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REMARKS

By President BRIGHAM YOUNG,
delivered at the General Confer-
ence, in the New Tabernacle, Salt
Lake City, Monday morning,
April Tthy 1873.

REPORTED EY DAVID W. EVANS,

THERE are a few minutes to spare,
and I wish to lay some matters before
yvou. I will say, first, that the Lord
Almighty has not the least objec-
tion in the world to our entering in-
to the Order of Emnoch. I will
stand between the people and all
harm in this. He has not the least
objection to any .man, every man,
all mankind on the face of the
earth turning from evil and loving
and serving him with all their
hearts. With regard to all those or-
ders that the Lord has revealed it
depends upon the will and doings
of the people, and we are at liber-
ty, from this éunfﬂreum, to go and
build up a settlement, or we can
join ourselves together in this city,
do it legally—according to the laws
of the land—and enter into coven-
ant with each other by a firm agree-
ment that we will live as a family,
that we will put our property into
the hands of a committee of trus-
tees, who shall dictate the aflairs of
this society. If any man can bring
up anything to prove to the con-
trary I am willing to hear it. But
no man can do it.

Brother Pratt has told you, in his
explanations this morning, what
the Lord has revealed and how he
has been merciful to the people;
and when we have not been willing
to be Latter-day Saints altogether,
but only in part, he has said,
“Well, you are the best there is,
and I will aceeptof you. 1 ean not
wet anybody else who is willing to
be part Saints, and I will lead you,
my people, as long as you will let
me, and I will forgive you your sins
this time, and I will accept part of
your property if you will not give it
all,” ete., all showing the kindness
and forbearance of our Fatherin hea-
ven; but he has not the least objec-
tion in the world to our being
perfect Saints.

I have a few things to lay before
the Conference, one of which is—
and I think my brethren will agree
with me that this is wise and prac-
ticable—for from one to five thou-
sand of our yuun;; and middle-aged
men to turn their attention to the
study of law. I would not speak
lightly in the least of law, we are
sustained by it; but what is called
the practice of law is not always
the administration of justice, and
would not be so considered in many
courts. How many lawyers are
there who spend their time from
morning till night in thinking and
planning how they can get up a
lawsuit against this or that man,
and get his property into their pos-
session? Men of this class are land-
sharks, and they are no better than
highway robbers,for their practice is
to deceive and take advan of all
they can. 1 do not say that this is
the law, but this is the practice of
some of its professors. he eflort
of such lawyers, if they are paid
well, is to clear and turn loose on
society the thief, perjurer and mur-
derer. They say to the dishonest
and those who are disposed to do
evil, “Go and lay eclaim to your
neighbor’s g)ruperty, or to that
which is not your own, or commit
some otheract of injustica, and pay
us, and we will clear you and
make your ¢laim appear &UH‘E in the
eye of the law;” and officers and
judges too often join in the unright-~
eous crusades for the lawyers to
wrong the just. I have been in
courts and have heard lawyers
(quote laws that had been repealed
for years, and the judge was so ig-
norant that he did not know it, and
the lawyer would make him give a
decision according to laws which
no longer existed. Now, I request
+our brethren to go and study law,
so that when they meet any of this
kind of Jawyers they will be able
to thwart their vile plans. 1 do not
by any means say these things “of
all lJawyers, for we have good and
just men who are lawyers, and we
- would like te have a great many
more. You go to one of the gettl-

fogging class of lawyers an t
him to write a deed for you, and he
will do it so that it can be picked
to pieces by other lawyers. Em-
l[rlny such a man to write a deed.
ond, mortgage or any instrument
of writing, and his study will be to
do it so that it will confound itself.
This is the way that such men
make business for their class. We
want from one to five thousand of
our brethreu to go and study law.

If T could get my own feelings
answered I would have law in our
school books, and have our youth
study law at school. Then lead
their minds to study the decisions
and counsels of the just and
the wise, and not fer ever be
studying how to get the advantage
of their neighbor. This is wisdom.

My mind is so led upon ;the sub-
ject Brother Pratt has been speak-
ing upon with regard to the orders
that God has revealed that I can
hardly let it alone when I am talk-
ing to the people. He said there
are many rich men who are willing
to do anything that the Lord re-
quires of them. 1 believe this, and
there is quite a number of poor
men, likewise, who would like to
doanything if they could only know
that it was the will of the Lord. 1
am about to make an application of
my remarks with regard to the wil-
lingness of men. But in thisI shall
except Brother Pratt, for the sim-
ple reason that I do not know a
man who is more willing to do

is told to teach mathematics, he is
willing to do it; if he is told to
make books, preach the gospel,
work in a garden or tend cattle, he
is willing to do it, and I know of no
man more willing to ‘do anything
and everything required of him
than he is. ButI want to say to
our willing, kind, good brethren
that, so far as obeying the orders
which God has revealed, I can brin
the rich into line quicker than
can-get many poor men who are
not worth a dollar, and who do not
know how to raise a breakfast to-
morrow morning. I have tried
both, and know. "Who is there
among us who came here rich?
[t was alluded to by Brother Pratt.
L.ook over our rich men, where
are they? Who is there among
the Latter-day Saints that is weal-
thy? When 1 came to this valley
I was a thousand dollars in debt. 1
left every thing. I think I got
about three hundred dollars, a span
of herses and a little carriage, for
all miy roperty I left in Nauvoo.
But ought cattle, horses and
wagunm and traded and borrowed
and got the poor here by scores,
myself; and I have paid for these
teams since I have been here.

When I got here I was in debt
only about a thousand dollars for
myself and family to a merchant in
Winter Quarters, but I was in debt
for others, and 1 have
dime that I know anything about.
When I reached here 1 e¢ould not
pay one-tenth, I could not pay my
surplus, I could not give my all, for
I had nothing.

Here is Horace S. Eldredge, he is
one of our wealthy men. What did
he have when he came here? No-
thing that I know of, except just
enough to get here with his family.
Williami Jennings has been called a
millionaire. What was he worth
when he came here? He had
comparatively little. Now he is
one of our wealthy men. William
H. Hooper is another of our weal-
thy men. He is worth hundreds of
thousands of dollars. How
much had he to pay as
surplus when he came here, He
could pay no surplus, for he was
worth nothing; but he is now
wealthy. 1If he had gone to Cali-
fornia I believe he would have been

poor to-day.

There is any amount of property,
and gold and silver in the earth
and on the earth, and the Lord
gives to this one and that one—the
wicked as well as the righteous—to
see what they will do with it, but
it all belongs tohim. He hashand-
ed over a goodly portion to this peo-
ple, and, through our faith,patience
mui industry, we have made us
good, comfortable homes here, and
there are many who are tolerably
well off, and if they were in many
parts of the world they would be
called wealthy. But it is not ours
and all we have to do is to try and
find out what the Lord wants us
to do with what we have in our
P(JEHEHEiI}II, and then go and do it.

f we step beyond this, or to the
right or to the left, we step into an
illegitimate train of business. Our
Jegitimate business is to do what
the Lord wants us to do with that
which he bestows wupon  us
and dispose of it just as he dictates
whether it is to give all, one-tenth,
or the surplus. [ was present at
the time the revelation came for
the brethren to give their surplus
gmmrty into the hands of the

ishops for the building up of Zion,
but I never knew a man yet who
had a dollar of surplus property.
No matter how much one might
have he wanted all he had for him-
self, for his children, his grand-
children, and so forth.

and would be

paid the last | a

If we are disposed to enter into
covenant one with another, and
have an agreement made aecording

to the laws of our land, and we are
disposed to put our property into
the hands of trustees, and work as

we are directed—eat, drink, sleep,
ride, walk, talk, study, school our
children, our middle-aged and our
aged, and learn the arts and
sciences, the laws of the priesthood,
the laws of life, anabom?', physic
and anything and everything use-
ful upon the earth, the Lord has
not the least objection in the world,
perfectly willing for
us to do it, and I should like, right
well, forus to try it. I know hew
to start such a society, right in this
city, and how to make its members
rich. I would go to now, and buy
out the poorest ward in this city

and then commence with men an

women who have nota dollar in the
world. Bring them here from Eng-
land or any part of the earth, set
them down in this ward and put

 them to work, and in five years we
what he is told than he is. If he,

would begin to enter other wards
and we would buy this heuse and
that house, and the next-house,
and we would add ward to ward
until we owned the whole eity,
every dollar’s worth of property
there is in it. We could do this, and
let the rich go to California to get
gold, and we would buy their pro-
rty. Would you like to know
ow to do this? I can tell you in a
very few words—never wanta thing
you can not get, live within your
means, manufacture that which
you wear, and raise that which you
eat. Raise every calf and Jamb;
raise the chickens, and have your
eges, make your butter and cheese,
and always have a little to spare.
The first year we raise a crop, and
we have more than we want. We
buy nothing, we sell a little. The/
next year we raise more; we bn
nothing, and we sell more. In this
way we could pile up the gold and
silver and in twenty years a hun-
dred families working like this
could buy out their neighbors. I
see men who earn four, five, ten or
fifteen dollars a day and spend
every dime of it. Such men spend
their means foolishly, they waste it
instead of taking care of it. They
do not know what to do with it
and they seem to fear that it will
burn their pockets, and they get
rid of it..l If you get a dollar, sov-
ereign, half-eagle or eagle, and are
fmfd it will burn your pockets, put
it into a safe. It will not burn
auythilgg there, and you will not
be forced to spend, spend, spend as
you do now. Seeour beys here,why
if my boys, by the time they are
twenty, have not a horse and car-
riage to drive of their own, they
think they are very badly used,
and say, “Well, I do not think

father thinks mueh -of me.” A
great many thin might be
said on this subject that I do not

want to say.

Brethren, we want you to turn in
and study the laws of the Territory
of Utah, of this ecity and other
cities, and then the statutes of the
United States, and the Constitution
of the United States, Then read
the decisions of the Supreme Cowmt.
I do not mean the self-styled “*Uni-
ted States Supreme Court for the
Territory of Utah;” but the United
States Supreme Court that sits at
Washington—the seat of govern-
ment. ead up their decisions,
and the decisions of the English

Judges and the laws of FEngland

and of other countries, and learn
what-they know, and then if you
draw up a will, deed, mort or
contracty, do not study to deceive
the man who pays you for this, but
make out a writing or instrument
as strong and firm as the hills, that
1no man can tear to pieces, and do
ifuur business honestly and upright-
¥, in the fear of God and with the
love of truth in your heart. The
lawyer that will take this course
will live and swim, while the poor,
miserable, dishonest schemers will
sink and go down. Welive by law,
and I only condemn those among
the lawyers who are eternally seek-
ing to take advantage of their
neighbors.

Now we will eclose, and adjourn
until Zo’clock this afternoon.
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REMARKS

By FPresident ORSON HYDE, De-
livered in Gencral Conference, in
the Y%rnm-’ﬂ, Salt Lake City,
Monday Morning, April Tth, i873.

REPFORTED BY DAVID. W. EVANS.

L1 is very gratifying to my feelings
this morning, my brethren and sis-

ters, to have the privilege of
meeting with you in the calpacil;y
of a General Conference. have
not spoken much in public of late,
in consequence of being, for the
last six weeks, considerably afHic-
ted, and confined to my reom, and
a good portion of the time to my
bed. 1 do not feel like entering in-
to any special or particular subject;
but I rejoice in the ul:)portunity of
mingling and associating with my
friends. We are separated for some
six months in the year, and when
we come together and meet with
our co-laberers, it is joyful to look
upon their countenances. I rejoice
in this opportunity of meeting with
my brethren of the Twelve and the
First Presidency, and beholding
them mostly in the enjoyment of
good health.

We have been endeavoring now,
for more than forty years, to estab-
lish the kingdom of God and bear-
ing our testimony to the nations of
the earth., I, for one, do not know
how much lunﬁer my voice may be
heard among the living, but I re-

joice in the oppertunity of bearing

testimony to the truth whenever
strength will permit and opportun-
ity offer. I take occasion to say to
my brethren and sisters, this morn-
ing, that as the time is drawin
near the cause seems more an
more precious to me, It is part of
myself, and myself; I trust, a part
of it. I rejoice in saying that I
know this is the everlasting gospel,
the truth of Heaven. Having ex-
perienced it for more than fort
years, I know it is trueand faithful,
and no man can impeach my testi-
mony. Not because there is so
much sterling worth in me,as there
is in the cause that I feebly advo-
cate. 1t is truel lived in the days
of the martyred prophet. I was
associated with him, and bore my
testimony with him, and I feel no
less like bearing my testimony this
morning. -

I want to say a few words in rela-
tion to the place whence 1 came,
and where 1 mostly labor. We
have had some affliction there, in
the shape of smallpox. There have
been many cases of that disease:but
it was of a mild tym and 1 am
happy to say that it nearly left
us, and we are again comparatively
fiee. Butwe have been afflicted
with a disease that ismuch more to
be dreaded than the smallpox, and
which we have nerally called
““spotted fever.” The smallpox is
no more to be compared to that
disease than the bite of a flea or
mosguito is to the bite of a rattle-
snake. There have been about six-
teen deaths, mostly children, from
spotted fever, and there are some
half dozen cases yvet remaining, but
no new ones. They have lingered
for ten or twelve weeks, and they,
apparently, can neither live nor
die, and are mere skcletons. 1 feel
sorry to see children, who sheuld
grow up andff develop an intellect
and a power equal if not superior to
any that now live, thus afflicted;
and to see them cut down in the
morning of their existence grieves
me very muech. But the word of
the Lord unto us has declared that
scourges in the shape of sickness
shall be sent forth, beginning first
at his house, and from thence they
shall spread and make the nations
gquake.

We are living, my brethren and
sisters, in an important period of

time, and when I read over the tes-

timony of the martyred prophet,
and the word of the Lord through
him,it seems that in comparing the
signs of the times at present with
his testimony therewvould be ample
evidence to convince any rational
being, that God, our heavenly
Father, sent him. I read of disas-
ters by seaand by land. I read of a
receding from the principles of hon-
ault?r and that great men go into
wild speculations and dishonesty,
and involve the country in ruin un-
less there be a speedy arresting of
their course. The murders that are
committed at the present time,
show to me that the word of the
Lord is true where he declares
through the prophet, “Mly Spirit
shall not always strive with man.”
As the Spirit of the lLord forsakes
the people, bloodshed, corruption,
confusion and anarchy must follow,
and all these are increasing in our
country. I can nottake up a paper
without seeing a fulfillment of some
of the sayings of our martyred
prophet, and of our brethren who
are sitting behind me, on thisstand.
And what power is there that can
arrest the course of evil? There is
nothing but genuine repentance
and obeying the everlasting 1.
That is the only remedy that
Heaven has provided: the only
fountain of life and salvalion for the

nations exists ameng these poor,
despised Mormons, and I know it
Brethren and sisters, I rejoice in
the L.ord our God, that he has
moved graciously in favor of the
Latter-day Saints; and inasmuch as
we will forsake all evil and cleave
unto him we shall find that his
words unto us will be fulfilled,
where he declares, I will fight
your battles.” I would rather live
near to God and serve him with all
my heart and soul, might, mind
and Btmn%'th than fight my own
battles. If the Lord will fight our
battles there can be ne treason in
that, he is too high for treason to
attach to him. He is beyond the
reach of the power of this world,
and he can hurl his storms and
blast the prospects of the most san-
guine, and accomplish wonders,
and none can stay his hand or say,
“What doest thou?” The increase,
in a thousand forms, of evils, acci-
dents, and ecalamities through our
land and the nations of the earth
should admonish us to live near to
the Lord our God, to remember our
prayers, and the obligations we are
under to the Most High, and to
seek with all our hearts to disecharge
them™ with fidelity. Those who
have held fast to the iron rod, and
have remembered their God, Sa-
vior and prayers, feel to thank God,
and to praise his holy name that
they have endured. Let that feel-
ing ever fill your hearts, and may
the peace of God rest upon Israel,
and confusion come upon them that
seek to destroy the best and choic-
est prineiples that Heaven ever re-
vealed to man.

I was thankful to hear the defini-
tion and distinction, given yester-
day by the President, of the words
“enemies” and ‘“friends” of man-

kind. It was true and faithful. He

is myv friend who is the friend of

truth and humanity; he is my ene-
my who seeks to trample under foot

the truth of heaven and those who
are striving earnestly to serve the
Lord. Brethren and sisters, be
faithful to him who has called you
and fmbriil ui'hﬂm you have cierldved
every blessing you possess to-day.
Remember nugr grethren and sisters
who are scattered and are anxious
for deliverance. Strikes have been
inaugu
the old world, and thousands of
people are out of employment in
consequence thereof. Similar oper-
ations are threatened in our own
country, and they are likely to se-
riously affect the welfare and inter-
est of the nation. In what shape
troubles may come I do not know,
but it will a wonder to me if
bloodshed does not result. Well
did the angel say, forty-five years
ago, “Come out of

that ye be not partakers of her s
and that ye receive not of her
plagues.”  This is the reason why
the Saints are gatheriug
countries of their nativity.
when the people see the Saints
gatheri they frequently say,
“What“%ully, what folly ! Go to
the fowls of heaven and learn a
lesson. When you see the fowls,

in the fall of the year, going to the
south, crooping as they go, you say
that winter is nigh; so when you |
ther, |
remember that disaster awaits &lgjh |
has declared it, and his arm is suffi-

see the Saints gathering
countries they are leaving.

ciently potent to fulfill his words.

I rejoice in the truth, and I bear
my testimony, to-day, before you,

that Joseph Smith was a prophet
of the true and living God. I ]?)ear
my testimony that Brother Biig-
ham Young, the President of the
Church here in Zion, is a man of
(God, and that he is carrying on the
work that Joseph Smith began.
When we came here how was
it with us? We had nothiug but a
few worn-down teams and a few old

wagons, very much demoralized.

They were 80 in the start, because

we could not get any other Kind.

But when we got through here,

having brought seed, provisions,

and implements such as we could
command, our case was a pitiful
one. But the Lord has had mercy

on us and he has blessed us, and

now we ave beyond the reach of

present want. I am thankful that

all this has beenbrought about under

the administration of our present

honored President, and the world is
trying to kill him and those who
sustain and uphold him.

at warfare,it is a great wrestling,

out.
and op

was crossing over a bridge
moon in the stream, and believing

it to be a cheese, he said to his com-

panion—*“Let us go down and get
that cheese.” Well, one held on to

rated in various portions of

her, my peorlﬂ,
ns,

from the
Yet

Itisa | |
wut T am aware how it will come ‘
It will be with the enemies f
posers of God and truth as it
was with the Irishman who, as he
, saw the
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