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every grace and virtue and keep the
commandments of god and the ccoveivrrants we have made with each 0other1the
it is our integrity our faithfulness
and our devotion to do these things
and to walk in the law of the lord
that we may have the light of his
spirit to increase with us constantlyconstant

it is this that is going to enable us
to get through and accomplish the
work that is laid upon us for our-
selves and torfor our dead I1 want to
say that in our appointing the eldersEldero
to the nations we have an eye con-
tinually to their efforts among their
kindred in distant lands and the ob-
taining of the genealogy of their an-
cestry that they may labor for their
dead sN

I1 know this is the work of the lord
I1 sense it continually the only thing
that I1 have to concern myself about Is
to be able to live it to be counted
worthy of the multiplied blessings
which he has bestowed upon us in
therother lands people are dying by the
hundreds and thousands through
famine and terrible diseases and pesti-
lences which are gods messengers
sent forth to convince the people As
ttit was said to an ancient prophet
when the judgments of the lord were
in the earth people would learn
righteousness perhaps they will but
I1 am afraid it is going to be too late
for the great mass of them the way
they act it seems as if the human
family were anxious to become drunk
with blood and imbrue their hands in
each others blood and what a work
will it be when peace is taken from
the earth let us cultivate peace
let us walk in all the ways of the
lord and serve him continually

I1 pray that the blessings of god may
be upon all the interests of zion that
the spirit of this conference may go
to the ends of the earth as far as
there are saints or honest in heaxtheart
that want to hearbear and to learn of it
that it may be a blessing and a benefit
to us and to the human family that
the work of the lord may go on and
prosper increase and spread abroad
until the gospel has gone to all na-
tions and until all the ends of the
earth shall be made to know that he
is god and that there is none else in
the earth like unto him and may
his blessings be upon us and upon
all we have to do with our persons
ourur families our flocks our herds
our gardens and our orchards and all
that the lord hath made us the stew-
ards over in the name of our lord
jesus christ amen

president anford woodruff

at the close of this conference I1
have a desire to bear my testimony
before you upon a few principles I1
have rejoiced very much during this
conference in listening to the testi-
mony of the apostles and elders who
have spoken it has brought to my
remembrance a little of my history

in april 1838 while in the town of I1

kirtland in walking across the street
I1 met two men who held the apostle-
ship they said to me brother
woodruff we have something that we
want you to join us in said 1I what
lais it we want another prophet to
lead us whom do you want
we want oliver cowdery joseph

smith has apostatized 11 after listen-
ing to them I1 said to them unless
you repent of your sins you will be
damned and go to hell and you will
togo through the falness of eternal
damnation and all your hopes in this
life will pass before you like the frost
before the rising sun you are false
joseph smith has not apostatized
he holds the keys of the kingdom ofqagod on earth and will hold them until
the coming of the son of man whether
iiItt this world or in the world to come
I1 am happy to say that those men did

repent pretty soon turned to the
church and died in it

I1 feel thankful today that Jjoseph0seph F
smith is with us as a son of hyrum
smith he bears a true and faithful
testimony of his father I1 would to
god that joseph smith had a son in
tiene flesh who would do as joseph PF

smith daes here bear testimony to
the truth of his father the prophet
joseph smith has no son that stands
in the midst of the church of god and
bears record of his father he never
has had possibly never will have

I1 will give you a testimony here that
will show you where I1 stand with re-
gard to this matter joseph smith
never ordained his son joseph never
blessed him never set him apart to
lead this church and kingdom on the
face of the earth when he ot any
other man says he did they state that
which is false before high heaven

the last speech that boscjoseph smith
ever made to the quorum of thethe aposapos-
tles was in a building in nauvoo and
it was such a speech as I1 never heard
from mortal man before or since he
was clothed upon with the spirit and
power of god his face was clear
as amber the room was filled as
with consuming fire he stood three
hours upon his feet said he you
apostles of the lamb of god have
been chosen to carry out the purposes
of the lord on the earth now I1
have received as the prophet seer and

lator standing at the head of this
dispensation every key every or-
dinancedinance every principle and every
priesthood that belongs to the last
dispensation and falness of times and
I1 have sealed all these things upon
your heads now you apostles if
you do not rise up and bear off this
kingdom as I1 have given it to you
you will be damned

I1 am the only witness left on earth
that can bear record of this and I1
aamm thankful that I1 have lived to see
thedac in which I1 stand 1I am9 thank-
fulul to see the sons of these prophets
and apostles holding the holy priest-
hood in our day and generation I1 do
not believe the day will ever come
it is too late in the day in my opinion

when any elder in this church will
be called to stand before any two of
the apostles with us today and give
unto them the declaration that I1 gawgaie
unto the two apostles I1 have referred
to I1 do not think any of the apostles
will occupy that position I1 have faith
to believe that these men who bear
the apostleship will hold it and live
their religion they have been called
and ordained of god for this purpose
I1 do not think that one of them will
apostatize I1 believe they will be with
you and with this church while they
stand in the flesh true and faithful
to god

brother cannon has been laying be-
fore you something with regard to the
nation in which we live and what has
been said concerning it I1 am going
to bear my testimony to this assembly
if I1 never do it again in my life that
those men who laid the foundation of
this american government and signed
the declaration of independence were
bee best spirits the god of heaven

could find on the face of the earth
they were choice antspiritsrits not wicked
men general washington and all the
men that labored for the purpose were
inspired of the lord

another thing I1 am going to say
here because I1 have a right to say it
every one of those men that signed
the Declaradeclarationtinn of independence with
general washington called upon me
as an apostle of the lord jesus christ
in the temple at st george two con-
secutive nights and demanded at my
hands that I1 should go forth and at-
tend to the ordinances of the house of
god for them men are here I1 believe
that know of this brothers J D T
mcallister david FL cannon and

james G bleak brother
I1 baptized me for all those meninen andthen I1 told those brethren that I1itt wastheir duty to go into the temple andlabor until they had got endowmentsfor all of them they did it wouldthose spirits have called upon me asan 4
an elder in israel to perform thualin
work if they had not been noblespirits before god they would notI1 bear this testimony because it taintrue the spirit of god bore recordto myself and the brethren while Wtirowere laboring in that way I1

what has been said with regard tothis nation and to our position is conjcoming to pass all the powerscowets of earthand hell will not stay the hand otalmighty god in the fulfillment atthose great prophecies that haroha roto come to pass to prepare the war
for the coming of the son of M rfyou who have gathered here are
witnesses of this I1 feel as though ahw

inySMday has come when every elder anafevery latter day saint ought to stopand consider the position he is in suadthe covenants he has entered intothere anything on the face of the eaithat will pay you to depart fromEM toracles of god and from thechrist Is there anything thatnyy you to lose the principles ofto lose a part in the firstfirs rwith the privilege of sixstans
in the morning of the resu
clothed with glory Immor tantyand eternal life at the head 3your fathers house no there arfnothing I1 feel sorry many timtimes wanI1 see men who have the pre
forget almost that they have anyabwuaterest in the work of god

I1 feel to thank god that I1 haveas long as I1 have and to see as infmuas I1 have in ffulfillment of the woof the prophet of god his daysdayawfew the lives of great men have hstrange the idea of jesus christchrison of the living god only latlaboring10three years and a half in the miniminia tedand then he was put to deathhapostles too were put to death cwiwwihepting john the revelator and fessl
would have killed him itif they cooconsel
have done so he lived because godwanted him to live we live in tslast dispensation and in the midstI1 5
the great work that all the PPatrtrlartand prophets since god made ass
world have spoken of afflictions andbosl
tribulations await the world TOWdestroying angels have got their
sickles in their hands and they asgoing to reap the earth evera a5that has been spokenkenbyby the pprrc abw

tuot
under the inspiration of the EDghost will come to inpass the ggenerenention in which we live do not forestit ithaneI1 thank god we are as well aa WBMare that we have as many as we hamwho are united together in the
hood let us try to live our reido our duty and magnify our
while we are here the eyes ofofaheaven are over us the eyes of theworld are over us the eyes of haflangels are over us the lord hlooked upon us and upon the houseisrael to be saviors of the nanationalwe are here to fulfill these prin

I1 pray god my heavenly ratherthat as elders of israel and ablassaster day saints we may prize theathankprinciples and that we may dodc otteduty what time we spend here in thaflesh these apostles and anall thquorums of the priesthood have agreat work upon them every father
and mother hashag a great responsibilityresting upon them to redeem abw
dead do not neglect it you
have sorrow if you do any man i filwho neglects the redemption of acte
dead that he has power to officiate ar
here when you get to the other ride
of the veil if you have entered
these temples and redeemed a
genigenitorstors by the ordinances ag
house of god you will hold


