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LETTER FROM NEW ZEALAND

the following letter has been re-
ceived from brother heber Cutler who
is nowDOW on a mission in new zealandit has been handed to us by his rela-
tives and we gladly reproduce it in
these columns

bay of islands new
zealand november 11 1890 1I again
take the pleasure of penning a few lineslinen
to acquaint you with the various cir-
cumstancescumstances toth t have transpired in my
matesiMINInnaryRrY experience since last I1
wrote

perhaps a short description of my
present susurroundingsbrou nd i ingi wlwillI1 I1 bebeofof I1interestwe are located at a stock ranch about
half way along what is known as theninety mile beach on thothe west coast
of new zealand and about seventy
five miles from the extreme north end
of the island we are in an old turntum
ble down house used by the ranchmenranchmanranch men
whoaho have kindly afforded us shelter
abr the nightdight and close to the oceanat the time of wrwritingbiting my last letter
we were just starting for the lower
end of our district where wew duly ar-
rived we fountfound the stints pursuing
the even tenor of their way we
found a postal card from brother nye
notifying us that president Bingbinghambarn
had arrived in hisbis district and that he
would like to meet us in the next dis-
trict on the of october plan for
a14 trip up north the place of meeting
la about twenty miles from where we
were staying on the morning of the
above date we saddled up and rode
over to the meeting place arriving
thereaboutthere about 4 we were met
by brother hixson who told as that
brothers bingham and nye had been
called away but would return on the
morrow we made ourselves comfort-
able with the natives holding our
evening meeting and engaged in such
other conversation as is usual with the
marriesMaMmories the following day brothers
bingham and nye returned

during that evening after talking
over the affairs of the mission we
made arrangements for the trip northdorthleaving my companion with brothernye brother brighamBrighacn nye and
myself started the following day
october As the journey was
quitevvte a longalong one it was necessaryLecessary to
have good horses so my companions
borrowed two from the natives while
I1 used one that 1I had recently bought
we were well equi i with blankets
rain coats book sacks etc leaving
the little village we took a trail lead-
ing across a somesomewhatwhat rugged country
over hills and through small valleys

about noon we rode past a large
optercrater whose eruption in past ages
mustlaust have beebeenn very great the ground
tor some miles around being covered
with lava in fact the whole country
woundaround seems to be a complete chain of
volcanic mountains

Probeproceeding further we reached a
little valley where a stock sale was go-
ing on the people for miles around
both europeans and mabriesMaoriesorles bring
their cattle horshorses shep etc to this
point oneeonce a month and a great sale by
auction takes place it put me in
mind of our old english market daywe rode down this valley for some
distance passing through a greasygreaby lane
lined with shade trees and shrubbery
for about three miles then we take to
the hills again and in thebe distance

situated upon one of the largejarge eleva-
tions we geeaee the smoke arising from
the chimney of a largolarge frame building
owned by a small tribe of natives As
we propose staying there for the night
we turn our horses in that direction
and in a little over an hour have dis-
mounted and are saying greetings to
the natives who bid us welwelcomecorpe to
their maori home the housebouse is situ-
ated on one of the most fertile spots of
the surrounding country and the
natives for many miles around come
here to plant their crop of potatoes

this gathering is indeed a very
merry one all hands join in the
labor men women and children the
heavy labor such as preparing the
soil falls to the men while the sowing
is donedono by the women and boys and
girls the younger children cut and
carry the seed to those that plant
many hands make light work and the
mirth and jollitycollity that are engaged in
make these plantings one of the most
enjoyable meetings they have the
planting was just over when we ar-
rived at the village and the natives hadbad
returned to their several homes there
awesomeare some twenty or twenty five bernai n-
ing who live at the house where we
were stryingstaying the place formerly oc-
cupied by them was a regular rush hut
hutbut owing to their chietchief having died
therein some few months agoage it was
burned a custom always adhered to by
this people who will no longer reside
in a househeuse where one f their number
has passed away this lumber house
has been recently built and tois about 2625
feet by 40 the people havebave no furni-
ture a few mats upon which to sit or
lie down being all they need in one
sileside of the house is a large chimney
about 8 feet by 10 built after the pat-
tern of those used by the europeans of
this country this is18 not only used as
a place to dode the cooking but reserved
for the chief as it tois considered to be
the most desirable location for his bed
during the cold weather these chim-
neys have a little door on one side
which serves as a means of ventilation
and also as a convenient exit to the
rear part of the house it makes no
difference to our reception whether the
saints are at home or not as the out
st ers here treat us just as kindly

abolia an hour after our arrival we
were called to supper and all situsit uponpon
the matsmate spread on the ground floor
the natives gathered around two large
pans filled with potatoes and eels As
opual we were provided with a pan to
ourselves feeling rather hungry af-
ter our ride we dived into thediththe dish
and ateaito our frugal meal with as much
relish as though we had been born
and reared laorismaoris in fact our success
as morl missionaries depends some-
what upon our ability to eat the food
provided so the natives say as they
declare that unless a person is strong
for food hebe will not be strong to ac-
quire their language if this were
the case I1 am sure I1I1 haveeaten enough
already toco acquire half a dozen laninn

after supper we had prayer
and then a conversation took place on
religion between the natives and
brother nye bedtimebed time having ar
rivorivedd we made preparations to retire
all down one side of the house are
spread mats upon rushes and the na-
tives showed us a spotsot about the centre
of the room where a few extra rushes
have been thrown to render it a little

softer here we made our bed while
the natives slept close by on
either side all being readybeatly the
next feat is to get into beibed
but having become accustomed to the
business we slide in without caus-
ing any unusual commotion the
novelty of the situation did not pre-
vent us from going to sleep

we arose next morning at 6
and after a welcome wastiwash in one of the
coocool streams with which this country
abounds we spent an hour or so in
reading then had prayer a breakfast
of potatoes and bidad following soonboon
after this our homes were brought from
the paddock field where they have
been grazing grass alone comprises
the only food of maori horses grain
being sitan expensive luxury in fact
maori horses would not eat grain it
they hajhad the chance their appetites
never having been cultivated in
that direction

our road that morning led us over a
more level country occupied lyby about
a dozen european families who have
erected a neat little church and school
house A noteworthy feature and one
for which the people of this country
deserve considerconsiderableabie praise is this that
wherever there are children to the
number of twenty a school is
habe i by the government and a suit-
able teacher provided
at noon we stopped by a small brook

and let our horses feed while we par-
took of a lunch of crackers and dates
bought at an inn by the roadside

during the afternoon we traveled
some eighteen miles further and ar-
rived at a maori village situated on the
banks of a tidal river over which we
had to cross before reaching the hou-
ses

hou-
am this river is one of the of
our lives as it nearly always happens
that we arrive at this point lehenwhen the
tide is full and we have either to
swim our horseshomes or wait till the tide
goes out which not infrequently keeps
us till after dark making the trip a
most disagreeable one especially in
rutwinterinter when we are compelled to stay
out in the rain the tide was low on
this oc assioncassion and we crossed over
without any difficulty we then went
to a house where lives oneffone of our saints
a woman her husband being a mis-
sionarysio nary and he was not very well dis-
posed towards us we applied to him
for permission to remain and after a
little talk we obtained hishie consent the
woman did all she could to make us
comfortable during the evening we
held prayer indad hadbad some little con-
versation with the husband who list-
ened with ioindifferencedifference to what we
said but brother bingham bore a
strong testimony to him of the truth of
the gospel we had supper of potatoes
and beerbeef and then retired having a

eatcat tail bed to lie upon
after the usual exercises next morn-

ing we started by 8 calling on
the balance of the natives to say greet-
ings as we passed through the village
Wwee rode over a rough country dur-
ing the day and arrived at a
canyon about 3 oP through
which we passed orarsingming on our
way a river some twenty one times
we also rode some distance through a
dense forest the tre s and brush being
so thick that it was almost impossible
to follow the trail As we emerged
from the forest we came into a valley
where a branch of saints arean located


