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ry, Dr. Ludwig Kellzr, archivist of | vd with Anabaptist views, and that |
Munster, says: *“The more [ exam-|even when in religious profession |
ine thke documents of the time at iy | they were Roeman Catholies or Re-
command, the more I am astonlshed | formed. A prool that this sympathy
at the diffusion of Anabaptist views, | was common $o the townsfolk is the
an extent of which no ofher inves-| way the Botterdam authorities in-
tigator iaa had any knowledge;” | teivened om behalf of Anabaptists
aud he fur her gays: “The coast cit- | badly treated in Switzerlaud. They
ies of the North Sez and XEast Sea [addressed a long letter to the Council
from Flanders to Dantzig were fill-| at Berne, entreatiug them to do
ed with Anabaptista” In 1330 justiceto their Mennonite subjects, |
there were was scarcely a village in | and assuring them that they had oo
the Netherlaidg where they weve|cause to regret the lberty which had
pot found. Oue hundred and fifty | been accorded to Anpabaptists in
years later, 8 writer on ‘‘The Relig- | Holland, through the inflexible
fon of the Duteh’’ divides the popn-|determination of Williamof Orange,
lation of Holland into three parts|apd that notwithstanding the oppo- |
—Reformed, Roman Catholies, and |&ition of the mwst powerful of his
Angbaptists. And the udescend-|followers. Thé great ieader inthe
ants of Lhe latter people must, to a| War of Independeuce seems to iave
greab exteot, have remained the!understood what later represented
working classes of Holland, for iheir | the heart and soul of the people.
creed cut them off from ascending | They, on their part, had the true in-
o the ruling ¢lasg, if it bad beenistinet of national life, recognizing
easy, whieh it was not. *It js not|in William of Orange a heaven-sent
lawful,?, they said, “for Christians| protecter. When they brought him
to swear, t0 exercise nuy charge of|their contributivne towards the
civil majestracy, or to make use of|struggle he asked them if they made
the sword, not even to punish the|any demand. ‘‘None,” they re-
wicked, or to oppose furce with |plied, “but the friendship of your
force, or toengage in a war upon | grace, if God grants you the govern-
any account or occasion.?* ment of the Netherlands’’ This
The Anpabaptists suflered, not friendship, coutinued hy Prince
only for their attittde of reproof to | Maurice, secured the Mennonites
all who took the sword of authority, | toleration, and they seemed to have
but also for the terror with which | recovered their numbers, which had
in the Peagaut Revolt, and in the | been thinued by persecution.
fapatical outbreak ai Munster, their At the close of the seventeenth
predecessors had inspired thelulers. | century the cities of the Netherlands
‘Pheir martyrology is full of touch- | were full of Mennonites, who had
iug iucidents, some of which occur- | their public nssemablies, and au ab-
red in Rotterdam. In 1539 Anpna|solute liberly of exercising their
Tauizeo, réturning from England, | religion.
where she had fled, was denounced This alliance bstween the house
for baving sung a hymn. On her|of Orange and the people of the
way to prisou she aske.l a Laker ip | United Provinces was a necessity
thu crowd to take charge of her in-|under a coustitution which per-
fant. The child bore the name of | milted the entire domination of the
Jessins de Lind, and lived t3 be-|Stales lo fall into the handsof the
coitie burgomaster. Its mother wag | influential citizans of the towns.
drowaed in company with another| As every city was, like every
wotnan, the betrayer throwing her- | proviuce, aState in iiself, the United
gell into the water immediately af-| t’rovinces formed a federation of iu-
ter. About the same time several | dependent communities, vach ruled
men were belieaded, and other wom- | by a few families, ttrong in their
en wery drowned. One of the lat- | common icterests, and their com- |
ter was a girl of fourteen, who, | plete knowledge of the management
among otler things said: “I-willrisk |of public affairs. In Overyssel
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stadtholder aud the holsting of the
Orange flag on St. Lawrence’s, an
intimation being conveyed to the
members of the City Council that
their houses would be dostroyed if
they did mot sanction the resoliz-
tion. With one or two exceptions
they obeyed, and it was next morn-
ing eonveyed to the prince.

Thus urged, the depties of Rotter-
dain fook the lead in proposing to
the States-General the restoralion of
the stadtholderate, and the Prince
of Orange was elected under the
style and title of Wililam 1[I
Bul the people, suspicious of tlhe
influence of the parly which Lad
ruled so loug, wished to purify the
Btate of all its adherents, and the
hostility Letween the latter and the
Dutehh democracy may be gathered
rom the words of a contemporary:
““There are people who, consideriug
hat foreign domination I3 fur less
infolerable than an znarchy, ami
thaf the tyranby of the populace is
the most unsupportable of all domi-
nation, would huve better liked to
suhmit themselves to France than
to remain exposed to the insolence
of an insurrectionary and furious
rabbie.”?

The resideuce of William ITT. ip
England had a serious effuct on this
popular attachment to the house of
Orange, and under his successors
that w:zchment grew whaker and
weakéF, In the later balf of the
sighteenth century the Republicang
secame the real national party. A p
insurrection in 1787, suppressed by
ihe assistauce of the king of Prussia,
zave warning of the cvhange thag
had taken place iu the popular ming,
and when, towards the close of 1794,
the French revolutionary army, un-
der Pichegru, menaced Holland, the
stadtholder found himself deserted,

and the proposal to flood the coun-

try, as on former oceasions when the
national independence was at stal:e,
energetically ol)pusad‘ﬁy ihe Dutch
people. The vearer the Froneh
armies drew to the counlfines of the
United Provinces, the bolder ang
more explicit was the avowal of the
people at Iarge of a determined par-
tiality ju their favor. Bo mucl, in-

my body and my goods, I will deny | Groningen, and Middleburg,
up all for | habitants had some part in th
Jesus? sake.”” The elevation of soul | tion of their rulers, lut in

my friends and give

which enabled these poor people to
face their dreadful fate comes out
in another woman, thus murdered,
who left four children, to whom she
wrote a long letter, containiug this
prayer:i—

) holy Father,
children of Thy servaat in Thy
truth, and preserve them from all
evil aud injustice for the sake of
Thy holy Name. 0O Almighty
Father, I commit them to Thee for
they are Thy creatures, take care of
them for they are the work of Thy
hamis. Let them walk in Thy
ways. Amen.”

In 1558 the Rotterdam people rose
in rebellion against these atrocitie
The execulioner doing his wori
veryslow iy,thedbrowd got exasperat-
ed, and, proeceeding from one point
to another, drove awayv the judge
and his officers, stormed the prison,
and delivered all who were to hiave
Lbeen burnt.  Thus i is clear the
Rotterdam people were 1mtich affect.

]
sanctify the

the in- | jeed, was this the case, thaf the -
e elec: | stadtholder’s own party was itself
Utrecht | affected, and could wnot resist tlye -
and in Holland geueml]y ithe rulers geuel'a[ epnthusiasm. A SCvere
recruited themselves wilh the belp | winter enabied Pichegiu to enf-er
of a small number of privileged elec- | Holland over the icebound rivers:
tors Lo whom they gave a share of|the French armies eutered Rotter. "
the official sweets. damon January 20, and Amsterdam
The dislike of the Dntch people to | on the tweuty-second. Scenes of
the oligarchy digplayed itself effect- | popular rejoicing ocecurred, recalling
ively during theminority of William | she great days of the French Rav. .
III., afterwards King of England |olution. The writer possesses twg
under the sametitle. The oligarchy | large prints of the time, represent-
bad completed ils own power by |ingthe great square in front of the
suppressing the stadthelderate al. | Town Hall- at Amsterdam fileg
together. In 1658 there was great | with thousands of people, mwstly of
pepular agitation at Botterdam, the |the humbler classes. A cirvele of
prince’s party Leing so strong that|men, women, and children are
the regents could not prevent i(|dancing round a pole surmounted
making levies on the fleet. In 1672 | by the cap of Liberty, and several
there was a general rising in Hol- | smaller parties are engaged in other
land; and iu Rotterdam, by the|parts of the square in the same
complicity of the city guard, the:festive manner. This change of
Orange party surrounded the great | feeling towards the house of Orange
chureh of B5bt. Lawrence during |shews thatits former basis had been
worship, compelling the citizens as | the belief the people entertaizied that
they came out t¢ declare for the|it was their best palladium against
prince or the States. The result was | tyranny,that with reference to theiy
a demand for the uomivation of a'rvights it would fuifil its motio;




