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a 7 THE blacksmiths SONG

through thetho casement roseate dawn
LawhamAlready steals with cheering ray

letslees to the forgo and wake thothe morn
with bofboibokbopinousirousrous voice and jocund layl

bellowsmellows blow andond
benbenibelllbelil1 the glowing metal

hammeryhammer fallfall with telling
sing to my anvilsR vlra morrymerry tune

pong pong
strike while thothe irons hotl

stroke my hammehammer rings
strike bardl stis sortor your chubby boybor

who to hisbis mother fondly clings
and frillstrilla hiahla cooing note ol01 joy

J
thanks to the sweat that bathesbathea my facesface

irheuboiho paths of learbinglearning he shallbhail tread
randjand knowleknowledgeago make her dwelling place

within my darlInglairalair young headbeadi

labor unto the heart gives easecase
and wiilwill quique dailydally bread supply

i
it decks thetho charcharmsins of my Theghethereseresesreset

my wifewise my household dentyl

our handshanda worevere never formed to make
muskets or biadosblades boltsboits or chainsV

godod gave us arms for labors sake
our mindaminds hohe foefor loveslovo markwork orda insiinsl

now all who day by daydays pursue
hopebopes some cherished glielleni

ibidid teatedheertsarts who havebave buthut jower In view
1 younyoung heartsars who loves soft eailcall attend
1youyoug who would wield the pen or sword

sages and toolsfools peasants and kings

alII111 succeed take aswll tbl rd
of what my anvil rings 9

fatfsr
vf pong pongpoagpong honsl 1

rthehe irons hotlhott i
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turTHE lemacks which have been made
a by brother orson pratt have no

doubt been listened to with great at-
t tennontendon and with a feeling of delight
bibbybil thosedge who have heard them it
is indeed a very great pleasure to
have him initi ourout midst once more
and especially to listen to the sound

oghigof his voice to hear the testimony
that he still bears to the work of

Igod it iais probable that todayto day
orson pratt is the oldest

aaksittlivingliving member of the church and
e certainly there iil no man in the

church who has labored longer and
Dmoremora diligently and with a greatgreaterer

of self saesapsacrifice in proclaiming
its principles in defending it and
in1141 advocating the cause of god in

7 twethe alast of the earthdarth and ihono
doubt as hebe has said the feitferventcnt
prayers of the latter day saints

chavenavehave been offered up withoutceasing
throughout all our valleys and injn
all our settlementsettlementsss and in everyevery
dwelling place unto god the eter

gnalanalanai father in his behalf that his
wiliieVol lifeilfe might be spared that his health

jji mightbight be again restored to hilmhim that
thehe might have the privilege of

claiming I1 he word of the lord unto
thetha people I1 trust that these

will still be offered up that
faith will be exercised in his behalf

f thpt the desire of his heart mayanay be
I1Kekk granted unto himfeim for I1 know that

there is no desire aoso strong ina his
breast as that which he hashits ex-
pressed the desire to proclaprociaproclaimlq tilthe
truth and bowinto win soulsbouls unto christ
and to help establish that zion of
which god has laid the foundation
it is indeed encouraging to listen to
tlethatie voice of a man who has had his
experience and to witness the un
flinching zeal that he adill possesses
for the work of the lord I1 feltfelo as

VsF though I1 did not want to say one
warddid ifi I1 could have hnanswered my
S own feelings after he had con
deludedciuelueludedcluded I1 would much rather hahaveve
ide leuchlilefthishii remarks to be pondered uponn

by the people than to have said one
myself but as there is time

remaining and we have come to
5 iether for the purpose of partaking
4 sacrament and worshippingshippingwor

our god it is nonott improper that that
time should be occupied
f brother pratt has alludedalludedl in brief

r tetermsr1nishis to the revelations which god
agavegave unto his servant joseph smithemith

the of mormon or
throughF the plates upon rwhichaich that

4 record was todayto day therotheto is
no greater stumbling bidek

jnet e waway of the leopleleopie1 eople regarding
e latterit day work than this record

EV ry thing has been done thatthai could
a9 done to the

the understanding of thothe children
of rmengen concerning the book of moralor

mbamiamonmoo every conceivable falsehood
almost has been put into circulation
concerning the origin of that work
and the inhabitants of the earth
have been led to believe that it is
one of the greatest imposturesposturesim that
was ever palmed upon mankind

name mormon hasbag been
applied in consequence of this in
derision to usbs because of our bellefbelief
in that work I1 have many times
been reminded of the falsehood that
was almedpalmedaimed upon the people by the
phariseesPharis ees concerning the resurrec-
tion of jesus christ they would
not believe that most momentous
event in that generation though
borne testimony to by livinlivingg wit-
nesses they declared that his
apostles or disciples had stolen the
body that he had not been resur-
rected and that false belief
current in that generalgenerationionlon and waswag
unacceptedan accepted theory concernconcerningin g the
founder of the christianchristion religionign
and the whole world deemed them-
selves Jujustifiedstifled speaking now in
general terms in rejecting jesusjesua as
the biessBlessmessiahlah and hishia diecidisciplesplespies as the

i apostles of god and yet todayto daydriy it is
the belief of christendom A man
who doubts that the savior edgwarwas res-
urrected the third day from death
isis looked upon as unworthy of that
holy name the name of christian
bogo beliefs changchangedandwandand misropleentare enta
flonlion and falsehood fade away aoa time
passes onoil and truth is received and
accepted and the day will yet come

and itisit is not very far distant when
weue speak about it in comparison
with this event to which I1 have al-
luded when thibthis Book of mormon

connected re-
ceived and accepted that isiss all the
truth as the truth of abethe living
god for the reason that it is true
and that god himself is its author
for that reason and for that reason
alone the time will come and as I1
have saiditis not far distant though
it may seem very presumptuous to
make such a statement when this
record will be accepted as the bible
is now accepted as a book of divine
origin and that it has been revealed
through the ministrations and
agency of holy angels we accept
the bible todayto day without a question
lutatthat is those of us who believe in
jesus christ and in god there is
notnit a living witness to substantiate
its truth we accept it because our
fathers and our mothers and our
teachers from our earliest days have
taught us that it is true that it is
the word of gdgod and among protes-
tants a belief inin its sacredness that
I1 am rorrysorry to sayeay Is fading away in
many circles warwai general the bi
ble waywa accepted after the reforma-
tion as infallible it took the place of
tho infallibility of the pope and
yet as I1 have said thetherere is not a
single living witness whose testi-
mony has come down to us authen-
ticatedtica teilteti respecting its divinity and
in fact it is BOso open to attack that
theretheir are thousands who deem them-
selves justified because of the in
sufficiencylencyleney of the testimony and the
conflict between statements which
it contains in rejecting it as the
word of god but in the case of
the book of mormon tineothree wit
nesnessnesbes in additionadd ionlon to the man who
waswag chosen of god to translate it
testify in the most solemn manner
that an holy angel came and exhib-
ited the plates and tetestifiedstifled to them
that it was of god we have heard
thothosee living witnesses ilearbear testi-
mony to this and though they be
camecime alienated from joseph smith
afterwards though every one of
them afterwards left the church

ofor differences that they had
with members of the church and
becbecauseausieausle fellowship was withdrawn
from them in consequence of acts
of rebellion yet all three men main

testimony uriurlunflinching-
ly

flinching
two of themthein being dead when

they came back to llelietheile church as
they had done before and as they
did during their alienation from the
church that the book of mormon
was true that they had seen an
angelnn gel and that that angellhad tes
tilledtined to them that this was the
work of god one of theethese wit-
nesses is still living and though not
connected with the church he still
bears testimony and publishes it
we see it frequently in the news-
papers confirming that which he
had written constantly hearingbearing tes-
timony tintounto all with whom helie iaa
1broughtrou cht in contact and who make
inquiry of him concerning this mal
ter when I1 was a loyboy I1 heard it
stated concerning oliver cowdery
that afar he left the church he
practise ci lawjaw and upon one occasion
in a court in ohio tiletho op osingDg
counsel thought he would say some-
thing that would overwhelm oliver
cowdery and in reply to him in higillg
argument he alluded to him as the
man that had testified and hadbad writ

ten that he had beheld an angel of
godgodanaard that angel hadbad shown unto
him the plates from which the book
of mormon waswaa translated he
supposed of course that it would
cover him with confusion because
oliver cowdery then made no pro-
fession of being a mormon or a
latter day saint but instead of be-
ing affected by it in this manner
behe arose in the court and in bisbig re-
ply stated that whatever bisbig faults
and weaknesses might be the1 testi-
mony which he had written and
which he had given to the world
waswag literally trtruellelie

besides the three witnesses who
saw an angel and handled the plates
there were eight others who nedBed
also xuifri the mostmoat solemn manner
that though not shown the plates
by an angel they were leown the
plateslates by joseph smith that they
hefted the plates that they han-
dled them that they examined
thefil that they appeared to be of
ancient workmanship that they saw
the characters upon them which
were curious and theethese eight men
have testified to this making in all
twelve witnesses many of whom
we have known but ifjf this were
the only testeetestimony concerning this
work I1 myself would have I1 might
say comparatively slight faith ini it
it would have weight of courcoursese
the testimony of men of character
men who testify solemnly to any faettfact
always did have weight with mme46

I1I1 suppose such testimony has weight
with all men more or less according

i to the credibility of the witnesses
but there arearc evidences in this work
itself otof its divinity it is the inter-
nal evidence which the book of
mormon containscontain that bearsbeara testi-
mony of it if joseph smiths
claims as a prophet of bod had no
other foundation than that which
this book furnishes then there is
foundation enough for him to rank
as one oafoar the greatest prophets that
has ever lived upon the face of the
earth there were predictions re-
corded in this book and published to
the world in the winter of 1829 and
1830 which aroara being fulfilled to-
day and which have been fulfillfulfilleded
or have been in process of fulfillmentfulfilment
since the day that thevie work waswaa is
sued from the press therothere iais
scarcely a thing connected with the
movement of the latter day saints
that has not been foreshadowedshadowedfore in
the book of 11urmon the way in
which the work should be received
the manner in which it should be
treated I1 mean this organization
this church the manner in which
the world would receive it the man-
ner which they would receive
the record hat is the book the ex-
pressionspres which thythey should uleuse icon
berning it had all been described in
thothe greatest plainness before the
church itself waswag organized eveaeven 0too
the gathering of thetho people together
to which brother pratt has alluded
asiks bebeingingaoeo wonderful a work and it
may baidabaldsbebaldasaidsald s phenomenal a work
in its character for the gathering
out of this people called latter day
saints finormhornorn every nation is a phe-
nomenal work the bringing them
to these mountains their organiza-
tion throughout these valleys the
union the love and the peace which
prevail among them are all phe-
nomenal in their character thi
book of mormon before there waswa8
a church organized before it had
an existence foreshadowedshadowedfore ingreamin great
plainness that a people would be
gathered together from the nations
of the earth and it hashag also deridd
tomstous what their fate be how
they would be driven and mobbed
and how they would be compelled
to flee into the wildernwildernessesq as we did
flee there is scarcely a thing aas I1
have said connected with this
Churchurchcli or its history that has not
been alluded to with greater or less
plainness but especially the rejec-
tion of the gospel by the nations and
the treatment that those who es-
poused it would receive this book
was published too at a time when
it was the proud boast of every
Alneamericanrican c that religious libjib
arty wiuswits universal wherever the stars
and stripes waved when such a
thing as religious persecution wagwas
unknown when every man couldcowd
worship god without let or hin-
drance according to the dictates of
his own conscience when such a
thing as nsna driving men
and women from their homes burn
ing their houses destroying their
property or anything connected
with these hadbad never been
witnessed iniu thotha republicHepublic yet
god through this record revealed
inin great plainness that such wouldwohld
be thomase when this church should
be organized and this was published
aaas I1 have said before the church
had an existence upon the earth it
aisoalso testified what the fate of joseph

smith should be it alluded to the
persecution that liehe should receive
it described how he ahoushouldid be treated
by hlahia enemies these things were
betset northforth and can tebe found within
the pages of this book and also many
events thabthat havebave not yet transpired
but that will transpire joseph
smith has made predictions hundand
they are embodied ininthisthis book I1
myray helie hah a made them that Is god
chose him as an instrument to bring
thetheethesese predictions to tight concern-
ing the remtemremnantsnants that are left iniry

the fndiaindia s now it is the
genigerielaletal opinion and it has been tilethe
opinion entertained far many years
that the would disdeapap
pear that theytho 0 be wiped out
from the facoface of the land that they
would disappeardisa as the buffalo have
disappeared ed and that it would only
take a very short time until they
would be obliterated if there I1ia
any oneoue opinion that is general in
our landjand among the people in ourout
republic this todayto day is tilethe general
opinion concerning the red nianhianmanalan
of course there may be some who
entertalttali a different opinion but
they are so few that they can scarcely
be notnoticedleedyleeds certainlyj they cannot bfbr
heard even choso who advocate
and espouse the cause of the red
man and look upon his raceincelaccasas ter
bibly wronged see no hope for him
in the great future butbutLebellevebelievelieve that
he must dimpdisappearpear before the march
f civilization and the increase of

the palefacespalepaie faces now joseph smith
has predicted in this book of mor
mon the epryvery opposite of this and
the world will yet see and know for
themselves whether he is a true
prophet or not concerning tillsthis
thisthia book of mormon with its prom
aises is to a very great extent based
upon the idea and the view that
there is a future for the red man of
this continent and that they will
at some time becohecomean enlightened
people and be redeemed from their
present condition

now if joseph smith had chosen
to have said something nsas tinan impos-
tor that would have suited the peo-
ple he would never have published
thethe promises which this book con-
tains

on
concerning th elored kanjman he

would never have thouthoughtwiltglit of such iia
thing because the whole current of
thouthoughtht even aads early as the days
of hisbig childhood was in a dlfdiflerent
direction but inspired of god he
made these predictions and they
are left on record like thetile other pre-
dictions to which I1 have alluded and
they will be fulfilled lus- asjusas sure as
god has spoken and it iaIs in con-
sequence ofor our entertaining thesetheme
views that we have been accused ol01
having endue sympathy with the
red man because we have bellbelibelievedeved
that they were human beings that
they hadbad souls to be eavesave 1 and have
felt to treat them with that kindness
which we think is due to everyevers man
thathat stands in thetho form of god

whatever his race or color may bp
hewerhenerwhhf nerther black or red yellow or
white because we hayohnyp taken thle
co rge and entertain these views
we have been accused thousands of
times of having undue aysy apathy
with the indiansindiana and sometimes of
rendering them aid in their depre-
dationsdadationsrons in our valleys and through-
out our m ns an indian has
been as safe as helie would be in the
niest of hishia tribe we have fed

them we havehime clothed them weve
have endeavored to elevate them we
have treated them kindly we havebave
thought that a man who would shed
thetb e blood of an indian would receive
as severefevere condemnation and punish-
ment asvs if lie weree to shed
the blood ofaof a white man we have
alo endeavored to teachteaell the people
this idea and the consequencecoucohsequence is
that travel where our people may if
it be known that they are the peo-
ple of utah they can travel with a
degree of safety that no one eistelsi
can because lorfor these thirty four
years in these mountains we havhavee
pursued this policy not to0o aid them
in thein attacks upon the whiteswhiles
but on the contrary to persuapersuadei0
them and in fact we have endeav-
ored by force of arms to prevent
them from doing such things when
they have resolved to go uponuronurunonon the
warpathkarpathwarpath we have invariably saidsald
to them you cannot commit a
greater crimeerime than to shed the blood
of your fellowmenfel whether it beofbe of
your own race or any other race
our influence has been to maintain
peace to endeavor to reclaim them
from their degradedsidedtided and indigent
condition and teachleach them industri-
ous hhabits and those arts which
would elevate them from their deg
radation the book of n has
had that influence with tifsr and as
I1 have said there are promises conrcon-
nected with it which willwllietyet behe ful-
filled and which will establish evenevellmaremoremoro than it iais already established

9
the truth of whitI havehaye said that
joseph waswaa a mamann kaskinspiredgd of god I1

and that he spoke by the inspiration
of the almighty y ws r wI1 know that it is very fashionable

we have experiencexperiencedpd htwetwe knowk now
about it to decrydeery everything that
is not popular in every age of the
world the men who have laidlaid the
foundation of formationsre who
havehaym endeavored to ateaaten thetike public
current and to mark out a painpath dif-
ferent from that trod jenen by the ma-
jority of mankind the most
bitter opposition5 to contend with
they have had everything to6domeetmeet
and intiff many instanceinstances6 have had to
lay downtown their llvy in y of
the truth 0 that which they were
dohig and we are iiiilitijw exception to
ibisthis rulenule our pathway been
markedmarliehliEu from the beginning with
sufferingssunneBufferings from this causecaust and we
may expect that it will continue to
be we need not look for aidtanythingninghing
else ourmir relirellreligion isa anah unpopularular
one and we might possess aaj tthehe
virtue of the angels
be obscured by the misrepresenta
eions and the clouds of calumny
thatthataioare raised against us our vir-
tues are lost afflit of ry
and godglodg od gdalqualitiesitle which have
mademadethisthis land sos beautiful those
qualities which haxehave been the beanimeans
in he hands of gododd ofor jfclaiming
chii land fromfroh its desert condition
and peoplingg it and making the
valleys resound with the in-
dustry and tifilo homes
in it from north th and from
east to west teiei practice or tem nerper
and virtue andlind thosethos eotherother qualitiesquai flieg
which characterize this people are
entirely lost bighteight

i of becausebecayse in the I1

opinion of the mmajority we are here
ticic vvewe adhere to a reifrelfbeligong that is
asis theythybeilebelfebelievebellevebelle vp or as they assert
an imposture and bebau e of this
they aresire ready to dodd eiithv ith us as thejesversaers did wilb the saviorStivjoiloi and with
thosethoe who helibeilbelievedevad in Hs divine I1

mission nevertheless this being
I1

the truth i must prevail therethem
heed not bethe allyany 6ur minds 1

fo iji lidordo notinote
believe that or Ot peo i

Ppie cahcab biabeuhl jnin 0 f thethet
globe who havenaveVlve the fatbigej ofor seise i

and calm andaud who
haehave lessles apprehension concerning
thether rulurefuture tuathathann bahavethehavebave the latter dydu
saints who dwell throughout thesethes
valley 4 of the rockybocky mountainsMountaluseinai I1Is
do not believebellevejael leve another people can be
found lloilothe feelings I1 desdeg i
cribe and whenwhew tha clouds have
been darkest when everything apapi j
feared to fareforeshadowshadow the destruction
oiof theahe people when it seemed aias
though all earth was raised againsteven
UPus herefilere has never been alime eveneved
duriaduringg those barki boure that thertilen
bashas been any quaiquailingquailinglinginin oc biear
or feelings of the diky sainconcerning the future they knoknod
that god reigns thatthai this aa hilihillhiihit
work that he has laid the found
tiontiou totlot it and that cewillhe will prepreserveserveland make it triumph in the earth
that he has sustained every manmari 1

woman and to thithis
churchchuich from thetiie beginning chev

I1

mobs have descended hikinhilinbiupionibnkin us like
I1an avalanche and when allaliallthatile

evils that they have wrought liast
come upon the people even then
there has been no flinching no I1

ering of thee hands no shakingshaki ig of0
thithe kneeee no quailingquailing of the hearlheartheard
but llailacalmlylinly reposing the prom-
ises bf god tuetile people have been

bussuscaludta iudlud and have gone forward
rejoicing that they were counte
worthy

i
to liba eilfnumbered among the

sainhainsaintsti of god been the
feelingreeling it is lodaytodaylototodaylodayday imd notwith
standingg that threats of the most
fefearful character havehaele been iulalimi 1

bated againbuisstis from time to time
1

alidarid the pres hashag bomecome outbut with too
great irnauna for its credit suzsug-
gesting euely manlier ofif scheme roto
exterminate us notwithstanding i

allali this the latter dyday saints I1 be-
lieve of allnil ibethe beube dobb thehe face
of the earearthth have badhad taire peace
in their hearts havohave had more pencepeace
in their habitations hayehave had more
confidence and less iiapprehension
concerning the future hanbrnbanwag any other
people tu lbbe found uuponpoffpofi tteitetie face of
this ejde globe gogp where youtou will
to nindfind them and why bathisjaIs this
cohoh says one itlit is your canaiifanoan ati
clamcism you are an enthusiastic fa-
natical raceof peonie your leaders
are shrewd men rudaud the rest of the
people are thtiletiiee dupes of buur
ture souyou exercise apaj influence over
them you blind their minds and
ththeyey are led by you becabecauseiisetise you are
shrewder than they this is the
common of opinion re-
spectingspeckingspectingg usila it rshows howbowhow ignor-
ant mankind ararenareve concerning this
work there is nofanot a faithful mangmankman
there is not a faithful diomahwoman wh
crossed wetire mississippi riverniven whenbe
driydriveneu from illinois buthutburfeltbu feitfelifelt sminq


