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acene of barbarous cruelty to animals
which one is continually obliged to wit-
ness makes one's heart ache and blight
the fairest'landscape. The local ear Is
g0 accustomed to the sound of blows
that it never seems to hear them; even
gentle women give no heed to the spec-
tacle of Bome poor beast being lashed
upon a raw and bloody back, or having
fallen from exhaustion under a too
heavy load, being kicked and pounded
by brutes in human form. Oh for a
society for the prevention of cruelty to
animalst If Cuba ever does come un-
det the rules of Uncle Samuel and such
a beneficent soclety is established here,
it will require vears of fines and lm-
prisénment and perhaps a few genera-
tions or so, to effect much change for
the hetter. At present there is no use
in protesting against any case of cru-
elty. The law says that a man fs ab-
solute owner of his beast and may kil
it by any prolonged torture, if he s0
desires.

Now-days the better class of Ha-
wvanians do not join in the earnival fes-
tivities. A few of the belles and beau-
tleg are out, including all the demi-
monde-—in decolette toilettes of white
aatin, pink, pale blue, with uncovered
arms and heads, and matrons jn badly
fitting gowns and lace mantillas, a
comparatively small number wearing
masks and dominoes. There are many
horsemen in the procession, mostly the
*voung bloods” of the capital, who ex-
cel as equestrians; and one solitary
senorita in the saddle, In a surprising
habit of sky-blue satin. The bull-fizht-
ors are out..in full force and astonish-
ifg array, with the great Mazzantini—
sald to be the best (or rather the
worst), torreador in the world—at their
head. 'There are several carriage loads
of them, fresh from the gory spot of
the ball ring. where every Synday, and
every afterncon during the ecarnival
weel, twelve worn-out horses and six
wlld bulls are butchered for the amuse-~
ment of the rabble. The plcadores
and torreadors—all swarthy fellows
from the south of Spaln, with their
sihark halr” tightly bratded over wire
into a funny little gueue which turns

at the end like a pig's tall—wear the
most exaggerated costumes of thelr
kind, yeilow satin and gcarlet velvet,
lace ruifles and gold braid galore, white
&lik hose gorgeously embroidered man-
ties of satin and velvet and numerous
jewelled decorations—the rewards of
previous acts of cowardice in slaughter-
ing defenselesa animals in the ring.
* Just now the procession was broken
by n reglment of Spanish sotdiers
straggling through. ‘They are returmn-
jng from an expedition into the interior
-—tired, - dusty, footsore and wWeary; with
faded and hedraggled uniforms of blue
denim and swords rusty with nobody
knows what innocent blood. The rank
and file of the royal army are not to be
blamned whatever they do. They are
compelled to come, and to obey orders.
The conscriptlon laws of Spain in her
present extremity, exempt no males be-
tween the ages of 15 and 50, They aTe
treated like dogs by their superlor offl-
cers, hard worked and miserably fed,
heaten with whips and belabored with
stwwords for any petty offense. I am
told that the Spanish heart ls aflame
with patriotism; that boys harely out
of pettycoats are wild to come to Cuba,
or to fizht the United Btatea for alleged
interference: and that mothers, who
have nlready lost sons on the battie-
field and in the hospitals of this refrae-
tory island, are sager to give all the
rest in defense of the honor of Spain.
But the soldlers themseives do not
ook tt. Undersized. undrilled and
digpirted, thelr appearanee 18 not caleu-
jated to sirike terror tn the hearts
of any foe. On the contrary.
many of them are renlly pitiahle ob-
jects, © OFf the 46.000 Snaniah anldlers
whé are now in the hospitnls of Cuha,

more than half are there from weak-
ness and exhaustion, the result of in-
sufficient nourishment. They have not
been paid for months, and it is im-
possible to find food for all in this over-
crowded and impoverished fsland. It
is a common spectacle to see a beggar
in the uniform of the royal army; and
often when the starving reconcenira-
dos have received their week's supply
from the bouniy fo the United States,
it is taken from them by physically
stronger, but almost equally hungry
soldiers. Yet 406,000 mew sgoldlers are
expected to arrive this week from
Spain and preparations are now being
made to receive them wlith the usual
fuss and feather. Always when a new
regirthent comeg the houses of Havana
are bedecked with flags, bands play,
men embrace and kiss one another
after the effusive Spanlish faghion and
shouts of ""Viva espana!™ fill the alr.
The newly-arrived officers are wined
and dined and each private is pre-
sented with a sllver dolar. Poor lads!
It is the last prso they will see for
many a day and more of them will sue-
cumb to small-pox, yellow-fever and
calenturn than will die on the fleld of
battle—far more than will ever see
home agnin. y

There is always more or leas yellow
fever in Havana, but at this time of
vear it Is not considered contagious.
| In the hospital de San Ambrosio, where
I have gone every day for a week to
visit the few wounded men of the
Maine who yet remaln here, there are
at present only five cases of vellow
fever in its wards—much- below the
usual percentage, it I8 sald. As to
'small-pox, there 1s toda¥ hardly a case
of it in the clty; vet, “'for the protec-
tion of the United States,’ so says the
extremely Impolite otdoor in charge of
that branch of Uncle Sam’'s interest—
all persons leaving for that country
must be vaccinated four days in ad-
vance of departure, or exhibit satis-
factory marks of recent vaccination.
Nobody’s word for.it will answer, nor
the certlfiente of any reputable physi-
cian; each must go to the congsulate
and expose him or herself then and
there, or remain in Cuba. If that sort
of thing is insisted on the year around,
proper conveniences should be vbro-
vided for the victims, at least a pri-
vate room to whieh ladies may retire
while taking off their basques, The
office is a large public room on the
ground floor, with windows open to
the street, clerks sitting at desks and
men conetantly coming and going, the
only attempt at privacy belng a little
‘B‘ri'seen behind which one may partially
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Yesterday I went out on the bay in
a' steamn vacht, with a party of Cuban
ladies and gentlemen, to get a near
view of the wreck of the Maine. Such
a melancholy heap of old iron as is our
ones beautiful war vessel, with a sin-
gle gpar standing upright. on which a
ragged- Amerlean flag floats at half
mast. There are yet bodies under-
neath ft, probably fifty or more, and
the swarm of black vultures, the
scavenger-birds of Cuba, which circle
around it and perch upon every avail-
able polnt, offer gruesome suggestions,
A diver was going down as we ap-
proached, after the two officers who
are suppoged to lie near the rtrong
box. and a near-hy boat bore several
eoffine, ready to receive any remalins
that might be brought up, It is incon-
ceivable how the blg. beautiful war
vessel could be redueed in the twink-
ling of an eye to such & plte of rubblsh.
The great catastrophe is still the talk
of the hour in Havana and has great-
1y Inténsified the hitter feeling he-
t{ween the races, Many declare with
certainty that the Cubans did it in
order to force the T, 8 tn make war
upon Spaln and =0 aid the cause of
Cubn Libre: while ‘others assert with
équal ponitiveness that the Spaniards

were responsible for the disas ?
‘_the Bame end In view, btee(:r;.lrsk“h
since they ¢annot overcome the
rebels, they wish to lose the {sland
with less dishonor to Spain, through
being conquered by a stronger foreign
rower. Officers of the Malne say
,that jt was not possible for a bomb to
have been put beneath her large
enough to have any effect ypon the
enormoug mass of steel and Iron, as
her keel iay wthin two feet of the mud
‘at the bottom: of the harbor. On that
dreadfu] night of the explosion, when
the air was filled with the shrieks of
the wounded and groans of the dying
some lunitic on the wharf raised the
ery of "Death to the Americans."
There are cranks everywhere, you
konw, and a nation cannot be' made
responsible for them. But since then
many Spaniards have been heard to
say exultantly that now *“the Yankees'
have mo more gunboats than Spain.
The masses are too Ignorant to com-
prehend the resources of the United
States, and it is an actual fact that tha
majority of Spaniards In Cuba seri-
ously contemplate g0ing over to whip
Uncle Samuel as 800n nB they ean find
timet ¢ th

The absence O e Stars and
from the,grand officlal funerﬁtﬂl‘:::
been remarked In man¥ dquarters. Qne
small, Inconsplcuous Amervican flag was
all that appeared in the whole spec-
tacular affair, but the red and yellow
hanner of Spain—the ugiiest on earth
—figured Ilargely. Burely there were
enough American flags in Havana, in
the consulate and In the houses of
American subjectas resldent here to
have at least covered .the coffing; andg
it it ig true, as some believe, that our
hoys were the vietima of Spanish Hute.
to decorate their corpses with the red
and vellow was Indeed a travesiy.

On the sad evening of the funera,
n party of young Americans went to
dine at a fashlonable restaurant of the
city. Calling for menus. what was
their horror and indignation to read
among other ftem# of the biil of fare
upgllos fritos. ffrled chicken) a 1a
| Maine—infacetous  reference to the
burned and dylng seamen. It is peed-
less to add that the Americans eol-
lected and destroyved all (he menus.
and would have wiped the dirty foor
with the proprietor had he not dis-
ecreetly kept out of the way.

wWashington’s birthday did not pass
altogether unobgerved by our wounded
poy# in the San Ambrosio. though onw
of thelr numher died In the early morn-
ing. Thelr country-women in Cuba
carired them flowers and grapes and
made themn as comfortable and cheer-
ful as possible.

An hour ago the doctor of the Maline
prought me the information that an-
other of the men & dying today—
George Holger of WNew York City.
When I visited him wyesterday he looked
up brightly and talked for n moment
"of his sweetheart and brother, to both
lof whom I have twice written, ana
ingquired whether letters might net be
expected to arrive that day; then his
mind wandered and he begged me to
pick the green out of the foot of hie

bed. 1 pretended to comply and with
a satisfled smlle he lapsed iInto wun-
consciousness,

Townrd evening on the 22nd of Feb-
ruary I drove out to the Cemetario de
Christoval Colon, to lay a few flowers
on the graves of our men in honor of
Washington’s birthday. The place looks
doubly bare and desolate in the midat
nf the splendid monumenis of that
heautiful cemetery—merely a great pile
of freshly-turned gravel, with a few
half-dug pits at one side for the recep-
tion of other bodies that may die In the
hospital or be brought from the “sea.
The negre in charge pointed out the
iexa.ct dimensjons of the eight wide
graves into which the first thirty-two
coflins were placed. - T 3




