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Transmitting, as we do, our resig-
nations respectively of the great
trusts with which New' York has
honored us, it is fit that we acquaint
you and thr ugh your legislaturethe
people of the State, with the reasons
which, in our judgment, make such
a siep respectful and necessary.
Some weeks ago the President sent
to the Senate in a group, nomina-
tions of several persons for publie
offices already filled. One of these
offices is the eollectorship of the port
of New York, now held by General
Merrit!; anotheris the consul-gen-
eralship at London, now held by
General Badesu; another is charge
d’ affairs to Denmark, held by Mr.
Cramer; another is the mi sion to
Ewitzprfand, held by Mr, Fish, son
of the. former diatinguiahu-j Secre-
tary of State. Mr. Fish had, in def-
erence to ancient practice, placed his
position at the disposal of the new
Administration, but, like other per
sons named
at his post, if hermitted to do so. All
the officers, save only Mr, Cramer,
are citizens of New . York, It was
proposed to displace them all, not for
any alleged faultsor for any alleged
need, or advantage of public service,
but in order to give the great: office
of collector of the port of New ¥York
to Mr. William H,~ Robertson as a
reward for certain acts of his, said to
have aided in making the nomina-
tion of Gen. Garfield possible.” The
chain of removals thus proposed
was broken by General Badeau’s
promptly declining to accept the
new place to which he was to be
sent. These nominations summon-
ed every member of theSenate to say
whether he advised such transac-
tions, The movement was more
than a surprise. We had been told
only a few hours before that no re-
movals in New York officers were
soon to be made, or even considered,
and had been requested to withhold
the papers and suggestions bearing
on the subject whigh had been sent
to us for presentation, should occa-
sion arise,until we had a notice from
the President of his readiness to re-
eeive them. Lear._ing that the Vice-
President was equally. surprised and
had been equally misled, we went
to Mr. James, cabinet officer from

. our State,and learned that though he
had spent some time with the Pres
ident on the morning of the day the
neminations were sent in, no dis-
.closure of his intention tosend them
‘had been made to him, and that he
first koew of the matter by hearsay
following  the event. Af er  very
earnest reflection and consultation,
we believed the proceeding unwise
and wrong, whether considered
wholly in relation to presentation of
public service and public example
to be set, or in relation also to the
integrity of the republican party.
No publie utterance of comment or
censure was made by either of us, in
the =enate or elsewhere; on the
contrary, we thought that the Presi-
dent would reconsider his action so
sudden and hasty, and would at
least adopt less hurtful and objec-
tionable modes of requiting per-
sonal or individual service. In this
hope the following paper was pre-
]’JmPeed and signed anRﬂ presented by
Mr. James to the President, who
was subsequently informed that you
had authorized your name to be add-

ed also:
To the President:

We bez leave to remonsfrate
against a change in the collectorship
at New York by the removal oi Mr.
Merritt and appointment of Robert-
son,The proposal was wholly a sur-
prise, We heard of it only when sev-
eral nominations involved in the
plan were announced in the Senate.
We had only two days before this
been informed by you that a change
in customs officers in New York
was not contemplated, and quite ig-
norant of the purpose to take any
action now, we had no opportunity
until after the nominations to make
the suggestions we now present.
‘We do not believe that the interests
of public service will be promoted
by removing the present collector
and putting Mr. Roberfson in his
stead; our opinion is quite  the re-
verse, and we believe no political
advantage can be ig;aiuag}f;:;r 11‘2:3 Br:

ublican party or its principles.:
Pieving th?trnn indﬁ;ﬁl?ua] has'claims
or obligetions which should be liqui-
dated in such a mode, we earnest-

jy and respectfully ask that thenom. |

e was ready to remain |

ination of Mr. Robertson be with-
drawn.
(Bigned)

CHESTER A. ARTHUR,
T. G PriAawr, ¢
THOS, L. JAMES,
RosCoE CONKLING.

This paper was presented to the
President by Mr. James on Menday,
the 28th of March. Knowing the
frequency with which every of
the 20 presidents of the republic,
and marked by the present incum-
bent, had withdrawn nominations
on less serious representations, we
did not apyrehend. that such a sug-

gestion would be treated as intrusion
or invasion on anY.prerogativeof the
nnmilmtin% power, were disap-

pointed, mmediately the publie
press, especially in articles and dis-
patches written by those in close
and constant associations with the
President and with influential mem-
bers of his cabinet, teemed - ith vio-
lent denunciations of the senators
from New York for opposing the ad-
ministration and dictating to the
President. Persons who visited the
Executive Mansion reported the
President as recentful and impatient
of the , hesitation to advise
and consent fo what he
proposed, We had made no
assainlt upon anybody. We have
at all times refused to answer ques-
tion= asked by representatives of the
press, or make complaint or com-
ment, or even denial of the truth-
less charges published against us by
the officious ehampions of.the ad-
mini-tration. Indeed, beyond e¢onfi-
dential consultations with brother
senators and officers, we have gaid
nothing until now on the subject,
nor have we, oreither of us, promot
ed the lock in the Senate,
in order. to prevent or influ-
ence [the action on any nomina-
tion, nor. have we ever so stated.

.Immbdiate]y after the nominations

were | published, letters and tele-
erams In greal. numbers came from
every part of the State from its lead-
ing citizens, protesting against the
proposed change: and condemning
them on many grounds. Several
thousands of the leading mercantile
firms of New York, constituting,
we are informed, the majority of
every branch of trade, sent in re
monstrances; sixty of the eighty-one
republican members of the assem-
bly, by letter or memorial of objec-
tion; represenfatives in Congress,
State officials, business men, profes
sional men, commercial, industrial
and political organizations, are
among the remonstrants, and they
speak from every section of the
state. Beside§ phe nominations al-
ready referred to, there were await-
ing action of the Senate, several
citizens of New York, named for
officers connected with the courts,
distriet attorneys and marshals.
These were aull reappointed. Most
of them had been originally com-
missioned by Mr, Hayes. They were
certifled by judg-s of the courts and
many other prominent persons who
attendd faithfulness and merit to
their' service and recommended
their continuance, They were not
presented by us. We have not at-
tempted to dictate, ner have we
asked the nomination of one per-
son to any office in the
State. Indeed, with the simple ex-
ception of the written request set
forth above, we have never even ex-
pressed an opinion to the President
in any case unless questioned in re-
gard to it. Some few days ago the
President abruptly withdrew, In one
and the same act, the names of
Gen. Woodford and Mr. Tenny, and
of two marshals. This unprece-

| dented proceeding, whether advisa-

ble by law or not, was gravely signi-
ficant, The President had nomi-
nated these officers after they had
been weighed in the balance. Their
official records were hefore him, and
had been fully scrutinized and ap-
proved. It must be presumed he
thought the nominations fit to be
made, and that it was his duty to
make them. There is no allegation
that he discovered any unfairness in
them afterwards. It could hardly
be that he had discovered unfitness
What then

Purpoae of

in all of them ‘alike.

was the meaning and
this peremptory step? It was im-
mediately stated as if by authority,
and seems to be admitted, that the
purpose was to coerce senators to
vote as they would not vote, if left
free from execulive interference.
The design was to control the action
of senators touching matters com-
mitted by the Constitution to the
Senate, and the Senate exclusively,
It has been su ed in ‘addition,
tha! by recalling these nominatigns

and ho'ding them in his own hands, |

the President might, in the event of

the failure of another nomination,

use them to compensate that failure.
posed that all these

If it can be sup
publie trusts are to be,or would in
any event be made
quisites or be handled and disposed
of, not only to punish. the indepen-
dence of senatorial votes and action,
but to liguidate the personal obliga-
tions of any . individual however
high in station, the conditions are
utterly vicious and degrading, and
their acceptance would compel ré-
presentatives of States to fling down
their oath and representative duty
at the footstool of executlve power.
Following this sweeping and start-
ling executive act, came ominous
avowals that dissent or failure to ad-
vise and consent would be held an
act of offence, exposing all senators
from whatever state to executive
displeasure. Thus we are confront-
ed by the question whether we shall
surrender the plain right and sworn
duty f senators by consenting to
what we believe to be vicious and
hurtful, or be assigned a position of
disloyalty to the Adminisiration
which we helped to bring in and the
success of which we earnestly de-
sire, For every
which can enter into the case, we
know no theory, avowed by any
party, which requires such submis-
sion as is now exacted. Although
party service may be fairly consider=
ed in making selections of public
officers, it can hardly be maintain-
ed that the Senate is bound to re-
lieve, without ecause, incumbents
merely to make places for those
whom the President or members of
'his cabinet wish to repay for being
recreant to others or serviceable to
him.

Only about two years ago the
Senate advised that Gen. Merritt be
appointed collector at New York.
[t is understood that samong sena-
tors who 8o advised was Mr. Win-
dom, now Secretary of the Treasury,
and head of the department whose
subordinate Gen. Merritt is, An-
other senator Eknown to have
given this advice was Mr
Kirkwood, mnow  BSecretary of
Interior It is said, that like the
Postmaster-GGeneral from our own
State, these cabinet officers
not taken into consultation touching
the removal of General Merritt, but
their sworn and official action as
senators is none the Jess instructive.
I'hat the late BSecretary
'reasury and the lateadministration
up to its expiration, le:s than ten
weeks ago,approved General Merritt

as an officer, is well known, and it is |

nowhere suggested that any citizen
had petitioned for the removal, or

that official delinquency on his part, |

is the reason of 1it. In the place of
an experienced officer, in the midst
of his term fixed by law, it is

thought best, suddenly, to puta man |

in who has had no training for the
position, and who cannot be said to
have any special fitness for the
official duties. In the inaugural of
President Garfleld, delivered on the
6th of March, stand these words:
“The civil service ean never be
placed on a satisfactory basis until it
is regulated by law. For the good of
the service itself, for the protection
of thu&; who are enfrusted with t:he
appointing power, against waste of
time and obstruction of public busi-
ness caused by inordinate pressure
for place, and for protection of in-
cumbents against infrigue and
wrong, I shallat the proper time ask
Congress to fix the tenure of minor
offices of the several executive de-
partments, and prescribe grounds
upon which removals shall be made
during the terms for which incum-
bents have been appointed.”

How good a distinction is, which
would make the major offices a prey
to intrigue and wrong, and shield
the minor offices from like havoc,
and whether the collectorships: of
the country should belong to the ex-
posed or to the protected class, need
only be decided here. Assuming
Gen. Merritt to be an officer of aver-
age fitness and honesty, it might be
reasonably argled that all senators
should with "alacrity advise his dis-
placement by a man oi obvious su-
periority, Possibly it might be =aid
that all should advise the selection
in General Merritt’s place of & man
who, without superior fitness, had
rendered his country or even-his
party fconspicuous and exalted ser-
vices
The case in hand does not belong
to either of these classes., The voea-
tion of Mr. Robertson and his legis-
Jative and professional experience,
and his surroundings, do not show
superiority in the qualities, the
knowledge of business habits and
familiarity with the revenue lJaws
and  system of the United States,

t than Gen. Merritt to collect
revenues and administer the

personal per-

reason and motive |

ere |

of the|

which might make him more com- |

to bear her message and commiss
in the Senate of ﬁ]e United St
With a profound sense of theg
gation we owe, with devotion to
1re]fubﬂmn party and the '
‘‘liberty and right,” with
|attachment to the great
whose  inlerests and

vast business pertaining to the port
of New York. Certainly he cannot
in this be held an exception
to the rules of right and consistency
on which the Constitution and laws
have placed the public service. We
know of no congressional or political
service rende by Mr. Robertson
8o transcendant , the collector-[are dear to us, we o
ship of New York & d be taken in | it respectful and becoming n;f
the middle of a term and given him | make room for those who may cor.'
as a recompense. Mr. Robertson is|rect all errors we have made, and =
reported by the New York 7ribune, | interpret :»I:Eht all duties we have
to declare that his nomination was | misconceived. We thereforeenclose
a “reward,” a reward for action as a |our resignations, but ho'd fast the
delegate in the national convention. | privileges as citizens and republicans
[f Mr. Robertson in hie action was [ to stand for the constitutional rights
influenced by a sense of duty, or if | of all men, and of all mpmeutngvu" :
he voted according to his honest con- | whether of the States, the nation or
victions, it is difficult to see what | the people. ' 47
claim he has for any reward, not te e have the honor to be, very re-
speak of such a t re . The |spectfully, your obedient servants,
action, of whic estimate is thus RosCOE CONKLING,
iﬂ?itﬁd, is und to be this: Mr. | TaoMAS . PrLAaTT.

Robertson and 69 other men accept- _
ed from the State convention a cer- To His Excellency Gov. Cornell.

-1fh;£
tain trust; they sought out and ac- | , WASHINGTON,15.—The official no-

cepted the ition of agents of the | tiflcation to the Senate, to-day, that -t‘
deregntea tom nat!omlg{;mvmtinn; the resignation of Senators Conkling 'ﬁ
the State convention declared its |2nd Platt l}ﬂ%beel,;,fﬂ?"ﬂ;d to the

lainly stated judgment and pol governor of INew YOrk, took every- _
e t{; be nﬁ’wggtll and !upgrtﬁ body by surprise. A Western Asso.
by those it commissioned; to this|C¢iated Press reporter mixed among
declaration all selected as delegates senators to get their opinions, The -
gave or implied consent. But sever- | Surprise was go complete that sena.
eral of them, in addition, made the

tors had not time to form opinions,
most specific personal pledges of en- | 3nd they generally expressed conjec-
gagements to exert themselves in

m:mtonnd ﬁtilrﬁ::ego kna republican
good faith throughout to secure the |Senator said t ’onkling and Platt
nomination of General Grant. They | Dad better be elected by the New
made this pledge as a means of ob-| York legislature now session., .
taining their own appointments as|1bat will be claimed as an endorse.
delegates, and they did, as both per- | ment of their opposition to Robert-
sonally know; claim their seats in |*OD, 8t the hands of the republican
the national convention upon the|Party of New York. Republicans
| faith of their nal statements; | 8!l feel sureof Conkling’s re-election,
their earnestness and fidelity t» the |Put some few have doubts about *
obligation then assumed, we under- | Platt. Democratic senators univer-
stord to involve integrity, as much |52y Elpmll%fﬂﬁ Joy over the res. 4
as an obligation of one who receives | /gnations. They say it widens the' u
the proxy of stockholders of an in- | Preach in the republican pﬂrt]v of
corporation upon pledge and promise [ NeW York, and increases the bitter-
to vote as his principal would vote, | D€s8 of stalwarts towards the admin- k.
Whe her Mr. Robertson was or was 19tlnﬁm. oy _ : ‘*
not himself bound, not only by |  Democrats now have a majorityof
honor and impl;ﬂmtbn, but by ex-|the g:ﬁ'?f;; tl;::l :ﬂﬂf}:l_'b:ﬂ - g_
ress] ving his word, becomes |learned made to-
pressly giving ; 15 rifon .in.g? e ‘com taittese M

L

xik
L] ":1

A e

uite immaterial in view of the ! _
glalma made for him. Tt is insisted | Pendleton; chairman of the demo-
that he “organized the bolt,” or as it | cratic caucus, said no such action”
| has been sometimes stated, he was would be thoight of; that the com-
the leader of the bolt.  This is to say | miltees will remain as now organ-
he invite |, persuaded, induced oth- |ized. Neither Conkling nor Platt
ers whom he knew had given their | has been at the capitol to-day,and
words, had obtained their seats in | M the absence of another i Vs

-

doing 8o, to violate their word, and (tion from them, free rein is giten
betray not only republicans as- | lo®peculation, gossip and conjet- |
sembled in the State convention,but | tures. The interpreration generally
the republicans of their districts as|given to this unexpected coupd’fat =
well, who had trusted in their honor, |18 that the New York senaters,in =
Whoever counsels and procures an-|Yiew of the certainty of defeatif
other toa dishonest and dishonor- [ they continue their contest against
able act, must share with that other | the Robertson nomination, have =
thre guilt, and should share also the |concluded o appeal to the legisla-'
odium justly attaching to it. We are | ture and people "of their State for 2
therefore wholly unable, upon |Vindication of their course on the °
whichever ground we put it, to see |question,meanwhile leaving Robert- .
justification for ourselves, should we | Son’s confli mation to be effected b{; Y
become parties to using public trusts | 8 Senate under democratic control.
which .belong to the people, to re- | Their resignations are also under-
quire such service in “such stoo to be intended as expressions
but the appliances employed to effect | ©f disgust at' what they characterize
this result setsup mew standards |a¢an unhallowed combination of ade"
of responsibility and invades we be- | ministration influences to defeatand
lieve the truths and prineiples on |bumiliate them personally, and4he
which separate andp’ co-ordinate | democratic party propose to foster
branches of the government stand. |disease and dissention in the repub-
A senator has hisown responsibility. | lican ranks of New York. The New
He is amenable to his State and to| YOrk legislature is still in session,
thimy ot which naig a member. ?;ﬁ}. i: not expected to adjourn for
W ver ' and. whoever else eeks. .
may comstrain him, he s to mame that the Senate will
exempt from exeeutive men-|P to confirm Robertson within 1‘
ee-or disfavor on gne hmgﬁ and ex- fih_ﬂ next few days, and adjourn sine
ecutive inducements on the other, |d%€. 7 O e
Long standing orders of the House| ~DPon Cameron and David Davis
of Commons have been the declara. |Seem {o be  the only senators who
tion, thata member shall suffer ex- | knew of the coming resignations. It
| pu]g’lon who even reports the wishes| 18 said Conkling ‘and Platt will not
of the executive head of the govern- (only regard their re-election as ap-
‘ment to influence the yotes of mem- | proval of their fight against Robert-
bers. The British constitution is not | Son, but also a rebuke of the admin-
more jealous ‘than ours in this re- | istration.  Senators generally say '
{gard. To give advice, and honest, | Robertson will be confirmed to-mor-
independent advice as to the 'ap |TOW, and the Senate will adjourn by
pointment is as muech a [ Friday. s
right and duty of a senator as it is| Soon after the adjournment of the
the right or duty of the President to | Senate, to-day, republicans went in- *
propose names. Be this advice one | to caucus for the purpose, it is un-
way or another, it is no more an act | derstood,of determining what course
of disrespect or treasqn to' the nomi- | shall be pursued in regard to action
nating power than' the /verdictof a|on the Robertson case, and other

juror or decision of judges: < ;. ﬂ?ﬂﬂt;d nﬁeltnﬂi?ﬁjinrﬂ ;}:: Enn_ i

The idea that the Sena i ply:
to find out what is wMﬁ ) Becretary Windom "was called to
do it, we cannot, believe safe or ad- | the Executive_Mansion. shortly af-
miar:gble, and thél;d far no party has tgrwnrds, and has been there ever
da or Jescen to setupsuch a | 8iDce. ,
test of party fidelity or mllegiance.| President Garfield was mﬁmoﬁ
[n this instance such! promi-|the contemplated resigna early
nence has .- beems ! eén.! to}this morning. " : : T8
the subject and sueh . distr %@h | New York, 16.~The Commercial
been expressed of ) ng says:, The case of Senators _-;,:
our positicps that we think it right’ ling and Platt is now in the hands ™
and dutiful to submit the matter to |of New York, and it is to decide
e M e
nd, and ever W. (. ion. - Lhese  partl lave recens
Sgature v mn.‘:rf, foreftaken, " New clecfions” ean fals
can in ty, and New Yoi a week from to-morrow if the
| abominde in see quite as able as: are received in Albany fo=
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