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OUR CHICAGO LETTER.

‘The cry of the newsboy that an-
other terrible railroad accident has
taken place is becoming so familiar
jately that it occasions little sur-
prise. . But Chicago was started
this morning by the cry, simply be-
cause the railroad aceident hap-
pened within its limits. 8ix persons
are reported killed and wseveral
badly injured. As the details of the
disaster vecome known the wonder
is how there were not hundreds
killed.

Edison Park is a suburban recrea-
tion resort., The Lutheran Orphan
Asylum iz located there. Bunday
last was the anniversary of its open-
ing, and the day was celebrated by
an excursion from the city. BSixty-
seven carloads of people were carried
there by the Illinois Central in four
separate trains. The road to the
Park is used by (wo different roads,
the Chieago, Burlington & Quiney,
and the Illinois Central. All passed
off’ well at the park, butin the even-
ing the aceident occurred on the re-
turn. The excursion frains on the
I1linojs (Yentral were returning home
about 7:25 p.m. The last of these
trains was delayed somewhut on the
way, and an express train of the C.,
B. & Q. ran into i, demolishing and
telescoping four of the rear cars on
the train. These cars were crowded
with people, aud the wonder is how
only so few were killed. Of course,
there is the usual talk about such
things. One man blames the next,
and the general public finally knows
nothing but that so many persons
have been killed or injured, and
that some gection boss or track la-
borer, or decrepid flagman working
for 90 cents a day was to blame.

There is also a report of an acci-
dent on the B. & O. which resulted
in the death of one and the injury
of several ovhers. The wreck at
Shoemakersville, Pa,, isstill fresh in
people’s minds. There, it was a
regular Juggernaut eacrifice. Now,
the gueation is what causes all these
accidents? BSurely, it ean’t all be
owing to defective mabagement or
the inefficiency of employes, nor
cal it be attribufed to wilful eare-
lessness, inasmuch as the railroad
men themsel ves are concerned. Re-
ligious people may say it is n judg-
ment from heaven because of SBab-
bath desecration. There may be
gomething in this, because most of
these sad accidents happen on Sun-
days. But there iz another cause
that should be inguired into, and
that is whisky.
peneral to travel armed with huge
bottles of whisky. Travelers pass
these bottlea to railroad hands and
a drunken trainman i not at all a
novelty on Sunday evenings.

The early hours of SBunday morn-
ing were celebrated by eother acts
than those of chanting monks or
hysterio nuns at Matins. The cele-
bration took place in McGarigle’s
saloon. Mac has an internationsl
reputation. It was he who escaped
frem the bath tub here some time
ago, aud got safely across to Canada,
Mac was one of Chicago’s famous
boodlers, hut never went to Lhe pen-
itentinry. His friends compromised
with the authorities here and Mac
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is now running & fashionable gin-
mill which has special privileges
such as police protection, sheriff’
protection, and permission to keep
open night and day, Sunday and
holiday. This saloon is patronized
by such well-known gentlemen as
bad Jimmy Connorton and Bull
Haggarty, both statesmen and
journalists of local repute. Connor-
ton is & wiiter on thestaff of a paper
called Democeratic Siftings. This
aper employed Connotion to obtain
information about gamblers and
saloon keepers and politicians, and
write them up. Before putlishing
the matter, it was shown to the
party and a price demanded for its
suppression. It appears that the
price of suppression usually cost
$100. The gamblers got tireu of
paying Connorton for his silence.
They hired Bnll Haggerty to
gettle with Jimmy when he
would come around to collect.

Jimmy did come to collect a little
bill at one place where Bnll Hag-
gerfy was awaiting him. Jimmy
received a seientific slugging which
hurt his body and his honor too.
A few days after both met at Mc
(Garigle’s saloon and pulled their
ghouting irons, and fought Hke
Kentucky Colonels. Both are alive
gtill, though the general public
wishes that both may die. It is not
always that such churacters fall by
mutual slaughter, yet these are the
kind of men who are petted and
courted by Senators and Congress-
men. These are the 1nen who make
and remake Mayors aud Governors.
Haggerty is also known as Doctor,
owing to his diguified appearance.
He wears side-whiskers, and pre-
sents 4 much more imposing appear-
ance than Chaucey Depew. He
was employed here a short time ago
by a street railroad corporation as a
“Jury firer”? and right well he did
his work. He saved for his com-
pany a good deal of mouney, The
president of sald corporation is a
well kuewn churchman, but when
the matter of his connection with
Haggerty became known, he had
the sensitivenesa to swoon away in
‘& police court. .

There is not in the United Btates
today a co?oration which has been
more soundly abused by newspapers
than the Standard O Company.
Tne name of this corporation served
as a synonym for political corrup-
tion, commercial creokednest and
business intriguery. Johe D. Rock-
feller, of Cleveland, O., is at the
head of the Standard Qil Company.
He has surprised the newspaper—in
fact, surprised is too mild a word,
and paralyzed would be more ex-
pressive—by his munificence.

The Baptists had a university
here a few years ago. It sickened
and died.- They made an attempt
to re-establish it about a year since,
but Baptists, though willing enough
to contribute for edncntion in Utah,
had no m.ney for Chicage. Then
John D, Rockfeller contributed
$600,000 provided the sect would
rai~e $400,000 more. In order to
gain the gift Baptiat preachers
and newspapers worked hard and
finally succeeded in raising the
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Marshall Field, the shopkeeper
prince, next presented the uriversi-
ty with a site worth $100,000. This
gite is on the Midway Plaisance,
between Jackson and Douglas Parka,
the most fashionable locality of
Chicago.

A few weghs since Juo. D. Rocke-
feller came forward again, and this
time endowed the university with a

full million. With this endowment
some conditivns are attached. 'The
profits from $800,000 are to be

used for education in the libersl
arts; the profits from $100,000 for
theological instruction; and the
profits from $100,000 for the erection
and maintainance of a divinity
school building. John, it is seen,
don’t believe in an exclusively
Baptist training for A mericans.

he Evening Journal of this city,
speaking of the gift, says:

The fact that Mr. Bockfeller's immense
wealth has beeu spcnred mainly through
the gperattons of the wopopnlar Standard
0i1 monopoly, scems to cut no figure in the
cage. [Foris there any good reason why it
sheuld? In accepting the moncy coming
irom questionablé operations in oil, the de-
nommation dees not necessarily pass upon
the mora! guality of the iransactions
throngh which the wealth was acquired.

Of course not. . What do the re-
cipients care if the money were ob-
tained by sandbagging. Money is
money.

Ilonor and shame from no condition risc;
Gel what you zan thers all the honor lics.
The Baptist church of Chicago, now
born a second time, starta out with
$3,000,000 in cash and property. If
wealth ean do it, there is a glorious
future for the Baptist University.
Men of wealth begin to realize that
bonde and stocks are uot the safe-
guards of a nation’s liberty or great-
ness. They begin to believe in the
preacher and schoolmaster. Hither-
to Pinkerton was looked to as the
protector of wealth and property,
but the fact bexins toshow itself
that Pinkerton is but n very small
potato in the protecting line. It is
to be hoped that other millionaires
will follow in the footsteps of Mr,
Rockefeller. ;

The Pullman family of Chicago
possess wealth untold, but no en-
dowments have yet been couferred
on educational instalments. How-
ever, the Pullmane are coming to
the front in a light just as Jaudable,
if not more so, than did Mr. Rocke-
feller. The Rev. Royal H. Pull-
man, brother of the sleeping-car
})Otent:lte, is a candidate for Congress

rom a district in Maryland, He
was asked if he had any scruples
about mixing church and State, and
his reply is terse and lucld. He
BAYB!

“8ome people have axpressed enrprise
tbat I, as u Ohristinan mimster, accepied
the nomination for Congrces. but 1 feel
that the besl American poliiies is religlon:
in harncss, and when I accept the nomtna-
tion I yut barness on my religion 1o the
political ficld I am simply earring oul what,
as a Christian wminister, I bave always
preached. Ido noifeel thatl have stapped
down from lhe pulpit in any possible
aensa, but that 1 have stepped from theory
to practice. 1 believe thai high and patri-
otic and meral sentimenis are necded 10
clevate politice from the degradation Into
which il has fallen threugh selflsh and de-
pigning men who seck personal prefer-
ment rather than their conntry’s good. and
that one of the saddest conditions of our
American life i thal 8o many people. dis-
usted with politics,have refused tv engagoe
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a round million tostarton in cash
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in any henrty and noble way in the govern-
went of their country.'



