleave to them through time and
eternity. Those who prefer the one-
wife system can stay at home and enj
it. e think there must bs a litt
jealousy on their part, because cur men
are fulfilling the great command. Why
don’t you bigots prosecute the Shakin

Quakers for not marryiog? It woul
be quite as consistent as fo interfere
with our religious belief. We have

raised daughters and noble sons and we
Enow what kind of blood runs in their
veins, They breathe the mountain air,

and have Tright views of self
rotection. Think you, they will
eep »till and see their fathers

imprisoned, their mothers stigmatized,
themselves branded with illegitimacy?
These boys stand six feet high, are
athletic. They are good defenders.
Their morals have not been corrupted
by outside vices. Virtue is stamped
on their consciences. They are taught
to be woman’s protector, If a man
lead her from virtue’s path, disgrace
is on his head and he is the aggressor.
For man is the head of the woman, as
Christ is the head of the Church, and
cannot be her destroyer and be
free from guilt before heaven’s tribu-
nal. 'We are wives, honorably married
to men who keep themselves from all
others than those to whom they are
married. This few monogamists can
say, shame on their evil habits and
corrupt laws. If tha{ cannot come
up to our standard of virtue, they need
not try te hinder woman from obtaining
her rights in Utah,
A WomMAN

TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS IN POLYGAMY
il
AFTER THE WoMEN-—The Cheyenne

Leader says that the repeal of the act grant-
ing suffrage to women in Wyoming was

passed by the House of that Lwgislature

Noy. 17 by a strict party vote—ten Demo-
crats to three Republicans. The editor
thus maps the course of the bill—to pass
the Council by a vete of five to four, be

vetoed by the governor, fail’to obtain the
two- ‘vote over the veto, leaving
woman 8 an established faect in

Wyoming. How the Democrats expect to
repair their shattered prospects by going
against the women is a mystery,

TaIRD DisTrRiOT COURT met this morn-
ing in the room over the stable and ad-
journed till to-morrow morning in Woods
mansee’s building, East Temple stroeet,



