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tiresome and excite only derision it
laIs no great crime we take it for
onsone man high in churchcharon councils to
go to wyoming or for another
churchmanchurch man to go to idaho they
arere not the only men who travel nor
are they going to be restrained in the
exercise of that or any other action that
freemen may properly take moreover
neither the church leaders nor the
church papers are going to be muz-
zled because otof some sillybilly peopledpeopleis

uisdisappointedappointed hopesbopes or timorous im-
becilitybeci lity if the politicians and the
party pressprees will leave the church
alone they will have no occasion to
quarrel with it but theyahby must stay
within their own confines and mind
their own business any trespassaaa such
asaa somerome of them seem now fondfondlyly to ap-
prove will always find as thisthia hashai
found the church on the defensive
and in all kindness we mayaay again asan
we saidbald yesterday that both good

senseense and good politicspolitico would seem to
forbid any reputable partypany from join-
ing ioin the assault and insult anat a
weak sentimentality has in
and an ignorance of theibe real vote in
the case has somewhat forwarded
every truly patriotic citizen of what-
ever religious or political creed will
insistidalba that this whole question be rigid
jy excluded from the politics orof the
bbate and that no aspirant for office
who bases hisbis claim for support on hisbis
opposition to any church receive the

encouragement

THAT ELECTION LAW

the opinion of county attorney
whittemore published in tuesdays
NEWS presents a rather peculiar situ-
ation promirom several points of view none
orof which are particularly gratifying to
the cause of itsif coming forth in it
mr whittemore says the election law
of thisthin mate toie invalid but theabe county
commissioners must count tilethe votes
and certify to the results thereof inID
other words hebe says that the subject
of the validity of the election lawjaw litin noBO
business of the county canvas-
sing board and that they
shouldhould perform their duty lodeaudo

pendent of itsto tala teace and this
latter view eo farefar ai the can
boardsboardIs action to concernedconcereoneerneaneo laIs justjuat
rightfight even if the attorney beae wrong
onan the validity proposition and in the
burden of theabe remainder of his reply

in looking over the mattmattererit tois quite
clearlear that one of two condition exist
namely fathereither the county CAD

have been extremely foolish in asking
the attorney for hipbin opinion upon a law
which did not affolt them in that
capacity and therefore waswaa none of
their business or the county attorney
has shown himself foolish in obtrud-
ing upon thehe canvassers an opinion
ou a statute regarding which
no inquiry was made orof him sobo tarfar
as the documentary evide nob la18 concod
vernea the resolution of theibe canvas
sing board and the reply of the attor-
ney the canvassers may properly
have made the inquiry theybey did asaa
toabeto the lawjaw under which they were
acting but it was when the attorney
opened hisbla mouth that a big foot gutgoi
luto it

tolatais situation Isig made plain when
it laIs known that the county canvassing
board aotaacts under chapter 7675 of09 the
laws of utah 1896 and that alone

while the county attorney says that
chapter 69 with which the can

havebare iionothingthing to do is in his
opinion invalid the ludicrous aspect
of the thing ought to induce somebody
to engage the services of a makingkicking
machine right away As a canvassing
board the commissioner had a right
to inquire about chapter 7675 chapter 69
was none of their affairs but so tarfair
as the resolution of inquiry is con-
cerned thebe attorney bad no more
business to give an opinion anthoon the
validity of chapter 69 than he hodhad to
tell about the workings of the astray
law A wise public adviser would
have saved himself much deserved
criticism by answering the questionoo
asked instead of trying to give tangible
form to gossip onOB another issue

sobo far as the canvass of the returns tois
concerned abebe county commissioners
have nothing to do with the particu-
lar form dimensions or contestscontents of the
ballots used those ballots never
reach them and officially they know

ot whether they constitute a
secretevoret ballot or not the county can-
vassers must take the returns of the
judges of election consisting of the
tally sheets aniland some other papers but
not the ballballotsotal and must certify to the
effect thereof there lais oono room for
contest on that matter upon any
ground yet suggestedeug and the lotima
tion otof tue county attorney that the
board might be prevented by a court
of competent jurisdiction from issuing
the certificate ban noDO foundation on
which to hope that such action will be
taken the issue of election certify
oates without delay is next in order

I1

As to a contest over the results of an
election interested partiteparties always are
justified therein when there Is good
reason to believe that the will of the
voters has been defeated but in toethe
recent election there Is nothing of that
bind claimed secret or open ballot
the electors otof thishis county and state

ave expressed their will in emphatic
terms and in due time the offices
should be turned over to the officers
selected else has a rifet
thereto anuana no contest seeking on a
supposed technicality to subvert the
dillofwill of the people will receive public
approval

now asan to the opinion of county
attorney whittemore on the validity
of the election he owye it was voldvoid
because there was not a secret ballot
how does hebe determine that because
theibe ballots worewere numbered to curreecorree
pond with ane poll lists but howbow cancad
a ballot so numberednumoered anuand the number
covered soau that it shall not be visiblevial ble
reveal lat W the elector has boteo
the opinion does not tell because it
cannot itif the numberdumber be invisible
as thisthe law requires the ballot so
numbered Isia ajad perfectly veiled
from scrutiny as if it were blank so
the numbering has nothing to do with
the secrecy of the ballot I1

it has been urged that the number
eancan be seen throughgb J on exposing
the ballot to the light and thenaben a com-
parison between poll list and bal-
lot would tell how a person has voted
but such a comparison would bebeamas
unlawful asa itif a judgeaddge of election were
to open the ballot when it is tendered by
the voter to see what it contacontainsinq
and after the judges make their count

the ballots are not within reach for
aohsuch comparison but itif the ballots
can be through asaa alleged then
somebodysomis loody hashaa violated the law iniii not
providing paper with which the num-
berher can refoldedbe folded derandun pasted down
soao BBas to be not thereafter visiblevia lole 9

pasas
thebe expressly providesprovideaor 18 itis because a court ORDoan break

the sealgoal in a contest the effect of
that would be that in caseOB

there were a question asaa to
the votes cast there being too
many in the box the court could de-
termine where the fraud waswaa itif there
were no two ballots numbered the
same then the court would throw out
the excess numbers and therehere would
be no

9
loa to howbow aayy

individual voted the court would
ootnot allow the gratification off
suchauch unlawful inquisitiveness but
if there were two ballotsballato numburn
bared the same and differently
marked who could tell which
waswai the lawful ballot only the
fferson who catcast it and lu that case
atleasit la aa cooley says in thehe quotation
by the county attorney the veil of
secrecy lais impenetrable unless thetb
voter himself voluntarily determines
to litt it binbia ballot to absolutely
ledged

it doesdoea appearesir then that much fuse
hasbaa been made where therehere lain no
occasion forit no doubt the election
laws of the state are susceptible of
improvement if so the legislature
probably will give themhem the needed
attention but the recent proceedings
to throw doubt on them in such trivial
manner asaa hasbaa been attempted cannot
receive the approval of an enlightened
public sentiment

PRESIDED WOODRUFF

president wilford woodruff ad-
dressed the saints loin farmers ward
last night sunday novemberNovembar
he spoke nearly an hour and thehe
audience received his remarks with
inautensetones attentioniod he bore a olear and
strong testimony to the tactfact that all
the predictions and instructions of the
prophet joseph to the twelve regard-
ing the church in this mountain
region hadbad come literally true he
spoke with great feeling aboud the
mercy of the lord toward himself in
preserving him through
dangersdanger and trials for the dedication
of the temple whose foundation stones
be had seen laid and also toin prolong-
ing hishie life aheu at the gate of death
in anweran to the prayers of the people
for him he testified to the power of
god manifested I1 the church by the
beating orof the sick and exhorted tbbe
saints to attend thebe feetfast meet
ingo and care tenderlytender ly for the poor
among usue he closed by stating that
theabe calamities that are over the
world at thehe present time will not
cease until all that which la18 written
in the doctrine and covenant and
the revelation otof john have been
fulfilled

Preepresidentluent woodruff looks remark-
ably well for bwbit age retaining ac-
cording to hisbis own statement hisbig
faculties almost unimpaired hrhis
nearing and eyealgat are asan good asaa
ever ble memory laIs remarkably re-
tentiveten tive and bespeaksbeapeaks with a youthful
twirls on the great principles of thehethe presence rtt such men
among the saints tola a great blessing


