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10 rébel ngninst God. *‘Leetus break |
he bands of God and His A nointed !

- H:ﬂ,. and cast away their cords from
'8, is a trie representation of the
“ml&y and rage of the rulers of the
World, QObedicoce to & supreme
POwer ig the very point that haughty
;nenﬂ_lwuys ohject to. Submission
uBa ¥irtue not desired and not much
Mderstood. Hence Infldelity. Men
baku refure in the dark caves of this

ITen wilderness in onler to escape

4 and His ruling power.

d But this natural dus)l'uvity of man
I"Eﬂ Not give the full explanation,
“fl this lics the fact that Christianity

B never understood except com-
Paratively by very fow. The high
Brinciples introduced by Christ,
th"l'ﬁ never grasped by the masses of
ofe beople. loven the first Apostles
0 our Lord were but partially en-
&htened on many points; and the

}‘.II-Li;ht grows more and more dim as
m]"w hold messengers of God are

e nway and the nges roll on. |
f:lﬁy_bmly who will compare the
futjtmgﬂ of the so-called agosbolic
mu"“rﬁ, and later om, the Church

1ers, with those of the AIp:]tlee,
int.é readily perceive how light and
Unﬂmilen(:e gradunlly faded away
sm'l lost in the inists of
ol Mees.  Opee in A while the
Y ouds  gpon and  rays  of
n:!‘lve_nly ight break forth upon
gm:klnd; but-agnin its blessings are
Zn ped only by the few. The
wt“’ﬁof the world are thus always
Vure open to infldelity, from the
wad fact that the masses of the

orld never had a right understand-

& of t!ﬁe truth.

AL illustration of this may be
%f.van in the miraculous phenomena
| hristianity. ‘Thore was a time

0 miracles were not ohjected to.

Wis not thought impossible for
b, arrest the course of the
wap enly hodies, to divide the
metem of the Red 8en, to feed 5000
ht‘a? on a few lonves of Lread, or
i blind man with the touch of
or. M. .}, could mot be explained,
.‘éoaﬂtf_ler, the explanation thai
ficin did it was thought to be suf-
mattnut' It was looked upon nsa
Whm;: of fact tbnt God could do

voover Ho desired. But seience
mVSHCUd’ natural ¢-Inws” were ia-
Iy Cred, and the nssertion was bold-

mgde that a iniracle was an im-
evﬁllta‘hty; on the ground that
to cept, always talke place according
ftlend. D Datural laws. Now, the
Uttep IB of Christianity proved their
reli; B Roranee of the spirit of their
trus O"bY denouncing this as un-
that They persisted in holdin
ubo‘,:,mmc“’a are against, or at leas
their '} natural laws; and thus hy
“']lﬂ-ttl’nomnm they bLroke down
Chrjgy; ey pretended to defend. 1f

5 ]mmt could not live without
anigyos bhus ux[tJ(l)ained, Cliristi-
are 2. Yould have to go, and there
dnyhrobably milions of infidels to-

ho are 8o because they believe
t?1 God of nature is at variance
Smpg ® God of the Bible, an as-

ancg, fon founded on pure ignor-

, thﬁ“ﬂther instance may be found in
tion of the “Christlans’’ to-|

Wi
w;;[ffm"atuml philosophy. There
in p, ¢ Wheneverybody helieved |

Unseen world —a
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world.”* This was divided into
thres parts: Heaven, whero all the
angels and the good people lived,
hedl, whers all the devils and the bn[i
people had apartments; and hades
where those woent who were not gooci
enough for heaven nor bad enouih
for hell. Heaven was situated hzr
above the stars, in the infinite re-
gions of light and bliss; liell was sit-
unted in the centre of thevarth; and
hades had no clearly-defined  geo-
graphieal pusition. .

In this system the earth was the
great centrum of creation. The sun
and all the brilliant stars were noth-
ing but so many lamps,made for the
vxclusive benefit of man, The carth
wus i stable habitation and the heav-
ens with all their hosts had to re-
volve round the earth in the short
time of twenty-four hours. HSatan
and his angels governed the air to o
Inrge extent, and enused much trou-
bie anwng the children of mew,
They would bave done a great deal
more had it oot besn for the good
angels who guarded and preserved
men in thuir doings on earth,

This system, crude as it i, satis-
fled tbeologians and phllosophers
alike. The students of the Bible
found no better information in the
sacred volume, vor was ilatonie-
Aristotlian-Scholastic Philosopby at
varianee with it. For 1500 years it
predominated, But suddenly the
monk Copurnicus appeared, With
mighty arm he threw the earth out
of ity supposed position ns the cen-
trum of creation, and put in the sun
as such, instend of the earth, This
caused a wonderful revolution in the
genetn] modes ot thinking. The
stars became sung, and the earth it-
self was reduced to a mere atom,
rolling its coutrse in space. To com-
mence with, the “defenders of the
faith”? gave the Copernienan dis-
covory no heed at all; but after n
while the system: was further de-
veleped and proved-in all its details.
Then the conflict between ‘‘science
and Christianity’?commenced, The
¢‘QChristiane’’ understood their re-
ligion as imperfectly as possible, and
P ilosophers attacked them merci-
essly. Two points were made. This
little earth of ours, it was said, can-
not be the chief point of creation.
God’s Son could not clioose such an
inslgnificant spot of the world to
live and fo die in. The thought Is
preposterous.  This was the firat
point. The second was that it was
n ridiculous idea to tancy the “spirit-
world”? heaven, hades and hell
with all ita angels, humau souls, or
Jevils should turn round In twenty-
four hours or following the law of
gravitation, with the earth run
round the sun in a year. The iden
wns a lnughable one. But the
Christian world stood n)most with-
out an answer.  The Catholics con-
tinued to sell admission tiekets to
heaven, and the Protestants said
nothing. Christinnity wae not un-
derstood, and human wisdom had
it all its own way.

Subsequent researches led to fur-
ther-reaching eonclusions, Matter
was suhjected to the elosest serutingy,;
and when nothing more than mat-
ter eould be discovered there caome
the too hasty conclusion that noth-

“uplrit * ing more existid—that matter was
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its own originator, governed by
fixed, immutable laws. The whole
world became nothing more than a
working machine; and when every-
thing happened according to laww,
inherent in matter, s0 was the iden
of God totally abandoned. For in
a world moving according to its own
“lnws’’ a God had clearly pothing
to do.

Thus men succeeded step by step
to form a system wherein God had
no room.

But man existed yet a8 a be-
ing endowed with will, under-
standing and conscientiousess,
How could his *free will”’ harmon-
ize with the uncbangeable laws of
the new sgystoem? Wheu everything
happens upon fixed laws, how is a’
free ngent possible? ‘The answer

to this came zoon. The Creator,
whocver he was, had forescen
everything, even the epecinl acts

d or bmf, of men, and the world
iad been made so thai all these ucta
could fit into it, and the whole
work together to the furtherance of
the general plan.  Thus it was
thought that a *flee  will>’ and up-
changenble laws were made to fit
into cach other. Aud again there
was no room for God; for everything
is *‘foreseen.’”’” It can conseguestly
not be otherwise than as it 8. What
is, is the only.thing that possibly
coitld be, It 18, therefore, Idle to
talk of frewdom, responsibility, sin
or virtue. What is, is right. No
God can make it otherwlse. To
these conclusions the syslem of
Lejbuitz necessarily led. And o
such fearful conclusions human wia-
dom lhios ever led. The ‘‘defenders
of faith” have stood powerless be-
cause they did not, as a rule, under-
stand the religion they professcd.
The Word of God in the Bible, in
nature, in history, wers all illegible
hieroglyphics to them. Hence there
was nothing to prevent the flood of
infldelity from inundating the
world. To all this comes another
mighty factor which is by itself the
originator of more iufidellty than
all the rest put together. 1 refer to
the inconsistency which many pro-
fessed Chiristians have shown, in
professing one thivy and practiclng
another. ’

Look at the Christian world,
They clnim to believe in Christ and
try to demonstrate that olaim by in-
pumernble religlous performances.
The spires of their Gothio “temples”
and cathedrals of magnificent nnd
curious \vorkmnnshiE, sigi:llﬁcantly
point towards the shy—the “heav-

ens.?” Their ‘prieste’’ officiate in
gorgeous apparel, adorned with pold
embroidered crosges; and the na-
tions bow in adorution. But a lit-

tle ncarer uaintance with the
whole show discloses the fact that
this pame Christian world, includ-
ing, pope, priests, bishops, ete., does
not helieve one single word of what
Christ has spoken. Not one word!
This i8 n fearful charge and must he
substantiatexd.

Christ taught holinesa ns the con-
dition upon which nlone man can
obtain the privilege.'of seping God.
The “Christinn’® world practices
unholiness in various waye and
says ““God is and will always be in-
visible and incomprehensible,’



