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tiresome and exelte only derislon. It
i8 no great crime, we take it, for
one man high io Church counclls to
go to Wyoming, or {or apother
Cburch-man to go to Idaho. They
are not the only men who travel, nor
are they golog to be restrained in the
eXerciee of Lthat ot any other actlon that
freemen may properly take. Moreover,
psither the Church leaders por the
Church papers are going to be muz-
zled hecause of some silly people’s
uisappointed hopes or timorowos im-
hecility. If the politiciane and the
party prees will leave the Church
alone, they will have mo ooccasion to
quartel with it. Bot they must etay
withio their own confioes, ang mind
their owh businese. A Dy IFespass, such
ax rome of them aeem pow [oDdIY loap-
prove, will always flny, a8 thie bas
found, the Church on the delensive.
And io all Kindpess we say again, ap
we saild yesterdsy, Llbat bath good
sense and good pulitice would seem Lo
forbid any repotahle party trom join-
ing io the assault apd 1nsult tuat a
weak sentimentalily Das in:ugurated
apd &b ignorauce ol the real {pols io
the case hsa esomewhal forwarded.
Every truly patriotic citizen, of what.
ever reilgious or political creed, will
ineist that this whole gquestion he rigid-
1¥ exoluded from the politice of the
8tate, nnd that no asepirant for office,
who haeee his ¢claim for suppolt on his
oppositiun 0 any chutch, rec:ive the
slighterl encourareme+uf,

THAT ELECTION LAW.

The opiblon of County Attorney
Whittemore, published In Toesdsy’s

NEWS, presenls s rather peculiar situ-
alion irom several puvints ol view, none
eof which are particularly gratifying to
the cause of ita coming forth. Im it
Mr, Whittemore eays the eiection law
of this Siate {8 1nvalid, but the county
commissioners must count the votes
and cerlify to the resuits thereof, Ibn
other wurds, he says that the subject
of the wvalidity of the election law Is Do
buelness of the county oan¥Yas-
slog board, aod that they
should pertorm their duty iode.
pendent of its eXlstence; and this
Jatter® view, 80 far as the canvarsiDg
Loard’s action ia concerpey, le Just
right, even if the atlorpey be wruDg
on the validity proposition, and in the
burden of tbe remainder of hie reply.

Ip looking over the matter, it is quite
olear that one of two condltivne rxlate,
namely: Either the counly can Vaseers
have bheen exttamsly foohsh in asking
theattoruey for nir opiulon upoo a iaw
which did not sffeot them 3o thai
capscity apd theretore wae pone of
thelr busipess; or Lhe county attoroey
hae shown himeeli foolish fp obirud-
ing upon Lhe canvasaers An opioioD
ou & slatute regarding . which
po ingoiry waes made of him. 8o lar
88 the documentary evidence ls cun-
cernes—the resolution of Lhe canvas-
sing boaru and the reply ol the attor-
ney—the caunvassers msy propetly
have made the inguiry they did as
to the Ilaw upder which, they were
actipg, but it wes when the attorhey
opened bis mouth that a big footl got
iuvto 1t

Tuois situation ls made plain when
it known thet the connly canvesriog
board acts under vhapter 75 of the
Laws of Utah, 1896, and that alooe;

while the county atioroey says’ that
chapter 89, with which the oaAD.
vasgsers have notbipg to do, is, in his
opluion, invalid. Theludlcrous aspect
of the thing ought to induge somebody
to engage the services of a kilckln

machine right away. Asa cunvaulng
board, the commiesioners had a right
10 inguire about chapter 75; cbapter 69
wae none of thelr affialre. But, so IaY
ag the resolution of ipquiry is cob-
cerned, the attorney had no more
business to give an opinlon on the
validily of chapter 89 than he had to
tetl abuut the workiogs of the estray
law, A wise public adviser would
bave saved hlmsel! moch dJeserved
eriticlem by apewering the question
sphed inetead of trying to give 1angible
form to goeslp on snother issue, ’

B0 far 88 the canvaws of the returns ie
concerned, tbe counly commissioners
have nDothing to do with the particu-
lar form, dimensiuus vt cootenls of the
ballois used. Those bvallots Dever
reach them, nnd officially they know
notbiug of whelher they oobnstitute a
secret ballot or not. The vounty can-
vassers must take the returos of the
judges of cleotion, conslsting of the
(aily eheels and some other papers, bul
pot the hallots, and must certity tu the
¢ffect thereof. There is no rnom for
conteat on 1lhat matter upon &8by
ground yet suggesled, and the lotima-
tion ot tuve couuty b6tltorney that the
poard might be prevented by a ceurt
of compelent jurisdiction from issulog
the cefuflcate haw no foundaunon oD
which to hope that such action will he
taken, The ieeue of election certifi-
cales without delay is next 10 order.

AsB to s conlest over the resoite of an
election, interveted pariles always are
justified thereln when there la good
reanoD (0 belleve that ithe wlll of Lhe
voters hae been defeated. But In toe
recent election there 18 nothing of that
uind claimed. Becret or open baliol,
the electora of this county and Biale

ave expresred their will in empbhatic
tetms, and in due tiwe the offices
saould be tutped over tothe officers
selected, N .body elee has a rl:ht
theretlo, anu GO contvel seeking, oo &
aupposed technicalily, 1o subvert the
will of the people will rece:ve public
approval.

Now as to the opinion oi County
Atworney Whittemore oo the validity
of the election. He sayw It was void
hecause there was sot & secrel ballol,
How uows he determine thal? Becasuee
the ballots Were numhbered to curree-
pond with tpe poll lists. Butbhow can
8 bullot s0o nDonmbered, anJ ithe Dumbher
covered ru LDat it shull Dot be vislble,
reveal boew the elector has votea?
The opinton duves not tell, because it
cannotl, - If the oumber be invisible,
as the Iaw requtree, the. hallot so
pumbered 13 &« perfectiy velled
trom serutiny as if it wWere blank; so
the numbering has nothing to 4o with
the secrecy of the hatiot. §

It has bDeea urged ihat the sumber
oan be “‘seen through,”” on expoelog
the hallot to the jight, and then acom-
parison  between poli list and bal.
lot would tell huw a person has voled.
But such a compgarison would Deas
unlawlul as if & Judge ol electiun were
1o Open the ballot when it {s tendered by
the voter, to séee whal it cobnlaine,
and after the Judges mske their count

—

the ballots are not within reach for
such comparieon. But if the ballota
cap be ‘““agen tbrough?®’ as alleged,then
somebody has violated the law in oot
providing paper with which the num-
ber can be foided underand pasted down
80 A3 Lo be **not thereafter visinle,” as
tho stalute expresaly ptovides,

Oris it because 8 court oan hreak
the seal in a contest? The eflect of

that would be that ip case
there were & Quoestion 8 to
the vVotea oast, (hore - being too

many in the boX, lhe court could de-
termine where the fraud was. If there
were no two baliots nombered the
same, then the coort would throw out
the excess oumbers, and there would
be no pcorsion to mscertain how any
indivigdual voted, The court wounld
Dot aliow the gratificution  .of
such unlawfol ioquisitiveness, But
if there were two ballote pom-
bered the same asbnd differently
marked, wbe could tell which
was Lhe lawfui ballol? Only the,
person who cast It; apnd 1u that case
it is a8 Cooley says in the Quotaliot
by the coubDty attorpey; the vell of
segrecy ia lmpepetrable, “unless Lhe
voter himsell voluntarily determines
ta Iist it; hie hallot 1 absoluteiy privi.
leged,??

Lt does appear then, that much (uss
has been made where there le no
oocasion for’lt. -No deutt the electioo
lawa of the Btate are susceptible of
lmprovement; if s0, Lhe Legiplatare,
prohably wiil give them the peeded
attention. But the recent proceedings
lo throw douht on them io such trivial
manner ad has been atiempted cacbpot
receive the approval of an solightensd
puhile sentiment,

PRESIDENT WOODRUFF.

President Wilford Woodruff ad-

dressed the Baints in Farmers ward
laet pight, SBuodsy, Novembsr 15th,
He spoke neatiy an hour, and the
audience recelveu hle remarks wilh
lutense attentiod. Hea bore a ciear and
strong testimony to the lact that sll
the predictione and ipstructions of the
Prophet Joseph tothe Twelve regard-
ing the Church in thie mountsin
tegion hed ocoine ifterally true, He
spoke wilth great feeling about the
mercy of the Lord toward himself in
preserving him, through couptless
dapgers and trisls, for the dedication
ot the Temple whose foundation stoues
be bad seen Iaid; and also io proioog-
ing his life, wheu st the gate of death,
in apewer 10 the prayers of the people
for him, He testified to the power of
God maoifested i the Cbureb by the
heafiog o! the pick, and exborted the
Snlots to setitend the fast meels
ings aud csre lenderly for the puor
among ur. He olosed by atating that
the calsmities that are passiog over the
world st the present time will not
coase, until all that which is written
io the Doctrine and Covenauls and
the Revelationof John shall have beeg
fulfilieu.
, Presluent Woodruft looks remark-
sbiy well for hir age, relsining, ac-
cording to his own statement, his
faculties almest wpimpaired. Hin
hearing and eyesight are as good =s
ever; bhis memory is remarkably re-
tentive, and beé:psaks with a Youthiul
spirit o0 the great principles of the
Gospel. The presence ~f such men
amoeng the Balnts 1e s great bleasing,




