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bhe had labored for some time past
There are six branches in the district,
aod most of them are quite strong and
the people are diligent in observing
the requirements of the Gospel. Toere
bas heen much sickness In the district
and it was a notable fact that where
the members cailed in the Elders to
ddminister {to the sick, they were
healed by the power of faitli, but many
of those who hed Do falth io thip ordin-
ance were visited hy death. He warned
the people againat seeking after the
riches of the wourld in preference tu
laying up riches in heaven, and urged
them to be diligent in keeping the
ocommandments of God.

JYilder Haus Madsen, president of
Haurakl district; Elder T, Stanford,
president of Waikato distriot ard Ejder
John M. Hendry, president of the Bay
of Islands diatrict, reported their res-
pective flelds of iabor and testifled to
the work of the Liord an | the restura:
tion of the Gaspel iu tbe futier days,

Mveting was closed with slocing
hymn 134, Prayer by Hirini Wha-
anya,

The afterncon meeting was opened
with singing hymn 180. Prayer hy
Eruvera Taituba,

The eacrament was admianlstered by
Joseph 8. Groesbeck and John H.
Burton.

Elder Q. C. Dunford preseuted the
names of the generai authoriles of the
Church, aud the presiden!l. and Elders
taboring in the Australssian Missi n,all
of which were unanimously sustalned,

Elder Milton Bennion reported the
Whangarei district, In which there
were nine branches, The European
Haints of the district were faithful in
bearing their testimonles and were not
ashamed of the Gespel of Ohrlat, ami}
they observed the law .of tithing,
Public meetings have been held as
often aa houses could "he secured, and
many questions were usuaily askeud,
warned; the people azalnst faliing into
8in and showed the fulfilment of
prophecy in the destructlon of the
cities of Ninlvah, Babylon and
Jerusajem.

President W.T. 8tewart had rejoicey
io listening to the Elders and ail who
bad given instructlon and borne testi-
monies during the conferemce. It is
very ceceseary for all the Balnts to
study thbe scriptures so that they could
testiny unfo tneir own’ people and
spread the truthe of the Gospel. A great
deal of instruction bad been given to
the people, and they bad been warney
against #in and its conseguences: re-
ferred to the desire of mapy of the
Baints to gather to Zion, aud atated
that they would never be quaiified to
gather with the Bainis of God until
they refrajned from adultery and other
svils and were able toabide the laws of
beaven. He thanked the SBiints who
had made such sacrifices to attend con-
ference aud prayed that the Bpirit ot
God might ever be with them.

. Meeting wae closed with elngin
hymn 162, Prayer by President W. T,
Stewart.

A testimony meeting was held in the
eveniog and the spirit of testimony
rested - upon the people., The Saints
spoke freely, several rislng together in
their eagerness to speak of the goodness
of God, the sisters taking a prominent
oart, Qur meoting lasted five hours
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and forty-five Saints occupled the
time. Thus ended a mott enjoyable
conference, and one long to be remem-
bered hy all who had the privilege of
being presest. L

The next annual conference wil] be
beld at Te Haukl. Puesix,

PoRIRUA, Wellington, N.Z.,

April 20th, 1892,

A GIGANTIC SCHENME.

It is not generally known that ome
of the greatest euterprises tending
toward the redemption of arid jande,
ever made io this Territory is now
beine carried out in the Bevier valley,
in Millard county. Buch, however, is
the cage and the indications are.that
the projectors of the scheme will be re-
warded with the success they so con-
fidently anticlpate and upen which
they have already expended a large
t mount of money. ’

The underiaking consiefs of the con-
struction of an enprious reservoir be-
tween the two branches of the Bevier
river about twelve miles oo an air
line below and southwest of Deseret.
Centrally located between the forks
of the river is Hwan Lake,
a shallow aund sometimes anlmost
stagnant body of water fed prineipally
by the Sevier, Surrounding it isa
ciuster of depreesious kagwn ss mud
flate, varying in size from one toa
thousand scres and more, These fare
admirah)¥ suited as

RECEFPTACLES OF WATER

for irrigation purposes and are annual-
ly filled by the Bevier during high
water times. Nioe miles of beavy
dykes are belng thruwa up arpund
them. More than one-half of the
wurk is finished, and if no unforseen
obatacle ariees the dykeg will all be
built within sixty days afld the water
turned io June 15,, Eight eamps of
graders, consisting of three hundred
and fAfty men and two bundred and
twenty-five teams are now empioyed
on thedam apd the building ot canals
will commence in 8 very short time.

The reservoir whea_ complete will
cover an area of nearly 11,000 acres of
ground, or a littie more than twenty
square mlies, It will have an average
depth of twelve feet of water, seven
feet of which can be drawn off to ir-
rigate the thirsty land below. There
wlil be three distributing canals. The
firat wiil tap the reservoir on the north-
east shie wod ruo to the southwest a
distance of twenty-two miles over "a
country with a salope of ahout eight
feot to the mile, Much o! the way it
will be huilt

ON TOP OF THE GROUND,

will be forty teet wlde at the bottom
and five fret deep. The estimate cost
of construction is $2300 per mile. Its
course 18 considerubly above awpd
around the weet side of the old Bevier
lake, From this will be a hranch
canal ten and a balf miles in iength.
Aupotber cayal which is intended to
supply water to the land lyiog adja-
cent Lo 'the banks of the old river
channpel, is cailed the Bevier canal.
It leaves the rese: voir ou the west and
pursues a southwesternly course for

fourteen milee. Midway between
thess two eausle a tbird has been
surveyed and s uvesignated as .the

Island canal. It is ten miles long and
will cover 20,000 acrer of ground,, most
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of which js very fertile, In all there
will be
FIF1Y-51X AND A HALF MILES

of cuwals. In audditlon to these
general distributers there will of course
be a great many ditches dug. It is
claimed that sufficient water can be
stored to irrigate 100,000 acres gof
farming and meadow land.

The Bwan Lake Reservoir ‘company
with a’capital etoék of three fourths of
a million are the projectors of the
enterprise. "'W. H. Rowe, of Z, C. M.
I, I8 preeident; (Geo. A. Lowe, vice-
president; Frank Knox, secretary aprd
treasurer and C. W. Aldiach general
manager. On Friday last an excursion -
party of about forty ladies and geutle-
men, under the direction of Geners]
Manager Aldrach,went south over, the
Unlon Pacific to inspect and enter
some of the land emhraced withln that
Bection of country jJust deecribed,
Among the party was » representative
of the DESERET NEws. Two special
cars (a passenger coach and ao ele.
gant Pullman palace sleeper) were
occupled by Lhe excursionists, al| of

‘whom enjoyed thempelves immensely,

The special cars were sidetracked by
the regular Milford irain on Friday
midoight, one huodred and aixty-
seven milea south of this cily, and at
an early hour Baturday morning the
party was oconveyed In four horse
carriages and wagone fo the
reservolr flve miles west of the raj].
read. A crifpand braclog breeze wag
blowing aoros- the desert, and when
camp was reached everybody was ug
bungry as the traditional Ipuyianp
hunter. A splendid breakfast had
been prepared by the Freoch ¢ ok apy
hig assistants and wak spread upon a six-
ty-foot table in the can vas dining hal).
The rapidity with which it wds cleared
of the many good thiugs with whigh
it was Inden was the cause of ftequent
burste of merriment throughout the re-
mainderof thedny, At10a.m, fresh
leams were secured and a drive gf
twenty-fivemilesin a perpentive course
over tne truckless prairies was com-
meoced. Several members of the party
spent the fost of the day in locating
quarter and halt sections ot land upon
which to file on their return to the city
while others amuped themselves in
hunting for grasses, flowers, cuctus
plants, fiints, pottery, curious shaped
atones, toads, insects, and in fact any-
tbing that could be brought home ss »
souvenir of the trip. Bome miles be.
low the reservoir is Jocated what 1g
know n us

THE OLD BATTLEFIELD,
8 called presumahly for the reazon
that it is believed that aneient Indiay
orother tribes met there in deadly
combat, perbhaps many hundreds of
years ago. Upon this apot c¢am he
found thousands of arrow uod spear
hcads, pieces of etone hammers wnd
fragments of poltery ware by the
wagon load. Only & few miles above
this and along the east side of the re.
servoiris a dark volcanig formation
kuown as Black Rock Ridge. It rises
ahruptly up out of the desert to s
height of probably five hundred feet
and is six miles in length, Here are
other and perhaps more convincing
evidences of aboriginal inhabitancy.
The eliffs which generally present
great irregularities of surface nre here
aud there interspersed with spots
which are comparatively smooth.



