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/' THE TLAWS AND THE
8 - COMMISSIONERS.

Wi publish, in aoother. eolumn, the
opinion of District Attorney Dickson
on the questions propounded to the
Utah Commission by Connsel for the
Yeople’s Purty. We have published
the brief presented by the latter
through F.S. Richards, Esq., and also
the reply of Commissioners Ramsey
aod Carlton. We will now make a few
remarks on the Attorney's opinion.

The answer of Mr. Dickson must not
be viewed as an authorntstive docu-
mont, Itis notsa judiclal decision, it
18 simply, a lawyer’s oplaion. It is
valuable therefore only so farasitis
correct, and then but as the vew of
&n oilicial who is supposed to be on the
Federal side of an argument ia which
Federal officlals are agninst the People
of the Territory. It has the merit of
conciseness and persplcuily. It deals
with the two questions- at issue in
straightforward and manly style. An
ordinary mind can understand hiscon-
clusions and also the reasons he ad-
vances for'them, He does not resort
to casulstry nor attempt to confuse by
ambiguous language.

Mr. Dickson concedes that the pres-
ence on & ballot of the names eof of-

ficers not to be voted for, does not and

cannsat naullify or vitiate the ballot so
far as It names officers that are to be
voted for. This Is the position we
' took last year when the Commissioners
decided otherwise and issued their
order preventing the counting of such
ballots, and as we have all slong main-
tained. 1t is an accord with legal pre-
cedent and harm onious  with pldn
COmmon sense.

On the question of the election of
certain Territorial officers, Mr. Dick-
801 opposes the argument of Counsel
for the People’s Party. -He contends
that the Territorial officers are not
elective, but must be filled by the ap-
pointment of the Governor with tiHe
Legislative Council. There is nothing
‘mew In this, It has been argued msny
tijnes. Mr, Dickson relies, for his
opinion, entirely ou the Seventh Sec-
tion of the Orgamic Act. Lawvers
differ in thelr gomstructions of, the
¢lause vpon which he dépends, and al-
though the - Bapreme Couart of
the United States has na’ eon-
sidered  &he . question dispute
' dipectly, ytt it has hﬁh‘nclly pro-
nounced 'ugainst ‘Mr. Dickson's inter-
pretation.  All this and other simllar
arguinents have been set forth in the
brief of Counsel for the Pebple's Party,
as well as in ‘numerous articles in this
paper, uu.l may be spummarized as fol-
lows:

mﬂermt epiniond exlsting m to the
cxset meaning of the elduse In the

Urganic Aet relating to other offices |

than district, county and precinct offi-
ces, and .ths Legislature belng en-
dowed with power over afl righttal
subjects of legislation _ptm
specified " hjects,
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sting certain Territorial , pro-
vided for the, means 9!1 ling thew,
accordiag to a princlple penerslly uc-

knowledged—that the power which
uqtes 3 ol e .L,! Tur the
fiting 1t -e% pmﬂh-
tug for Qliing tiese ofi:es createsd by
the Legiglatnre were duiy sinad by
the respective Gowernors i atlice a4
‘the time,| and have becn- ulully ia

force ior ears, LonElt:=e has
not wd The of-
ficers elected under | them . have |
acted in their menﬂ umlﬂn.
The Supreme Court of the Ualted
States has sustained soms of them in
their offices after the wery guestioa |
‘now in dispute was as ano0b-

jection. The claust ﬁ-m

S e AR S

Coart ruled agatnst the view e

taken by those who cited_it, which Is
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officers to be elected? From the laws of
the Territory. ' Noman or set of men

the notice required by law. No man
or set of men mnow have the nght
to forbid the registration officer
to doso. Ie is required by law to
give notice of an election for those of-
fices which the laws make elective.
Among them asre certsin Territorial

ths notlce, they would have been in-
cluded. Cleariy they ought hbein«
cluded now.

But the Commissioners said they
were not to be voted for. Exactly.
And that is where they put their foot
in it. They had no authority to do
anything aboatit. If they had, please
point out the clawse in the law that
gave them the power., It cannot be
found. They had no more right
to  pronounce opon it than

"had -a dry goods firm or a

quintette of farmers or mechanics.
It mav be said the Commissioners
believe the laws for the election of
Territorial officers are vold. We do
not dispute that. But we do dispute
thelr right to declde the question. We
sgy this is & matter for the courts to
settle, not the Commissioners. We
sy they have no right to pronounce
upon it at all, They have neither the
right to dedide whether the local laws
are valid or to Instruct the Registra-
tion Officer as to their valldity, and we
challenge proof to the contrary. We
say they have no lawful pcwers but

legnl  light can  show up
thwe least color of judicial authority in

pretended to do so. He has prudently

conflned himself to the two questions
propounded to him. And éven If his

views are eotirely correct, the Com-
missioners remafn where they were;
they have assumed & position for which
there is not & line of lJaw or a shadow
of authority.

It may be asked, why then K pay any
aitention to them? The answer ls, the
election officers receive their appoint-
ment from the Commissloners snd
wiil be gulded by thelr instructions,
law or no law, and The People are at
present left to a certaln extent power-
less. Time, determination sod the
Courts will no doubt put these crooked
matters straight. Meanwhile, The
People should take a wise course, be
ready to perform thelr duty as citizens,
kecp up the unmity that now prevails,

rights and always go to the polls on
election days to vote for such officers

Ticket.
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from It, and leaves the Individual
alone.

Weholdit'to be a truth that the
most perfect government concelvable
would be more or less practically in-—
operative where the people are viclous

upright, intelligent and moral people
would refuse to be governed for aay

length of time by an intrinsically er-
roncous and hurtful governmental sys-
tem. No fault, lor instance, can be
found with the form existing in this
pstion, yet the most gmm wrongs
are perpetrated under it, the conse-
quence being that 1éform Is now the
fuvorite political battle cry. Were the
natiou rightedus the barmony between |
t&epcop!eud the glorious form of
rale would be complete.

. Soclalism in its extremoer phases as-
serts that all omulution should be

abalished becanse of v?-o’
missible under it. thout or-

zanized form socie ry would be chaotic
FPermanent and iasured reform must be-
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Nine of the Edmunds Act, and neither
Attorney Dickson nor any oOther

that section. The gentleman has not |a
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In neither of these coses was  the

tothe mode of fiiling Terri-
WAS not

be ready to contend lawfully for their

as are nominated on the People's

Socrarisy in tta extremest phases is| tact
making rapid strides in the world. It
alms to cure the radical wrongs which
corrode the social structure, It will
fall short of its object because it begins
operations at the wrong end. The as- C
sanlts are made upon the organism of
society, in the hope of cradicating evils
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