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it is about thirteen months since I1 hadbad the
privilege oeof rising and speaking in midst
it is therefore with a heart filled with thank-
fulness to our heavenly father that I1 now
enjoy the privilege of bearing0 my testimony
on the present occasion of the things which
pertain to the kingdom of the most high in
his kind provi dences we are enjoyinga a great
multitude of blessings

the testimony which has been givengiyen to us
this morning of the power and manifestation
of the Sspiritp irit atof god in the midst of irael is
calculated toto make us rejoice the lord
speaks unto us in his own way and after hisbis
own manner and in our language and after
our understanding and the light of his spirit
which chineth in our minds inasmuch arweas we
will buffersuffer it to do so but if our hearts are
clogged with the things of this world if our
nouiscoula are suffered to become enamouredena of the
earth and the objects that are sought after by
the wicked world we lose the spirit of the
lord and by that means do not understand
when we are taught and instructed inin the way
of liteledenirelliethe object of0 obtaining wealth and the de-
sire to handle or control a considerable portion
of this worlds goodsgooda has blinded the eyes of
many elders and caused them to go astray in
the ways of extravagance and folly it has de
coyed themthemiromfrom the path ofor virtue and by that
means they become totally estrayed from
the path of truth if we can keep inin view the
one great principle to build up the kingdom
of god proclaim oforthetile everlasting
gospel to labor for the sustenance of zion
mikemake that ourpur first our great our only object
aniandand fear not for the earthly things we inaymay
liceaneed we will have te spirit of the almighty
tovo Ahenlightenlighten our M and guide our fefeetet in
the true path

the presidency bear their testimony
to us ourdur spirits will then meet with thetheirste1
and we will feel and enjoy the truth of the
principles to us but while ouroun
minds become concentrated upon earthly ob-
jects we areire dark1 and we begin to think we
know better than other people we begin to
feetfeel thabthat we can do something independently
of god and hiphis servants

I1 will relate an instanceistanceif that occurred in
1849 1 was talking with one of the brethren
who adnirlnirin irietl been many years in the church he
told inahee wanted to situate himself so that
he cou bleave illshis family and be prepared to
go preaching I1 saidslid are you not pretty
well cleleI1 now you have a large farm
plenty of cattle and other property and your
family are abiablabuttoto take gaecae of themselves
liehe said he didiot feel as though he hadbad ready
means enough to60 gp0 1 I want to get myself in
condition F can siveliveleave home and in order to
dolt10lo UII1 have determined to go to california
andndr I1 think in the course of five or six monthsficanleanican there raise ten thousand dollars and on
that means I1 can go to the southern part of
california buy 1000 bead of horses andani bring
them to salt lake and next year sell them for
one or two hunLunhundredtired dollars each withmith that
means in my hands I1 shall be able to leave my
family andaud go preaching that was tilethe

hele laid out I1I1 inaymay sayay the plan was

very tempting he went to california but the
tremendous results anticipated were evernever
realized there are a great many men in the
midst of zion that have lost their power and
ability to perform those works they seem to
wish to perform by endeavoring to take a
wild goosegoote chase to place themselves in posses-
sion of wealth on their own responsibility tifethe
circumstances whichabich have transpired in our
midst for the last few years have been cal-
culated to try many men

in reviewrevie ii ig the history of outourourselvesselves as a
people we have encountered many thingst
which have been calculated to try some men
they have been compelled many times to sub-
mit to the most cruel exactions sceinseeing their
friends murdered their families driveldriven from
their possessions and all this bobearto bear up under
ititt splendidly they have had to pioneer into
theth midst of a barren and hitherto unknown
desert make settlements rear their families
inin thethem midst of want and toil and bear it
patiepatientlyitly yet after a few years of prosperprosperitytystyl
emeyyouou will see those very men when they be-
come better situated surrounded with the
blessingsblessings and comforts of life they begin to
fefeele as thoughbough they were not doing quite well
friouenoughgli and their thoughts begin to10 wander
like thetile fools eye to the ends of the earth in
some instances the scenes of thewe last few
years has caused them to turn again as
president kimball expressed it like the hog
to the minemire after he had been cleanly wawashedshed

it puts me in mind of a compliment paid to
queen elizabeth by an englina farmer her
majesty was out on a ride and was caught
in a storm the farmerfarrerasfar M as very much rejoiced
that the queen had called upon him and she
was pleased with his rough hospitality beingBelgeig
just after the defeat of tilethe spanish armada
tletie complimented her on the success of her
arms by saying the king of spain got the
wronwrong sow by the ear when helie made war
with your majesty the queen was much
amused at this vulgar comparison

though really the dream related by br
kimball describing the multitude of hogs that
were in the city was so perfectly illustrated
at the time the town was so tremendously
full of soldiers teamsters gamblers and camp
followers and they floated off so suddenly
that it could almost be said it was dreameddreameof

awake that is the best way to dream a
mailman can many times dream wide awake
straighter than when asleep

I1 remember once whenihen in zions camp I1
was very thirsty hungrybunfry and tired that I1
dreamed when I1 was walking on the road I1
ccouldouid see a loaf of bread a bottle of milk and
a spring of water it was one of the plea

dreamsdrearris in the world and I1 dreamed it
while walking along the road at the same
time a great many dreams as men consider
are no more nor less than open vision and
a great many dreams are the result perhaps
of fatigue of over exercise of ivr eating
before retiring to rest or some other cause

when a mansroans mind is illuminated by a
dream it leaves a vivid and pleasant impres-
sion when it may be guided by the spirit it
leaves the mind happy and comfortable and
the understanding cleardear

I1 have regret the past year that I1 have
not been permitted to speak to you that my
testimony in the midst of israel and in this
city particularly it was owing Bimplysimply to an
accident which lamed me in such a manner

i that I1 could not walk about could not stand
up though after awhile I1 got so much better
that I1 could ride I1 have rodetode about the ter

and talked to the brethren in the set-
tlementstle ments geregetegenerallyrallyraily and many of
them heard myroy testimony which is the same
as it has been for thethem last 28 yearsyeara a
mony to the truth of the revelation of the
falness of the gospel to the saints in these
last days it is the workork of the lord and
the hand of god is visible in everevery thinthing that
is passing before us his hand and power has
been overonr us ilehe has shielded usits from the
political machinations of evil designing men
and preserved us from the wrath of our ene-
mies ilehe hashaa given wisdom to our presidentderit
to guideguldei e to counsel to direct us and if ever
rerevelationelat n guided a people on the face of this
earth this people hasbag been guided by special
revelation ever since we came into these val-
leys athe power of the almighty has been
IVwithith Us his hand has been over us here his wis-
dom

i

has directed us his inspiringinspirit spiritrittit has
been on our presidency bihiss revealedrevealedrevea ildfedhedfed wwillilllii has
been given from the lips of himrod had given
to lead us fear not to do right ourselves
and let us be fully aware of our own follies
and weaknesses and corruptionscorrupt ions and listen
to the watchmen of zion and we will over-
come and inherit the blessings of glory we
willrosewill rise above our enemies light and truth
will shine upon us peace will be on our path
and the lamp of life that will guide us totoi
eternal glory

this is my testimony you have it as I1
feel and realize it and know it for these
things are of god and may hisbig blesbiesblessingssingsi
attend us is my prayer in the name ef jesus
christ amen
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I1 feelfeel quite thankful for the comfortable
circumstances we enjoy for our blessings
spiritually and temporally which I1 realize to
be the free gift of our father and god all
the wisdom abilityinability and talent displayed amonamong
the children of men are the gift of god to them
he has given us ability to make ourselves colncorn
fordablefor table and happy for which I1 am extremely
thankful

I1 am happy in hearingbearing the voices of the
brbrethrenethre n and would be very much gratified if
we hadbad time and it would meet the minds of
the brethren to give them an opportunity to
speak as the spirit might dictate and bear
their testimony it has been a source of com-
fort to me to bear the speeches of my breth-
ren and to observe the variety of capacity of
reflection and manner of communication dis
played by them I1 would be very glad if we
could have the privilege of hearing many of
them speak during this conference whether
we shall or not I1 am not now able to say ouroar
conference commences todaytodato dayda tomorrowto morrow isis
the sabbath and probably many wildwho have I1

come from the country will wish to return i

home on monday whether wew e shall continue
our conference ionlonlongerherger than tomorrowto morrow I1 do
not know we shall continue it until we fin-
ish the business to be transacted and fully
answer our feelingsM and then we will close
I1 wish to present several ideas but I1 have
been more edified inin hearnheardhearingI1 the music inin br
kimballsKimballs remarks this morning than I1 would
have been in speaking myself

when the authorities of the church are pre-
sented if we are possessed of the true spirit
we are readreadyy to rsustain the faithful and to
wish them to continue inin the faithfalthfaithfulfulfui discharget
of their duties and the brethren who rise to
testify of the things of god if they enjoy the
8 pint of the lord know that 11 mormonism is
true jp person can receive a knowledge
of this work except by the power of revela-
tion

all the world are ready to tell you that this
work isis not of god kirlkirikingss princes dukes
lords and other great men of the earth are all
combined inin this testimony why do they
fear this work if it is the workw ork of men the
very sound of it carries conviction to all the inin-
habitants otof the earth a co notion that it is
ordained of god were this not so you5 ou would
hot see it contended against by the priests in the
pulpit who are bitter against it and are most
vigilant in circulating all manner of falsehood
concerning it picking up the sayings of cor-
rupt debased abandoned characters to swell
thirtheirth ir catalogue of lies against it which they
publish throughout the world allati this would
sleep if this work was not of god they would
never think enough of it to say one word about
it but they are pricked by the convictioncony action of
its truth ahei they hear the sound of it
when false reports go out against joseph
smith and his brethren against the book of
mormon and the kingdom otof god a conviction
goes with them to ththee hearts of the people that
this isis the work of the almighty were this
not so we would not have been persecuted
we would not have been driven as we have
been boutwebut we have been driven for the last
time thank god my heavenly father but ourOUT
persecutions are a subject ththatat I1 do
to speak about we have tthehe power inin vurpur
ownow n bands if wew e live with ourdur lives hidbid withw ith
christ in god we are here where the lord
wants us to be and if we will be as he wants
us to be the kingdom isiso ours the greatness
the excellencyer light intelligence
and eternity of the kinkidkindomkingdomdom ocof god are ours
and no power can hinderhinder it

when men lose the spirit oc0 the work in
which we are engaged they becomebecome infidel inin
their feelings they say that they do not know
whetherwhetherthethe bible is13 true whether the book
of mormon is true nor about new revelations
nor whether there is13 A god or not when
they lose the spirit of hisibis work they lose the
knowledge of the thithingslars of god in time and in
eternity all are lotjost to them bontempcontemplateI1 ate
the thinsthings of god and his kingdom this earth
man in his present condition and you may
clearly comprehend that we are lownow illin tlethe
midst of etereternitylity whencewhen we prpreacheach or praprayys
or exhorthort each other to gogoodd works if we
could it we are in the midst of the
king0dorrdoir of god and his all searching eye is
here you may readily comprehend this for
when I1 look at you aaas youageare now assem-
bler I1 can beeeee several hundred faces at once
now suppose that I1 had power to see as the
spirit leesi could then look through the earth
and see our antipodes as well as I1 can look
through what some term space my
eyes would be eternaleter and I1 could see thethelastvast
eternities of god as I1 can now see your faces
god sees us and if we had eyes like him we
could behold him as wm e sit here as easily as
we can now see each others faces no matter

sherechere he dwells whether in dolob or any

where else for his glory and light fill thethem sun
and we could behold it as we nowDOW behold
each others faces god has the power to
look atat his vast works and if we had power
and eyes like him depouldwe could behold him as he
does us ilehe is in the midst of eternity his
kingdom is here a portion of hisbig glory is hereherb
eternity is here and we are in the midst of
them fetlete t us live worthy of them and not dis-
honor oarour being upon the earth

there are many of the bishops here todayto day
and my advice to them is for themthern to be hon-
est withwah me to be honest with their ged to
keep their covenants sacred and to makamake a
clean breast of all their business transactions
that their cconsciencessciencesconscienceson may be void of
toward god and man I1 am not searchingC
only the course of the twelve or thatthit of uleuie
hihigh priests and seventies but I1 am search-
ingng after all the authorities whose conduct isiia
notot in accordance with the best interests of
the church and from this time forth if they
do not do difdlfderentdifferent from what many have donedoni
they shall do wrong knowingly with their
eyes open I1 want the bishops toreto remember
the counsel I1 have given them I1 shall learn
whether they are strictly honest or not and if
they are not honest I1 will expose them if
they come out and own things as thethey are and
honestly prove that their past errors kavehave pro-
ceeded from the head and not from the heart
they can be placed upon the right track and
magnmagnifyif their callincalling some may not under-
stand tthete cause of these remarks concerning
the bishops and I1 will explain for instance
whenshen tithing chickens butter etc are brought
in a bishop says to his clerk you need not
trouble to take an accost t of these chickens
my wife will keep an account of them and
the bishops wife takes the chickens the ham
the butt erthe cheese etcand puts them away
and when the clerk wants to know what hashaa
been brought in by such a brobrotherthery 0 beviernever
mind says the bishop my wife will give an
account of it and the wife forgets it are
such things done yes more or less all the
time this example was set long ago and
some of the bishops have followed it

at the death of joseph when the twelve
returned tota nauvoo to use a comparison thetho
horses were all harnessed and the people were
in the big carriage and where were they go-
ing they did not know who would gather
up the lines and guide the team no man
would step forward until I1 did there was
not one of the twelve with me when I1 welt
to meet sidney rigdon oilon the meeting ground
I1 went alone and was ready alone to face and
drive the dogs from the flock when I1 got
hold of the lines and began to direct the team
I1 found tithing butter spoiled potatoes rotted
in the cellars and pork spoiled in the barrels
while the brethren at work on the tempetempie
would come to their labor without breakfast
and pork butter beef etc rotting undundererthethe
feet of the temple committee said 1I empty
these barrels or I1 will walk into your cellars
and empty them for youyoua let these workmen
have something to eat 0O said the com-
mittee we are afraid there will not bbe
enough to last a year then if we starve
we ststarveA together and if we live wene live to-
gethergetlieriler I1 ordered the wheat the pork the
butter etc to be issued to the worworkmenkunenkinen too
many of the bishops here have taken pattern
fffromom those who have gone before I1 bayhaybalhabehafe
been to bishops houses when they had hams
and eggs during months in the year while our
handsbands on the works were not ableale to get one
for the bishops bad eaten all the hams every
egg and chicken and all the butter I1 willwilI1
trace out those who conduct in this manner
and expose them unless they honestly report
their transactions and strive to do 11richetht
brethren you may think that I1 am a littlelittle ex-
tra

X

travagent in my talk but time will prove
when a good handsome cow has been turturneded

inin on tithing she has been smuggled and ariartan
old three tilted cow one that would kick thetho
tobacco out of the mouth of a man whobo went

i to milk her would be turned into the general
tithing office instead of the good cow ifit

i one hundred dollars in cash are paid into the
hands of a bishodishobishopdishopP in manimankmanymanx ililiistancesinstances he will
smuggle it and turn into tthee general tithingL
office old spavinedIa horses instead
of the money I1 am inquiring after such con-
duct and will continue until I1 cleanse thethath
inside of the platter

br heber hashaa been speaking about disci-
pline elders in israel I1 am as willing and
ready to be closely examined and scanned as
I1 am to examine and scan you walk into
my office examine my books and scan every
act of my lifeilfe I1 am alreadyas ready to have ithoneit loneione
as I1 am to search into your practices you
may say that youxou0u have lotnot been dishonest oior
itif you have beene e that you werewerd ignorantly
so I1 am glad if such statements will
to lebe correct I1 never saw the day init thithis1 s
church that I1 could consider it honest to
oneoone cent of tithing and turn it out of its legiti-
mate channel but bomecome of our smart menraen do
not know as much aaas that though they wouldvi ouidduld
geemseemsemgem to know more of the great things of tvtletie

than I1 do I1 teriyant tvtu inaiua truc fain


