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transmitting ashaspas odo our resig-
nations respectively 0oto the great
trusts with which new york hashag
honored ilsus it is fit that we acquaint
you aridand ahr ugh your legislature1 the
people of the state with the reasons
which in our judgment make such
a step respectful and necessary
some weeks ago the president sent
to the senate in a group nomina-
tions of several persons for public
offices already filled one of these
offices is the of the port
of new york now held by general
Mermerritt anothenistheris the consul gengon
eralship at london now held by
general badeau another is charge
dda affairs to denmark held by mrair
cramer another is tilethe mmi sioneion to
switzerland heldheid by mr fish eonon
of the former distinguished boroeero
tary of stafestate mr fisheish hadhaf in def-
erence to ancient practice placed his
position at ahethe disposal of the new

J

administration but like other perpei
sonsbons namednamedJiehe was ready to remain
at his post ifpermittedeted todo so all
the officers save only mr cramer
are citizens of new york it was
proposed to displace them all
any alleged fault any alalleged
need or advantage of public userservicebervicevice
bubuttinin order to give the great 0officet
of collector of theprortportartofof newvow york
to mr william H robertson as a
reward for certain acts of hidhissaldsaldsaid to
have aided init making the nomina-
tion of gen garfield possible the
chain of removals thus proposed
waswaa brobrokenkenhen by general babadeauxBadedeauauss
promptly declining to accept the
new place to which hebe waswaa to beb
sent these nominations summon-
ed every member of ththeasenaSenatetd to rsay
whether he advised such transact
eions tiletiie movement waswits more
than a surprise we had been told
only a few hours before that no re-
movalscovals in new york officers were
soon to be made or eyenexen considered
and hadhid been requestedrequeledted to withhold
thetile pappapersrs and sugsupsuggestionsgestionslons bebearingaring
on the subjects eject which had been sentbent
to us for presentation should occa-
sion arise until we had a notice from
the president of hisliis readiness to re-
ceive them learnearlearinglearninging that the vicevlee
presidentpresident was equallyecguaqua surprised hudand
had been equally misled wewe went
to I1mrr Jajamesjairlesirlesiries aacabinetbinet officer from

learned
had spent some time with the pres
mentmont on the morning of the day the
nominations were sent in no dis-
closureciocloeuroeure of his intention to send them
had been made to himliim and that he

knew of the matter by hearsayIearsay
following the event afaberer verversvery
earnest refoerepeattioutionionlon and
wewo bellebeilebelievedrod the proceedingproceed mg unwisee
andtand wrong whether considered
wholly iniii relation to presentationofot
public service and public example
to besetbe set or in relation aisoalso to the
integrity of the republicarepublicanii party
no public utterutteranceance of comment or
censurecensul was made by either of us in
the or elsewhere on the
contrary we thought that the presi-
dent would reconsider his action so
sudden and hasty and would at
least adopt less hurtful and objec-
tionabletionatlonationabiebli modes of requiting per-
sonal or individual service in this
hope the following paper was pre-
pared and signed and presented by
mr james to the president who
was subsequently informed that you
had authorized your name to be add-
ed also

to the president

we beg leave to remonstrate
against a change in the
at new york by the removal ot mr
merritt and appointment of robert
genthe proposal was wholly a sur-
priseae we heard of it only when sev-
eral nominationsdominations involved in the
dian were announced in the senate
we had only two days before this
been informed by you that a change
in customs officers in new york
was contemplatednot and quite ig-
norantnorantofof the purpose to take any
action now we hadbad no opportunity
until after the nominations to make
the silsuggestions we now present
we do not believe that the interests
of public service will be promoted
by renremovingjoving thetho jppresentresent collector
and putting mr robertsonbertsonKo in
stead our opinion is19 quite the re-
verse and we believe no
advantage capcan be gained for the re
publican party oorriits nelnollplles be-
lievinglieving that no individualI1 haselhas
or obligations which should be liqui-
dated in such a mode wewe emestearnest-
ly and respectfully ask that the nom

11
of mr robertsonlobertson be with

drawn
81signedened
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this paper was presented to the
president by mr james on monday 31

the of march knowing the
frequency with which every gueone of
tiletilo presidents of the republic
and marked by the present incum-
bent had withdrawn nominations
on lesleas serious representations we
did not 1 that suelapuch a sug-
gestiontion would be treated aaas intrusion
or hiinvasion on ananyFprerogative of the
nominating power Wwe were disap-
pointedpolpoianted immediately the public
prespress esixesikespeciallybially in articlesartieles and disdig
patches writtwrittentn by those in close
and constant associations with the
president and with influential mem-
bers of hisbig cabinet teemed ith vio
lent denunciations of the senators
from newew yorkork for opposing the aad-
ministration and dictating to the
president persons who visited the
executive Mansioil reported the
president as resentful and impatient
of ithethe hesitation to advise
and consent to what he
proposed we had made no
assassaultatilt upon anybody we have
at all times refused to answer ques-
tionstiong asked by representatives of the
presspressy pror make complaint or com-
ment or even denial of theelargechargecharged published against us by
the officious champions ofortheor the ad
mini tration indeed beyond conf-
idential consultations with brother
senators and officers we have said
nathlnothing9 until now on the subject
norpor hyph uyelye we or either of us pramot
ed

1 I1thee 4ainddinddeadlocklockloek in the senate
in 0 derderi tot prevent or influ-
ence the action on any nomina-
tiont on norap have we ever so stated
I1immm idlaidiatelylely after the nominations
werewerf published letters and tele-
gram9aarn jiliii great numbers came from
everaevery part of the state from its lead-
ingingecitizens protesting against the
proproposedposedposea ghangeq and condemning
thenthem on manymank gigroundsounAs several
thousands of the leading mercantile

i firms of new yorkyorks constituting
we are Informinformededl the majority of
every branch of trade sent in re
monsmontrantranceses sixty of the eighty one
republican membersembersin of the assem-
bly by letter or memorial of objec-
tion representativea in congress
state officials business men probes

men commercial industrial
and political organizations are
among tiietile remon and they
speak from every section of the
state besidereside the nominations Aal-
ready referred to there were awaltawait-
ing action of the senate several
citizens of new york named for

connected with the courtrcourts
diariet attorneys and inmarshalsarshanshaisals
thesthese were niltill reappointed most
of them had been originally com-
missionedmlisioned by mr hayes they were
corticertifieded by judgess of the courts and
man other prominent persons who

faithfulness and merit to
their service and recommended
ththeirel continuance they were not
papresentedresented by us wevve have not at-
tempted toti dictate nonner have we
asked the nomination of one per-
son to any office in the
state indeed with the simple ex-
ception of the written request set
forth above we have never even ex-
pressed ansva opinion to the president
in any case unless questioned in re-
gard to it some few days agothaago the
president abruptly withdrew in one
and the same act the names of
gen woodford and mr tenny and
of two marshals this unprece-
dented proceeding whether advisa-
ble by law or not was gravely signi-
ficant the president had nomi-
nated these offmeersofficers after they hadbad
been weighed in the balance their
official records were lorewore him and
hadllad been fully scrutinized and ap-
proved it must be presumed he
thought the nominations nitfit to be
made and that it was his dutydufy to
make them there is ndfid allegation
that hohe discovered any unfairness in
them afterwards it could hardly
be that he hadbad discovered unfitness
inalinaiin allalilofof thethemi

m alike what then
was the meaning and purpose of
this peremptory stepstop it was im-
mediately stated aaas if by atiaxiauthoritythoritya
and seems to be admitted that the
purpose was to coerce senators to
vote as they would not vote if left
free from executive interference
the design was to control the aaction
pfaf senators touching matters com-
mittedA by the constitution lo10 the
senatesenate and the senate exclusively
ithalthait has been suggested inm addition
thai by recalling theetheae t A

and hading them in hhishinIs ow
the president might in the event of
the failure of another nomination

use them tto0 compensatecompe e that failure
if it can be supposupposedsedged that all these
public trusts are to bebeoror would in
any event be made personal per-
quisitesquisites or be handled and disposed
of not only to punish the indepen-
dence of senatorial votes and action
but to liquidate the personal obliga-
tions of any individual however
high in station the conditions are
utterly vicious and degrading and
their acceptance would compel vre-
presentativespresentatives of states to fling down
their oath and representative duty
at the footstool of executive power
following this sweephiging and start-
ling executiveve act came ominous
avowals that dissent or failure to ad-
vise and consent would be held an
act of offeucefence exposing all senators
from whatever state to executive
displeasure thusthuy we are conaroconfront-
ed

ut
byy the question whether weyve shall

surrender the plain right and sworn
duty cf senators by consenting to
what we believe to aebe vicious and
hurtful or be assigned a position of
disloyalty to the
which we helped to bring in and the
success of which we earnestly de-
sire for every reason and motive
whwhichlehieh can enter into the case we
know no theory avowed by any
party which requires such submis-
sion as is nowhow exacted although
party service may be fairly consider-
ed in making selections of public
officers it can hardly be malmaimaintain-
ed that the senate is bound to re-
lieve without cause incumbents
merely to make places for those
whom the president or members of
llishis cabinet wish to repay for being
recreant to others or serviceable to
him

only about two years ago the
senate advised that gen merritt be
appointed collector at new york
Itisit is understood that among sena-
tors who so advised was mrair win-
dom now secretary of the treasury
and head of the department whose
subordinate gen merritt is19 an-
other senator known to have
given this advice was mr
kirkwood now secretary of
interior it is said that like the
postmaster general from our own
state these cabinet officers wereere
not taken into consultation touching
the removal of general merrittMerritti but
their sworn and official action as
senators is none the less instructive
that the late secretary of the

and the latead ministration
up to its expiration lelcless than ten
weeks amoaeo approved general merritt
as nnan officer is well known and it is
nowhere suggested that any citizen
had petitioned for the removal or
that official delinquency on his part
is the reason of it in the place of
an experienced officer in the midst
of his term fixed byby law it is
thoughthoughtt best suddenly to put a manmau
in who has had no training for the
position and who cannot be said toth
have any special fitness for the
official duties in the inaugural of
president garfield delivered on the
ath of march stand these words
the civil service can never be

placed on a satisfactory basis until it
is regulated by law for the good of
thetile service itself for the protection
of those who are entrusted with the
appointing power against waste of
time Aandud obstruction of public busi-
ness

busi-a
caicalcausedased byb inordinate pressure

for place and for protection of in-
cumbentscumbents against intrigue and
wrong I1 shall at the proper time askcoggcongressss to fix the tenure of minor
officesoffice of the several executive de
apartmentspart ments and prescribe grounds
upon which removals shallhall be made
during the terms for which incum-
bents have bebeenenAppappointed

how good a distinction is which
would make the major offices a prey
to intrigue and wrong and shield
the minor offices from like havoc
and whether the
the country should belong to the ex-
posed or to the protected class need
only be decided here assuminggengim merrimerritt to be an officer of aver-
age fitness abd honehonestyhoneatyty it might be
Teasonreasonablyably argued that all senasennsenators
should with alacrity advise his dis-
placement

L

by da man oiol obvious su-
periorityperiority possibly it might be said
that all should advise the selection
in general merrittsMerrilts place of a minman
who without superiorperlor fitness hadhid
renKenrendereddered his country or even his
ppartyaarty coconspicuousnapictoui aandnd exalexaltedted ser-
vices

ththe case in hand does not belong
to eikerelkerelthereither of these classes the voca
tion of mrair robertson and his legis-
lative and professional experience
and his surroundings do not show
superiority in the qualities the
knowledge of business habits and
familiarity with the revenue lawsaws
and system of the united states

hichImight mahemake hilmorehim more com
detenttent than gen merritt to collect04state revenues and adaminiadministerterten the

vast business pertaining totd the port
of new york certainly he cannot
in tills respect be heldheid an exception
to the rules of right and conslaconsistencytenoytenoX
onoff which thetho conaticonstitutiongutlon and laws
have placed the public service wejve
know of no congressional or political
service rendered by mrrobertson
so branscenfant that the

of new york ah be taken in
the middle ofaof a term and given him
as a recompense mr Bobertsonrobertson is
reported by the new york tribune
to declare that his nomination was
a rewardfreward a reward for action as a
delegate in the national convention
if mr robertsonHobertson in hiehis action was
influenced by a sensepense of duty or if
hebe voted according to hishia honest coneon
actionvictviet lonsions it Js difficult to see what
claim he hashaq for any reward not totb
speak of such a great reward the
action of wbican estimate Ni thus
Ininvitedvitea is understood to be this mr
robertsonbertsonBo and 69 other men accept-
ed from the state convention a cer-
tain trust they sought out and ac
cepter the position of agents of the
delegates to the hatbatnationalionallonal convention
the state convention declared itsita
plainly stated judgment and policy
was to be observed and supportedsupport
by those it commissioned to this
declaration all selected as delegates
gave or implied consent
eraeral of themthemi in addition made the
most specific personal pledges of en-
gagementsgagements to exert themselves in
good faith throughout to secure the
nomination of general grant they
made thisthia pledge as a means of ob-
taining their own appointments as
delegates and they did as both per-
sonally know claim their seats in
the national convention upon the
kalthoffalthfaith of their personal statements
their earnestness and fidelity toti the
obligation then assumed we under-
stood to involve integrity as much
as an obligation of one who receives
the proxy of stockholders of an in-
corporation upon pledge and promise
tovoto voteteasas his principal would vote
who her mr robertson was or was
not himself bound I1

not only by
honor and implication but by ex-
pressly giving his word becomes
quite immaterial in view of the
claims made for him it is insisted
that hebe organized the bolt I1I1 or as it
has been sometimes stated he wasI1

the leader of the bolt
hebe invite 1 persuaded induced oth-
ers whom he knew had given their
words hadhal obtained their seats in
doing BOso to violate their word and
betray not only republicans as-
sembled in the state conventionbut
the republicans of their ddistricts as
well who hadbad trusted in their honor
whoever counsels and procures an-
other to a ilistdishonestionest and dishonor-
able acactt must share with thathat other
the guiltt and should share also the
odium justly attaching to it we argarc
therethereforetheredorefore wholly unable upon
whichever ground we put it to see
justification for ourselves should we
become parties to using public trusts
which belong to the people to re-
quire such service in such modmodes I1
buethebut the appliances employed to effect
this result setsuosets up new standards
of responsibility and invades Wwee be-
lieve the truths and principles onoff
which separate and ordinatecoordinateco
branches of the government stand
A senator has his own responsibility
he is amenable to his state andband to

ot which nelie is a member
whatever and whoever else
may constrain him he is to
bebe exeexemptmP V from executive men-
acealoror ddisfavornsfakorvor on one handlandhand and ex-
ecutive inducements on the olthereither
long ptstandinganding orders of the house
ofor conCodcommonsimons havebave been theithe declara-
tion that a member shall suffer ex

who even reports the wishes
of the executive head of the govern-
ment to influence the totesvotes of mem-
bers the british constitution is not
moremoie jealous than ours in thisthia re-
gard tota give advice and honest
independent adviseadvice asha to the tap

proposed is as alich a
right and duty of a senator Usas it is
the right or duty of the president to
propose names be this advice one
way or another it inIs nomoreno more an act
of disrespect or treason to the nomi

power than a
juror or decision of judges r

the idea that the Sena tedateJa
to find out wanted nhatWhathell
do it we cannot believe safe efad
inissable and thus fat
dared or descended to setutetu a
test of party deltyfidelityfldeity orallegiance
in this instance such promi-
nence has beenheen given toth
the subject and SUAsursucheuch distrust has
been expressed 0off thilthe correctnessss at01
our that bethinkwe right
and dutiful to submit the matter to
the power tto which alone we re

anandI1 evereven ready to bowow theIT
legislature is in sessionslonsion II11 Is re-
publican in majority and newyork
aboundsabound in sonscons quite as ableabie aveewe

to bear her message and
in the senate of the united statisstates
with a profound sense of thetheobaldobli

gation we owe with devotion tto the
republican party and the creed of0

11 berty and right with reverentreve
attachment to the great state
whose interests and hollot
are dear to us we hold
it respectful and becoming to
make room for those whowilo may co-
rrect all errors we have made and
interpret aright all duties we have
misconceivedconceivedmis wevve therefore enclose
our resignations but hodhold faitewt the
privileges as citizens and republicans
to stand for the constitutional rights
of all men and of all representatives
whether of the states the nationationu or
the people

we have the honorbonor to be weryveryery re-
spectfullyfully your obedient servants

CONKLING
THOMAS 0 platt

tamisto fergfits excellency govgou comeilcomell
the official no

to the senate todayto day that
the resignation ofbf senators conkling
and platt had been forwarded to the
governor of new york took every-
body by surprise Awestern asso

press reporter mixed aamongmong
senators to get their opinions the
surprise was so complete that sena-
tors had not time to form opinions
and they generally expressed conjec-
tures and surmises cinetineone republican
senator said that conklingconah ng and piattplatt
had better be elected by the newnow
york legislature now in session
that will be claimed aaas anali endorse-
ment of their opposition
ton at thtb hands of the republican
party of new york republicans
allaliil feel sure of Conconklingklings electionreelectionre
but some few havebave doubts about
platt Democratdemocraticid senators univer-
sally express great joy over the rsrea
iggnatnationsionslons Ttheyey sayay it widens the
breach in the republican party ofdrnew vorkyork and increases the bitter-
ness of stalwartstalstaiwartsi towards the admin-
istration

democratdemocrats now hayehave a majority of
the senateenate but so far ag can be
learnlearnedediloedliono attemptt willbewill be madekomade to-
wards reforming thehe committees
pend of lleileliethe demo-
cratic caucus said notio suelsuch actionfaction
would bebd thought of that the com-
mittees will remain ashs now organ-
ized neither conkling nor piattplatt
has been at the capitolcapital todayto day and
in the absenceabsen ceicel of another explana-
tion

irpiarialaria
from them free rein is givenglien

to peculation gossip and conjec-
tures the interpretation gengenerallybrally
given to this unexpected coup duealdeafdeal
isthan fhe new york senators inin
view of the certainty ofor defeadefeatt if
they continue their contest againstFthuthe robertson nomination have
concluded to appeal to the leglegisla-
ture

islaisia
and people of their stslatestateite for

vindication of theirir course on the
ququestion meanwhile leaving rabert
sons conkliconfirmationto be effecteded by
a senate under democratic control
their resignations are also under

i to be intended as expressions
of disgust at what they charetcharacterizecle
as an unhallowed combination ofedor d
minministration influences to defeat and
humiliate them personally and ahe
democratic party propose to foster
disease and disdissentsentionronfon in the repub-
lican ranks of new york the new
york legislature I1is still in sesssesasession1

10n
and is not expected to adjourn for
four weeks

it is probable that the senate will
proceed tito confirm robertson within
tilethe next few days and adjourn sing
die
jonedon Caicalcameronneron and david davis

seembeem to be the only senators who
knew of the coming resignations it
is said ca and platt will notnob
only regard their reelectionelectionre as ap-
proval of their fight against robert-
sonconf but also a rebuke of the admin-
istration benaSenasenatorstors generally saypay
RobertsRobertsornsori will be confirmed tomorto mor
row and thethe senate will adjourn by
friday

soon afterthe adjournment of the
Seiibeilsenatebellatoateato todayto day republicans went in-
to caucus for the purpose itif is un

determining what course
shallshail pursuedbe luuiri regard to ticnetlonactiontion
on the robertson case and other
mastedwasted also con-

sidersl or the subject of adjournment
secretary windom was called to

the executive mansion shortly af-
terwardsterwards and hushas been there ever
since

president garfield was apprised ofoft
the contemplated resignations early
thisthia morning

new yorksyork 16 z the commercialcommerceal
saysays the case of senators conk
lingardline and platt is now ininthethe hands
of new york and it isls to decide
whwhetherether arnot it approves the ac-
tion10r these papartiesartles llavehave recentrecentlylr
lakeri new electionsnii eancan take
place a week from tomorrowto morrow if the

1 papers are received in albany totc


