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desidesiringdiug to starveserve god but this has

sought to combine these
three forms but as the inclination of
the people was to increased liberty the
monarchial and aristocratic elements
have grown effeminate and today that
government is even more democratic
than is that of the united states that
is tthehe influence of public sentiment
has a greater effect URORupon the policy of
the government forifor two hundred
years the sovereign has not dared to
exercise the veto power while the
ministry is changed according to the
expression of the popular will as in-
dicated at the ballot box I1 do not
make this assertion in derogation of
our form of government there imsmaybeabeseeds of weakness yetundeyet undevelopedvelope inn
their system I1

the constitution of the united
states is democratic in itsita form as it
waywas created by the people lorfor tathele
same reason the constitutions of the
various states are democratic but
the lawslavis are republican because en
acted by the representatives of the
people the senate has coequalco equal
power with the house of representa-
tives in legislation but is not elected
by the people the state of nevada
with less than 65cooko population has
two senators while new york with
nearly has no more the
senate is therefore not democratic in
the manner of its creation the sen-
ate

san-
ate unlike the british ministry does
not follow submissively the house of
representativesnor does the president
fear to exercise the veto power torfor he
feels and rightly too that in lishis high
positionpasit lonAe tois the representative of the
people there is another check in our
system of government that is lacking
inID ththei form of the british government
the supreme court they are selected
by the president and senate and are
above influences of public opinion
they are the representatives of justice
and equity and can check even con-
gress in the imposition of unconstitu-
tional laws upon the people they
neither see nor care for public opinion
and clamor but areaare governed bby the
constitution of our country aheraher
ever they have owedjewed to opin-
ion they have done sp at the sacrifice
of they honor of their high calling we
look to them to ebeckcheck public opinion
where that opinion is wrong the con-
stitutionution which governs them can be
changedchang in a prescribed manner and
those who seek to alter itis in any other
way are traitors

we claim chait the signers of the de-
clarationcl of independence and the
framers of the constitution were di-
rected by light from god and their
work is the result of inspiration the
form of governmentRovernment given in the
church of jesusjesua christchnat otof latter day
saints was revealed by the lord
throughh an untutored boy and is the
brbroadestbac est most liberal and perfect that
can exist one of its chief corner

is the doctrine of common con
sent the priesthood from the dea-
con to the Piespresidentident of tuetae church
have not the power to place a man in
position to10 iuletule they may nominate
but until thuthe people sanction they
can go noEO lurtherfurther the lord gave
to theabe people the right to reject
any man and man cannot deprive
them of that right human agency
is giftgift of god and whenrma seek to restrain or r control
it iam others they do it by the spiritbelrll11 of
darkness and not of light thatI1 is
what lucifer did when hebe sought to
enforce the plan utof re emption over
the agency of man but jesus inter-
posed and luciferoLucifers scheme was re

wherever men holding theagohivehave exercised their power
in degree oppressively they
have done so in unrighteousness gnuana
unauthorized by the priesthood they
held

the church has means for the set-
tlement of all disputes the first step
is that of reconciliation every person
abo uld be possessed of this spirit andaad
when he goes to hisbis brother in that
mood the spirit of god is with him in
the order of the church when recon-
ciliation fails then comes arbitration
the officers provided for this are the
teachers they have no power to ad-
judicate or try cases but may recon-
cile differences litheyil they taillail the mat-
terter then goes to the bishops the corn-
mon judges of israel promfrom these an
appeal lies to the stake high
coucouncilcicil the decisions by these coun-
cils when made in righteousness are
sustained by the lord after thetae Stake
high council still anotheranocher appappealeal mamay
be bad it is said the standing high
councils at the stakes of zion form a
quorum equal in authority in the af-
fairs of the church in all their decis-
ions to the quorum otof the presidencypresidenciaor to the traveling high council citit
must be understood that a stake high
council is not the high council of the
church of christ the latter is the
common council of the church and is
presided over by the presidency of thefchurchhurch this high council of the
church was established by revelation
and was organized in kirtland febru-
ary IT17 1834 according to the mind
and will of the lord vacancies lain
this canneil are filled by nomina-
tion of the president of the church
and by the vote of the high priest-
hood called together for that purpose
here again the doctrine of common
consent comes in lain regard to an or-
gan pertainingpertaining to the high
priesthood

the world may urge that we have a
hoeihierarchyarchy in which the Prepresident tola
responsible to no one but that is not
the case the apeappealsalsesin cases may go
from one court to0 anotherer to the
standing high council ot0 the church

the highestt council in the church theprepresident of the church tois himself
subject to trial lorfor the commission of
an offense butbat the common council
of the church the only tribunal before
which he can be tried tois then presided
over bytheby the presiding bishop of the
church and two counselors this tois
ttheke only work of the council so consti-
tutedtu so that taia case one of the firstrpresidencyrest eucy should err he Is amenable
tto0 thee law of god thus every man is
accountable to the people

this system reaches every man in
the church an apostle may be tried
lorfor hisbis fellowship by a bishops court
a stake high councilconnell can operate on
histo fellowship in the stake but his
quorum must take the final action upon
him how beautifulbeautiaat is this perfect
organization of the church when we
come to understand it

the system of church government tois
not theocratic but theoebeo democratic
the voice of god and the consent of
the people it is an intelligent govern-
ment and intelintelligenceVasI1 ence is the glory of
god jesus of nazerethzereth won the vic-
tory over darkness audand oppression in
heaven and he will win it on earth
wherever the spirit of oppression
dwells it comes not from god the
law of the gospel itis the perfect law of
liberty the man who enjoys the spirit
of god is a freeman he may be concoa
signed to prison but you cannot ovover-
come

er
him youyon cannot chain him for

he knows that to the right victory will
come any man in this church who
exercises unrighteous dominion will
unless hebe repents become a mockery
before the peoplepeople of god I1 and drift
into apostasy in the doctrine and
covenants it is said

behold e are many called but few
are chosen and why are they not chosen

because their hearts are set so much upon
toethe things of this world and aspire to the
honors of men that they do notnoi learn this
one lesson

that the rights of the priesthood are in-
separably connected with the powers of
heaven and that thetb powers of heaven can
not be controlled nor handled only upon the
principles of righteousness

that they may be conferred upon us it is
true but when we undertake to cover our
sine or to gratify our pride our vain ambi-
tion or to exercise control or dominion or
compulsion upon the souls of the children
of men in any degree of unrighteousness
behold the heavens withdraw themselves
the spirit of the lord is grieved and when
ttu is withdrawn amen to the priesthood or
the authority of that man

behold I1 ere he is wareaware he is left unto
himself to lickkick against the pricks to per

the saints and to lightfight against god
we have learned by sad experience that

it is the nature and disposition of almost all
men as soon as they gotget a little authority
asam they suppose they will immediately be-
gin to exercise unrighteous dominion

hence many are called but few are
chosen

no power or influence can or 0oughtu to be
mainmaintained by virtue of the priesthood
only by persuasion by long dufferinsufsufferingferin g by
gentlenessent leness and meekness and by lovelove un-
feignedfeigned

by kindness and pure knowledge which
sshallhall greatly enlarge the soul without
hypocrisyh and without guileYlefieproving betimes with sharpness when
moved upon by uto holy ghost and then
slipslippingwing forth afterwardswards an increase of
love toward him whom thou hastbast reproved
lest hebe esteem thee to be hiBenemyy
that he may know that thy faithfulness

is stronger than the cords of death
lotlet thy bowels also be full of charity to

wards all men and to the household of
faith and let virtue garnish thy thoughts
unceasingly then shushall thy counconfidencedence wax
strong in the presence of god and the doc-
trine of the priesthood shall distildastil upon thy
soul as the dews from heaven

the holy ghost shall be thy constant
companion and thy sceptre an
sceptre of righteousness and truth and thy
dominion shall beanobe an everlastingzer lasting dominion
and without compulsory means it shall flow
unto thee forever and ever

here see what can be accom-
plishedlebedle bed by the strong cords otot loveberererehere we learn what can be dome by
persuasion and all other means all
that operate through coercion and op-
pression shall fallfail

the foregoing synopsis necessarily
gives only an imperfect idea of brother
thatcherschersers discourse which even in
its entiretyentirely was remarkable for con-
densationdensa tion

JOHN NICHOLSON
was the next speaker he said he
found himself I1ina 0a somewhat embar-
rassing position feeling the import
ance attached to the duty of address-
ing such a vast assemblage of the
people of god I1 have greatly enjoyed
the teachings imparted during this
conference many important ques-
tions have been brought before our
attention the most prominent accord-
ing to my view consisting of about
the following the educational char-
acter of the apparently adverse cir-
cumstancescum stances that surround the salutesaints
the necessity of more intense and ear
nestneat devotion to the interests of the
youngyouna the sustaining of the work to
which we profess to be devoted in a
substantial way and not only the
powers and rights of the priesthood
9butut alsoaloe some of its limits I1 have
been torfor some time deeply I1im-
pressed

rn
with the situation VL

which we findand ourselves afar
coincide with the position assumassumes
that we are luin the most powerful
school that ills possible to institute
the school of experience without
which it is impossible to increase our
faith I1 feel to liltlift up myimy heart in
gratitude to god that we have diff-
iculties andaad obstacles to meet and
overcome for without these there
would be no progress

it tois plainly laid down in the doc-
trine and covenants that in order lorfor
the saints to know that they are ac-
ceptablecep table to GodgoutheyGodtbeythey must place them-
selves in a position to show that they
are willing to sacrifice all things even
life itself lerfor their religion this is a
position that lies in the futuresfuture

and we must be educated up
to that point some of the
noblest instances history affords of
self sacrifice for the ccauseuse 0off godehg
have been cited espespeciallyg in tthehe open
log discourse of apostle lorenzo
snow at this conference one of
these instances is that of the three
hebrew children before whom was
placed a remarkable ordeal to choose
one of two alteraalternativesstives they were in
a condition of preparation torfor the or-
deal and when threatened with the
fiery furnace it they would not bow
down to the image they said we do
not knowknew but we may be destroyed
but this we do know that we will not
bow down they were conversant
with the latter tactfact it not with the
other it has occurred to me that
notwithstanding the claims we make
that we are willing to sacrifice altall for
the truths sake there may be some
question asoas to w whetherheftier that has been
our position in some things there are
in my heart some serious doubts re-
garding it we are not yet tarfar enough
advanced

there tois one thing of chieh we may
be certain and that is that the lord
will f alfil hisbis promises he has said to
the Sain tsin a revelation given august
6 1833

I1 will try you and prove you herewith
and chosowhoso labeth down his life in my

cause for inmy names sake shall find itis
again even lifee eternal

i herefordhe be notnet afraid of your enemies
for I1 have decreed in my heart saith the
lord that I1 will prove youyon in all things
whether louvillyou willvill abide in my covenant
evevenen unto death that you maybemay be found
worthy

for biyeif ye will not abide in my covenant
ye are not worthy of me

this is one of the glorious promises
to the saints that they shall have the
same opportunity as did the three
hebrews when it will be seenbeen who it
tois that will isay we dont know but
that we may be crushed beneath toetile
overwhelming weight of oppression
that may crowd upon us if we do not
surrender our religion but this we do
know that we will not go back on any
of the revelationsrevelation of jesus christ I1
expect that day to come for- the lord
has decreed that he will have a tried
people in the day of his power if
that daydav of power is imminent he
must have that people it wiltwill not
be merely a few men who are willing to
go to prison or to the death itif neeneed be
lorfor the cause of god not the trial of a
few families whose sufferings especi-
ally those of women aud
anenbeen intense beyond computation
attt it will be an application to the
entire people for the lord hasbas de-
clared that he will havebave a tried peo-
ple as a whole TheTae present situation
is one to prepare them torfor what is
coming lain my opinion there are
laings which god directs and reveals
and athera thatthai heH e simply permitsand
will shape the course of events to show
the weakness of men and his own om-
nipotenceni As apostle snow has said
deldell feranceprance will come to us only by the
same process as that by w filch it came
to the throethree hebrews how much
power had wanman to protect anem or to
Btaystay the consuming flames of that fur-
nace none whatever alterafter wa navehave
used our own wisdom audand shown that
it is insufficient he who upon
the throne will make bare his arm
and bring to pass his glorious pur-
poses

in relation td our children I1 have
hadbad the deepest solicitsolicitudeade sosome-
times

me
I1 think we take too much credit

to ourselves for what we do for them
the educational movement we seek to
institute now comes at a late day
some of our children are repudiating
the principles of truth there are
causes for let us inquire what
thethey are and remove then theeviledif effects will cease there is a result
in that line which tois produced by a
most potent cause the apparently
contradictory positions we have taken
in some respects this hishas eliminated
faith in many cases fromfroin the hearts of
the young this we know to be a
fact therefore let us look it squarely
in the face that we may apply the rem-
edy

when I1 consider this educational
movement I1 am almost confounded at
its magnitude and the evident inade-
quacy of the means at handband to prose
cute it successfullysuccesssuccessfullyfulli we are given to
understand there is to be established
in each stake at least one academy
this is good there is howeverhowever ainvolvedfinancial quequestionsilon involved and the
brethren who have the direction of
affairs saybay they proproposese to support
these institutions wewe havebave an ex-
cellent school of that kind in
salt lake stake with capable
teachers in the departments of
secular educational and religious
knowledge so that younkyoung people who
attend may graduate not only as ripe
scholars but sistoalo tru hearted and in-
telligenttelligent latter day saintstia luts but what
tois the status of this school in the com-
munity it has been neconecessaryosary to
charge a comparatively high rate
for tuition a fact which vir-
tually puts the sign over its door
the poor cannot enter here we

have worebefore us the of
the book otof mormon and they should
have great weight with us we read
there that aleason why the displeasure
oiof the lord was brought upon the
ancient people of this continent was
that there were class distinctions
among them one of these was the dis-
tinction created bybv wealth when
men who had not sufficient love of the
gospelGo as is the case in some instances
today giltedbitted their heads above their
fellows in haughtiness and pride be-
cause of their riches another dis-
tinction and one against which the
prophets proclaimed was that pro-
duced by the superior facilities at

fordedcorded for the more wealthy to edu-
cate their children this is a more
dangerous distinction than the first
for it affects the eternal intelligence of
gods children

we mustmost however make a com-
mencementmen cement those men who have
been appointed to act in this matter
have expressed their willingness tote
carry on the work but their means torfor
that purpose are limitedlimited what shall
we the body of the people do shall
we notnet support them and show our
faith by outour works it we would live
up to the laws of god we would have
sufficient means to meet every exig-
ency let every man then pay hisbis
tittithingug accordiaccordingg to theh ialaw the
lord says tithing is a law unto his
peopleeople and to mehis priesthoodvowhow cancecan we falfil that law can we
do it by paying less than the required
portion wee certainly cannota less
thannau a tenth is notmot a tithing sup
pode an applicant lorfor baptism were
to insist that only a portion of his
body should be immersed and claim
that that was a sufficient baptism
we would think linahim insane so
with tithing you cannot partially
pertperformarm an ordinance it must be
perfect or it is of no forgeforce so far as the
fulfillment of thetb law is coneeconcernedra edyou cannot fulfill the law of tithing lain
part only it can only be done as a
wolewhole its payment Isis great priv-
ilege and should be daadone because we
have agreed to it itif we do notlot we are
not in an honorable positpositioniol I1 have
never considered a man who holds the
priesthood to be a saint otof any mo-
ment unless hebe complies with this
plain ordinance shall we go hence
and torfor the future live up to this law f
let us do it and let the cause torfor our
action be because it iss right becabecauseuse
the lord requires it at our hands and
because it iuis sustaining and forward-
ing the work of god

regarding the outcome of this work
I1 have more faith in that than I1 have
in the present condition of affairs
theil victory will be wrought out by therwpowerer of thisthe almighty and in no other
way may god help usns to place our
feet on the rock of agesaces there to abide
flfirmlyI1 aly and come what will say here
we stand or here we fall

it was announced that in the after-
noon a meeting would also be held in
the assembly hall as the attendance
at the conference was so large that it
was impossible torfor tethe Tabertabernaclefiscle to
contain the people

the choir sang the anthem
ye shall dwell in the land

meeting was brought to a close by
prprayerayer by bishop john BR winder

2 p m
the choir and congregation sangbang

praise to the man who communed witwithh
jehovah

jesus anointed that prophet and seer
blessed to open the last dispensation

kings shall extol him andaal nations revereprayer by elderbider george goddard
the choir sang
behold the mount of olives rendrand I1

and ouon its top messiah stand
his chosen children to defend

and save them with a mighty hand
the priesthood otof the first ward

salt lake city officiated in the adlad-
ministration otof the sacrament

FRANKLIN D RICHARD8
saidaid they would have taken great
pleasure in laying before the people
lullfull reports but these hadbad not been
received from all ot the stakes some
stakes hadbad not reported at all while
others hadbad made only partial reports
this was no doubt owing to10 the pe-
culiar situation in which so many of
the people were placed at the preheat
time these reports are very im-
portantpor tant and should be made at least
once a the annual conference luin
april presidentspresidents of stakes were re-
quested to hereafter see that full re
ports were delivered at the presidents
office salt lake city not later than
marchmarch lor the april conference
and sept the october confer-
ence A complete report had been re
calved from thetae reliefbelief society but it
was not deemed advisable to read it on
the present occasion because otof not
having the other reports it was hoped
that hereafter full reports would be
made promptly vhalthat the people could
be made acquainted with the growth
and condition of01 the church

apostle richards thouthen presented the
general authorities of the church
who were unanimously sustainedPusustainedstained asab
follows

wilford woodruff as president of
the council of the twelve apostle as
oneode of the twelve apostles and of the
Prebipresidencydency of the church olof jesus
christ of latter daydaf saints
tierae council of wethe awevetwe ve apostles

wilford woodruff lorenzolorenxo snow
franklin D richards george Q can-
non brigham youngyeung JOBjoa F smith
moses thatcherThaicher francis MU lyman
john H smith george teasdale
heber J grant and john W taylor

counselors to the twelve apostles
john W young and daniel H wells

the twelve apostles as the presid-
ing council andsud authority of the
church and with their counselors as
prophets seerssears and revelatoryrevelatorsBevelatora

PAripatriarcharch to tee church john
smith

first seven presidents of the seven-
tiesti4 a heiarhenryy herriman jacob gates
abram H cannon seymour B younyoung
C D fjeldsted john morgan and wiB
H roberts 1

wm BPiberestonBPrestoneston as presiding blahbishopop
with robert T burton as his first
and john R winder as his second
counselor

wilford woodruff as church histo-
rian and general church recorder
with franklin 0 richards as assist-
ant

clerk of conference john nichol
sonon

the fallowingfal lowing officers olof different
organizations were also presented and
unanimously sustained

central committee on education for
the church wilford woodruff chair-
man salt lake city lorenzo snow
Bbrbgham city georkegeorge Q cannon sale
Llakeake city karl G himaeser provoprove
Wwallardillard young salt likelake city george
W thatcher loganloan amos toweilowe salt
lake city antunanton I1H lund ephraimEpbraim
james sharp salt lake city

president of the relreliefI1e f doctesocietyY zina
D H young secretary sarah M
kimball assistant secretary romaniahumania
barattBPB pratt treasurer M isabella
Rhomeorne

president of the young ladles im-
provementpro associations elmena 3
taylor secretary mary E cook
toii president of the primary Assocla
tlona louie felt secretary cornelia
fl clayton

I1

general of the
young mensmeals improvement associa-
tions

Assocla
wilfordwillord woodruff joseph PF

smith and moses thatcherTb atcher
general superintendent of the des-

eret sunday school union george Q
cannon assistants george goddard
andaad john morgan secretary levilev W
richards treasurer I1 george rey-
nolds

apostle richards explained that the
mnamesames of the counselors in the super
tendencyIn of the young ladlesladies sudaud
other associations were not submitted
as the list was not at hand but there
were no changes sister young of
the relief society hadbad not yet selected
her counselors

JOHN SMITH

said in substance I1 ask for the faith
and prayers of the congregation I1
am laboring under the disadvantage of
a severe cold but I1 realize that timt
prayers of the saints avail much in the
interest of any of our fathers child-
ren

I1 will read a portion of the second
chapter of ththee Pprophet joel

and it shall come to paupass that I1 will pour
out my spirit upon all flesh and your sos0 o
and your daughdaughterstem shallahall prophesy your
old men shallahall dream dreamsdream your yonus
men shall ireeeee visionssienavi and alsoalo upon thotaw
handbandmaidamaids in those days wiltwill I1 yourpour outot my
spirit

in reading this portion of the scrip-
ture it ib not my intention to follow
it as a text but to draw your attention
to it as one of the most precious prem-
ises of god to hisbis people it seems to
me that such promises should be fast-
ened upon the mind of every saint

many principles have been touched
upon M important to the church of
christ our brethren have spoken
about matters of faith of a temporal
sodand spiritual character and pointed
out to us the obligation into which we
entered when we stepped down into
thothe waters of baptism they havebay
touched upon the of the
youth of zion it has been admitted
by some speakersakem at least that scep-
ticism to some extent has widemade itsif
alpappearancearanceerance among the youth of
he latter day saints our

efforts to a great extent have been to
cure taismis evil it would however beb
useless to antici palti the possibility of
so living and so teateachingchinse that we could
save all the children that belong to us
or keep from their minds the influence
of the scepticism of the time in which
we live we should make every effort
to implant in the minds of our children
faith in the gospel of
this oolobligationlightion rests upon us from wetoe
instructions given us in the revelations
of god laia the organization of theb
church the necessary provisions wereware
made to meet the requirementsIM thuthe
case our quorums of priests anoand
teachers were instituted for the pur-
pose of laying the faith deep in the
hearts of the sons and the daughterd
of zion that they should needdeed to en-
tertain no doubt if they would only
exerexerciseelse the minds their heaheavenlyheaylealyenly fa-
her has given them
the passage read informs us that the

lord would bring about a time when
dreams and visions and inspiration by
the spirit should be manifested to a
largearge extent among his people laIs
fact the passage takes a much wider
field baringsaving that god would pour outoat
his spirspirit1t upon all flesh but when hebe
prophet joseph came forward and an-
nounced that hebe hadbad been permitted to
receive manifestations from god the
father and his son jesus christ the
world was opposed to the idea whenwhen
he declared that god hadbad again spoken
from heaven the whole world came
into commotion but they were led to
witness onene of the greatest displays
ever witnessed one ray of light after
another dawned upon the universe teis
rapid succession and theybey have con-
tinued to flow and witalu do so until outour
father in heaven may see fitat to restrain
them
livehave weis pointed out to the young that

living and active faith is the result of
inspiration from godd that inspiresinspira-
tion is among the moving forces otof the
universe

josephosep smith the Proprophetphot an-
nouncedbounce d that god the father and
jesus Cchristh riot his son were revealed
to him aandnd commissioned kimhim to com-
mence the work of ushering in oiof
ttha diedispensationsensationensation of the falness of
tiits rlinn which god would renew
everything upon the earth and the
someSODS and daughters of men should
bask in the rays of eternal life at
thatteat time the world had informed usu
that the voice of inspiration was
hushed the windows of01 heaven wr
closed so forfar as revelation sadand prom
ecy were concerned 1I would 1crk u
stranger as well as thothe latterlader
day saint was it not inspiration
that led to thetee discovery of the
power of steam it is true all the de-
tails did not dawn upon ththe first disdif


