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raisingitaiiaising geese

A correspondent af the gennesee Yafarmerriner on
the subject of raising geese bayst

crofcrotof all the domestic birds none are so
profitable as geese where there are facilities
for keeping them for there are none that can
do soBO mucmuch for themselves when alive and
none that come to so little waste when dead
unlike the fowl all parts of the goose arare
equally good besides which every feather
lais of value greater than that of every other
of ourpur domestic birds every housewife
knows how to appreciate beds made of their i

feathers and in these days of steel pens the
gose still possesses quills when young
thin goose isis a popular dish on the table and
anost esteemed by the epicure how is I1it1
then that the goose is not more popular witwith
the farmers itit can only be accounted for by
the fact for fact it is that it is not in
every ones power to keep them

the chief requisites for keeping geese are
a pond of water and a pasture for grazing
the latter is essential as the bird is aramini
verous as well as graniverous an occasional
cabbage leaf will form an acceptable variety
of food and during the winter any spare ve
pege tables will help to supply the deficiency of
the pasture itif fed high some varieties of
geese will often layjay in autumn but the ad-
vantage of a brodbrood of goslings in november
laIs questionable

in allowing geese to range at large it is
requisite to be aware that they are very de

to allalia gartlkarilgabaenerleci andlana tarmfarra cropscroya as well
as to young trees and must therefore bebc
carefully excluded from orchards and culti-
vated fields it is usual to prevent them get-
ting through the gaps or holes in fences by
hanbanbanging9 inginz a stick or yoke across their breasts

toey are accused by some of poisoning the
grass and of rendering the spots where they
reedfeedreed offensive to ether grazinga stock but the
secret of this is very ample A horse bites
closer than an ox0 a nearer to the
ground than ahorse but after the sharpest
shearing by sheep the goose will polish up
the turf and grow fat upon the remnants of
others consequently where ge aee are kept
in great numbers upon a small area little will
lebe leftliftli ft to maintain any other grass eating
creature but if the commons are not shortshort
it will not be found that other grazi g ani-
malsmais will object to feeding either together
with or immediately after a flock of geese

it has already been saidbaid hatthat geese are
much given to grazing but we have not baldbaid
that they improve the pasture this how
eyeeve is the case although there is an old pro-
verb to the effect that nothing will eatcat after a
goose whereas the auxiliary verb should be
can and not will the fact is the goose will
thrive on a pasture so short that a goat
would starve on it and the consequence is a
short sweet herbage

althoualthoughb water isis the natural element of
ileese yet it is a curious fact that they feed
much fastertaster in situationssi lations remote from rivers I1

or ponds they should not be allowalloweded to run i

at large when they are fattening asab they do
not acquire flesh nearly so fast when allowed I1

1

to take much it is stated that f

rieseraesekeesegeese can be raised inin a proper situation at
a profit farfac greatergrealer than almost any omerother
stock but to do this more attention Is re-
quired than is usually bestowbestoweddonon their keep-
ing and management like other fowlsfowl they
mayiray be boughtbought liby proper management to a
great degree of0 fatnessatness but the period at
which they are the fattest must be chosen to
kill them otherwise they villwili rapidly become
idanlean again and many of them would die

geese maybemay be fattened at two different pe-
riods of their lives in their youngoung state
when they are termed green geese and
when they have attained their tull growth
the methods at each period are very nearly
triethe same A goose diet for the first two
weeks is formed of oats and water mixed in
a troubroutroughb after this the ffood isis gradually i

changed tota barley meal mixed with water of
thethe same crumbling consistence that has been
recommendedierecommendedcommended fortor the goslingegoslingoshgd the water be-
ing given separately in small quantities
s-eamed potatoes mashed up with four quarts
otoe buckwheat or oatsoata grougrongroundtid to the bushel
and given warm is an excellent diet and willwilt
ander geese cooped in a dark place fat
enough in three weeks

in selecting a situation for a goose homelbomel
all damp must be avoided for geese how-
ever much they may like to swim in water
are fond at all times of a clean dry place to
sleepneep in it is not good to keep geese with
other poultry for when confineconfineddinm the poul-
try yard they become very quarrelsome and
harrasbarras and injure the other fowl therefore
it ish best to erect low sheds with nests paitpartparti-
tioned orfoft of suitable size to accommodate
them and there should never be more than
e glit under one roof the larger ones gene-
rally beat the a dallernailer in which case they
should of course be separated one from the
o- heroher by partitions extendingt out some dis-
tance from the nestsnesty the nests for hach
ing should beb made cf fine straw of a circu-
lar shape and so arranged that the eseeggss can
no fall out when the goose turns them froinfromerom
fifteen to seventeen eggs will be as many as a
large goose can corcoyvealveni nt y cover

jn tuethe yentvent of any one being induced bbyT

ourui account to keep geese let usua recommend
hompothim not to begin with young birds they are
netnot to be depended upon for breeding till the
third year and do notlot attain their perfection
for a year or two subsequently to that age
when once in their prime they never retro-
gradegradessgradesoBO that barring accidents a person
possessed of a gander and three or four geese

no way related to each other and in their
primerime of life may consider himself set up intieliethe auanserineserine for lifelite

cultivation of the castor bean

the castor bean icinoicinu commonisCommunis or
jonass gourd is beautiful as an ornamental
Pplantant and for tthisthibililil purpose it maxmao well have a
FIplaceace in every glangarden the quick growing
largerge treeliketree like stems with monster leaves even
in northern climates confirm what isia believed
by commentators on the bible that the plant
which sheltered jonah called a gourd was no
other than our castor bean plant for garden
ornament it is only necessary to plant a few
of the beans in hills orcr in a drill thinning out
to 18 or 20 inches apart the stalks grow
from 5 to 10 feet high or more on rich soil
both stems and leaves are of a dark purplish
color within a few weeks past severalbeveral sub

of the have personallypers orally
assured us from their own experience that
wherever the castor bean is planted in a gar-
den the moles will surely take their departure
it hardly seems credible but may bbe so e s

if moles are as nauseated aas
children with the slightest odor of anything
like castor oil in form and appearance the
fruit resembles common small colored beans
the oil pressed from these is the common me-
dicinal castor oil of the druggists which is
sold in large quantities we have seen thou-
sands of0 bushels cff the beansbeana in bags encn
steamboats on the ohio and mississippisip rivers
which were taken in at towns on the fanksbanks otofnseamse ieversrevers along southern indiana and illi
nois and some we ti mis-
souri and northern kentucky they willwin
grow well anywhere southbouth of 40 and pbobaoba
bly further north anere is just row a new
interest awakened in the cultivation of0 this
crop in the states aboeabote mentioned A subbubsub

1 scriber residing in saline county illinoiillinoisIlli noinol who
I1 has grown several crops successfulsuccessfullyiv fur-
nishes the followingfol lowin directions which are
very full
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the yield is 12 to 20 bushels per acre
prepare the ground just as for indianfridian corn
but without much manure or the plants will
run too much to stalks Asaa soon as the ground
is warm and the weather settled saybay about
the first of mayalay have the surface well pre-
pared with plow and harrow and mark it off
into rows four feet apart then cross mark
it at the same distance but leave between
each set of four rows a spacearace wide enough to
drive through a sled wagon or cart the
cross rows run in a direction to admitadroit of the
ready entrance to the spaces left forthefor the team
plant in hills at the crossing of the rows the
same as corn As soon as the plants are up
drawraw a little earth around them to keep down
grasgrass and weeds and as a protection against
the cut orni taking care not to break the
tender stems when wellwelielieil started thin out
to two stalks in a hill cultivate the same as
corn

they will commence to ripen the first of
august place upon a sledbled or on wheels a
tight boxhox holding eight or ten busbushesbes with
two men and a boy to drive the horsehorbe go
throughh the wide lowsrowa OTor spacesspates each manmoan

taking two0 rows on eitherelther side and cutting I1

off allaliA the bunches that are beginningbe inn iang to
cack when the boxlox is full taketak e it tot0 hethe
yard or bean house A yard wllwil do in fair
weather as the sun will soon pop out the
beans if in an open yard smooth off the
ground and set up crotched stakes about fourtour
feet high and twelve feet apart laying on
poles or rails and spreading the beans over
them as soonpoon as cut and hauled in boards
should be set around to keep the beans from
yingflying off as they fly out when thus shelled
by the sun rake off the stems and sweep up
and bag the beans like wheat they should not
be allowed to get wet and it is much better to
have a bean housebouse and use fire heatbeat instead of
the sun fforor curing them this may be baysay 1610
ffeete et speare ard be covered with boards so
closelylosely as to retain the warm air put inthisin this
a furnace placing it so that the beans can
not fall on it as from ththeire ir oily character
they readily take fire ard bburnurn briskly place
joistsfoists about seven feet high and overoer these
lay sats twotito inches wide halfhaid an inch apart
spread on the beans as gathered and start the
fire andani keep it uptup uuntil they crack out and
fall through the slats

the gathering from the field can be repeat-
ed at intervals of a week or less as the
bunches will continue to ripen until frost I1
think the castor bean crop improves old land
instead of impoverishing it the stalks left
in the field are tender aldand can be broken up
readily to plow under by dragging a heavy
brush over the field when dry in the sispringrin

L agriculturist

wool growing in california

the stock raisers of california notwith-
standing the lowlawI1 sw price of wool in that state
have given much attention to the raising of
sheepbheehe ep as moiS profitable than other kinds orof
stostockk in locations whereire there is plenty of

I1 range suitable faryp ragel as is the case inin
most of tilitile counti Bs in the southernbouthern and cen

fral portionsatme otof the state the following in14

relation to the subject is taken frfromOM a recent
number of the stockton independent

I1

the los angeles news otof april says
the wool clip of that county wllwil probably
amount to pounds for the present
season all of this mill have to be shippedchipped
off to the san francisco market for want of0
home manufactoriesmanu factories which the news calls
upon enterprising capitalists to erect thetae
wool of los angeles county has vastly im-
proved within a few years formerly it was
all from the small scrub sheep of the new
mexico breed but now none but the finest
imported breeds areherareberare herdedded there the wool
clip of that county will perhaps be worth

this year in this connection we
may add that the mountain counties of cala
veraverasa el dorado and Tuolumie are also be-
ginning to show that sheep can be profitably
raised for their wool alone in those regions
we know cf one herdsman in talaverascalaverasCalaveras who
though but two years in the business and
having begun on a small stock will this year
market from to pounds of wool
at from eighteen to twenty cents per pound
his pasturea iturelure was freetree and as the increase of
his aknockss more than pays the interest of the
capital invested with labor ard incidental
expenses included of course his wool crop is
all clear gain there is room enough in the
mountains of calaverastalaverasCalaveras alone for half a mil-
lion of sheep and their grazing will not cost
a dollar

buckwheat a bad crop for the soil

A correspondent of the country gentleman
thinks buckabuckwheatheatbeat a bad crop for the soil and
bayssays

seseveralaeral years ago I1 turned in a light crop
of0 grass the last of june and bowed the swardaward
to buckwheat and had a heavy crop the
a A waryearear the samecame field veilvellveil and
planted to corn it came upvip feebly looked
pale and bicklbickisickly17 for all the first part of the
summer but lemed to recover in a measure
towards the latter part but did not mature
before the first hard frosts ssii as to make a
fair crop of soundbound corn a fair growth of fod-
der with an undue proportion ofoe softt corn
not thinking that tthee previous crop had much
to do with the faifalfairnielilieitile of the one
and liking a crop of fory bushels per acre of
buckwheat which is good swine feed I1 re-
peated the same process within a year or two
afterwards and with the same reresultshultshuits I1
then made up my mind that buckwheat is not
only an exhausting crop but that it leaves the
soil unfit for a good crop after it u tilali it can
recover from the deleterious effects of the
buckwheat it seemed to create an acidity
in the soil for I1 noticed before plowing the
next spring that sorrel started up plentifully
I1 abandoned the growth of buckwheat from
that time and have never found any other
crop that left the soil unfit for a good crop of
corn with proper preparation and culture
in my case I1 lost mote on ray corn crops than
the whole value of the buckwheat A crop
that will create a cold acidity in the soil so
as to sensibly affect the one followingfollowingswingo
is unfit to be grownkrown upon a goodrood soilsoll buck-
wheat will thrive fairly onen rather sandysanay and
gravelly boils iti the season is not too dry
if I1 had such land and was desirous of culti-
vating this crop I1 would pw it upon this kind
of soil once in two years letting it test the
alteratteralternateattenuatedatedaue yyeeararbutarnutut never upon good soilboil de-
signed for corn the following year no crop
that can exhaust more than the value of a
crop can be a paying one in the long run on
good productive lands

plant flowers

it is pleapieapleasantganttant these fresh balmy mornings
to see lAdiiddlesesinin their gardens planting flowers
cpr ng opens joyfully and nature calls for the
cultivation of the beamut fulfeil flowers fra-
grant and delicate vorn alikeaike the mansion
of the wealthy and the cottage of the lowly
and how strikingly emblematic of human
life are the flowers of the garden and the fieldifield
one 1is luwlow and modest and simple another

1is delicate in tint and rich in fragrance an-
other isia glowingglowing in colors but wholly seenscent
less one is hardy and enduring under almost
any change of the seasons another delicatedel icae
and sensitive and shrinks from the beat and
withers at the touch yet all spring up and
bloom and fade and die soinebome in one stage of
existence and some in another in the lan-
guage

an
of that great man silas so

with human life the shades and casts of char-
acter are as various as the tints and fragrance
of the flowers and all bloom and fade and die

some in infancy some inn the budding sea-
son of youth somebome in mature life and some by
the frosts of age but all all die and as with
flowers the autumn and winter of years
close the scenes with one generation to make
room for another and another and another 2

placervilleerville democrat

GONE TO shiSAtSMASHasliasil at an examination of a
boy years of age for admission to one of
the public schoolsschoechooisola the teacher after a satis

result in reading and spelling asked
what do you know about the united

i states 2 Fthe youngsterengsteryo replied
dont know nothing nnobody does aalpsilslys

gonegond tota smash
ilehe was admitted

thedhe islandislina of ceylon

ceylon hishas nearly the area of scotlanddandind
in number almost one haitbalt of our population
yet its records say that four or five centuries

ewhen our ancestors were bent down by
strugglesfor national independence ceylon
had a million and a halt of villages the
statement resembles a fanciful exaggeration
ulltill we learn that it might bear a million and
a half of farms and that each farin townly
would be reckoned a vilviilagoiago in the language
of the chronicles even with that informa-
tion as manymarly of the villages might con-
tain a consiconsiderabledemablederablerabie population the num-
ber tries the disposition of the reader to credit
these old chronicles till he farther learns that
this small island may have contained people
whose commerce extended from the extreme
east otof china to the great sea and even to the
casern ports of the atlantic and its cities
ri babylon or nineveh of old in their
magnitude and wealth and stretched farther
along the banks of artificial lakes than the
london of the present time

the lines of streets are still traceable
through the jungle but the profuse vegetation
of their sites and the nature of their material
have left few traces of the private dwellings
of their citizens yet the ruins of their public
monument sB their palaces and temples indi-
cate a degree of wealth and skill and patient
industry not surpassed in assyria or egypt
the labor bestowed on some of these public
works appears almost incredible especially
when we remember that had no
nile spreading over its lands and bestowingilg
on them the ceaseless fertility cf the landand of
the large and numerous tanks
formed at great expense and preserved by
equal care were the substitutes for the assy-
rian rivers and the Egyptegyptienionlon nile in arriga
tionllon and the sustenance of this great popula-
tion depended on their security their graven
mages equal those of nineveh or thebes

in beauty and size their temples were more
extensive andanil magnificent and their palaces
were more splendid than any other remainsremaina
excavateda t ed fromrom the ruins of thehe past yet
thetheyy hhavevae only been discovered they havehave
nonot bebeen excavated they were unknown
till within a comparatively few years to
europeans who stumbled upon them and as
if by accident threw aside the fallen cities
titillI1 the time arrived when they would be ap-
preciatedprecia ted and would assist in tracing the
secrets of a dark andald melancholy adletaleaa I1

history that must have been not less dismal
in its details not less terrible in its aggre-
gate than any judgment recorded in ancient
ages on the sinful folowersfollowers of a perverted
fafalthfaithiab for these great centers of a population
the densest for centuries since on the earth
must have been depopulated and ruined by thewe
conversion of the water works at once their
pride and the means of their support into
their destructdestructionon when they spread over theintheir
lands and raised miasma from every field
till death was borne on every breeze and th e r

pestilence poisoned the atmosphere and thethetho f

soil threwthrow its screen of flowers over their
tombs edinburgh witness

female heroism

thetre record of the exploits of those ladicsladieslabics
wwhoho rising above thehe timidity attributed to
thebe sex bavelave impelled by religious or patrio
ticic motives emulated the deeds of the moatmeat
renowned warriors and soldiers in the field
would be indeed a brilliant one we shouid
behold the wives and maidens of the anicent
helvetia the worthy ancestors of the modern
swiss rolling back the veteran mailmall cladclid
warriors of romehome in disastrous defeat 1 we
should see he matronsmatrona of britain hurlingliuiluring de-
fiance at cassava legionarieslegionaries and towering
above the tide of battle boadicea the war
queen of coming down to la ertem s
thetoe maid of 0oilcansleansieans would civit our attention

that wondrous peasant girl of Domremi
who led the chivalry of france to battle who
commanded armies attacked fortressforfortressestresseep

I1
s

hurled back the tide of invasion and perished
at last not fairly overcomesovercome but the bibf
disgraceful trea

joan of arc seems to have transmitted her
heroic spirit to many of her country women
in the campaign of on the and
meusemouse Duourier had for his aldaid de camcampscampas
two of the loveliest young ladies of france
of dazzling beauty their figures showed to
advantage in their fine cavalry uniforms and
they inspired as much respect and enthusiasm
by their borvalor as they won admiration by
their charns they rode into the ilgilehottestbottestidest
of the battle carrying the orders of the gene-
ral cheering on the hargebarge and chiding the
retreat an eyewitnesseye witness of their
tells us bowhow he saw these girls by theirthein 7ree
mons trances more than once check the flight
of the panic strickenstricker troops Ifwhither are
you goingW soldiers they cried in their slen-
der voices the enemy iti not in that diredirec-
tion

c
follow us and bavinwaving thirth ir gleam-

ing Tswords they would leddjeddieajea d in the path apiofi
danger and glory in almost every strick en
field of modern kilnestimes where the french colors
have waved we have been told that womwomenen
have been found where the dead lay thickest
sleeping beside the lovers brothers and hus-
bands they refused to forsake in the hour aieaae
deadliestd ead liest perilperliper W

turn to spain that land of romance where
tthee sunlight of chivalry lingered latent alidand
I1thereere you will ginfinfindd splendid examples of fe-
male heroism gilding the decay of that ynin
happy country like fowers
ruined wall at the belgebeige sotof sarasaragossagossaossa
valenthalValentvalentiajalial gerona ardalq tortosa2 the women ynn


