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editorials
GODS AUTHORITY AND maa

LIBERTY

WPWK have demonstrated in these col-
umns that mormonism is not theth
despotism described by its opponentsopponent
and believed by the multitude but i

system in which every member has s

free voice and vote also that 4 vs
blues the individual
abas hii and responsibility but its

enemies strongly object to the doctrine
of present revelation which is ffunda-
mental

t
in its creed and without which

it would be as worthless as tthehe various
man made religions that perplex and
divide mankind they seem to hate
the very idea of divine interference in
the affairs of men and claim that the
bondage of the mind is inevitable to a
belief that any man receives for others
the word and will of god

and yet this is the very essence of
biblical religion the books of the
old testament and the new are
authoritative throughout christen-
dom because they are believed to con-
tain the word of the lord through
prophets and apostles the mosaic
dispensation rests upon the revela-
tions of god through the hebrew
leader moses and is sustainedned by the
messages sen from I1 deity to inamana
through the seers who succeeded him
the christian dispensation depends
uuponon the manifestations of deity
tthroughrough jesus of nazereth and his
disciples and without belief in di-
vine communications to mankind
through chosen individuals there
would be no religions in the world

it it be admitted that god ever
spoke to man and ever had a mouth-
piece on earth to aidyany family tribe or
nation dissent to present revelation
becomes illogical and inconsistent if
god never spoke to man in the past it
might be reasonable to sayhe does not
reveal his will in the present butiabut it
divine revelation was ever given it
maybe given now anaitand it is just as
ratio naKo believe in present as in an-
cient communications from heaven
godsgoda power to reveal is not limited
by time mans ability to receive is not
a faculty of a special period god is
the same yesteryesterdayday td day and torfor
ever man is his offoffspringspring and de-
pendent upon him tor light as much
in tapta nineteenth century as in the first
andenand in the latter days as in the earliest

it is folly in the face of history and
experience to say that mans freedom
is infringed by gods revelations even
it people belibelieveeve a message delivered
by one havinghabinc divine authority to
come from the almighty they are still
perfectly free as to its acceptance and
their action in relation to it god told
israel of old not to have a king he
also warned them of the consequences
it they rejected his counsel but they
would have a king they did have a
king and the results were just as god
through his prophet predicted so it
willwil be always when the almighty
reveals his will man is treefree to obey
or disobey but the consequences are
inevitable and natural and man will
be judged for his acts by one who
never swerves from the principles of
eternal justice balanced with eternal
mercy

there is no compulsion in the teach-
ings or spirit of mormonism nor in
the discipline of the mormon church
belief in present revelation does not
imply coercion in any sense of the
word the doctrine of the cherchisChur chisis
that every member is entitled to geseekek
for and receive divine communications
and manifestations torfor iliahis or her 0ownian
guidance profit and enlightenment
they will come aceaccording to the faith
capacity and integrity of the suppliantliput
but to the church in its organized
entirety only one man at a time tois to
receive the word and will of the lord
for its government and that man is the
hpheadad called of god chosen and sus
bained as such by the free vote of the
people composing the church

but it tois asked after the people have
accepted him what th enAnd it is said

their reasoning faculties cannot be
exercised on any question in which hisbis
authority is urged 11 the answer is
they are just as treefree then as before to
receive or reject what he bridge forth
clclaimingaimin to be the word of the lord
it is not true that they are deprived of
or hindered bif tatap exercise of their

reasoning 11 it is every
mans rirightht to act on his own agency
and on his own conceptions 0 rrightg t
and wrong because he is to be jujudgedge
for his own acts and he must there-
fore be left ffreeree to do or not to do asae
he himself elects if a man does not
believe a professed divine revelation
through one whom he recognizes as
the properly authorized person toreto re
ceide such communications he is not
compelled to accept it anaand act upon
it and it he does believe it his
agency is still free and he can do as he
willsills concerning it his reasoning
faculties are not destroyed or impaired
by his belief

israel of old believed that god had
commanded them through moses not
to intermarry with the nations around
them yet they broke this divine in
1 unctionjunction repeatedly and always with
evil results to the transgressors it is
the same today there are people
who will break the Evsabbathabbath and yet

11 the time they know that god has
commanded them not to do so both

through ancient prophets and by his
chosen mouthpiece in the present age
whom they recognize andad have sus-
tained in that capacityitY the people do

not lose the exercise of their reason-
ing faculties hvbv believing anything
rightri ht to be divineDivinenornor do they lose theth
power tpto act freely in relation to it
there is justies much free thought
in acceptingaa in rejecting dis

L

i

revelation and lustjustM bfof men to
pen dencell for them or

kawi zyany species of compulsory
authority over them there is sotnot a
freer people in the world so far AS any

priespriestly power isexercised than the
latterLatterilayday saints ual respon-
sibilitylity is one of the vital principles of
their creed therefore individual de-
velopment is inculcated as a necessity
to human exaltation the glory of
god is intelligence this is written in
the revelations they hold as sacred
also this

whatever principles of intelligence
we attain unto in this life it will rise
with us in the resurrection and if Iaperson gains mere knowledgeow ledge and in-
telligencetelligence in this life throughiTi hisbis dili-
gence and obedience than another liehe
will have so much the advantage
world to come doc and cov p

and further
that every man may act in doctrine

and principle pertaining to futurity
according to the moral agency which
I1 have given unto them that every
man may be accountable for hisbis own
sins in the day of judgment there-
fore it is not right that any man should
be in bondage one to another die
and cov p

this isii held in view of every convert
to the doctrines of mormonism
mere belief in a creed or acceptancet ce
of men as holding divine authoritya rpit is
not viewedvie wed or taught as the means of
salvation personal righteousness
intelligence and progress are essential
to the exaltation of every man and
woman as well as faith in christcharbit and
obedience to the ordinaordinancesnedi adminis-
tered by men authorized to act io hisbis
name Eleyaelevationtion of individual char-
acter is the great desideratum in the

mormon system
atatthethe same time the benefits of order

subordination and unity are not lost
sight of they are necessary to the
success of every ororganizedanizel body

i obedience iis better thanean sacrificeoperationcooperationcojo accomplishes more than
strife without order there is no har-
mony and without harmony there is no
happiness the mormon church is

servance of these principles by roomo it of
its membersemberstn their union compicomplianceance
with counsel and operativecooperativeco effort
though short otof the standard before
them are a marvel to the world theyilley
have real faith in their religion aad
confidence in the divine authority of
their ministers

but all their obedience is voluntary
their association spontaneous their
action from choice how can therothere be
greater liberty if it be objected that
they are inthein the bondage of a creed the
answer is that isia the condition of all
people who have baith it is therestraint
only of conscience those who havecave no
conscience or who are dead to its dic-
tates are usually the slaves to vice and
enoyenily less true liberty than the con-
scientiousious aad religious they wouldweald
if they had their way destroy the very
freedom they pretend to advocate
they would prevent men and women
from obeying the word which the latter
believe to be divine they would
break up by force the unity thaith springs
from free will they
the authority compliance with which
brings the greatest satisfactionfaction and
joy they would substitute the serf-
dom of bowing to their dictation for the
freedom of williwillingfig and intelligent sub-
mission to that which is believed to be
the decree ofef heaven

we want none of it the latter
day saints are contented with their
faith and devoted to the system which
they have adopted they have a firm
assurance that it is diviane Thelthe have
attained that conviction through obed-
ience to the gospel and by the witness of
the holy spirit theythay know thatbeythey
are not subjected to any unlawfullawfulan oroc
unrighteous dominion in the church
of which they are members and they
rejoice in the liberty wherewith they
have been made treefree indeed they
will go on in the way of obedience and
pepeaceace ununderstandingerstanding that to yield to
ththee right is oetter than selfbelt will and
bebelieving thatt while the rebellious shall
be piercedberce with many sorrows he
ththatat exal teth himself shall be abased
and he that bumb jeth himself shall be
exalted 11

thimTHE MOMENTOUS QUESTION

THE sewerage question as now pre-
sented is one of much importance it
interests the whole city although it is
presented in definite form to only a
1limited portion of the people the
property owners in district no 1 are
called upon to decide a propositionsilon
made to them by ta city council but
all the citizens of salt lake are inter-
ested in it because it will affect them

I1

financially and otherwise
this question abshould be decided in

telligently and cwiwithouttl bout passion or pre
judicej udice and this cannot bedolebe dorie with

out considering all the prominentprom ineat tafactsacts

bearing upon the case people should

avoid being drawn into any crazy cur-
rent or part izan movement theT he situ-
ation should be viewed calmly andanc
carefullycare tully and a decision i reach l

out rereferencereferentferenc e to ttap simple is
the chicaietcuieT bac of toethe streets inglycai oy ththee boundaries of district

no 1 a double row of pipes
sewagee faiomi om the bouhou sesby otoilwr pipes
to connect themt with each house in
the district the cost to be paid by
the propertyproperly owners consist of a tax
of two per cent on the assessed valu-
ation of their real estate forthe pres-
ent year and each additional the
cost of glambinbinbingg work to be defrayed
by each property owner is at present
unknown the poorest property
owner in the district will have to pay
the same amount for the connecting
pipe as the richest the widow whose
property isin assessed at four hundred
dollars will have to pay the torfor
connecting pipe and the great firm
assessed itat a hundred thousand dol-
lars will have to pay for it no more

these lateral pipes are to run into a
main sewer the site of which and the
cost of which no mauman knowellknoweknowelbtb the
first location by a direct sewer to the
jordan was planned at an estimated
cost of the real costcoat
beingbeine computed by many at double
that amount but the first idea was
abandoned audand the next notion was to
carry it along fourth south street a
given distance then turn north andaad
finally westward so as to digdischargechar ge
somewhere near pettitsPettits on the jor-
dan the estimated cost of talfe is put
in round fleurefl sure by practical men at
notHOI iem hailban

another propresetct is to run the main
sewerwr alous a lower street say
seventh south and carry it out westwent
over the jordan to white lake to do
this would have to be res-
orted to the cost of the sewer would
be about and of the pumping
apparatus nobody knows

still another plan is to provide a
d dumpingcampins ground carry the sewage to
it by the inot feasible route and
convert the waste matter into fertili-
zers to be utilized for agricultureri culture
what the cost of tais wouldd be has
not yet been determined

the of the main sewer and
the disposition of the sewage is18 to
come out of the city treasury in other
words out of the pockets of the tax-
payers in every part of the city that
it will be something eBorenormous can be
readily perceived by every person who
will considered the area covered kyby
this city and the distance the sewer
must be built to be of any service if
the sewerage system is only to include
Distdistrictriat no 1 then the whole city will
iebe taxed for its especial benefit itif
other districts are formed then the
main sewer will have to be extended
farther east at additional cost to the
general taxpayerstaxpayer added to the special
taxes on the disdistrictsIVricas formed

these facts must be held in view be-
fore lustjust and sensible people canan come
to a rational conclusion as to what
ought to tefee done to throw out of
the question the disposition of the
sewage audabd the construction of the
main sewer to conduct it is to refuse
consideration of its most important
and most expensive feature it toIs not
an honest and rational manner of dis-
cussingbussingcussing it

it is said the people are not called
upon to decide the question of its dis-
position just so they are called
upon to decide whether they want
these lateral pipes to carry sewage no
one knows where and at an indefinite
cost butbat winwill any sane person at-
temptte p to cclaima in that the disposition of
thetae sesewageake should cut no figure in the
question whetherhether the people want to
paysy for lateralsliteralslate rals to receive sewage Is
fttsa matterater of no moment to those who
have to decide whether thethey auantn t to
estaestablishbligh an expensiveespenele 8y s to
know what the prospectsprospects are torr its
ultimate success

we are told that if the proposition
meets with the support of those inter-
ested the city council will be
obliged to provide suitable means
and a suitable place for the final
disposition otof the sewage Is
not that a cheerful and consoling way
to get rid of a knotty and formidable
problemeblem ohloh we dont know hdhow it
is5 to be done or even whether it can
be done but the city council will have
to do it anyway if the property
owners in district no I1 can only be
induced to shut their eyes and say

we want sewers neither knowingknowin9
nor caring what this decision will lead
to then tae city will be committed tote
the sewer policy and will be compelled
to make some disposition of a flood of
filth which will be cast upon its handsbands
no matter at what cost nor whether
there is any place to put it where it
will not be a thousand fold greater
nuisance than at present

biotM course thehe question of Ididisposi-
tion Is not to appear in the formal
proteprotests objectors to the proposed
system but it should be kept in view
of every taxpayer before he decides
the question it Is of far more imbor

i tance thauthan the bare proposition that
calls for decidecisiondion by october it
lies at the bottom of the whole matter
howhoweancan a sensible taxpayer decide
whether he wants to pay torfor pipes to
carry sewage from his premises when
there Is no plan prepared to receive ttheh e
body of the sewage no place chosen to
deposit it no means devised for water
to flushflash the pipes and make sure that
the matter will be taken where it can
do no harm

vwewe hopehope ouroar readers wwillIII not be hur-
ried along with a crowd to commit
themselves to a great mastakomis takopoaT

e 1
not true that bgbeen depre
erty va up r 09 it say emphatically
a are opposed to it and will protest

against it and have only said they
wantant sosomee system of sewerage or
means otof sanitationnani tation for the city that
is widely differedt to endorsing the
present proposition

another thinathin tbt should be under-
stood is t lt he who does not protest

this pproposal counts as in
favor of it liehe who is not posi-
tively against it is consideredconsig ered to be
for it no vote in its sup-
port that is not required in the call
of the council it is only a protest
against it that is open to the taxpayers
of01 the district every property owner
who does not protest will appear to
the city council ouon the of octo-
ber as assenting to the taxation of bigbifi
property torfor the building of the later
als and agreeing to pay the for the
connection pipe let those who com-
prehend this explain it to those who
comprehend it not leave no tax-
payer in the dark onOH this momentous
question

we have explained our views re-
peatedlypeatedly on toethe saulsanitarytary question thecity needs a system to dispose
of itsita waste material such a
system can be established
at comparatively small expense
and in a most effectual manner but
to commit the city just now
to a system that seems imprac-
ticable and threatens to over
whelmshelmit with debt and difficulty

i
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pear a to be very and
we tihab believe it would involve the
city cycilcil in no end of trouble now
let th atter be well weighed and
et the people take prompt action as
their good judgment shall direct

CUSTOMS OFFICIALS AP THE
BOOK OF MORMON

delicate duty ofaf deciding whether
or bot the mormon bible is authentic
haslm devolved upon the customs de-
partmentpartment of canada if really a bible
the duty to be levied upon it is but 5
per cent but itif not a bible it is18 a mere
hook taxable at thetae rate of 15 per cent
the department hasbas levied the higher
duty thus practically determining that
the work is no revelation but the pro-
duction of human intellect

the foregoing isig from that bright
aandd pungent daily the chicago news
we believe however it appeared in
the toronto mail we were not aware
that the canadian custom house of-
ficers were authorities on the subject
of divine revelation they oreare sup-
posed to render unto ciesarcasar Vicvictoriatorla
the things that are
but not to have anything to do with
the things that are gods what

standard they have for determining
theological questions and gnagi1119
where the divine ends and the
human bebeinsbeginsins or vice versa is not an-
nouncednoun ced and we do not know ot
any formula from crown or bailia
ment as a guide to officials in settling
what isia or is not a revelation from
heaven it would be gratifyinggratify ing to
learn on what principle canadian col-
lectors of customs decide such im-
portant problems

it is hardly to be expected that those
officials took time to read the book
under consideration from beginning
to end and itif not how could they
tell without a revelation to themselves
that it is the production of human
intellect perhaps they consulted
some eminent priests or prpreachers if
so they would not have long to wait
for a conclusion without examina-
tion and without hesitation their ver-
dict would be given that it was no
revelation fr on the hypothesis
accepted in the churches that there
has been no voice from heaven or
communication from god to maa
that to john the beloved on the isle of
patmos investigation would be super
flafus A great many clergymen have
come to the same conclusion as the
canadian customs officials but not
one in a hundred of them has ever
read the book

the delicate duty of those officers
might have been easily avoided there
wabwa noneenBO need for their decision as to
whether the book is A bible it does
bo profess to be a bible neither do
thetha believers in its divinity claim that
itisit is a bible it is simply the book of
mormon the latter dayay saints haverhave
bat one bible and that tois ththe version
of the old andaad andaad new testaments
commonly called king james transla-
tion but on the delicate question
of the divine authority of the book
we hodo not think the practical deter-
minationmination of any number of collectors
of duties in canada or elsewhere will
have any bearing upon intelligent
minds 1

there isii one thing in its favor that
ought to be noted thosethese who have
studied it most are the strongest be-
lievers in its divinity and those who
use the bitterest invectives or the
sharpest ridicule against it have either
neverbliver looked at more than its title
page or even seen the volume or else
have given it but but a and
skeptical examination

all the attempts that have beenbeen made
to account torfor itft on any other hypothe-
sisas than that put forth by the book it-
self have utterly and signally failed
the commonest refuge of its oppon-
ents aba spaulding story has been
thoroughly exploded how an unlet-
tered fourth could have produced the
bock0 k with its complete doctrinal

a rbement with thothi v av lose inseon
41 ii11 relatesrelate and luits hai

Uliaybinmnaib
LIY ruihM itself in all itsit pailsuo in

basbethas yet been able to upon unalj
theorytheor of its human fabrication

ana were that satisfactorily solvejt
therethen would remain the evit lences 01
its prophetic character in thy fool
ment in later beurair of thy
it coutcontainsains abe discovery 01ol
esties and temples ouon the spots indi-
cated as their site many centuries io0oand the numerous other i
bious which the exploit macie av v
travelers and bavo
brought forth since the bobookk was
dished to the world

then therethereceereaie the testimonies of
the witnesses who saw the plates from
which the record wiswas translated axas
the angel who revealedlevealed it to jos
smith turned over the metallic pazes
audand the voice of god from ouoil hihiliii
proclaimed the divine knain of tue
book and the correctness of its trintrans-
lation

i

next there are the thou santis
0of witnesses to its truth who astltestify
that the lord hasbaa made known to theli
by the reftrevelationslations of illshis spirit audand
to iuan of them by heavenly mantmani-
festationsfete that it contains the word ofaigodgad to the ancient prophets upon amstin
continent and lastly there are itils
glorious promises to all who receiverec ive it
as a divine record which have luiu
variably been fulfilled

the decision of the canadian custom
house officers is funny the repu-
diation otof the bookbok by the clelclaisyy
of theacethe age is painful the failure onoil
the part of s to read it is a
greatreal mistmistakealae but its accep-
tancetau- e by the meek and humble bobc
lievers in jeusje us of nazareth audand bybv the
remnants left of the nations khoai
history it narrates is19 cheeringcheer mK aridand isis
one of the signs of the commacoming of the
redeemer and the establishment ouon
earth of the kickingdomdom of gad and of
the dayday when as the stick of joseph
it will be joined with ibehe stick of
judah 1 I as a divine record received
for a guide to all who bow triothe knee to
christchrtt

LOS ANGELES AND

losles 18is wrestling with the
sewerage question at present ac-
cording to the express of that city the
sewage Is discharged in the vernonvarnon
district where it is used wiiq waitr
forfop irrigation but says the express

the running of the water over thithe
land without being separated from the
contents of the sewers must obviously
be offensive to smell and health the
dischargedisc haige of the sewage at the edge otoi
the city has been found so dangerous
aridand obnoxious that a project has beenbeca
seriously entertained to continue theil
main sewer to the ocean at a cost of
three million dollars

but now comes the sewera 0
compary audand offersoffers to10 taketak the sewak
from a givennen point of didiccaaraoarege audand
converting it into fertilizers by sepa-
rating the solids from the fluids
make its profits from the sale of thi
fertilizing matter and of the water forfoi
irrigation the process is the same as
that to which the NEWS has
several times called attention alio
sewage is pumped from the point otof
discharge to pits where it is filtered
through earth and hay and other
materialsmate nals until the fluid is18 colorlesscolo iless
and odorless it is then used for irri-
gating water where needed or run
into ditches to some natural outlet
rhe solid compost of earth haybay sew-
age matter etc is also without odor
and is a valuable fertilizer

this inetme thodortiodor something similar in
the main is in use in several english
towns and at pullman atlantic city
and other places in this country it is
adapted to inland towns and localmesloc alues
having no immediate outlet to toane sea
or other proper point of discharge
and seems to be tthehe method particu-
larly suited tobathisthis city if a sewerage
system whether limited or generaligeneral
should be kdadoptedopted

the two great obstacles in the minds
of thinking people to the project now
before the public nerehere apart irom the
question of cost and toethe ability of
comparatively poor people to meet it
are the lack olof water for flushing to
carrcarryv away the accumulations otof filth
in ththee pipes and sewer and the lack otof
a safe channel to receive the sewage
and convey it away out of danger to
health antiand offense to the olfactories
the jordan is a stream that at oreone
part of the year especially in a dry
season would bearbe BE open sewer smell-
ing to heaven and disgusting to earth
andat another would beanbe an

uponubon the lands ad-
jacent the vile outpourings of the city
to wattwait their scents back to the places
from whence the deposits came

to require people to decide whether
they want sewers and not take
into consideration the two obstacles
here mentioned is to ask them to shshutu t
the eyes of their understandings audand

go it blind 11 we do not believe they
will jump into such a palpable dilemma
as the two horns of the question offer
to their feet that is unless they are
seized withithe 11 booming craze hadand
lose their heads

trin western union telegraph com-
pany will transmit free messages for
the relief of beltow fever sufferers
we are authorized to make this silan


