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eions an examination of these shows
about the same general average asaa isie
paid in the united states a little be-
low rather than above so that while
the price of all articles of ordinary con
gumption is greatly in excess of that
charged in wethis country and the cost
of living tois from 20 to 40 per cent
greater the workingmanwork ingmansIs income is
substantially the same all that he
has won byS state interference and State
subordination to trade unionism is a
scalemale of wages based on the prices
commonly paid in a new country and
less rather than more than would have
been paid under free contract as the
experience of our own country proves

this experience not only deserves
it demands study from those who be-
lieve that the condition of labor can be
bettered by constant interference on
the martofpart of the state it remains only
to notice by a word the absolute de-
ntal

de-
nial of freedom of action which this
systemestem involves for the laborer himself
hereere is the picture which mr griffin
an imimpartial authority draws of the
method of government by unions and
strikes in a recent instance

it may be mentioned that patrols
and pickets were appointed by the
unions to interfere with and intimi-
date those who because they did not
come under the orders of the unions
endeavored to pursue their ordinary oc-
cupationscupat ions and the most arbitrary and
gunjunjustifiable methods were resorted to
for the avowed purpose of inflicting
hindrance and loss upon certain em
employers no effective notice was
taken by the government of these pro-
ceedingsce any further than to send a
police or military force to preserve
order in the event of any violence be-
ing committed by either side special
constables were also sworn in and
their employment together with the
additional expense entailed through
the use of the regular militia and police
force involved the country in very
heavy expenditure but this expendi-
ture was small in comparison with
that occasioned by the stoppage of the
shipping coal mines gas works flour
mills iron foundries shearing opera-
tions and trade generally while the
strike lasted

this tois the net result to date of the
nearest approach to state socialism ven-
tured upon by any anglo saxon peo-
ple with a free field for action and
with a high capacity for managing
new institutions rowhow does it seem to
strike the believers in incessant state
interference and the establishment of a
benevolent paternalism st paul
prow pioneer

A SMOKELESS battlefield
in the ensemble of battle and in the

practice of following its different
phases the smoke of the field has been
a useful auxiliary to the commander
in chief the clouds and puffs float-
ing over the lines of fire which hebe
followed from his post of observation
usually an elevated oreone where the
atmosphere remained clear certified
the troops engaged revealed to his
practiced eyoeye an estimate of the ad
versarys forces and showed him step
by step the fluctuations of the battle
in factbaet they often told him more than
the delayed reports of aidesaidee de camp

but powder without smoke tois now an

established fact artillery and in-
fantry open fire audand no smoke tois visi-
ble A single shot from the skirmish
line is henceforth absolutely imper-
ceptibleceptible and a salvo from the line of
infantry at yards only produces a
thin blue white vapor like tobacco
smoke that vanishes almost instantly
in no instance not even in the firing
of heavy ordnance is the vapor dense
enough to indicate even at short firing
range the position of artillery or in-
fantry

these factsfacto and others showing the
insidious properties of this new agent
in modern warfare were discussed at
length in a recent meeting of the mili-
tary board in the army building when
it was decided that the new powder
should be tested officially at spring-
field with a view to its introduction
into the american army of course
powder without smoke cannot become
the privilege of the american army
european nations have taken up the
problemproblem andaind several of them boast ofbavinghaving a formula of their own hence
advantagesadvantages and didddisadvantagesvantages attend-
ing its use on the field of battle will be
common to both sides each acquires
a better view of his adversary but loses
the protection that a veil of smoke
afforded him A priori one can judge
how doubly important becomes the
advantage of being the first to see the
enemy unseen by him if possible

in spite of all the precautions which
may be taken to discard those details
in the uniform that might mark too

the presence of a troop
surprise and surprises are common
occurrencesbocc in war will be much
easier to effect than before the side
that first receives themirethe fire will suffer a
serious disadvantage for some time
must elapse before it can ascertain
whence comes the attack and the
forces belonging to either side though
not two miles away may know nothing
of the skirmish

owing to the distance that two
armies preserve dduringurldg the preliminar-
ies of a combat cavalry is In trusted
with the honor of getting information
a perilous trust at best when it is boncon-
sidered that a mounted troop is not
easily kept out of sighteight and that the
chances are against its being the first
to discover a well entrenched advance
post moreover if it is true that in
recent wars the increased improve-
ments of quick firing arms has dimin-
ished the effiemeroyency of the cavalry role
its future charge wwithout the protection
ofsmoke to cover its advance is looked
upon asam problematic

the result of the new powder in
what concerns infantry tois doubtful so
much depends on the quality of the
troops As long as he is ambushed the
infantry soldier will be a myth firingbring
at yards his shot will neither be
seenemu nor heard only felt but it tois
stated by army officers his role tois not
to remain stationary he must ad-
vance and show himself no longer
protected by a cloud of he will
have to face a fusilladefusilade tenfold more ap-
palling than antietam or gettysburg
then

artillery says the veterans gains
everything by operating in allear field
before it worked blindfolded the
enemyas smoke served as aim and it
was often deceptive now the exact
position of the opposed artillerytilleryax will be
visible with even chances when

once a battery has attained precision in
its aim which before could be but im-
perfectly determined on account of
smoke it will serve soas a guide to
neighboring batteries audand thus the fire
will be concentrated and more effec-
tive so that the artillery if not the
infantry and cavalry would peem to
be the gainer by the great martial
transmission from much smoke to no
smoke at all new york times

THE MEXICAN MESSIAH

THERE is in the may number of the
popular science monthly a specially in-
terestingte article taken from the gentle
mans magazine it toIs entitled the
mexican messiah and tois from the pen
of dr dominiokdominick daly it gives an ex-
planation of the mexican tradition re-
garding the visit to this continent of
quetzal watwat or the air god some
writers state that the title applied to
this personage is the fair god the
article contains references not only to
hisbis visit but to his personal appear
ance and the character of his teachings
which were those of pure christianity
resulting in the introduction of a gold-
en era of peace and prosperity thus
accounting for the existence of
reliesrelics which plainly indice that
that religion had been estab-
lished upon this continent many
centuries Pprevious to the advent of
cortez the spanish invader the
tradition includes the anticipated re-
turn of the fair god 11II according to a
promise made by him when he took
his departure after establishing the
new order of things which abolished
war and caused brotherly love to take
the place of strife and bloodshed

because of the expected return of
this traditional personage the con
quest of mexico by cortez was an un-
dertakingderdrtaking of comparatively small diffi-
culty when the host of inhabitants is
numerically compared with the hand-
ful of invaders the natives were
impressed with the belief that cortez
was returning according
to his promise as he answered the
traditional description of the mexican
messiah being white and bearded

in reference to his personality the
article says

the mexicansmexican have preserved a min-
ute and apparently an accurate descrip-
tion ofthe personal appearance and habits
of he was a white man
advanced in years and tall in stature
his forehead wasvas broad hebe had a large
beard and black hair he is described as
dressing in a long garment

dr daly reasons thus as to the im-
probability of this person being a mere
invention he being convinced that the
tradition refers to a genuine individ-
ualism

it isin therefore difficult to suppose
that this curiously accurate portraiture


