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dlan fashion, around a dirty blanket
spread on the ground. ‘“When the
windows of heaven are opened and the
rain descends, It is quite another mat-
ter! Then all not on duty retire to their
leaky dog-tents, to squat or Jle on the
wet ground and pass the time as best
they can. In these peaceful days there
seems no need of sentinels paciog the
guiet street in a pouring railp; and if
dlscipline” must be preserved at any
cost of life and comfort, is not Uncle
Samuel rich enough to provide cach of
hia soldlers with a rubber blanket? I

not, the people at large In the United |

States would be glad to supply the de-
ficlency. A very small portion of the
money we have Invested in feeding un-

grateful Cubans, .would have furnished |

our boys with comforts which would

When their disagreeable duty is done,
the wearied sentinels crawl under their

tepts and lie down on the sodden
ground In thelr rain-soaked clothes—
thus Inviting malarla to assist the

chilly dews of night and the flerce rays
of the mwoon-day sun In engendering
fever.
you say. Immune from what—from the
natural conditions of the climate and
from all the illa to which flesh is heir?
Yellow fever la among the least of dan-
gers to be avoided in Santiago—for
while it has reaped Its hundreds during
the last few months, malarla, dysentery
and other diseases induced by improper
1iving have been garnering their thou-
sands in the Campo Santos.
FANNIE BRIGHAM WARD.

A VIBIT TO TIIE STATE PRISON.
Sait Lake City, Oct. 11, 1898,

Through ‘the courtesy of the Hon.
Secretary of State, with a party of
friends from Cache valley, I visited the
Utah State prison. In former years I
had visited the pen in.the old adoble
structure, which was bug-Infested, in-
convenient and ugly from any point of
view. It has fortunately been replaced
with a modern prison in every sense of
the word. As one approaches |t he 1s
at once struck with the neat appear-
ance o the place; lnstead of a rough
yard, there i3 a beautiful lawn sur-
rounded with a substantial fence, and
everything on the ocutside has & neat
and clean appearance.

The warden and his efficlent alds re-
ceive you with every kindness and
gpare no pains in showing you every
nook and corner of the prison. The in-
side ls'f'i clean ‘and neat as the out-
gide. e cells were Inspected and
found in many instances adorned with
pictures according to the taste of the
occupant; every cell on each corridor
cap be locked at once and the peat and
clean appearance of everything in and
afound the new State prison was a
wonder to our visltors from the coun-
try who had never seen the inside of a
prison.

There are abowt one hundred and
eighty persons imprisoned here, and
out of a population of two hundred and
fifty thousand f{n the State of Utdh,
this is a very mall per cent indeed.
And it must be remembered that a
Jarge per cent of these criminals are
non-residents of Utah.

Another good feature of this prison
Hfe iz seen in the appearance of the
prisoners. They all look healthy and
‘have the appearance of belng we]l fed.
‘There is no lounging around the yards
in large groups, elther smoking, play-
ing cords or idling away htelr time,
but the buz of machinery I8 heard in
every room, and the ¢lick of the knit-
ting machines. The sound of the shoe-
maker’s haminer, the talior and other
ooccupations too numerous to mentlon,

But these men are "l-mmunes.",

o doubt have saved many preclous|
ﬁves, [

ghow a change not only for good Iin the.

prisoners, but also making the burden agriculturaliy,

of the taxpayers’ much lighter.

The kitchen iz a model of neatness,
and the bread would be welcome on any
table in the land. From the laundry to
the library everything ls well stocked,
the latter with good books and papers,
also popular magazines. All go to show
that every care iz taken to improve not
only the moral condition but the mental
status of these unfortunate people.

Many pieces of beautiful workman-
ship wer shown to us, but the meedle
work qullt of a man who a few monthg!
ago hardly knew enocugh 1o sew a but-
ton on, was very flne. The prisoners
are divided into three ¢lasses, and thelr
good behavior eptitles them to many
privileges, and they are not slow to
see the advantages in thls matter, The
life of a prisoner in this Institution in
every feature of it is calculated to make!
him and honest and a better man, and
when compared with prigson life in the
old world—I have Heen an offlcer of the
law for sevegal years and have seen
thelr life—bears no comparison. In
those institutions he is in every
sense made to feel he is a felon and
treated on this silent and brutal sys-
tem but here in the Utah State prison
while the best of discipline is kept the
eriminal by care and kindness is led to
feel the necessily of leading a better
life when his term shall have expired.
I am highly In favor of the system
adopted here, and the labor performed
here while not hard Is both beneflielal
to the State and the inmates.

The farm Aalso {3 a model one and is
algo a source of revenue, Yes, gir; the
new syatem and everything In and
around the State prison has a reform-
atory object In view and the man who
ha=z served a term here and does not
come out & better man 1s because he
has lost every instinet of true man-
hood. Thanking the warden and his
officers we left the prison with nothing
but words ol commendation,

SALOP.

IT IS A FINE COUNTRY.

I’resident Andrew Kimball, who was
called about a year ago to preside over
the St. Joseph Stake, Arjzona, reached
Salt Lake Qity October 6 He s
decidedly enthusiastic over the condi-|
tlons as they exlst in that country, and
says that it is full of wonderful possi-
bilities and undevelopepd resources.

He says that with the politiciang the
question of expansion 8 one that is
causlng a considerable difference of
opinion at the present time; but with
him and the people of the Gila River
valley, Graham county, there is no such
question, ag ull favor the extension of
their boundarles as rapldly as possible,
and that extension is golng on In a
satisfactory nianner. Hgq says there
are ten settlements of Latter-day
Saints in that valley, comprising about
three thougand people. The country
has a very agreeable climate; part of
the summer season iz quite warm and
the temperature sometimes reaches 110
degrees; but that is in the middle of
the day, and not often. The soll Iz
very fertile, and two crops a year are
produced. All of the small grains are
harvested in June. Shortly after that
the rainy season begins and the ground
is in good condltion for planting corn,
which 1s at this time of the year
ready to be cut and harvested.

This year hag been a very prosperous
one ameong the farming community,
and most of the people follow agrlcul-
tural pursuits. He pays they have
kept twelve headers going constantly,
in additlon to about fifty aelf-hinders.
Besldes that, seven threshing machines

with large and busy crews have had
a]l they could do. This, he says, will
glve an adequate idea of conditions

Graham county, or
that section of it In which the Mormon

settlements are Jocated, is known as
the “Granary of southern Arizona."
All cereal crops are produetlve and
profitable—at least as much so us in
the most favorable section of Utah,
Already, four crops of lucern have
been cut and there will be another be.
fore the season is closed. The corn,
which is now developed, is sixteen feet
high, with great ears and flne as any
that is produced In the Mississipp! val-
ley. This, as well as the lucern, finds
a ready market. There are a number
of mining camps in the Immedlate vi-
cinity, and all are ready purchasers
of everything that the farmers rajse.

Then as to the tuber crop, Presjdent
Kimball portrays that in most elabor-
ate language. He says that the sweet
potatoes rafsed In this valley are the
largeat he has ever seen. As an in-
stance, he cites the fact that last year
a certain farmer raised one sweet po-
tato that weighed thirty-six pounds
and another, nineteen, These, of
course, are abnormally large, and not
the rule. though one potato will fur-
ish several meals for a good sized
family.

As to peaches, the best of them are
50 large that It fs jmpossible to put
them away in ordinary quart or two-
quart bottles. Larger vessels, he de-
clares, have to be obtained for tak-
ing care of them. The apples ralsed
there are among the best he has ever
seen, neither Utah nor Idaho vleing
with them In any particular. While
the country is very warm, no oranges
are ralsed; but nearly all seml-tropical
frulte are produced In great abund-
ance.

Regardlng the clln}atlc conditions,
intending settlers, says’ President Kim-
ball, need have no apprehensions as to
the heat or other unfavorable condi-
tions of the elements, There never
has been. to his knowledge or to the
knowledge of the peaple.of the wvalley,
a single case of sunstroke. Then the
terrific wind and sand storms which
are prevalent in some other sections of
sguthern countries, are at their
lowest ebb in the Gila River vallev.
The breezes, he says,are simply refresh-
ing, and In most instances, barely
strong enough to run the wind mills
whereby water Iis pumped from the
wells to the surface, for culinary and
other purposes. These wells, he says,
are a great blessing to the people amd
furniksh an abundant water supply and
never run dry.

The Glla river furnishes water for fr-
rigating purposes. It 1s a stream that
is very muddy; bt the mud that the
water contalns and carries 13 a bleas-
ing to the people, in thag It is conveyed
and distributed over the land durlng the
irrigation season. This has gone on
ever since the land was cultivated and
that which has been producing two
crops each season for sixbeen years [s
af rich today, appareritly as ever. No
dther fertilizer has ever been put upon
it, and probably will never be neces-
Bary.

The couniry is alzo well adapted for
cattle ralsing, in that it has large, lux-
uriomsly grass-covered ranges. So much
30 Iz this the case that many men have
become extensively well to do by follow-
ing thls business—in fact, some have
become veritabte cattle kings. Sheep
ralsing is not so extenslvely carrled on,
though it is intended to engage in tha't
business In the future to a greater ex-
tent than heretofore.

There I8 ample opportundty also, for
persong desirous of invesating capital
in manufacturing business and inter-
eats. This s something, too, that the
people are desirous of encouraging.
They would patronize home industries
to the exclusion of all others, providing
they could get thereby what they want-
ed. For those who are seeklng homes,
President Kimball says, there 1s no
finer section of country in the Unlted



