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be bad I1laboredabored for some time past
there are sixiz branches in the district
and most of them are quite strong andthe people are diligent in observingBervingob
the requirements of the gospel there
has been much sickness in the district
and it was a notable fact that where
the members called in the elders to
administerI1 to the sick they were
healed by the power of faith but many
of those who hadbad no faith ioin this ordin-
ance were visited by death he warned
the people against seeking after tire
riches of the world in preference to
laying up riches in heaven and urged
them to be diligent in keeping the
commandments of god

elder14 ider heinshans madsen president of
haurani district elderbider fT stanford

residentpresident ptof waikato district and elder
johnohn M hendry president of the bay
of islands district reported their res-
pective fields of labor anand fled to
the work of the lord an I1 the rerestora-
tion of the espel tuin wetue letterlatter day

meeting was closed with singing
hymn prayer by chirini whaba
affre
theithe afternoon meeting was opened

alth singing hymn prayer bybruers TaiTal
the sacrament was administered bby

joseph 8 groesbeckGroesbeok and john HXburton
elder 0 C dunford presentedpre sento d the

names of the general authoauthor rHesbies 0off thechurch and the presidentprealdent and Eeldersderslabonnain the australasianA u stra iasian N I1 nj nalof which weriwere unanimously sustainedliutai ned
elder milton bennion reported the

Whangarel district in which therewere nine branches the european
saints of the district were faithful in
hearingbearing their testimonies and were not
ashamed of the gospel of christ anti
they observed the law of tithingpublic have been holdheld asae
often asaa holew could be secured andmany questions were usually asked
arneda the people agagnat falling into
minbin and showed the fulfilmentfulfillment of
prophecy in the destruction of the
cities of ninivah babylon andjerusalem

president WT stewart had rejoiced
in listeningliate ning to the elderseldera and all who

instruction mindand borne
costesmootie during the conference it isvery necessaryLeoLec eMaryessary for all the saints to
tudystudy the scriptures soBO that they could

unto their ownaown people and
spreadpread the truths of the gospel A groagreatt

deal of instruction had been given to
the people and they hadbad been warnedagainst sinain and its consequence re-
ferred to the desire of many of the
saintsbatata to gather to zion aud stated
that they would never be qualified to
gather with the saints of goigodgo I untilthey refrained from adultery and other
evils and were able toabide the lawnIs ws of
heaven he thanked the sainto who
had made such aces to attend con-
ference and prayed that the spirit of
god might ever be with them

meeting waswaa closed with singinghymn prayer by president WTstewart
A testimonyteR meeting waswaa held in the

evening and the spirit of testimony
rested upon the people the saintsbainte
mokepoke freely several risingriding togetner inIB
theiraira eagernesseager nees to speak of the goodgoodnessness
of god thehe detersaisters taking a prominent
oartmart our meeting lasted five nounhours

and forty five saints occupied the
time thus ended a mostmoat enjoyable
conference and one long to be remem-
bered by all who had the privilege of
being t

the next annual conference will be
held at tote haual PHENIX

PORIRUA wellington
april 1892

A GIGANTIC SCHEME

it Isie not generally known that one
of the greatest enterprises tending
toward the redemptionou of aridand landdever made in this territory laIs now
beingbeine carried out in the sevierbevier valley
in millard county such however Isia
the case and the indications are thatthe projectors of the scheme will be re-
warded with the success they so80 con-
fidentlyfi anticipate and upon whichthey have already expended a large
timount of money

the undertaking consists of the con-
structionst of an enormous reservoir be-
tween the two branches of the sevierriver about twelve miles on anam air
line below and of deseretcentrally located between the forks
of the river is swan lakea shallow and sometimes almost
stagnant body of water redfed principally
by the sevier surrounding it Is a
cluster of depressions known asan mud
flats varying in size from one to a
thousand acres and more these fareareadmirably suited as

receptaclesBS OF WATER
for irrigation purposes and are annual
ly filled by the sevierbevicr during high
water times nine miles of heavydykes are being thrown up around
them more than oseofte balf of the
work is finished and if no forseenunforeseenun
obstacle arleesarises the all be
built within sixty days aff the water
turned in june 1615 eight camps of
graders consisting of three hundred
and fifty men and two hundred amitwenty five teams are now employed
on the dam and the building otof canals
will commence in a very short time

the reservoir when complete will
cover an area of nearlyheady acres of
ground orof a little more than twenty
square miles it will have an average
depth of twelve feet of water seven
feet of which can be drawn off to ir-rigate the thirsty land below there
will be three distributing canalscanal thefirstbrat will tap the reservoir on the north-
east side and run to the southwest a
distance of twenty two miles over acountry with a slope of about eight
feet to the mile much of the way it
will be built

ON TOP OF THE GROUND
will be forty feeteel wide at the bottom
and five feet deep the estimate cost
of construction tola 2800 per mile its
course Isa above slidabid
around the west sideaide of the old sevierbevier
lake from this will be a branch
canal ten and a half miles in length
another catcai al which is intended to
supply water to the land lying adja-
cent to the banks of the old river
channochannel is called the sevierbevier canalit leaves the resetreservoirvoir on the west andpursues a south course for
fourteen alleealep midway between
these two canals a third has been
surveyed and tois designated atheasaheisland canal it is ten miles long and
will cover acres of ground most

of which Isie very fertile in all there
will be

fFIFTYSIXFIFTY SIX AND A HALF MILES
of canals lain auditionaddition to thesegeneral distributorsdistri buters there will of coursecouraw
be a griatgreat many ditches dug it isigclaimed that sufficient water can be
stored to irrigate acres offarming andana meadow land I1the swan lake reservoir company
with a capital stockk of three fourths ofa million are the projectors of the
enterprise WW H rowe of Z C MI1 laIs president geo A lowe vicepresident frank knox secretary andtreasurer and C W aldrach general
manager on friday last an excursionparty of about forty ladlesladies and gentle
men under the direction of generalmanager south overoverthetheunion pacific to inspect and eentersome of the land embraced within thatfotion of country just describedamong the party was a representative
of the DESERET NEWS two special
carecan a passenger coach and an ele-gant pullman palace sleeper wereoccupied by the excursionists all of
whom enjoyed themselvesthAp selves immenselyIm
the special care awe sidetracked bythe regular milford train on fridaymidnight one hundred and sixtyseven miles south of this city and atan early hour saturday morning theparty was conveyed in four horse
carriages and wagons to the
reservoir five miles west of the rail-
road A crisp and bracing breeze wawasblowing acres the desert and when
camp was reached everybody was as
hungry as the traditional indian
hunter A splendid breakfast had
been prepared by the french c ok andhis assistants and waswae spread upon a six
wfty foot0 01 table in the canvascai vas dining hallthe1 rapidityr1 with which it was clearedof the many good things with wilohit was laden was the cause of frequent
bunts of merriment throughout the re-mainder of the day at 10 ama m freshfreeh
teamsteance were secured and a drive oftwenty fiveova miles ioin a serpentine courcourse
over the trackless prairies was com-
menced several members of the partyspent the most of the day inia locatingquarter and halthalf sections otof land upon
which to file on their return to the citywhile others amused themselves inhunting for grasses flowers cactus
plants flints pottery curious shaped
stones toads Insectr and in fact anything that could be brought home asart a
souvenir of the trip some miles be
low the reservoir is located what tois
known as

wTHE OLD battlefield
so80 called presumably for the reason
that it tois believed that ancient indian
or other tribes met there in deadly
combat perhaps many hundreds of
years ago upon thisth a spot can be
found thousands of arrow and spear
headsbeads pieces of stovestone hammers budnd
fragments of pottery whreware by thewagon load only a few miles above
this and along the east side of the re-
servoir laIs a dark volcanic formation
known as black rockbock ridge it risesriseabruptly up out of the desert to a
height of probably five hundred feet
and is six miles in leinglengthth here are
other and perhaps more convincing
evidences of aboriginal inhabitancy
thothe elffacliffs which generally present
great irregularities of surface are here
ada d there interspersed with spotsspot
which are comparatively smooth


