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tions. An examination of these shows
about the same general average as is
Faid in the United States, a little be-
ow rather than above. 8o, that, while
the priceof all articles of ordinary con-
sumption ia greatly in excess of fhat
charged in this country, and the cost
of lving is from 20 to 40 per cent
greater, the workingman’s income is
substantially the same. Al that he
has won bySastate interference andState
subordination to trade unionism is a
scale of wagee based on the prices
commonly paid in a new country, and
less rather than more than would have
been pald under free contract, as the
experience of our own country proves.

This experience not only deserves,
it demands study from those who be-
ljeve that the condition of labor can be
bettered by constant interference on
the part of the Btate. It remains only
to notice, by a word, the absolute de-
nial of freedom of action which this
pystem Involves for the laborer himself.
Here is the picture which Mr. Griffin,
an imsartiﬂl authority, draws of the
method of government by unions and
strikes in a recent instance:

It may be mentioned that patrols
uand pickets were appointed by the
unious to Interfere with and intimj-
date thoge who, because they did not
come under the orders of the unions,
endeavored to pursue iheir ordinary oc-
cupations, and the most arbitrary and
unjustifiable methods were resorted to
for the avowed purpose of inflicting
hindrance and lose upon ecertain em-
employers. No eflective notice was
taken by the government of these pro-
ceedings any further than to send a
police or military force to preserve
order in theevent of any violence be-
ing committed by either side. Bpecial
congtables were alsp eworn in, and
their employment, together with the
additional expense entailed through
the use of the regular militia and police
force, invblved the country in very
heavy expenditnre, but this expendi-
ture was small in comparison with
that occasioned by the stoppage of the
shipping, coal mines, gas works, flour
mills, irvn foundries, shearing operas=
tions and trade generally while the
strike lasted.

Thbisis the net result to date of the
nearest approach to State socialism ven-
tured upon by any Anglo-Saxon peo-
ple, with a free field for action, and
with a high capacity for managing
pew institutions. How does it seem to
strike the believers in incessant State
interference, and the establishment of &
benevolent paternalism?—&8t.  Pawl
Fress Pioneer.

—  —

A SMOKELESS BATTLEFIELD.

In the ensemble of battle and in the
practice of fvllowing its different
phases the smoke of the field has been
a ugeful auxiliary to the commander-
in-chief. The clouds and puffs flpat-
ing over the lines of fire, which he
followed from his post of observation—
usually an elevat.d one, where the
atmosphere remained clear—oertified
the troops engaged, revealed to his
practiced eye an estimate of the ad-
vergury’s forees, and, showed him step
by step the fluctuations of the battle.
In factthey often told him more than
the Jelayed reports of aides-de-camp.

But powder witbout smoke ia now an
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eptablished fact. Artillery and in-
fantry open fire and no smouke is visi-
ble. A pingle shot from the skirmish
line is henceforth absclutely imper.
ceptible, and a ealvo from the line of
infantry at 300 yards only produces a
thin blue-white vapor like tobacco
smoke, that vanishes almost instantly.
In no instance, not even in the fliing
of heavy ordoance, is the vapor dense
enough to indieate even at short firing
range the position of atrtillery orin-
fantry.

These facts and others showing the
insidious properties of this new agent
in modern warfare were discussed at
length in A recent meeting of the mili-
tary board in the army building, when
it was decided that the new Eowder
should be tested officially at Bpring-
fie]ld with a view to its introduction
inte the American army. Of course,
powder without smoke, cannot become
the privilege of the American army.
Buropean nations have taken up the
problem and several of them boast of
haviog a formuly of theirown. Hence
advantages and disad vantages attend-
ing its use on the field of battle will be
common to both sides. Each acquiresa
a better view of bis adversary, but loses
the protection that a veil of smoke
afforded him. A priori one can judge
how doubly important becomes the
advantage of being the first to see the
enemy, unseen by him, if possible.

In spite of all the precautions which
may be taken to discard those details
in the uniform that might mark too
conspicipusly the presence of a troop,
surprise—and surprises are common
occurrences in. war— will be much
easfer to effect tban before. The side
that first receives tbe fire will sufter a
serlioua disadvantage, for some time
muat elapse before it can ascertain
whence comes the attagk, and the
forces belonging to either side though
not two miles awny, may know nothing
of the skirmish.

Owing to the dlstance that two
armies preserve during the preliminar-
ies of a combat, cavalry is intrusted
with the hoour of getting information,
a perilous trust at best, when it is con-
sidered tbat a mounted troop is not
earily kept out of sight, and that the
chances are against its being the first
to discover a well-intrenched advance
post. Moreover, if it is true that in
recent wars the inrreased improve-
ments of quickfiring arms has dimin-
ished the etiency of the cavalry role,
ite future charge without the protection
of smoke to cover its advance is looked
upon as problematic.

The result of the new powder in
what concerns infantry is doubtful, so
much depends on the quality of the
troops. As long ashe is ambushed the
infantry soldier will be a myth; firing
at 600 yards, his shot will neither be
seenl nor heard, only felt. But, it is
stated by army officers, his role is not
to remain stationary, He must ad-
vance and show himself. No longer
protected by a cloud of smake, he will
haveto face a fusilade tenfold more ap:
palling than Antietam or Gettysburg.
‘Then?

Artillery, says the veterans, gains
everything by operating in aclear field.
Before it worked blindfolded; the
enemy’s smoke served as aim, and it
was often deceptive. Now the exact
position of the opposed artillery will be
visible. With even chances, when
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once a battery has attained precision in
its aim, which before could be but im-
perfectly determined on account of
smoke, it will serve as a guide to
neighhoring batteries, aud thus the fire
will be concentrated and more effec-
tive. 8o that the artillery, if not the
infantry and cavalry, would seem to
be the gainer hy the great martial
transmission from much smoke to no
amoke at all. —New York Times.

“THE MEXICAN MESSIAH."

THERE is in the May number of the
Popular Science Monihiy a specially in-
teresting article, taken from the Gentle-
man’s Magazine. It is entitled *"The
Mexican Messiah,?? and is from the pen
of Dr. Dominick Daly. It givesan ex-
planation of the Mexican tradition re-
garding the visit to this continent of
Quetzateoatl, or the Air God. Bome
writers state that the tilie applied to
this personage is the ¢“Fair God.”” The
article contains references not only to
his visit, but to his personal appear
ance and the character of his teachings,
which were those of pure Christianity,
resulting in the introduction of a gold-
en era of peace and prosperity, thus

accounting for the existence of
relics which plainly indicaie that
that religion had been estab-
lished wupon this continent many

centuries previous to the advent of
Cortez, the Spanish invader. The
tradition includes the anticipated re-
turn of the *“Fair God,’?according to a
promise made by himm when he took
his departure after establishing the
new order of things, which abolished
war and caused brotherly Jlove to take
the place of strife and bloodshed.

Because of the expected return of
this traditional personage, the con-
quest of Mexico by Cortez was &n un-
dertaking of comparatively small diffi-
culty, when the host of inhabitants is
pumerically compared with the hand-
ful of invaders. The npatives were
impressed with the belief that Cortez
| was Quetzatcoatl, returning according
to bis promise, as he answered the
traditional deseription of the MeXican
Megsiah, being white and bearded.
In reference to his persopality the
artigle saysa:

L]

#The Mexicans have preserved a min-
ute and apparently an aceurate descrip-
tion of the personal appearance and habits
of Quetzatcoatl. He was . white man,
advanced in years and tall in stature,
His forebead was broad; he had a large
beard and black hair. He is described as
dressing in a long garment.’

Dr. Daly reasons thus as lo the im-
probability of this person being a mere
inveution, hebeing convinced that the
tradition refers to a genuine individ-
ualism:

Tt 1s therefore difficnlt to supposa

that this cmriously accurate portraiture



