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it toif not true that they have
antly maligned the people of utah

the reports of the commission are
public documents and may be left to
speak for themselves upon this point

it tola not true that they have refused
to recognize the formation of national
parties 0 or that they declinesdecline
to appoint any judge of election from
either the democratic or republican
partiesParties after being requested so to do

on the contrary sitai the only general
election holdheld in utah since the dis-
banding of the People 8 party and
when the republican and democratic
partpartiesI1es made their first appearance and
cast their first votes a representation
was awarded both parties on the boards
of electionelect iori in the following manner
two judges were appointed from the
liberal party at each poll except
where none but mormonscormons resided
and the third judge was chosed alter-
nately as far so practicable from the
republican and democratic partiespartied
ID the mormon precincts all thejjudges
of election were professedly republi-
can and democratic

this rule of selection was adopted
because there had theretofore been no
republican or democratic parties
holding elections in utah their
birth was infia expectancy and it was
concluded not to recognize fully
parties which had not yet cast a vote
to give evidence of their existence
the only election of imDimportanceortance holdheld
since then was the municipal election
held for saltbait lake city in february
last for that election the commission
motinotifiedfled the chairman of each party
organization democratic republican
and liberal to furnish it with
names of proper persons to act asaa

Jjudges of election at the several polling
places and from lists furnished in re-
sponse of such notice appointed a
judge of election from each of the
threeree parties for each polling place in
thee city the result was that when-
ever a question arose at the wastelioinvariablyvariablyAn decided by the democraticcratic
and republican judges combining to
decide against the liberal

it was also noticeable that there waswaa
fully as much if not more complaints
of

UNFAIR METHODS

in this election as ever before
mr calnecaine when he made public

the letter quoted from knew these
facts as well as any oneoie living in utah
when hebe said iuin the same speech
that the polygamists of utah after
the passage of the edmunds lawjaw
neither attempted to register or vote aj

he knew that large numbers of them
did attempt to register and were only
prevented from so doing by the regis-
tration officers appointed by and acting
under the instructions of the com-
mission he knew that out of that
number ten oasescases were selected as
rrepresentingcpresenting all the different phases
and characteristics of the questions
which might be raised furfor adjudica-
tion that tonten test suits for damages
were brought against the members of
theahe commission for refusing to allow
themahem to regiregistersterlandjand vote and that all
thesetheme oasescases were appealed by the
claimants of the right to register
from the decision of the territorial
courts to the highest judicial tribunal
of the nation where they were de-
cided against them and the refusal to
register them sustained seebee casecam of

murphy vs armsey et al U BS re-
ports ppap 164415441615 44

it is also a fact that at every election
held tnin utah since the passage of the
edmunds law numerous persons
barred by that law torfor polygamous and
kindred sexual offenseslensesof have appeared
before the commission often bringing
attorneysattorney and others to advocate their
claims and demanded the right to reg-
ister and vote

the commission has been constant-
ly subjected to thesetheme hostile assaults
from its organization to the present
time

the act of congress known as the
EDMUNDS LAW

which provided for itsite organization
was passed not hastily but when the
people of the country were in deadly
earnest the commission was provided
for as one of the instruments of govern-
ment to carry out a purpose the pur
pose was to compel an unwilling peo
pieale to obey the laws of the land to the
courts and their officers waswari assigned
the duty of administering the penal
portions of the law to the commis-
sion was assigned the duty of adminadain
isterling that portion of the law re-
lating to electoral privilegesprivileged and to
put an end to the alleged abuse
of power asan between mormon and
gentile people of the Territerritorytiry
naturally those mostmoat affected by those
laws but whose acts had rendered
their enactment and enforcement
necessary chafedchafee under their enforce-
ment by the commission and they
have kept up a constant warfare
against it from the beginning until
now nearly every session of con-
gress

con-
greso torfor many yearsyear has seen the
active partisans of the peoples or
mormon party presenting themselves
before thehe committees on territories
and there inveighinginveiglinginveigh ing against the gov-
ernment officials of the territory col-
lectively and individually they
have repeated the same story of

ALLEGED WRONGS
with all the variations that ingenious
minds could devise but with wearing
iteration and reiteration until volume
upon volume of committee reports
have been filledfillad by them WMwith the samefame
kind of charges against all the govern-
ment officersoffice in utah and the commis-
sion has borne in all thesetheme years its
full share of denunciations with-
out appearing before any of
the committees or being invited
so totododo the attacks of last winter
are from the same partisan sources and
the same attacking force aided by a
few allies who have lately joined themahem
the animus of the attacks and the
superabundant and conspicuous lack
of the element of truth remain as be
fore

the commission feels free to assert
that whatever cause for complaint in
regard to registration and the conduct
of elections may exist arises wholly
from the harsh and cumbersome laws
enacted by mormon legislatures in
the past and not in the acts of the
commission in construing and follow
ing them asan it is required by the law
of congress to do those laws were
pawedpassed in 1878 prior to the provision for
a commission and require the regis-
tration officers to make a canvass from
housebouse to house taking the old registra-
tion lists as a basis no authority tois
gevea either to make nownew registration
lists or to purge the old ones except

underinder the narrow limits of the follow
ing sectionmotion of the statute Secsection
revised statuteses utah 11888888

so high an authority asaa FIXex juffeaudrludddd asserted positively to the senatethat the laws
for

provi
PURGING THE registration LIST

that it had not been done 9 Athe foregoing is the only law uuponou thethct it would seem that lawanlawyersmight honestly differ from the learnedin the opinion soISO emphatically
expressed antiand still retain their rrtation as lawyers in fact ththee reauashlmraarstserious complaints which have hmmade to the commission hahave

been
ktheir origin in this statute oaihad

in 1889 leading members of thpeopledPeoplePs or mormon party anin
the

whom were george Q cannon p KricharsBi chars and john T calcalnene adarbefore the commission appeared
construction of the statute 9 aandnd Ain-structions to the registrars oflake city and county who swat

thechevV IMlebed were threatening to
from the lists the names strikeof all rsonsson not found in the house tto0 binlhouse

per
clincanvassvaso it was argued strenuousthat the law required the registrar y
find from careful inquiinquiry to10that thiregistered had 4person dieal removed0or was otherwise didisqualifiedfiedfore tbtheyert could purge ahe list of the

be
itname was represented that eitinjury would be done their gamt

people itthe opposite course were to be
as many of their voters pursuedabsentwerechurch abee ntmissionson on rallranchesches torntereaporarily or engaged I1n te pora osyat a distance ryy wo rk

I1

the commission considered theirconstruction to be thetha correct onone andso instructed the regregistrantistranA few months later the samebame per-sons per-son accompanied with 0 c ruarichards of ogden came before ththe cornmission representing thatthaaththebogdenlists were loaded down with names ofpersons who could not be found andwho they believed had diedremoved and they fearedfeldred frauds
or

were intended by the liberalin voting men upon theirthey asked instructions to theogden registrars to strike off the nanamof all who could not oebe found theirthearattention was called to the opposite IVinthey had askedked and obtainedtorfor salt lake and the request wgwarefused
muchbluch was said in the congressionalinquiry lastlaet winter in regard to attempts to

STRIKE FROM THE LISTSthe names of mormonscormons unjustly godandthe commission was bblamedjar e fortempt such a thing is only possible
A

under the provision of the law of 1878which authorized objections to be filedshortly prior to the election and sum-marily decided
it several times came to the knoknowl-edge wiof the commission that an im-proper use was intended to be made ofthis provision of the law but in eachcase the COmmilcommissionetoll promptly saw

summarily suppressed it as soon soas itoitaa 1

attention was called to it
the last instance was prior to theithe Selection of 1890 the commission had

appointed judge heed to hearbear obbes
eions to voters in several precincts of H
box elder county including brighamhcity it was informed that objectionsIM

1
1I

hadbad been filed before him to cathe inua


