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1t ia not true that “they heve persid-
ently maligned the people of Utah.*?

The reporis of the Commission are
public documents, and muy be lert to
apeak for themeeives upon this point.

It 1% Dot true that *‘they bave refused
to recognize the formation of National
parties,®® or ‘that they declinee
to appoint any judge of election from
vither the Demooratic of Republican
parties after being requested so to do.”’

On the contrary, =i the only general
election held in Utabh since the dis-
banding of the People’s party, and
when the Republican and Democratio
parties made their firat appearance and
cast thelr firat voter, A ropresentation
war'awarded both parties on the boards
of ¢lection, in the following manner:
‘Two judges were appointedl {rom the
Liveral party at ench poll (except
where pDune but Mormons resided)
and the third judge was chored alter-
nately, as (ar s practioable, from the
Repuviican and Demsecratic parties.
I the Mormon precinots all the judges
of election wers profersedly Republi-
oen and Dempoeratic.

This rule of selection was adopted

begause there had theretofore heen no,

Hepuhlican or Democratic  parlies
holding elections in Utah, Thelr
birth was 1u expectancy, and it was
conoluded not to recognize (uily,
parties which had not yet cusl a voie
to give evidence of their exiastence.
The only election of Importance held
since then, waas the municlpal election
held for Saft Liake City in February
last. For that election the Commission
motified the chairman of each party
organization, Demooratic, Republican
and  Ldberal, to furnish v with
names of
Juiges of election atthe seversl polling
places, and from lists furnished in re-
sponse of such notice, appointed a
_jndge of election from each of the
three parties for each polling place in
ithe city. The resuit was, that when-
aver a question arcee at the polls,it was
@nvariahly decided by the Den,ocratio
:and Republicen judges combining to
decide against the Liberal.

1t was alao noticeable that there was
fully as rouch, if not more, complnints
of
UNFAIR METIIODS

in this election as ever betore.

Mr. Caine, when he made public
the letter quoted from, kuew these
facts as wellns any ous living in Utah.
When he said in the same speech,
that ‘‘the polygamists of Utah, after
the puraage of the Edmunds Iaw,
pefther attempted to register or vote,*’
he knew that Iarge numbers of them
did attempt to register, and were only
preveuted fronr eo dofng by the regis-
tration oilicers appointed by and reling
uuder the instructions of the Com-
mfesion. He kpew that out of that
pumber ten cases wore selected us
reprereniing all the different phases
and oharacterlstics of the questions
which might he reised for adgjudios-
tion; that ten test suits for damages
were brought against the members of
ithe Commission for refusing to allow
them to registerjand vote, and that all
.these oases were appealed by the
clalments of the right to reglster,
from the decision of the Territorial
courta to the highest judieial tribunal
.of the Nation, where they were de-
clded agaiust them, and the refussl to
register them sustained, Hee case of

proper persons (0 RACt as

THE DESERRBT WEERKLY.

Murphy ve. Ramsey et al., U. 8. Re-
ports, pp. 156-44.

1t is also B fact that at every election
beld in Utah sinee the passage of the
Edmunds law, pumercus persons
barred by that law for polygamous and
kindred sexual offenses bave appeared
before the Commission, often bringing
attorneye and others to advocate their
claimp, and demanded the right torey-
ister and vote,

The Commission has been constant-
}y subjected to these hostile nessulis
from ita organization to the present
time.

The act of Congress known as the

SEDMUNDS LAW,*

which provided for its organjzation,
was passed, not hastlly, but when the
people of the eountry were in deadly
earnest. The Commission was provided
for as one of the instruments of govern-
ment to oarryoui a purpose. ‘The pur-
pose waa to compel an unwilling peo-
ple to obey the laws of the lund, To the
courts and thelr officers wasa assigned
the duty of adwministering the pensl
portions of the law, To the Commis-
sion waa apsigned the duty of admin-
istering that portion of the Jaw re-
lating to electoral privileges, and to
put an end to the alleged ubuse
of power as between Mormon rRnd
Gentile people of the Territory.
Naturally those moat atfected by those
laws, but whore ucts had rendered
their enactment and enforecement
necesssry, chafed nnder their enforoe-
ment by the Cummission, and they
have kupt up s constunt warfare
agaipat it from the heginning until
now, Nenrly wovery sesslon of Con-
gress for many years haa seen the
notive partisaps of the Peopie’s or
Mormon party, prerenting themselvea
before the committees on Territories,
and there invelghing against the gov-
ernment officials of the Tarritory’, col-
lectively and individually. They
have repented the same story of

ALLEGED WRONGS

with all the variations that ingenious
minds eould devire, bul with wearing
fteration end reiteration, until velume
upen volume of committes reports
have been fiiled by them with the rame
kind of charges against all the govern-
ment officera in Utali, and the Commie-
afon bas borne in =all these years its
full share of doeouuciations, with-
out appearing before sny of
the oommittees or being Invited
80 todo, The attackr of last winter
are from the same purtisan sources, and
thé same sltacking force, aided by s
few allles who have [ately juinea them.
The animus of the attacks and the
superabundant and conspicouous lack
of the element of truth remain as be-
fore.

The Commission feels free io sasert
that whatever caure for complaint in
regard to registration nnd the conduct
of elections may exist, ariges wholly
from the harsh and cuinberspme lawa
enacted by Mormon Legislatures iu
the past, and not in the acts of the
Commission in construing and follow-
iug them, a8 it is required hy the law
of Congress to do. ‘Those laws were
passed in 1878, prior to the provision for
a Commission, and require the regis.
tration nificers to make a canvass from
house to house, taking the old registra-
tion lista ma a basis. No authority is
given, elther to mahke new registration

 Jlsts or to purge the old ones, except

under the narrow limite of t
ing section of the statute (B:‘:l.i:;ot:'gw‘
Revised Btatutes, Utahb, 1888) 40,
8o bigh An suthority sg .
Judd asserted positively to L.E: éleu:ugtg
?::Jmmeu that the laws “providey
PURGING THE REGIBTRATION 1ygy.»»
and that ““it bad not been dppe.ss A
the foregoing is the only jaw ul")o
subject, it would seem that j, - the
might honestly differ from the 1ewyem
judge 1o the opinfon so bmphat?rned
expressed, and atlll retain thej, SEMs?
tation an lawyers. In fact, (he TSR
sefious complaints Which hnve g::“
made to the Commission have po 0
thfir olralgh:l in this statute, haq
n 9 leading mem
People’s or Mormon plml; °of the
whom were George Q. Unnn,on P
Richar.sand John T. Chine. nphas. -
befnre the Commission dem’nn[:lpjeam‘l
coostruction of the Ertatute nndug .
structions to the registrary of Jo.
Like City and county, whe, tp Haig
leged, were threatening ‘1o ol
from the lints the namen gof alf"“‘“
sons not found in the “hoyge to hper-
canvas.’? It wasargued atrepy, g
that the law required the regigtl?USI
find from *‘carefu) ]l.lqu]ryu thntar to
pereon registered had ‘died, rem the
or was *‘otherwise disqualmed,o,ved”
fure tllaf could purge the liat of be-
name. It was represented that i
injury would be done their pe glre‘?t
the oppoalte course were to \)g pu':p °
B8 many of thelr voters werg E:ed’
on elimlurch misslons, on rﬂnche: t:t;nll;
orarily or engaged In " o
EL’F ulstance.g . teraporary work
he Commission con ;
construction to be the gq ?ll:;:edn thiell
80 jnstructed the registrary, one SR
A few months later the
sonn, hecompanied with (3 ¢
ards of Ogden, came hefo(;;, t(ﬁ; lz‘nch-
mission, reprerenting that the ?‘m-
linta were loaded down with g ¥ auf
persons who could bot he munl:j:eso
who they believed had diednnd
removed, and they feared l’raugr
were Intended by the Libera] nrt“
!n voting 1men upon thejr mfm y
They wsked instructiong to t‘;:-
Ogden registrars to strike off the nam E
of all who could not be foupd Tk ?’
attention wags celled to the °Pl-108i|;a|e r
structions they had asked and obhlu:d-
:'zlf'ug::!l.t liake, And the request wap
Mueh was anid in the
inquiry last winter in
tenipts to

STRIKE FROM TIIE 11878

the Dames of Mormons unjustiy, and
the Commirsion was hiamed (or I.l‘lB t-
tempt. Buch a thing is only pussible
under the provision of the Juw uf 1878
w;lhicllx authorized objections o he ﬂl'ed
shortly prior to the ele
m?rily tfeclded. Stion andigEy

t several thnes came to the -
edge of the Commlssion that :3°|wm:-
proper use was intended to be made pf
this provislon of the Juw, but in each
vage the Commission promptly and
summarily ruppressed it as- soon as ite
at[.reﬂti?n was called to {t. F

e jast lustance was prior

ejection of 1890. The (J‘oni:misni?n 1?;3
sppointed Judge Heed to hear nbjen-
tioua to veters In geveral precinets of
Box Elder county, including Brigham

RAN e per-

Congressionn]
Tegard to at-

City. It wasinformed that objections
h"t‘ been f}led before him to the names



