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I1 have been very much interested in
the remarks which have been made this
morning and this afternoon and have
been greatly pleased to hear such good
reports concernconcerning the stake and the
wards whichconcerninghaveintbeeneen represented it
is very gratifying to hear of the condi-
tion of the saints and of their desposdidisposi-
tion to perform their duties as members
of the church we have had instruc-
tion given to us concerning seeking the
spirit of the lord and having it to be
with us it is a cause of constant sur
prise to those who pay attention to the
subject that the latter day saints are so
united it has been one of the great
objections urged against us at times and
has caused people to fear us they
have looked upon the union of tbthe
people and their willingness to be gov

4 arned as almost a menace to the rest of04 world and havethe thought therehere was
something very wrong in the influence
that has been exercised and in the
people being willing to be governed by

abe counsel of the leading men because
this is so contrary to the usual practice

t in the world it is very uncommon to
find a large body of people so united
and soeo willing to listen to the counsels
and advice of their leading men and as

11j have said it is looked uvonupon by many as
dangerous and many evils

itea e supposed to result from such a com-
bination they forget or at least if
they do notdot forgetsas1 theyy do not under-
stand that itif the people had evil designs
any it the leading men were actuated
kbybilmi improper motives that union wouldwouldimpossiblebe possible the union of the lat
aproay saints is only possible through
dome right we would not be united
if we had wrong objects in view or were

ted by wrong motives but the0world doo not belive that I1
ever that the only cause otof the union of
this people is the disposition to do right
and to keep the commandments ofofedgd
and it the leading men of this church
widhad wrong objects in view and sought
to accomplish them their influence with
the people would cease so that really
the union of the latter day saints is not

it is not to be feared we can
dodonono harm to mankind by this union
we are not bound together by improper
ties nor combined for any evil purpose
A people scattered as widely as the la
tetter day saints are and occupying such
aaian extent of country could not be held
together by evil bonds it would be an

imimpossibilityability torfor a few men living say
in salt lake city to control two or
three hundred thousand people and
keep them united by the means that men
ordinarily use for that pupurpose theref-
ore as I1 say it men understoodtoo d the na-
ture of the tie that binds the latter day
saints together they would see that the
union of the people isis only possible un-
der one condition and that is upon the
principle of righteousness no man can
have influence among this people to any
extent who is a wicked man or who has
wicked ends in view of course we are
all fallible we are human beings sub-
ject to all the frailties otof humanity but
there must be a disposition among the
leading men to keep the commandments
of god and to teach righteous principles
or they could not succeed in holding this
people together

it is of the utmost importance that we
should be united if we are not united
we are not the lords the lord has
commanded us to be united and he
has placed the means of union within
our reach every unit of h this
whole body lisis composed has access to
the means of union and when every
unit avails itself of the opportunities
which god has placed within reach
then we lormform a compact whole and we
assimilate likeake so many drops of water
and become one it is the power of
god that does this not the power of
man man cannot do it we see manmansmanisIs
incapability to do this exhibited in all
ororganizationsgan ilations of which he is the author
ththereere is no power otof human origin that
can bind men to men for any length of
time there are occasions when some
great exigency or peril arises when
people will c ing together when na-
tions are attacked and when all their
liberties and perhaps their lives are at
stake they will then move forward ani-
matedmatt d by onecommon impulse and they
will c ing together with wonderfulwonderlul tena-
city there are numerous instances of
this kind in history havebave seen it in
our own day but apart from these
great crises in the history of individuals
and nations there is no power among
men that will unite and hold men to-
gether they will differ in a little while
they will separate we see this in the
religious world As soon as men at-
tempted to reform religion as soon as
they dissenteddisse anted from the mother church
and began to establish reformed re-
ligionsli they began to differ and they
went on differing and separating until
now the whole of christendom is filled
with churches among which there isis no
aalon notwithstanding they call them-
selves the churches of christ they
have not the secret of union with them

now the difference between this
church and other churcheschurchei is this when
bepmepmen receive this gospel wherever they

1

MEmayy bbe however widely separated they
may1 beb asa soon as they are confirmed
mmembersembers of the church they receive a
spirit that fills them with that union and
when they are brought together from the
ends otof the earth they feel alike and are
drawn together true they have their
failings and their weaknesses but they
popossesssess a spirit of union that no human
being is able tojto imparti unto his fellows
it comes from god it is the power that
reignsre gus inin heaven it is the power that
makes heaven the glorious place that it
is described to be by all who have any
conception of it in contradistinction to
to hell the place of misery and torment

god has restored this secret through
the power that he has bestowed it is
possibee through that power to effect
these grand results it is outside of
mans power it requires the power of
god and this power of god has been
manifested among the latter day saints
which is an evidence that it is gods
work itif we were not united we would
not be the people of god it is the true
silzsign by which the people of god may be
fofoundd I1 do not care what we may ciaioclaim
or what our pretensions may be we are
not the people of god when we are not
united union is one of the fruits of the
Sspirit the savior in that memorable
prayer of his prayed to the father that
Hhisis disciples might be one as he and
the father were one imagine the one-
ness that prevails between god the
father and god the son they are one
and indivisible so far as union is con-
cerned we cannot conceive of the
least difference existing between the
father and the son Is it possible
for men to attain to that unionunion if 4atk is
not then jesus prayed in vain and his
tdrayerprayer was a waste of words butbut jesus
did not waste words in that way and jieje
prayed that they might be one as he
and the father were one from this we
can imagine how close we ought to be
together and how necessary it is that we

be united we can perceive too
that it ii not a sin nor a menace to any
human being or community or nation
for us to be one because if we are one
as the father and the son are one we
coucon d not be guilty of wrongdoingwrong doing and
remain one we woudaou d inevitably divide
and separate

when a household is united the hus-
band and wife and the chi drandren ad one
then that family has a fore
taste of heaven those who live in that
condition app near to the throne of
god enlarge that circle and extend
that union from one family to anoanother
until it embraces the community
and so far as they are concerned it mayy
be sfaidaidf that the kingdomskingdom of god isa
come and god is there because god is
love and love begets this union edfarso far
as we do not live in this condition sosolar


