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DECLARATION.

Ag rumors have been circulated and
published, accusing the Presidency of
tbe Church of Jesus Christ of Lalter-
day Baints with interference in politi-
cal affairs,ro a9 to control eiectiong and
to direct membera of the Church as to
which political party they should sup-
port, we hereby declare theze rumors
to be false and without foundation in
fact. We emphatically deny that we,
or wither of us, authorized Mr. George
F. Gibba or any other person or persons
touse our names 80 as to influence
cltizens to vote the Republican ticket,

at Logan or elsewhere. It our
names have been used in any
such way, it has been entirely

without permissiou from us, and we
hereby condemun it ar wrong and re-
prebensible. If we have any desire
in this matter itis that the people of
this TerMtory shall study well the prin-
eiples of both the great national par-
ties, and then choose which they will
joln, freely, voluntarily and honestly,
from personal conviction, and then
stand by it in all honor asd slucerily.
Each party should have the same
rights, privileges and opportunities as
the other. If any man claima that it
is the wish of the First Presidency that
a Democrat shal! vote the Republican
ticket, or & Republican the Democra-

tie ticket, let all people know
that he 18 endeavoring to decelve
the publie apd has no authority

of that kind from ue. We have ro
disposition to direct in these matters,
but proclaim that, as tar s we are gon-
cerned, the members of this Church
are entirely and perfectly free in all
political affairs. But they should not
indulge in in jll-feelling or personalities.
Prepident George Q. Cannon is absent,
but we are sure that if he were here he
would sign this declaration with us.
WILFORD W OODRUFF,
JoseEpn F. Baith,
Of the Presidency of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-dey Bainfs.
- o

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

No good purpose can be served Ly
keeping up a feeling of irritation over
the digpute between the Qovernor and
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the Legislature. And it certainly
will not be any benefit to either to,
mierepresent the facts whether they
are likely to cnt one way or another.
It is wrong to sbuse the Governor, to
attribute improper motives to him
without sufficient cause, ,or to mis-
represent bim in any way. The same
remarks apply in reference to the
Liegislature.

The Governor has vetoed several
bille which, in the opinion of the
majority of the people and of their rep-
resentatives, were exg¢ellent measures,
It I8 poesibie that the Governor honest-
ly differed from the viewsof the peo-
ple in regard to them, We believe
that in some respects he was mistaken;
notably ss to the metropolitan biil, the
elections biil, the World?s Fair hill and
some others. In the matter of the
sheep hill we believe he was right. Bo
with some other measures which were
amended at his suggestion, He should
have credit for his action in those mat-
ters. And where he can be accredited
with proper motives, even if he erred
in judgment, Jusiice should be done,
and he ought not to be berated or
maligned.

On the other hand, the legialators
endeavored to perforin their duty ac-
cording to their best understand-
ing, It wonid ke unfair to say
they made no mistakes. The daif-
ferences of opinion between the two
Houses show that neither was infalli-
ble. We believe they passed some
measures that had better havebesn kill-
ed and killed others that ought to have
been passed, What then? Other
legisiative bodies have done the same,
and perfection is not to be expected on
this planet at present.

But the great bone of contention be-
tween the Legisiature and the Gover-
nor, was the World’s Fair hill. This
involved a principle, and therefore the

mere maiter of making a show at

Chicago fades in importance before

the. greater issue. Representation
can be had if the people
wapt it. Mouey enough can

be raised by private subscription, no
doubt, unless§ the gquestion of who ir
to expend it looms up again uufavor-
ably in the way. Butthe right of the
Legislature to appoint the spenders of
money appropriated for a special pur-
pose, is one that owght to be main-
tained even at the expense of a desira-
ble but minor matter.

The long fouvht issue over section
geven of the Organic Act was settled
by the court of last resort. All Terri-
torial officers are to be pominated by
the Governor and appointed by him
and the Legieluti ve é‘uuncil. No one
pow dispntes that. The Legislature
appropriated $50,000 for Utal’s repre-
sentalion at the World’s Fair and
named the persops who were lo ex-
pend the money. The Guvernor ve-
toed the bill because he was not
left free to make these appointments.
The (uestion wuas, were these commis-
sioners to spend tbls money otficers
under the Ia - s of the Territory, Law-
yers, judges, legiglators, men of uuder-
standing in all classes uuited insaying
“ng,” when the question was put to
them. But still the Governor persisted
in claimiug the right to sppuint the
co]mmisuionera, and would not sign the
bill,

To say, then, that the Legislature

killed the bill is ruuk and reckless

falsehood. The respousibility rests
upon the Governor, We believe he
made a big blunder. We dosnot think
he had the slightest ground for his
positlon. But he conceived the idea,
or had it put into his mind by bad
advisers, that the Legislature intended
to insuit bim by naming these com-
miesionere, and he determined to re-
sent that action. If such feelings 1n-
apired bis veto of the bill, the motive
was wrong. In any event, the veto
was ill-advised and inconsistent with
bis approval of the appoiutment by the
Legislatureof a board to spend money
appropriated for the Agricultural Col-
lege butldings.

We think the Governor bas power
enough under the Orgnnic Act—too
much on democratic or republican
principles, without trying to stretch it
to cover new grouud and encroach on
the rights of the people. If the Legls-
iature had felt any doubt as to the Gov-
ernor’s rightain this matter they would
have glven hlm the bepefit of it.
But they had none. Neither have
noost men who have looked up this
matter with a real Jesire to arrive at
the truth, And if he could walve his
claim in one cace for thesake of peace
he couid have done it in the other. If
the appropriztion for the A gricultural
College ir legal although the meu to
spendy it are named by the Legislature,
then the appropriation for the World?’s
Fair would have been legally ex-
pended on the same principle.

It is of no uee to call names and try
to make out that the Legisiature
killed the World’s Fair bill. The
Governor killed it with his little wveto,
and is net able to bring forward any-
thing like a valid legal argument to
sustain his action. The bill was apsas-
pinated, not lawfully eslain. Let the
responsihility rest where it undoubted-
|y belongs.

——

THE LEGISLATURE AND THE
GOVERNOR.

THE organ of the overnor and of
the **Liberal’’ faction s in a- terrible
state of fury. That is, terrible to iteelf
but impotent as to the public. Its
ravings oVer the stand taken hy the

Legielature in regard to certain appro-

priations are pitiable, and denote a
f‘powerful weshnees’ of mind equal
to the cospicuous fnsubstantiality of
its cause of anger.

The old inane cry of ‘‘disloyalty??
and ‘‘rebellion’’ is raised against the
Legislature, now defuuct. On what
ground? Why, the majority decided
that for the expenditure of money
appropriated for representation at the
World’s Falr, and for the erection and
improvement of bnildings for the Ag-
ricultural College, certaln persons, des-
ignated by the Legislature, should be
appointed who would be Bure to handle
the funds as designed by the appro-
priators. .Amd that is -f‘treason,?’ f‘re-
bellion,”? dleloyalty,*?

The Tribune’sjnotion of “‘disloyalty’?
has always heen, Jisagreemeut with
the dictum of the Governer wben his
degree was that of the Frifune. ‘‘Re-
belHon?’ and ‘‘treason,” in its vo-
cabulary, have the same signification.
The late Legislature has ali these hard
words thrown at it, because themajority
of Its members would not submit to be



