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resistance holding the enemy off until I1

it receives ordersorderstoto withdraw or asreis re-
inforcedin in its position from the main
body if it is considered advisable to
hold its position hence the necessity of
posting it in a good defensible as well as
commanding positionposuion these duties
should be equitably divided that no
part of the command be exhausted if
you have a train it should be posted
headed for retreat the wagons so com-
pact as to afford refuge or defense
usually in a circle but in such order
that it can be readily removed in any
direction without confusion herding
is necessary to keep animals in good
condition and should be ordered when-
ever the risk of losing them is not too
great itif the enemy be close and
aggressive herding will not cebe resorted
to and in no case will the animals be
herded a such a distance from the
main body as to be beyond its pro-
tectiontec tion

the camp thus established all
off duty should seek rest and refresh-
ment but to the commander there is
no rest he must now by observation or
maps study the geoggeography topatopographygraphy
and resources of the country in front of
him and by the arrest of citizens
spies or reconnaissance learn all he can
of the conditions he is about to en-
counter the strength and morale of his
opponent his position and movements
it will be remembered that reconnais-
sance can be made by a single officer or
man oxor by as many of each as the com-
mander can spare or thinks necessary

the commanders first care will be to
get in contact with his enemy and then
to keep it itif he have cavalry he will
obtain contact with this arm and at
the same time screen his own move-
ments to enable him on rtreceiving lullfull
information from the front so to dis
pose of his main force as to surprise
the enemy and take him at a disadvant-
age he must at all times be especially
careful that he himself is not surprised
if the approach is not discov-
ered until it is near enough to strike
theahe main body which should never
occur if the screening advance guard
and outpost duty is poproperlyperly performed
he would be thrown into contusionconfusion andana
if the enemy be enterprising he will
not allow him to recover
sufficiently to deploy for ac-
tion successfullysuccessfullv to protect
against such a disaster the army
should be divided into three general
groups advance guard main body
rear guard each of these bodies will
furnish their own flanking parties un-
less the flanks are severely pressed
when special flanking parties maymav be
detailed from the main body allali will
keep sOseparateparate far enough to allow the
main body time to prepare for action
when an alarm is given thiisanis dis-
tance will depend on circumstances
in an open country it should be far
enough to have the main body out of
musketry fire but not so tar as to en-
danger its being cut off from the main
booybody in a close or rough country
especially ilif it be traversed by manmany
roads or oyby walsall the bodies must be
kept closer together the party dis-
covering the enemy can inin this case
gegenerallyeryy take up a good defensive
position and hold the enemy off long
enough to admit of thorough prepara-
tion

having developed the enemy the
commanding officer will now examine

the ground and determine upon his
mode of attack and defense in these
days of improved fire arms it is as a rule
not best to attempt a front attack ane

better way is to increase the discovering
party make a determined showing in
that direction and maneuver unseen if
possible torfor the flank and rear
these dispositions made advance your
discovering party resolutely as a feint to
attract the attention more
fully develop hisbis strength and lead him
to expect the main attack from this
direction in preparing to meet which
tiehe weakens bimhimselfself when it is actually
to occur you should have selected a
good place to put your reserve in case
of reversebut primarily it must be under-
stood that this reserve is to strengthen
any weak point in the advance and
chcheckeck any successfulsuccessslutlul attack made upon
it if the main attack is unsuccessfullul
and your troops commence to tall back
generally order the reserve to the
point selected and move your beaten
forces in rear and inin support of it in
the selection of t jis point care must be
taken to protect your train it the
enemy be successful every effort must
be made to stop him even at the risk of
the loss of your artillery if you have
any I1 will say more about artillery a
little further on it should not be diffi-
cult to stop the enemy temporarily but
now the commander will have to decide
promptly as to his further action it a
retreat is decide upon strong detach-
ments should be made to stop the ad
vance of the enemy and as soon as al
who are not engaged in doing this can
be withdrawn beyond the tirefire
and sight a halt will be ordered and a
rear guard detailed and placed in pos-
ition the resisting lorceforce will now be
wittiwithdrawndrawn and join the main body for
this methods are prescribed that would
consume the time of more than one
lecture to explain the retreat is con
ducted trains in front until better op-
portunitiesport unities for the offensive offer when
it should immediately be resorted to
ane only chance torfor success is inin the
offensive whether it be a general offen
sive or what is called an offensive re-
turn unless you become aggressive
you cannot prevent your opponent from
being so if you succeed instead of
being repulsed the general rules laid
down for the first named class of opera
eions will obtain this gives you ane
initial for an aggressive movement by
marches to make the instruction
complete each of the methods referred
to should be treated separately and at
length

I1 made slight reference to artillery
great care must always be taken not to
expose your artillery unnecessarily to
infantryin fire not so much on account
of danger to the men as to the animals
in movements by march a battery
could be disabled and rendered useless
except on the spot where it stood if
thus exposed and the objective of the
offensive might be changed from the
enemy to it therefore in a line of
march as a rule a battery will be with
the main body only in rare circum-
stances will it be sent with the advance
or rear partiespanics horse artillery on ac-
count otof its greater mobility may be
kept with these bodies if the necessity
bbe urgent but even then must remain
with cheit reserves artillery fire serves
a double purpose in the first place it
is indicative that the force using it is

considerable and will draw the enemy
into more extensive development to
oppose it and second hyby reason of
this greater devdevelopmentelopementelop ment it will delay
the enemy in making it and expose
their strength which is much to be
desired artillery is frequently of the
greatest use when closely pressed in
retreat by selecting a strong defen-
sive position with a good field otof fire
on the avenues otof approach it can stop
the pursuers at a great distance from
the rear guard an Jt force them to change
from column of march into line of
attack and when this is effected the
guns willwili be immediately withdrawn
and a new position further to the rear
selected the enemy now will lose
more time in getting back to column
thus the retreating force gain on their
pursuers without loss

the general rule is however to keep
your artillery out of close action lest it
be disabled by infantry fire in the first
operations I1 mentioned artillery should
always be located in rear of the infantry
and guarded by good troops detailed
for this purpose against a mob artil-
lery will not require so much support
indeed many occasions will offer them-
selves when the entire action may be
cartcabiedaed on by the use of this arm na-
poleon put down one of the most for-
midable attacks nudemade on the conven-
tion at parispans in 1795 with cannon As
tarfar as we read not a shot was fired by
infantry or cavalry yet the guns were
supported by both

thus my friends I1 have endeavored to
give you very cursorily a f-wfw of the
methods you would have to adopt if
you were suddenly called out to act
the chief reliance of thosethos youeyou wouldwould
be likely to oppose is that your ignor-
ance would be overcome by their num-
bersbers my effort tonight is to excite
your interest in your profession suf-
ficiently toto dissipate any suchauch idea I1
am sure youout will agree with me that the
study ol01of the art of command is the
climax of military education and that
it is not well to consider your education
as national guardsmenguardsmanguards men complete until
you have mastered it you have much
to be satisfied with in the progress you
have made a most thorough equip-
ment brave and skillful officers at your
head and an improvement in the rudi-
ments that augurs well torfor your future
you have my best wishes for your en-
tire success and for the absolute con-
fidence of the community you wish to
defend W V RICHARDS

captain sixteenth U S infantry

THE YOUNG FAMILY REUNION

for some weeks the execute ve com-
mittee of the young family associa-
tion have been busily preparing to
celebrate in anaa appropriate manner
the birthday of president brigham
young last friday through the
kindness 0of the presidency of thebe
churchburch and apostle lorenzo snow
thebe temple was opened to all who de-

siredi to take a name for theibe progenitors
of patriarch john young antiand of
ofif the family and friends availed
themselves of this glorious privilege
fhe assembly room of theabe temple was
beautifully decorated and the picture
otof president young hungbung in the arch
way enwreathed with flowers and
drapery

saturday june let through the in


