RELIGIOUS,

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held at the
Tanernacle, Salt Lake City, Bunday,
February 7, 1892, commencing at 2
p- m., President Angus M. Cannon
presiding.

The choir sang the hymn begloning:
Lord, Thou haset searched and seen me thro';

" Thine eye cemmands with piercing view.

Prayer was offered by Elder Henry
Dinwoodey -

The choir next sang the anthem:

“Look up and put your trust in God."”

The Priesthood of the Nineteenth
ward officiated in the administration
of the Lord’s SBupper.

ELDER GEORGE €. LAMBERT

was calied to address the congregatlon,
He said that baving been unexpected-
Iy called upon to speak tbat afterncon,
he tiusted that he might be prompted
hy the Spirit of the Lord. Tbe Latter.
day Saints were termed & pecqllar
peopte, and one of the pecuilarities
found smong them was the custom of
ealling upon Elders from the congre-
gation to address the SBaints without
any previous warn_lng. __

He kpew that his religion was true,
but it was one thing to have a tsstl-
mony of this fact and quite another to
be able to lLinpress others with that
truth. ILf he were asked how he he-
came possessed of the knowledge of

the truth of the religion which
he professed, he might not
be able tu muke a very
satisfactory ° explauation to those

who had no falth. While it was quite
eatisfying to him, unless the person to
whom he might attempt to offer the
explanation were posrsessed of thesame
ppirit, he would not be likely to com-
prehend the testimonies that bad been
given to bim through the operation of
the Holy Bpirit. The truth which he
had embraced had been revealed anew
1n this age; it was the same Gospel that
was preached by the Bavior and Hie
apostles, It bad been restored ngain to
the earth after the inhabitants thereof
had been for & long period deprived of
it, they having followed in theirown
way and devised creeds to suit them-
selves, It was said of old by the
Lord through the Prophet Jere-
miah that tbe people had com-
mitted two sins—they bad forsaken
Him, the true and the living God, and
had hewn out tor themselves broken
clsterns which Would bold no water.
That expression might aptly be applied
to the creeds which existed botb now
and when the Gospel was restored to
the eartb. In fact, be helieved the
prophet foresaw and had in his mind
the various religious systems which
existed at the present time when he
used those words. '

Ifthe claims of those who established
thegse different religious systems were
analyzed it would be found that the
authority. which they arrogated to
themselves was not very valid. Cer-
tainly they did not receive it from the
A postles to wbom the commission was
given by the Bavior, not having lived
on ihe earth in their day.

The Lord condescended to make
known His will to the boy Prophet
Joseph Bmitb, who seughbtH im in
earpeet prayer, desiring to know
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which of the oreeds then extant was
the proper one for him to embrace. To
his surprise—for puch a thought had
never entered his mind—he was told
by the heavenly messengers who
vigiled him thut they were ail wrong,
and that he should embrace neither of
them. The various eecte, he was in-
formed, were all teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men, but that if
héproved faithful, the Liord would in
due time reveal unfto him the true
Gosjel, and thruugh bim establish His
Churen and Kingdom upon the earth.
It wae, bowever, very generafly disbe-
lieved, and the idea was even ridi-
culed, that heavenly messengers ever
appeared tu the Prophet Joseph. But
why uot such:an occurrence in this
age as well as 1n the ancient days? I
we believed the Bible we must Leljeve
that such things did bhappenin past

aves; then was it unreason-
able to suppose that they oe-
curred in these latter duy+? The

Liord’shand was not sborteneu that He
could nof eave, neither had His ear
grown heavy thatHe could not hear. It
mig bt be,however, with' thuse whod welt
upon the earth in the ) resent day, as
Isaiali declared of ancient israc!, that
their iniguities had eeparated between
them and their QGod, and their sins had
hidden His face from them. [t might
be due, again, to a lack of faith. If
people did not have faith in the ex-
istence of Qod, it was unreasonable to
belicve that He would answer their
prayers, Joseph Bmith was simple
enoughfto believe that the lord was
capable of hearing and answering
prayer in this age just as in the ages
that had passed and goni-; atid be went
and bowed in faith before Him. The
Father and the Soun appeared unto him
astwo mortal beings an bodily shapeand
spoke to him. The failnre of professing
Christians to have their prayers an-
swered might be attributed to their
lack of intelligent faith in the exist-
ence of the Deity. A person who had
such a faith—as distinguished from a
blind faith—in the existence of the
Deity had some idea of His ¢haracter,

and he thought that was the kisvd of |
the Apostie referred to|

faith which
when he informed us that without
faith it is impossible to pleaze God.

Even now, notwithatanding that so
many years had elapsed since the
Lord revealed himsell to the .Prophet
Joseph, there was a great lack of faith
throughout the world in regard to the
true character of the Deity, and it was
now almost universally held that He
was a Bpirit only, and not poesessed of
bodily powers or parts. But the Lat-
ter-day Baints entertained analtogether
different view from that held by profes-

aingChristians generally. Theybelieved.

the Almighty was ecapable, if He
deigned to do mo, of descending and
holding converse with His Prophets
here below, as, for insta ce, He did
with Abrabam; that He commissioned
certain men to act in His name, and
that He waedispleased with thore who
took it upon themselvea to so net with-
out authority from Him. Tbose who
officiated in the Church of JesusChrist
of Latter-day Saints in the name of the
Lord did so with autbority, and we
expected theLord to acknowledge their
acts; and He did so, In proof of this
they had the testimonjes which were
offered by the members of this Church,
that they kuow the Gospel to be true.

g

In bearing his own solemn testimony
on this head, the ppeaker said that if
tbey couid only possese this knowledge
of the truth, even at the pacrifice of
everything the world held dear—fame,
honor, wealth, and all elee beside—
they should not reg=1d that sacrifice as
being too great, 1t was the blessings
of God 1n thia life and salva-
tivn hereafter that the Lalter-
day Baints were striving for; hence
they were content to bhave the finger
of acorn pointed at them, to be hated
of “the world, to become unpopular
among their fellows if by so living
they could only gain eternal life. In
order to secure and continue to enjoy
this spirit we must follow the path
which the Savior bhad markedout—
deny curseiver, takke up tbe croes, and
follow Him. We musat submlt our
own will and judgment to tbat of the
Almighty, and keep all His command-
ments. Whatever the trials through
which the Lord might require the
Saints to pass in order to sift and test
them, ancP prove their integrity, he
truated that they might bold fast to the
end and secure for themselves that
prize which they bad set out to gain,
even eternal life.

CUUNSELOR C. W. PENROSE

wus the pext spenker. He took great
pleasure, he said, in listening to the
testimonies of his brethren in regzrd to
tbe Gospel of Jesus Christ, beeause
the same testimony which they bore
had been given to hlm, and their
worde found an eché in his heart. The
testimony they hud heard from Elder
Liambert that afternocon was true and
faithful.

1t ought not to be acecounted a
strange thing tL at God should epeak
to His people. Those who were called
Chrigtians, no matter to what denomi-
pation they belonged, professed to
believe in the book called the Bible.
The things contained in that record
were supposed to have come from God
by revelation. In tbe New Testament
we read that holy men of old spake as
they were rooved upon by the Holy
Ghost. We also read in the lst ehap-
ter of the Epistle to the Hebrew::

¢ God who at sundry times and in divers
| mannera spake in times past unto the
fatbers by the Propbets hath in these last
| days spol{en nnto us by His Son,” etc.

Accordlng to the accepted version of
the New Testament, Paul wrote the
epistle from which he had quoted, al-
though he believed modern skeptics
ex pressed gome doubt as to the author.
None, hewever, knew, for certain,who
wrote it, upless it had been made
kuown by revelation; apd people now-
a-dnys did nottake mucb stock in mod-
ern revelation; but all sects and parties
composing what was called Christen-
dom professed to believe in the Old
and New Testaments, and the testi-
mony of both books was that God in
former times and in divers mapners
did speak to the people of the earth by
means of prophets. Such being the
case, why should He not epeak to
tbose living im this age of the
woriu? Could anyone give a good
reason why He should npot? Some of
their Christinn friends said, <0, there
is uo need for it now; we are so en-
lightened, we are o wise; we are liv-
ing in the nineteenth century; we are
not living in the dark ages, but in the
age of (ospel blaze, and we have
learned men who have studled the




