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ichi SHEEP HUSBANDRY
oldaldd Llii q Aliollothe iofollowingllowing01

comcommunicationailonatlon on sheep
itinahusbandry

ta
ndry waswas handedbanded to us for publication

rbydbyby bishop hunter president of the deseret
agricultural and manufacturinging kocigocisocietyety to
whom it wasvias addressed mr harker is an
experiencedV

d bhesheshepherdpherd and his observationss
vaandana1

ndlssuggestions
v
u ns are entitled to consideration

byy those anagaengagedb ed in sheep raising0 and woolwooi1
1

growingC inin this territory
the producing0 of wool ininthisthis isolated coun

arytrytrvisalaaaaa matter of much Jinimportance second to
with the manufacturing inter

estnscstsotof the territory aaas withoutyitvithout material the
juricsfabrics necessary for use and which must be
badhadb J cannotannot be produce dhere and will havehayefavetoto
hebe imported at ruinous rates as heretofore

the number 0of sheep iqin this part of the
territory hasbas greatly increased within the
last tewfew years but the increase hasbas not been
as greatusgre atas 1it would havehaig beenie sheep own

ershad taken proper care of flocks
which may not be expected to be done tilltillenetrietile
b better it isalisab pre
entbatt 1 i A 1

WESTIVEST jordnjordaJoRJORDANDw G S L COUNTYY

i arrary 11 1861 S

SIR As you wished me itoto write upon the
principlerinciple and quality of wool I1 gladly em-

bracebi thethem oppopportunityortunity to dodd so andana give my
what is the best for this territory

the cotswoldCotswold is the heaviest and sironstrodstrongestest
wool The merino is the ginfin estand if ttheyhey
werewira mixed together and worked into cloth it
would dpjowelleilell the south down ia the next
ginestfinest 31 the sheep will not cut more
than two thirds as much wool as the cots
wold or the leiLejleicestercester if I1 was to take
eitherzither alonesalone I1 should prefer the leicester
corsforT woolwooi as thee wool is fine and more in
quant ayiyydoorr weight if to croiscross the blood fforor
wool anand mutton I1 should prefer the leibes
ter and the south down

it is a common thinthing in this territory to
make grey clothclothe let me here saybay that tuthe
black sheep have coarser wool as a general
thingthink than the white it draws the heat of the
iunlunbuneun more and it is not so durable the white
wool will more than pay for the coloring I1
must here remark that wool like all other
things wants itsita regular growth if the sheep
begin to fall away for the want of feedfeed or if
they layayinin a wet dirty pen or the cold chill
ingy winds or snows of winter without any

shashadeeha dethethe wool will stop its growth and
when it starts again it leaves a joint in the
wool that Js tender and it will break idirl the
Jjoint rth e greatest have to contend
withinwith in our wool and sheep is the scab that
continues from year to year in our flocks of
sheepcheep without being thoroughly curedcurea of that
drsdiseasefiseiiseweowe have from three to four thousand sheep
in this ward that have 0got the scab more or

I1 have heard a great many difdifferentfrent
opinions about the scab on sheep some sup

fibroidfroserosepose that itif is caused by sheep being fat and
broad on the back which causes tletiothetho dirt to

iI1 gather and the scab to form others suppose it
is19 caused by poverty addarid wet dirty pens the
latterletter may lead 0foo it when the alood is out of
orderadir but the former isis hono proof at all as the
wool keeps growing and carries the scurf up
with let me heregere say thattiethat the scab is a
catching disease and one scabby sheep will
bes meara thousand either fat ones
if lit is permitted tcto run with them without
being dressed and it injures the wool I1 might
say one third in both quantity and quality
wherebe re the sheep are permitted to run withwith the
scab besides the losslosi of old sheep and the
failure of increase

to cure the scab it requires a thorough aaej
pil every sheersheep with such dressy
yngingingaass will cleanse the bloodb as well as thethe
body I1 awill herehero give a receipt to make an
ointment that I1 never knew to failfall to cure
whenhen it was rightly applied viz I1

take one pound of quicksilver one pound of
venice turpinturpentineturpintinetitie four ounces or spirits of
turpentine work them together iniii a mortarmortal or
iro pot with the head of a king bolt of a
wagonva onaa few minutes every hour of the daydaI1
for three days until the quicksilver is
thoroughly subdued then take four pounds
of lard new milk warm add it to the mixture
and keep it until it is cold two
ounces bf61 this ointment to each sheep will
cure the worst scab that exists

the best time to use this ointment is inin
october the first of november or the last of
february the wool wants parting with the
hand and a thorough application made upon
the

1
body

I I1 have lengthened out my upon the
it is the greatest injury we

have in our wool but in short to0 judge a
sheep for wool it wants to be tthickhiltk bebetsett upon

s the body a long staple and shoud feelafeellalmost
as soft3 oft as silkslik
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mremr saithsmith 1 how is it nneighbor1 jones that
your potatoes ireare so large and fine while judtjust
over the fence on similar soil mine areaye as
small as pullets eggs and precious fewfew at
that

i mrmi Jojorlesjonesriesrles I1 manurel this09 fiellfield with
brains i

s

S pshaw all the cincinnati boghog killerskillers
supply brains enough for this

I1
ten

acre neldfield

JIJ I use hinian brain of which there are
aplenty

S donPonnonsensenonsensesense now donatdont
i

make kunoffun of me
because impin unlucky and providenceprovidence haibaihassent

1

sent
you a good crop

J providence helps those that I1helpheip them-
selvesselves I1 used myny own brains on the field

S so did I1 minemine and theythoy are as good as
a blodys

I1 riirilJ ahab theretheres the trouble Yyou0d know it all
I1 dont and I1 get allill the outside

help I1 can ive been collectingC other mens
brains fforor my land for twenty years and you

1 keeieesee one result in this dropcropcrop
S yes I1 seethesee the result bietbut 1I dont under-

stand it
J well when we beganbeban here 20 years ago

I1 thought myself a good farmer but I1 believed
othersathers had good ideas too and I1 made it my
business to get at their thoughts some ifI1 found
iaja agricultural books and papers others I1 plpick-
ed

ick
up at county fairs by asking11 howhov thetho bibigel

thinthingss were raised and often ive got a good
hint from a neighbor

i S ive always been down anthison this book
farming but your crops stagger me they are
real knock down arguments im sickbick of the

i poor show L get for all my work and imam
desperate enough to try anything fforar improve-
ment

J illliifiveblyegiveglye you my experience it may aid
you Aaboutout nineteen years agoo I1 heard that0some men who hadbad been broughtbarougt up on farms
had clacliclubbed togethermetgetherandand one ofot them was

i going to publish a paper which elshould con-
sist maimalmainly of accounts of0 how diffdifferentlerent
farmers cultivated various crops and such
like matters I1 sent for the paper and have
done so every year since androwandana now I1 have nine-
teen

I1

large volumes every page of whichvv I1 have
read a littlelitle ataf a timetine and aiethe whole has not
cost the produce of a single acre why I1 am
astonished when I1 think over the ten thousand
thoughts and hints and suggestions 1 have
thus gathered what a blank would be leftsleft
in my head if these thoughts were taken away

abatS bat does thetha practice ol01 ffarmers on other
kinkinds9 0of soiloil and with a different climate
suit your wants

J why no not exactly perhaps buttgenbutButt henthen
every thought I1 getiet from another starts a new

f thought in inylay own mind and thus I1 am
constantly improving my own skill and prac-
tice you see I1 get all the brabrainsinslinsiI1 can ffromrom

I1I1 other mens heads and compost them well in
I1

inmy own head with a mixture of common sense
and then make the application to inmy3 fields
in that waytray I1 have this crop of
potatoes with plenty of brains the editor
called here last week on his western tour
amonoamongamong farmers aridand seeing my good crops hebe
asked me to write out just howhowl I1 have treated
histhis field for years papaststandand I1 promised to do
it as soon as my crops are gathered he will
print it as he constantly prints all I1

stichsuch
practical matters and perhaps a hundred
thousand persons will read it and though
nobody else may do just us I1 do many will
get a new hint and improve upon it you
may read atif you will

S I1 wouldwoula likeilke to borrow your paper
1 J better take it yourself for then you will
be more likely to read it you will find hun-
dreds of plain talks about various kind of
crops during a single year one hint gaiogaie
five bushels of corn on each acre of a large
field in a single year

9 1I cant afford to take it this year
J you wovia idld think nothing of spending

two cents a week for extra tobacco or a cigar
or candy and a 11 the paper will cost
how little it costs to supply yoursyourAyourselfelf aniand
family with a large amount of information
through any good paper

S what are the polpoipoliticsittes of that paper
JT it touch politics it is devoted

to such subjects as field and garden crops
animals etc and hashag besides a good deal
about work which i wilewige says is
worth momorere than ten times the few pounds of
butter it costs to raypay for the paperpapers then
there Uis also a departdepartmentdepartiement for the young ffolksol01 ka
containcontaininglug many things which please the
children not mere trashy stuff such as is
often printedpainted for them but information ththatat
will have a good influence on them I1 would
sell a dozen bushels of wheat tobaietohav myyoung
people get the good reading enthat paper but
the average price of one bushel will pay for it
a year my john says he can pay for it easy
with the eggs from two or three hens ifaif I1
waswag a mechanic or merchant and had only a

1I1 little garden I1 should take the paper to tell
me hovhow to make use of the little plot and if 11II
had not a foot of land I1 should still want it for
my wife and children

S does the editor know anything about
ffarmingarmin tr

I1 J niefieto e editor who and publishes the
paperh p er1 wasas brought uup on a farm where he
learnedneatoto work ilehe hasas studied all the books
on farminfarminggandand experimented for years in the

I1
laboratory and has besides traveled all over
the country to see what was doingr then he
has several dissociates farmers gardeners

I1

and housekeepers who know what ththeye write
about and among them all they do gatiergattergather up
a wonderful lot of information every year

I1 the language too is so like talking

withw I1th you I1abatiata enjoysbading it then tap
every iiailapaperer bhasas engravings which show ppeone
eexactlyxa bahow hijiianimalsnals ahlabland paplantsanf a ananddhhouse-
hold

ouse
hbI1 d ffurniture look touch better than words
could describe them among theseare plans
of buildings that help one to planpian others aldaidand
also many ververy fine p coures which are worth
more than the colofcost of whole volumee

S I1 suppose those engravings and descrip-
tions are partly to helpheip thathee editor sell imple-
ments or fertilizerse

J not at all the editor keeps nothing ofbf
the sort to selsei so that he maybemay be perfectly
free to praise or concondemndenanderAn anything according
as it may be valuable or worthless toheito his
rreaders you woudwould laugh ta see how behe
comes down on poor inventions patent man-
ures and all kinds of humbugshumburgshumbugs

S Is the paper adapted to our part of the
countrcountry 11i 1i

3 exactlyexactly soils and crops and climates
differ but tha general principles of cultivatecultivationon
are the sama everywhere and here 1311 the
benefit of a paper published for the whole
country every reader gets new ideas by
what is done somewhere else and further I1
find that the paper has letters flornflom every part
of the country and one or more of associate
editors in different sections so that weave get in-
formation from many regions and gurour own too
one thing I1 must mention particularly theirbe
editor is constantly warning his readers
against humbugshumburgshum bugs telling howbow sharpers take
the advantage of people why I1 was just
9going to send a dollar for an articlearticie advertised
in giglowingowl cocolorsiorglorg mwhenhen I1 found it shown up

I1

iasalasaas a hhumbugu by inn this paper buteliut I1 cant stop
I1 to tatalktaikk now I1 have such a lot of potatoes to
harvest U

S I1 wish I1 had 1I must try that ppaperaaper
year and see what there is in it I1 can man-
age to save two cents a week

J nevernever fear if you doat find it payspays illlii buy
your copiescoples at cost formy boys tota keep

S anatat diddilyoufotr baythe paper lais called
J the ivisitis publish-

ededinin new york city the editor thoughI1 one
of our couricountryt r farmers and lividliving in the
country finds Lhe can publish it cheaper there
where printinga and mailing0 facilities are all
convenient

S how shall I1 get it
J simply a dollar 1inn wlaterWa letterietter

giving your name post office and County
plainlyplain iyolyo and direct to the agent in this city
see his advertisement

theth last two lines are ours ed news

croorocropsps without Idmanureanure
41 t

already we areate spending a
vearinyear in foreignforeinn manures says theth e london mewnew
and to have to increase this expenditure will
be a counterpoise to any economy of grass at
home As lotoif to meetmaet this anxiety agricul-
tural art is now showing0 that the greater part
of this outlay for foreign0 manuresmandres is worth-
lessi when the agricultural knowledgknowledge6
which is now enriching the few hasbaa extended
to60 the manmanvilvivrivvit will be a subject of surprise
and vexation that wew should have thrown
away million sot money and years of disputa-
tion with the peruvian and other governments
on foreign manmanuresmartirestires which have been fofonforr the
most part unnecessary

it is to the application of gcgeological00 icalcai and
chemical science that we owe the discovery of
the waste we have been makinmaking As an illus-
tration rtake the case of the lois weedon hus-
bandry now at last exexcitingeiting the attention which
it should have obtained

i
a dozen years ago at

lo10 a weedon caann agriculturist has for seven-
teen yearsjeara raised wheat crops oilon the same
soil crops now aamountingmo to bixsix
to forty bushels per acre without the appli-
cation of any manure at all this gentleman
the revhev S smith understood the composition
of our clay lands the great expanse of wheat
land which we have as yet hardly begunlegun tol
develop it was clear to him that the minmin-
eral elements requisite for wheat production
had never been either developed or husbandedhusbanded
aas they might be by our traditional methods
of tillage and he his proved by a continued
staceesuccessas of seventeen years that hebe fudgedjudged
rightly

it is enough 0 o say here that he has turned
up an increasing depth to the air and by that
methodmethod half ththee soil isis left fafallowleov each yearwar I1

alternately ilehe bows his wheat in
rows with the space of a foot between them
and leaves an intintervalarval of three feet the stub
bles each season being th lows of the next
the unequaled quality of the aravs raw thusthila
grown and the excellenceof the
are undisputed and there cabbe no question I1

astoas to the productiveness when in fact the
moiety acre produces the quantity we
have sastatedtedonon soil which was at first of only
averageaverage quality i1

the economy of manure Is even
ther light soils unsuitable for wheat are

with clay merelmerelyyandand thus raised to
a wheat bearing quality improvementsrits of a
kind alilce this open wide prospects of economy
and fertility at once and houlb raise our
spirit smoreamore than any bad wweather should de
press when we see thathai seventeen
years may be required to beachusteach us how to ubeuse
our own soil for the production of our daily
food we may well question whether our occa

from untoward seasons are
not evils which icemawe may expect to outgrow I1

the I1improvedproved huhusbandry is a sufficient
answer toto the apprehensions expressed by
some boyhoy men who calculate the num-
ber cfof years that the guano and other special
manures will hold out and conclude thatthai then
we must starve I1

barinin I1 ancl gardening operations
144 at TO i i

the time foyfey commencing agricultural and
horticultural operationsoperationa iniq this paripart 0

ooff tletiethe
territory is fast approaching and those
whose occupation it is to till the earth should
iebe mamakingghethe necessary preparations batthat
gene thebe season for preparing0 their fields and

I1 I1ardgaden s3j for planting or sowing shall arrive
they may be in readiness to commence withoutwithout
delay

in thethem southern part of the territory aagriilirI1
culturists
I1

generally plow and BOWsow more
1
oror leislessless

I1

before this season ofof the year and we presume
they haveve been sowing wheat for weeks litliiin
washington county Indand everinevenineveneyen in drapervilleDrap

I1
erville 4

Pprecinctr inthein the southern part of great salt J

lake ccountyanty before the last snow storm the 1it

farmers werewm engaged in plowing their fields
wheat planting potatoes and other

kinds of seeds all of which operations were
afof course suspended by the late storm and the
cold whichA aich ffollowed but will be resumed again
I1inn a few days or as soon as the weather
shall moderate a little

in this and adjoining countiesthere was
much land plowedalastlast fall intended for wheat

I1 I1 I1this season which will bee in condition for
peseedingbeedingeding shortly after the snow shall have dis-
appeared and that at farthest evihavill VPbe 1wi

f
ft
1

1 k
a01 few days land plowed lastiasi fallfali ili
dry enoughtilall tr other lands

I1
will

I1

be in a proper condition fcpror plowingblowinw especially
in gitleslitlesies and those whwho improvedathethe
anfine wweathertilerflier with which they were blestbiest beforeefor e
the spiting

I1
in ofot winter

I1 inin plowing
I1

their fields
g

Villw illlii findfindaa material benefit resulting
I1

notot only anthin thee amount of gragrainindproducedrodticed butbilt
in beinga enabled to get lidmid seedingbeeding done iiun
good season in the cprspringinP an ore theirodgrodgroundYA

becomes Bso dry that it wawill11 need I1
iirrigatinggrigat

it
I1n

I1

L
either before or after the sedseed is13 sown to ccauseu

it to germinate which is oltenoften the casecabe 04or
4bench landslauds when sowedbowed late in the1

season
1 1

11

itit is very probable that inconsequencein consequence U0
14if

0soo many teams being sent to the missouri ilverdiverriverI1
I1

this year totd assist thosethose Wwishing to emigrateemierate
to these valleys who have not the means with
which to procure an outfit there will not be a
sufficiency of teams left in the country to pper-
form

er
arm all the work necessary to be dodonedohene

4 to
I1

carry gutoutput the extensive farming0 operations
resolved upon by agricoagriculturists unless good
care is taken to have it done as soon and as
expeditexpeditiouslybously as possible on the opening0 of
springpring if all things are in readiness for
successful operations as soon as tiiethe waweatherther
will permit farmers cacann doao thethearir work inin
season with less teaiteamnthanthan if they hahaveve ioto
wait for implements after the timetim for eedseed
sowing11 shall arrive

so far as we have seen and heard there
appears tto0 be a determination on the part ol01
those who follow farming0 or gardening11 eitherelther
inin city or county to be readyready to commence their
operations aaas soon as possible and in the
course of a few weeks fields and gardens may
be expected to present a very diffiedifferentrent appear i

aliceaiice from what they do at presentpresentacpre as they
arenoware now covered with snow then they will begbe
undergoing the necessary process to causen
them to produce the necessaries of life

time of harvesting wheat an illinoise
farmer incited by a statement adayan r
tagebofbotof early cutting tried the experiment on
a field of fifty acres last season the bulkbuik of
the crop first cut weighed sixty two and a
half pounds to the measured bushel the part
of the field left until fully ripe before cuttingcu ting
ggaveOVe Wwheatheat weighing11 but fifty eight aduapounds
derperer buibushelhelhei making a diferencedifference of nearly brieoneohe t

indredhundred bushels on the whole field in favor of
early cutting from ten to fourteen days be
fore maturity this is anticianticipatingtaveabing the usual
season a longer time than wwee have ever before
known to be having been well authen-
ticated over and over again in this vicinity i

f exchange
of extremeextrema cold uloa beseedselbieibi some

experiments have been made this year by
professor eli of geneva switzer-
land on the influence of extreme cold upon the
bedaaeda of plants nine varieties of seeds some
of them tropical were selected thythey were
placed in hermetically sealed tubes and sub-
mitted to a cold as severe as science can
produce some remained 16 days in a mixture
ofot snow and salt some were plunged I1intonto a
bath of liquid sulphuric acid made extremely 1
cold by artificial means on the th of april
they were all sownsovin in pots and placed illin thethi
open air theyahey all germinated and those
which had undergone the rigors of frigidityfrigifrigiditydit
produced plants as robust as those whichM aich had
not been submitted to this test

keep hoghogi clean hogs kept all the time
wallowing inn their own filth can neither be
healthy nor make good nutritious pork theilie
stench of the pen permeates the tissues of the
animalani nalnai through the medium of the lunslungs so60
sayssaxa the ohio farmer


