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[Correspondenos u{ the ﬁ. Y. Poest,)

THE MINIATURE PHASES OF
PARISIAN LIFE.

T

The impression made on the mind by
the visible world of Paris is that of a
widespread, charming littleness. I do
not associate with this term any of the
contemptible, or wish it understood as
denoting an absence of grandeur in
Paris. I employ the term to convey an
idea of the effect produced by an infin-
ity of attractive objects, as well as by
certain €conomical features of a Paris-
ian existence, due to a skilful ‘‘struggle
for life”” by a community determined to
have a good time of it. Paris, in its

nd totality, is at once a vast, bril-
iant bazaar, and a complicated, polish-
ed, social mosaic—eaech group, accord-
ing to Proudhon, each monad, according
to Leibnitz, each thing, according to
material conceptions, being a spec
color or form harmoniously arranged,
and striking into effect.  Some of the
social details of this great mosaic I pro-
pose to look at micrescopically.

My theme is, accoradingly, the little
in Paris, I will begin with a brief an-
alysis of the Parisian shop. The first
floor of almost every house in Paris is
devoted to shops. We will not stop to
admire objects displayed in the shop
windows—the bazaar element of Paris—
but eonsider the shop as a little institu-
tion by itself. The Parisian shopkeeper
carries on business on a small scale; the
moment he gets a small capital—his
own savings, (which is rare,) an inheri-
tance, or his wife’'s dot—he rents & small
shop and fills it with small wares, and
is small enough to make his wif‘& his
clerk; the resuld of which is to render
her small through fingering money,
while hér husband becomes an idler
and a small spendthrift at a small cafe,
His enterprise is small, his profits
small, and when he fails the loss is
small to his ereditors; his competitors
would get rid of a small nnisance, and
strangers of being cheated in a small
way, if there were not innumerable
remplacants ready to step into his small
shoes. There is' not much to be said,
morally, in favor of the Parisian shop.

People in Paris live in a small com-
pass. French living is the perfection
of the science of social economy. Pri-
vate apartments and hotels are full of
small things. You- pay a small price
for a small room, inecreasing your rent
proportionately for a suite; the standard
of luxury and the ratio of price always
corresponding to habits and ambition.
Imagine an apartment ron the usual
bachelor scale—it contains everg article
necessary forcomfort en pefié. You will
have a small washbowl and pitcher with
a little water in it, a small table and
bureau with small drawers, a small bed,

a little too short, a small pateh of

t, alk in as small a space as you
can dexterously turn round in—very
neat, very orderly, and no small gratifi-
ion to aman with asmallpurse. The
exceptions I can make to this gen-
rule are two large ones connected
with my small hotel; first, an enorm-
ous landlady with a good big heart, and
second, its title—Hotel of the Universe’

We will say nothing about pictures 60
feet long, by Horace Vernet—that is a
Government affair. As it is, his canvas
is' filled with small figures. French
amateurs generally love small art.
Pieture-buyers prize small paintings,

for which they sometimes, I think, pay b X
parties,

over-large prices.
they love a small idea well done.
may be a man drinking, dancin% or fid-
dling; a woman sweeping, holding a
coffee-tray, trying a shoe, or peeping
through a keyhole. 1In landscape,
French taste delights in a bush, a pud-
dle, some chickens, and a row of small-
top trees topped of all their large
branches. In sculpture they are fond
of statuetts; they reduce the antique,
and manufacture small caricatures to
perfection. ILiittle bronze and plaster
casts of the various ‘““Venuses’ #bound
—very few Dianas and Minervas. Petty
sceulpture, representing judges as mon-
keys, Englishmen as bullfrogs, emaci-
ated moneyless artists and literateurs—
the exaggerated in all shapes—together
with minature saints, virgins and eru-
cified Christs, meet the eye .on all
sides.

This taste for thegylittle in art is per-
haps most apparent In the ornamenta-
tion of public structures. The Louvre
for instance, is covered with small
statues, columns and friezes, with
flowers, garlands, Cupids and allegori-
cal figures arranged in most compli-
cated groupes, all very puzzling and at
the same time very pleasing in the

rand effeet of this magnificent edifice.
%‘he large ideas (after the main design)
this phantasmagoria of sculpture are
ajestic caryatides of females support-
ing the small pediments of its roof—very

But let that pass
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significant symbols in relationsto the
woman question.

Than the Parisians no people in the
world are more easily ‘‘pleased with a
rattle and tickled with a straw.” Tra-
verse the broad avenue of the Champs
Elysees dotted with booths, and observe
the little %mups of old men and ehil-
dren pitching little quoits, shooting
little guns, ascertaining how little they
weigh by small seales, whirling around
in petty boats and on flying hobby-
horses, gambling for little cakes, bon-
bons ang crockery. Enter a cafe chan-
tant with 8 stage before you, displaying
& minature parlor blazing with small
jets of gas and filled with petit women
in full dress, ain%ing for your amuse-
ment at the cost of un petite verre of cor-
dial. Contemplate the little in other
directions. Go to the theatres and
study pieces composed of a little dia-
logue and a littlesinging, a multiplicity
of comic sjtuations, Bufxtleties of ex-
pression and striking tableaux.
amine French literature, where the
same peculiarity is manifest. Many of
the best thoughts of the French mind
are expressed in a small compass., The
works of Joubert, Vauvenargues, Ro-
chefoucauld, La Brilyere and Pascal

into small intellectual brilliants of
rarest quality. |

The little is apparent in a great many
other directions. French politeness,
for instance, consisis of little attentions,
little ceremonies; conversation of epi-
grams and exclamations. Families are
small in number, suited to the space
they mowve in. The soil is divided into
small farins. Gardens are laid out in
small beds and tortuous footpaths, The
army is made up of small men, and the
country of numerous small depart-
ments, and so on ad infinitum

Let no one imagine that this wide-
spread littlenessindicates,as [ remarked
above, an absence of ggandeur in Paris.
On the contrary, this great social mo-
saic, formed out of littie specks, each
with its own tint and boundary line, is
as impressive in its concrete as in its
elementary form. Parig, it is said,
rules France, Paris, aecordingly, re-
presents France en grand. _

History shows us what Frenchmen
are when disciplined, and what they
are when emancipated from diseipline;
their military saccesses and their revo-
lutions furnish ample illustrations,
They are very plastic so long as the
can possibly adjust themselves to eae
other—terrible when they recoil and
stand upon their individuality. The
little tempest of excitement which the
most polished Frenchman exhibits,
when provoked, is significant; it is the
key-note of the horrors of the ¥rench
revolution. How all these sandy par-
ticles of French humanity, these little
sparkling egos, the greatest compounds
of sensibility and susceptibility extant,
cohere and form a nation, is a marvel.
A clue to the unravelling of this mys-
tery is only to be found in a study of
the little in the werld of Paris.

THE RUSSIAN-AMERICAN TELE-
GRAPH.

—_——

PROGRESS OF THE EXPEDITION. .

The Cincinnati Commercial has the
following letter descriptive of the tele-
graph expedition:

‘‘The expedition is divided into three
‘The Upper Youkan River Ex-
Eluring Party, 'I'he Lower Youkan

iver Party,” and the ‘Siberian Ex-
gluring Party.” The first is under the

irection of Major Pope, and has already
left for Vancouver’s Island and Frazer
river. It will number twenty-five
men, and will explore all the country
between the head of Frazer river and
the mouth of Youkan river, wherever
the mouth is. The recond party, num-
bering ten men, is under command of
Mr. Kennicott, and will be landed in
Norton’s Sound, east of Behring’s
BStraits, to ascend the L.ower Youkan,
and meet Pope’s party. The third
party, to number about thirty, includ-
ing the engineer corps, is commanded
by Lieutenant Colonel Hyde, and will
probably land somewhere in the Gulfof
Anadir, southwest of Behring’s Straits.
It is to explore the gountry from that
point around Okhotsk Sea to the mouth
of the Amoor river. It is with this
party that I am going. The Colonel
(Bulkley) will go up with us, but will
not accompany us into the interior,

Numerous side parties are to be de-
tached from ours to thoroughly develop
the whole country, so that when we
settle down for the winter, next winter,
our party will not exceed six or eight
men, including Colonel Hyde, Laborne,
our Interpreter, Robinson, Lewis,
Belinge and myself.

The whole expedition has a military

Ex-
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organization, and all its officers are
regularly commissioned by the com-

any. Weall wear a uniform of dark
lue, according to army re?
with appropriate buttons and shoulder
straps of our own. The director-in-
chief’s strap is a silver globe in the
centre, on a dark blue velvet ground,
with silver flashes of lightning dartin
toward either end; lieutenant-colonel,
the same, except that half the globe is
on each end of the strap, and the
lightning converges toward the centre;
major, the same of gold; captain, a
gilver eable on a dark blue ground, with
a triple knot at each end of the strap
and two strands across; first lieutenant
ditto, with ene strand across the strap;
second lieutenant, ditto, without the
strand. The uniforms are very hand-
some. The colonel thinks best that the
party be handsomely uniformed to sus-
tain among the Russians the dignity of
the United States and of the Collins
Overland Telegraph.

Our party will probably leave next
week on the steamer George S. Wright
for Vietoria, Sitka, and the Gulf of
Anadir. Some of the party will, per-
haps, go up on the bark Palmetto,
which belongs to us, and which the
Wright will tow. We now have a fleet
of five vessels of our own—the steamer
Wright, the small propeller Lizzie
Horner, bark Clara Bell, schooner
Milton Badger, and. barque Palmetto.
The fleet is to be under the command
of Captain C. M. Scammon, formerl
of the steam cutter Shubrick, who will
be chief'naval officer of the expedition.
Our party will probably spend next
winter somewhere in the vicinity of
Penjinsk Bay, on Okhotsk Sea, where

we shall make ourselves as comfortable

as possible, We have a selected library
of mearly a hundred choice books,
which will make the long, ¢old winter
endurable. We have in the party two
fine German and French scholars, and

our interpreter, who speaks ten lan-
guages neluding German, Frenth,
pa-niall, Italian and Russian.

Our party is in high favor with' the
Russian government, and we expect to
meet with distinguished consideration
when we reach Nickolajeisk, at the
mouth of the Amoor. __

The Russian government sends a
mail every two weeks from St. Peters-
burg to Nickolajeisk, at the mouth of
the Amoor, and letters can be sent us
that way. They will have to be ad-
dressed to the American Minister at
BSt. Petersburg, who will forward them
to us.. This is the only possible chance
for our getting letters within a year.”

- 0

RUBSSIA.—GREAT DEFEAT
CENTRAL ASIA.

IN

The progress of the Russian arms
in Central Asia has just received aseri-
ous check. Hitherto everything had
favored the progress of General Endok-
imoff, whose successes were as much
due to the exertions of Prince Gort-
schakoff as to the military talents of
the generals of the Czar. Having made
friends of the important population be-
longing to the Khanat of Khokan call-
K 8, General Endokimoff carried
his army of 40,000 or 50,000 infantry,
with a Errnpﬂrtiunatae force of cavalry
and artillery, into these districts of Cen-
tral Asia, knowing well how far he
could count upon this people. - By this
means, on the side of Lake Aral, the
Russians, without striking a blow, ob-
tained possession of the fortress of Ak-
Mekjid, a place of great strategic im-

ortance, near the mouth of the Sir-

aria. They claimed the fortress as
having been sold to them by the late
Khan of Khokan, Koadair Khan, now
an exile at Bokhara. On the side of

urkistan the Russiang, after a fifteen

ays’ march, advanced to Hodja-Ab-
med, the Tesak of the Russians, and
thence, after another march of six
days, they reached the fortress of
Tcehimkett, otherwise known as Toum-
kat, a place only three or four days’
march from Tachkend. This progress
of the Russians, made without firing a
shot, was altogether due to the assis-
tance and countenance of the Kaissaks,
who, partly on account of their Rus-
sianized habits, and partly owing to
their wealth in cattle, which causes
them to desire the protection of the
Russians, thus lend all the aid in their

ower to their projects of domination.

he great object of the late march of the
Russians has beentoobtain possession of
the town of Tachkend, as occupying a
point stragetically the most favorable
to their views, being on one side the
key to the Khanat of Khokan, and on
the other seiiously threatening the
Khanat of Bokhara, if the latter ven-
tured to offer any assistance to the for-
mer. General Endokimoff, after his
march of twenty-one days, was able to
arrive almost at the gates of Tchimkett,

lations,

—

!

| tel, in company,

]

and he attempted to obtain possession
of the place with the view of the future
occupationof Tachkend. He imagined,
it would seem, that the Khokanese
commander would at once open the
gates, and littleanticipated thatin

of an easy conquest he would find the
Regent of Khokan, the Emir Mera-Alj-
Khanli, at the head of & numerogs
force, ready to oppose him. The Rus.
sian General, seeing the town in a per.
fect state of defence, with a battery of
fifty cannon, gave up all idea of attack-
ing it, and gave battle instead to the
Emir., The conflict was a bloody one,
and endeéd in the defeat of the Rus-
sians, who were compelled to fall back
upon Hodja Ahmed with a precipitan-
cy which amounted toa flight. The
hnkaﬁ had about 1,000 killed and

wound nd the Russians, it is said,
about times that number. No
doubt General Endokimoff will ende
vor at the earliest opportunity to
trieve this disaster, but it' will be diffi-
cult for him to take Tchimkett, not
only on aecount of the strength of the
place, but: of the .spirit of the inhabi-
tants, which is now thoroughly arous-
ed. The Regent is thoroughly aware of
the importance of the post, and has
mustered an- army of 150,000 highly
efficient troops for its defence. t is
now certain that the Khan of Bokhara
has "'net only sent asum of money to
the assistance of Khokan, but is at the
head of a large army of observation on
the frontier, in the neighborhood of
Samarcand. R .

A NEW AND VALUABLE BREBCH-
LOADER.—Mr. E. B. Allin, master ar-
morer in this city, has invented a new
breech-loading musket, which probably
combines more excellences and fewer
defects than any, other musket of that
stamp. One of the most serious trou-
bles in most of the breech-loaders has
been the liability of the charge to re-
coil, but this is effectually obviated in
Mr. Allin’s musket. Another advan-
tage peculiar to this musket, and oneof
the very first importance to the govern-
ment, is the fact that the Springfield
rifled muskets—of which some 000
are at the g¢ifferent arsenals in the coun-
try, some 325000 being at the arsenal
here—can be converted into breech-
loaders with eomparatively trifling la-
bor and expense. Mr. Allin’s arm has
been lilretty severely tested by himself
and others, and has satisfactorily stood
all the tests to which it has been sub-
jected. Major Laidley, superintendent
of the armory here, Gen. Dyer, chief of
the ordnance department at V‘Ia.ahing—
ton, and Col. Berdan, of sharp-shooting
fame, have examined it and speak of it
in unqualified termsof approval. Gen.
Dyer has ordered 5,000 muskets of the
old model to be ﬂhanged into breech-
loaders after Mr. Allin’s plan at onee,
and the necessary machinery for mak-
ing the change is now being prepared.
—| Springfield Republican.

ONE OF JEFF. DAVIS'S SLAVES IN
THE DRY GooDS8 MARKET,—The Cin-
cinnati Gazetle, in its dry goods market
report, H&ﬁﬂ:—.&mnng the buyers from
the South there came an ex-slave of
Jefferson Davis, who purchased quite
freely for his store at. Davis’s Bend,
Miss., formerly the plantation of his
master, and thus, while the traitor mas-
ter is held a State prisoner in Fortress .
Monroe, his former &ruperty and chat-’

his two sons, late
honorably discharged from the gunboat
service, is selling goods as a freedman.
His name is Montgomery; he is fifty- -
three years of age, and is as good'a re
resentative of the intelligent blnei
man as can be found. He was Jeff)'s
slave over twenty years, and served
him as a carpenter and machinist on
his and his brother’s plantation of two
thousand acres. The entiretwothousand
acres, he informs us, are being cultiva-
ted in cotton by his former fellow-bond-
men, who, he says, are working indus-
triously, and more effectually than un-
der the former rule.

e

THE CoOST THE ARMSTRONG
GUNs.—A return has just been furnish-
ed to Parliament by the Marquis of
Huntington, showing that the expenses
incur on all classes of Armstrong
guns, their fittings, projectiles ete, in-
cluding the 100 pounder smooth-bore
guns, since the date of the return fur-
nished to Monsell’s Committee in May,
1863, amount to £285418 0s. 8d. The
changes and alterations in the same
period have cost £15,527 2s. 4d., while
the extra cost in providing projectiles,
ete., in consequence of alterations, has
been £5,032 4s. 2d.
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Five NoBLEMEN—the Marquis of
Bredalbane, the Dukes of Argyle, Ath-
el, Sutherland and Buceleuch—are said
to own one-fourth of the land in Scot-

land.




