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TRAVELING THROUGH SOUTHERN
TRAVELTAH INTO ARIZONA,

[FOURTH LETTER.]

ackberry we followed the
|lr£r3tm ltﬁ Atlantio and Pecifie rall-
wny eastward jor & distance of finy
miles to Aubery valley. There we
altrond and followed the valley

:)?ur.:]t:aeurppar Verde soutbward tuw sPus
Preecott. Qur routé most ol tbe way

h .a hiliy country covered
::?h :.;;l"‘oauruand pinion pine. We were
now falriy In the s‘l.ock-grow]ug din-
triots of Arizona. The vountry wae
covered with stouk hut barren of feed;
the lgng-continusdy drouth had drieu
up the pasturage auy B8 A result the
whole country wus covered with the
dried-up carcases of the cattle. Woives
were pumerous in this region, at-
tracted by the dend caltie. Acr night
they would prow! siouud our wagon
ADd Jenve thelr foolprints in the sand,
Son;elimes wien Lthey wquid appronch
too near uw, of their huwling would be-
come almost nnhearable, we would lake
down the rifle earefully and pointing
It out through the o0ver at some olject
mov ug wbuut i0 the darkness would
Pull the trigzer. Four an inslant there
Wuulg he s flash of fire, then u reyport,
und we could see Btreaks nf dust in
©Yery yirection, and hesar he sound of
hu")‘lng feel; then nll would be sti]l
agein,

I think there I8 some of the
must benutfful country between Aubrey
VYalioy sud Preecott that I ever raw.
The mountujows eink to Jow hili:, toe
higher krLobs sre covered Wwith ceudar
anv ploe, s J tne lower hillls and val.
leys with graws, The enil ls of the
richest, O, whuta ciuniry this wouild
Le §I there were ouly rains io the pro-
prrsvasons. And yel lhere arv raiod
ususlly enough Lo 1nrUTe EOOU Crups 1 f
their wilers were only stored sod bels
lu reserve unti) the Ury season, sbd
not sdlowed tu run off 1ute 1he rivers
Bpu Uo Bo koud, The cuuniry s eo
eltuated that reservoirs cuulu be vou-
structes slmost wnywbeie., Al thut
is becesenry fs u union vt elfort un the
part uf the peyple, nnd that wikn the
pressut inbalitapis is no mpus-ibliny.

Preee it was formerly s nlwing
camp and i8 s kept up largely by tne
Wenllh 1L reveives trom thut suurce,
It is milnsieu ju n parrow valey bigh
up among Kranite nide,  The climate
Is pleasnnt nou agreesvle. 1t was fur
mALY years the cupitul 0l Anzoua tut
the uevelopmeut of the svutbhern vul-
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leys removed the center of populstion
tbere und the caplinl wne obunged to
Pioeaix, Formeriy this was the bead-
quarters ul & large military district
uu. A lurgo number of troops were kept
there; but sluce Geroulme s nv mure
a0d e Apaches have ceuwsd tu be
troublesome, Uneie Bam hus taken his
headquarters to Denver,  Prescott has
sume rew nplee buildinge, The cournt
houee 8 vrriainly a erevit to the town,
Tue old smate house, and the distriet
achv 1 bulldiugs are cousplecuous ob.
Jecls wmong the wouden shecks hat
usualty conmijiute Lhe main element of
rn miplpg twwn, thougn there nre u
pumbe: ol fine urick and stone struc-
tures, To our fnquiry us tu whut kept
the towu up, & gentlemso replield;
‘‘Her qambliug uetis und prostitutes;’”
Aud alter walkluy over the town we
came ) the couciusion be Jid nul mise
it muchb,

From Prescott we touk the road for
Poosuix thut rups threugh the Ague
Fria valiey auua vown through the
Biack canyuvu. Toe ulsinnoe i about
11v miler, suu therv is plenty of water
10 weils al divlances frum teu Lo fifteen
miles sl sjung tbhe resad, -except be.
tween New river apy Pooenix, where
thers b o desert of tweuly-aix wiles to
orues. There 18 DU feed anywhere
alone the rosd except the bay Rept st
Lhe Blage sluligne, sud Lthat s usually
suld at 8 very handsome tigure, Graiu
eau alsu be bought st tne sstivne. Do
it vx peet Lo huy oal:—there are none
+0 this country, [ went into a slore ut
Priscott and . pied tor oata. ‘The olerk
sald they bad some, [ ivld him to put
e up suout 10U pounds sna 1 would
call sud get i, He pevmeu thunder-
atruck., **Mau,”’ sald he, “‘wnsl ure
vuu going tu with so much?? “‘Feed
1t tvu wmy buress,™ [ repled,
“Why, 1t wili kil them; horses
can’t  est  oats? I remarked,
thal they could 1 the country where L
came lrum, Well uu one bhere ever
neard of such ® Lhing ws tbat.?”? }
sikea him (v show DA® tue wulk, and
wheu he poinled Ly n few packayes on

s spsil laoehlled, *Qoaker QOuts,?’ [
wiiled. Barley is tbo gralp feed o
the country. I you waunt auyibjuw

else you must bring L with you fiom
Utab. ’

lbhe ocuvuntry betweon the Avue
Fira valley snd Now rniver is one of
tbe roughert 1 ever suw, Wo were
L id thut 1t would sheke 1be dust off
vur wagon, avu it diu. Op long eteep
bllle, snd down Jjunger anu steeper
ones, The road thruugh what they
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‘call the Black eanyon, though I didn’t
#es much of a canyon, 18 the roughest
We suw  on the eotire trip, It is a
puzzle to me o khow how the Blage
& Jd heavily loaded wagon ever get
over it, And yet it would not be n
Jitficult matter to make u goud road,
It would cost some muney, and A rf-
zona don’t seem to have much money
Lo spend in thut dlrection Just now,
But it does seem as though they would
keop up some semblance of & road be-
Lween the capital and one of the ghief
towns when Lhere t8 no other mode of
communicalion between them.

Deserted mining VRIps Bre quite
numerous in thispart of Arizons, We
83w one oo the mountaln avove Haok.
berry, s1 d anotber jost back of Big
Bug, Tbere were' the wmlls, the
sloreg, toarding houser, and homes of
the minere, all veserted. No smoke
curled upwarde from the many chim-
ueys, Do familiar form wae seen on the
wirees, no sound bruke the rtillbess of
the summer aflernoon—all was s
quiet 58 Lhe Burrounding deeert,

Ou the evening of the 17th of July
we ramped on & bill, about eix miles
south of Big Bug. We were pow
rapldly spproaching the hot reglon
aguln.  Way off 1o the svuth we couly
Aew fsolated mountain peaks which we
knew overlooked the hot barren
vulleys. We Woure bearne the Jjump-
Ing-uff pluce where we wouly dercend.
{ro.n the inountain tu the piain,

Auviber phass of the old civilization
is found in this vieininty, Qo the topa
of the most prominent peaks nre ruins
«f houses thal seem (o have beuen
erected

88  watch towere, and
B small yuard svemr 10 have
beeu kept 1n them fur thut pur-
puse, Old prospectors twld us that

they ihad #een them o0 all the most
t FToMineny peaks; that the buildings
were long since reduced to ruins, but
that tbey cuuld ye. see traces of the
places where the rignat fres were
lighted. 1t seems probable that the
fame methods were pursued here na
were pursurd by the Incas way off 1n
Peru, In that counry watch Lowera
were ereoted and guards maln|ajeed
o0 the promiuent peaks alo » I-Ee
routes frum which fovaston wus ex-
proted. The guard who first caught
slight of the juvadiog army would
light hisslunal fire 80 that it could he
sven by the guard on the next jeak,
nOd he in lurp wou'd warn the nex|
uptil the sl al wae seen by the peoph;
in the walley. Tuus they wouid re-
colve juformation of the coming of a



