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founded on biblical truths proves be-
yond that the messiah
will come before the yearvear 1900 22

this may look like a contradiction
to those who seeme no difference between
the second advent the ushering in of
the millennium and the end of the
world but evidently totten
regards them as unconnected events
to occur at different periods also that
while he believes his calculations afis
correct he does not pretend to give
them as predictions of hisbla own

here are hisbis reckonings which we
reproduce for the benefit of persons
who take pleasure in such theories
with the remark that we take no stock
either in his notions about the meaning
of certain scriptural terms or inia his
conclusions deduced from his figures
and mathematics he says

A generation in the true biblical
sense is three score and tonten years 70
years and so the 57 generations traced
through the genealogies in the old testa-
ment equal years hence the fifty
eighth generation began with year
of the world the hours mentioned in
the vineyard parable are each years
multiplying these by the 12 hours we
have 1836 which added to equals

years of ttetue world and the coavecomple-
tion of the vineyard parable thehe

years since the birth ofcir
adam ill see the bridegroom
whojhc of course is none other than
christ himself now what is AM
in our A D years
the innocents of two years and younger
to be put to death and in a very shortabort
time after that the eclipse of the moon
took place it took place in the year
SM according to josephusJose and herod
died in that year too now herod limit-
ed hlahis order to children of two yearsyeara be-
cause about two years before that the
fungi informed him of the birthbirthonbir of the
savior so christ was born about two
yearsvears before the eclipse and the death of
kerodherod occurred two years before SM
that is now subtract birth of
christ from A M to fludfind the A
D year and you have 1899 A D or in
march 1899 theche bridegroom willwil come
and awaken the foolish virgins

it is clear from the sayings of the
savior that the times and the seasons
of the great occurrences mentioned
above wereivere not known by the writers
of the new testament scriptures
indeed he declared they were not
known even to him or to the angels
calculations then based upon their
writings must be simply guguesses of no
particular value to anybody and useful
only as mental exercisesexercise a

it tois not reasonable to think that the
writerswritera of the old testament books
knew any more about the times of those
events than the new testament
scribesoribes the angels and the redeemer
therefore prognostications based upon
the utterances of the old prophets must
have at least as slender a foundation as
those deduced from the sayings of
early christian writers

it follows then that without some
new revelation from the father in

whose knowledge these tinaa and
seasons are kept the day and the hour
will still be unknown to mortals and
only disappointment if nothing worse
will overtake those sanguine personspersona
who think they have ingenuity enough
to penetrate the divine secret

in the revelations through the mod-
ern prophet joseph smith the times
fixed for these grand eventsevent are littlelitile
more ddefinitelyeff bitely given than in the older
scriptures and if calculations weare
made upon such dates as are mentioned
therein the probabilities are that albl
lar mistakes will result asan those into
which biblical mathematical com-
mentatorsmentators have fallen

thatagat are we living in the days of
the coming of the son is a
fact established by ancient and modern
revelation and made clear by the
signs of the times 1 but the preciseprellso
dates of the great occurrences of the
last days are yet unknown to men and
it would be far better for devout people
to prepare themselves and help to pre-
pare others for the consummation to
come than to indulge in profitless
speculations as to days and hours and
horns and heads and the meaning of
obscure passages and words in ancient
or modern scripture

DEPEW AMONG THE MORMONS

M DEPEW the cele-
bratedberated after dinner orator hasbaa already
appeared in print with an account of his
trip to the west he returned to new
york on the of april and the
tribune of that city contained
a very lengthy account of his travels
and observations we do not propose
to inflict this upon our readers but as
he made brief mention of his call at
this city we refer to his remarks he
said probably one of the most inter-
esting disappointments is mormonism
at salt lake

the reason for this remark appears to
be that like other uninformed travel-
ers mr depew expected to see a new
brand of humanity and be able to pick
out polygamists from persons who are
limited to the luxury of one wife he
said further the first thing that the
traveler and his wife do on reaching
the hotel in salt lake city tois each to
give an excuse that they want to go out
shopping separately audand their shop
ping is an attempt to get an insight
into the domestic affairs of the much
married mormonscormonsMormons but under the
operation of the penal laws pawedpassed by
congressCongrers it no longer exists the
disappointment becomes interesting
when you study bul as a factor
in our american civilization eighty
per cent of the people in utah arean still
mormonscormonsMormons

the traveler and his wife who want
to get an insight into the domestic
affairs of the Mormormonmons will have to
take a didifferentTerent method to that pursued
by mr depew in the britt place they
must take a little more time and in
the second place what toie still more
important they must go among the

mormonscormonsMor mons themselves for informin forma
tion walking down main street
singly or in couples and listening to
the stories of the stuffer of travelers
will do very little towards getting an
insight into the domestic affairs of the
cormonsmormonsMor mons neither the club mans

gossip nor the backmans romancing
will enlighten strangers very much as
to the inner life of the people of

mr depew has improved a little on
the reports usually made as to the cost
of the temple which is commonly ex-
aggeratedag into two and a half or three
millions be says it has taken
of money to bring it to its present state
and thirty five years of time and fre
dietsdiet that it will be a monument for
the future of the marvelous power of
joseph smithsmita and brigham young and
the delusion of their followers we
think mr depew s remarks form
another monument of the marvellousmarcellousmarv ellous
power of continental tourists to
swallow the yarns spun for them by
deluding tellers

mr depew irif an enterentertainingtal ning speaker
and has a remarkable faculty for grasp
ing suggestions and ideas on questions
of the hour and formulating them
into sentences which attract and dazzle
for the moment he has said nothing
unkind about the mormonscormonsMor mons but at
the same time he has not added to the
stock of public information concerning
them however we are comforted
with the assurance that if the noted
orator and railway magnate will do us
little good he will certainly do us no
harmbarm

A WILD RELIGIOUS CRAZE

TH is in this issue a communi-
cation describing a remarkable relig-
ious craze that has appeared in in
diana the chief operators in it
claim to have power to confer the
holy ghost the services held by
them are attended by tremendous ex
citement and vociferous shouting so
great is the turbulence that the cor-
respondent states it can occasionally
be heard at a distance of several miles
from the place whence the poundsfounds
proceed

when these poor deluded people
imagine that the holy ghost has de-
scended upon them they are seized
with shaking and trembling of the
limbslimbo and finally fall into a trance


