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the NEWS is a regular and always wel-
come visitor aang other interesting
things I1 always like to read of the ex-
perienceperience of the elders who are in the
world preaching the gospel and the
thought comes to me that perchance a
few lines from this part of the world
would be of interest to some otof your
many readers I1 have been laborinlaboringg in
oklahoma which is a part of the indindianan
territory mission frfir more than one
year and have enjoyed my labors very
much the people residing in this ter-
ritory are from nearly every state in the
Ijunionnion and are inclined to be liberal in
their opinions our elders are treated
with kindness wherever they go and
are making large numbers otof friends
with the prospects of many converts

in my travels I1 have met quite a num-
ber of people who in timelime pastpart have
been residents of utah among them
I1 will mention the burkett family who
were early residents otof provo they
always make the elders welcome who
visit them then there is mr joseph
nelson who went to utah in 1852 he
is a wool carder by trade he worked
for several years in the old aid millmil I1 and
itin provo after the move south he tells
of going out to echo canyon at the time
the army marched to utah also of go-
ing out to meet the handcart company
which was caught in the snow he still
claims membershipmembers bip with the saints and
has bopes of uniting with them in utah
inim the near future

there are twelve elders in oklahoma
at present all are in good health and
are enjoyingbenj their labors all are travel-
inging without purse or scrip which we
find by far the most buccesuccessful way otof
getting the gospel before the people
and all the elders testify of the bless-
ingsVIVVI V which come to those who faithfully
observe the word of wisdom and keep
the last day

the present season is remarkable for
the frequency anandd violence of the storms
which have visited the land truly the
judgments of god are being visited
upon the people

there is a tairfair prospect for good crops
this year

we would be pleased to correspond
with any who have friends in this part of
the world oar address is hennessey
lOngfe sher county 0 T

we find the NEWS a greatea4 t aid in our
work and many of our trmendsiands prefer it
to any of their local papers

GEORGE V MORKIS jr
C A ROBISON

PREACHING IN BROOKLYN

50 CONCORD street brooklyn
r may xyth 1897
s the work here is assuming larger

proportionsfroportions about three weeks ago
ciderder kesler president of the mission
here introduced the english method
of reaching the public that is by street

i prebipreachingaching our first meeting was held
on the aristocratic brooklyn heights
within speaking distance of plymouth
church where once was heard the re-
markable oratory of henry ward beech
orr and nownowadaysa ds the equally remark

able theology of reverend lyman ab-
bott our meeting was not a complete
success or a complete meeting elder
kesler had just made a few introductory
remarks and the growing crowd were
just becoming interested when a police-
man made his appearance and ap-
proachingproaching the speaker inquired in an
undertone if he had a permit to conduct
street sesenurvccsces the answer being in the
nenegativegathre ththe ineemeetingting had to be brought
to a sudden termination

the next morning elder kesler inter-
viewed the mayor and secured four per-
mits each for a different ward A few
days later our president left for a month
to attend a series of conferences in the
newly added districts in the south the
week of hisbis dep arture we held three out-
door meetings without interruption at
the last of them a policemen again came
along but upon being shown our per-
mit allowed us to proceed he sug-
gested however that we notify the pre-
cinct offices when we intended holding
such meetings that our officer might be
present to preserve order we consid-
ered it a good suggestion and thanked
him for his kindness

it is su how quickly a crowd
gathers at our meetings it is perhaps
because trev are not accustomed to such
a of evangelization as very lewfew
otof the sects adopt it some of our
audiences evidently think we belong to
the salvation army fueard one or
two who labored under this delusion
give voice on approaching to such en-
couragingcouraging phrases as hallelujah
praise the lord amen but they soon
found out their mistake we feel grati-
fied at the success of our open air work
thus far and look forward to many fine
meetings during the summer

we have also resumed tracting from
house to house my district is largely
catholic and has many tenement houses
or flats containing ten twelve andana
even twenty families the catholics
generally accord me respectful treat-
ment and as a rule politely decline ac-
cepting a tract while a few others act
quite differently it is somewhat dis-
couraginglycouragingly to climb up six flights otof
stairs and then get the proffered tract
thrown back and the door slammed in
ones face there are many ups and
downs in more than one sense to
this branch otof missionary work still
I1 meet a few here and there who take
an interest in the truth and though ex-
ceptional these suffice to make the
work encouraging and bright

there are at this writing the follow-
ing elders at 5050 concord D F ed-
wards E T Burton William V haight
george E hanks and myself we are
all well and anxious to be ot some use
to the lord in this part of the vineyard

D J WATTS

MIDDLE TENNESSEE conference
MAGNOLIA tenn may ath 1897milI1 left my home in st Cgeorgegreorge biah

Aaprilnr 1 ath 1896 and about nannoon ththefiahfiah day arrived at the terminus in mil-
ford where I1 took the train for payson
remaining three or four days our com-
pany left salt lake city at 7 p
m may isih 1896 and arrived ipin chatt-
anoogatano oga tenn at 2 a in on the aoth
at our council meeting holdheld next day

with elders thad W naylor james
larsen and samuel C barrell I1 was ap-
pointed to labor in the middle tennessee
conference we had lustt timeti enoughn0ugit
to pack our grips and eat ourouredinneri inaw
before train time we were accom-
panied to nashville by the president of
the mission elder eliaselas S kimball

in company with the other elders I1
saw the sights at chattanooga and nash
ville but as they have been referred to
so often I1 refrain from other than a
lopassingassing mention of the same

on arriving in my field of labor I1 was
appointedpointedao to travel with elder W 0
christenson of fairviewfan view utah in davi-
dson county here I1 came in contact
with some of th rich men of tennes-
see who lived in the country near nash-
ville

I1 remained in davidson county about
a month when I1 went to shady grove
hickman county tenn where our con-
ference was held june adyth aith and
ath 1896 we hicahad a time of refresh-
ing indeed the spirit of god resting ioin
power upon the elders

after conference I1 was appointed to
labor in maury county which is said to
be the garden soot of tennessee
my companion elder johajob a W

of la jara colo and 1I remained
in this county until christmas but space
will not permit my relating to the many
interesting experiences which wemailI1hada
dduringaringi our sojourna there just before
the midwinter holidays we were visited
by our conference president joseph 1
Ccyoungyoung and companion and wewa held
a series of meetings in our county we
then crossed over the line into hickman
county where we were met by two new
arrivals and their companions woowho
came to take them to gieir fields of
labor I1

on christmas day eight of uaus includ-
ing elder youn r sitsat down to a beauti-
ful luikeybutkey dinner at the housebouse of sister
M anderson of shady grove sister
A is a faithful latter day saint and the
elders have had a home with her for
many years

the first day of january 1897 1 start
ed out with elder T W naylorNayl of salt
lake city on a tour through west tee-
nnesse tot0 visit the elders in their respect
I1iveveessieft idsaids of labor before leaving
mauryM aury we closed that countycoun ty and then
after a walk of ninety mitesmiles we came to
elders J H yardley and ole C ole-
son in brewart county where we found
many warm friends as a result of the
labors of these elders and ray V
wentz of provo utah

we then crossed the tennessee river
into henry county where we met rael-
ders H A grover and J J barker
whom we found well and enjoying their
labors in this county we had quite an
experience with a josephite preacher
who railed at brigham young and chal-
lenged us to a debate on polygamy
but after fasting and praying over twenty
four hours we felt impre sed to pay no
attention to him but go ahead anda
preach the gospelgospo we carried out this
impression and the spirit of the lord
rested in power upon us As a resultresul
he did himself great damage and matmade
I1friends for us many of his own flock
being impressed with the contrast of the
two spirits manifested

we next visited elders A F ander
son and S F worsleyWoreley in weakley
county whom we foundd feefeelingling wellI1 and
doing a good worwork whileile in that9 coun-
ty

lan
I1 was recalledre called to middle teareseTe aoese


