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NO'OLD FOLKS IN THE HOUSE

RY JOSKFPHINE POLLARD,

Thers aro no old folks 1 the house
To sit with us today,

And wilk about the good old times
Whon 1hey were young and gay;

The links that bound ua 1o the past
Have Lroken, one by one,

Tho aged ones have gone to rest,
Their work on earth is done.

The hitle chitd npon ibp flcor
Will interrapt its play,
To agk, in broken, tender tones:
“'Hsm groudma gODO nway »"
And oft goes searchivg through the house,
And calling, here and there,
For*“grandma! grandma " 1o come back
And il the vacant chair.

To guard us from unoumhered ills
The old folks scem Lo stand,

The gutposts that prolect mud warn
The precious household hand ;

And as we see them drop away
Adown life's steep decling,

Thae shaft of aze strike us, ald we
At once ““full into hne.*

Ah! Liest the home where oid folks dwell
In happiness and peace,
Till Death, the Mestenger, arrives
To glve them sweet release;
Ttelr presance, is & gracious hoon,
Mor precious far than gold,
And youth a richer sweetness guins
By couwnct with the old.

The anclent treasures woe may keep,
The anrient styles rostore,
And reproduce in MAanNy Wiy e
The good old days of yore;
Batthrough the songs of joy will run
The undertonre of pain,
Because, alas? we oannot hring
The old folks back agaan.

Be kind and tender to them now,
W bile they require your care,

And lat them (el that in yoor hearte
And homes they have a share;

For soon the parting hour must come,
Aund you will aigh and say,

“Theare are no old folks in the honse
To et with us today.™

DISCOURSE
Delivered by Fider Jumes E, Talmage,
at the Tabernacle, Salt Lake UMy,
Sunday, February 28th, 1892,

REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER,

My brethren, sisters and friends—1
stand before you, as our Elders usually

do, through the mediunx of 's sudden
and an unexpected call, By oue of those
strange transpositions which the
Laiter-day Baints have every opportu-
nity of becoming well acquaioted with
in their assemblies of worship, I find
myeelf taken from a seat among the
asudience and placed here before you.
And this practice, which prevails
amongst us, has, at least, this effect;
ioasmuch as the apeakers bave had no
opportunity of specially preparing
themselves with words to speak and
ideas to express, they are thrown upon
the gole resources that belong to the
Elders, namely, a strict and perfect re-
liance on the puwer of God, apd nn
abiding trust in His promises, that
whosoever will endeaver to speak in
His pame shall be provided with
words to aay,

It is indeed an inepiring sight, to see
these muny thousands of people na-
sembled oi thls occasion for the avow-
td purpose of worshiping God’ And
on this day—the Babbath—tbroughout
ali the lands Inhabited by Christian
people, this custom of assembling in
places properly consecrated for worship
is common. Itis well for us to in-
quire at times into some of these com-
mon procedures of our lives, and ask
ourselves questlons, examining our
selves, an it were, to see if we nre well
acquainted with the purposes and ob-
jecta of these gntherings and of such
doings. What Is It to worship Qod?
Why is It that our Father, the Creator
of heaven and earth, the King of
Klngs, the Lord of Lords, has advised
us to meet together oftennnd to partake
of the Bacrament” in remembrance of
the body and blood of His Son, and to
engage in the various rites and ordi-
nances and ceremonies of worship? He
doubtless har had tbe weltare of Hls
children at heart in requiriog this at
their hands. He kpew well their
spiritual natures. He, the Author of
their belng, understeod.that it ia neces-
sary, in order that they may grow and
properly deveiop, that they shall re-
ceive from time to time spiritusl food;
that their hearte and minds may grow
nod expand; that thelr apiritse may be-
come less worldly and meore QGodlike in
their natures. And He has held out,
af & reward to tempt us, slothful and
Indolent children, as many of us are, to
do that which He requires, that we
may become moere and more like unto
Him, and eventually, by the cleanaing
power of His 8pirit, become fitted to
enter inlo His presence and to dweil

with Him. I do net believe that all
who enter His presence will be' by that
very entrance made entirely like unto
Him. Tcaonot believe that the chil-
dren become straightway . invested
with atl the wisdom and power of the
parent. Neverthelesg, I know, that if
weare to dwell in His presence, we
must, to some extent, learn to love the
things that He loves, and to hate the
things that He hates. And the moare
like unto Him we become, the mure
fitted are we for the salvation and the
exaltation that have heen promised un-
to His faithfu! children.

We have beea told that to know the
Lord our God is indeed eternal life. To
understand His nature, His disposition;
to know Hies rame; to - be introducea
into the purity of ﬁis esoul and being,
and to learn to be at home in His prea-
ence, is indeed to receive the greatest
blersing that He has for His children—
the blessing of eternal life. But while
lo this mortal coodition, while liviog
In a falien state, ax we often say of
rourselves, invested with all the weak-
nesses of mortaljty, with the godly
nature that our Father has endowed
us with to a certain extent hampered
and restrained by the robes of flesh, we
are very apt to fall into error; we are
very prooe to forget our dutles unto
Him; it je very likely that we will
commit sim, and thus, dJispleasing
Him, grieve Hls Bpirit, which is s
Bpirit of purity, and cause that Bpirit
to withdraw from us in part, leaving
us more completely to ourselves and
morve fuliy exposed to the temptations
of the Evil One. ‘

None but the pure in heart can see
God. None but those who have over-
come can enter His presence. None
but those who Liave learned to resiat
temptation, let it come to them In
whatever gulse it may, can ever be
introduced, according tothe greatlaws
of justice, administered as they are in
the mild apirit of meroy, into the pres-
ence of our Heavenly Parents. But,
realizing this nature of His sons and
daughters; knowlng that they are sur-
rounded by the many temptations and
trinls jocident to a mortal life; our
Father has provided certain ways and
means by which we may be forgiven
for these sins, He does not say that
every man who falls ahall be forever
degraded. He has not said that Hia
anger shall be a0 severe and sp irrevo-
cabie that any one who has ever dis-
pleased Him shallin noway beable to
atone or make recompense for the evil

that he has done.



