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EDITORIALS,.

GOD’S AUTHORITY AND MAN’S|

LIBERTY.

W have demonstrated ju these col- |

unins that **Mormonism' is not the
despotism described Dy its opponents
and beileved by the muitliude, buta

T3

through ancient Propbets and by His

chosen mouthpiece in the present ave

whom they recoznize and have Bus-
tained in that capacity. T'he people do
not lose the exercise of their reasot-
bellevine anytbing
nor do they iose the
in relation toit.
b ‘ree thnu_gm.”
rejectios i3t

ing facultics by
right to be Divine
ower to act Irceiy
R‘here i3 Jnsteas muoc
in accepting 13 in
revelation, and SUst@§ Bimen, to
peudence’’ It gthinking for them or

bearing upon the case. People shonld
avoid being drawn into auy ¢razy cur'-
rent or partizan movement. The situ-
ation ahould Dbe viewed ca
carefully
out reference to t‘t]w-mn’aﬂd simpie, i8
the chl%t ner gdCh Of the streets in-
~ucu Dy the boundaries of District
No. 1, a double row o! pipcs taureceive
sewage {rom the houwres,by ot pipes
1o connect them with ezch house ino

system in which every member has 2 | ;a0#}¢ise any dpecies of compulsory | ike District. The cost, Lo be paid by

free voice and vote. Also thatds rus-
bines the prjnf-'vzh\.ulcﬂt& individual
wazut sod responsibility. But fts
enemies strongly object to tbe doctrine
of present revelation, which is funda-|

mentai in its creed, and without which
it would be 43 worthless as the various
man-made rel(liglons that perplex’and
divide mankind. They seem to hate
the very ided of Divine interference jn
the afiairs of men, and claim that the
bondage of the mind is Inevitable toa
belief that any man receives for others
the word and will of God.

Apd yet this is the very essence of
Biblical religion. The books of the
Old Testement and the New are
authoritative throughout Christen-
dom, becanse tiey are believed tocon-
tuin the word of the Lord through
FProphets and Apostles, The 3oaalc
Jdispensation rests upon the revela-

s tions of God throupgh the Hebrew
leader, Moses, and is sustained by the
messages sent from 'Deity to man
through the seers who succeeded him.
The Christian dispensation depends
upon the manifestations of Deity
throngh Jesus of Nazereth and His
disciples. And without belief in Di-
vioe communications to mankind
through chosen individoals there
wouid be no religions in the world.

1f it be admitted that God ever
spoke to man, and ever had 4 month-
plece on earth to any family, tribe or
nation, dissent to present revelation
becomes illogical and inconsistent. If
God never spoke to man in the past,it
might be reasonable to say he does not
reveal Bis will in the present. But if
Divine revelation was ever given, it
mway be given now, and it 1s just as
rationulto believe in present a8 in an-
cient comimunications from heaven.
(God’s power to reveal is not limited
by time; man's ability to receive ia not
a faculty of a apecial period. God is
the game yesterday, to-dzy and for
ever; man is His offspring and de-
peudent upon Him for light as much
in Uy nineteenth century asd in the tirat,
and in the latter days as in the earliest
ages. :

dtis folly, in the face of history and
cxperience, to say that man’s freedom
is infringed by God’s revelations. Even
1f people believe 1 message, delivered
by one having Divine suthonty, to
come from the Almighty, they are still
perfactly free us to i1ts zcceptance and
their action in relation to it, God told
1vrnel of old not to havec a King. Ie
aldo warned them of the consequences
if they refected His counsel. DBut they
would have a Kipg, they did havea
King, and the results were just as God
through His prophe predicted. So it
wi]l be_always, When the Almighty
reveals His wil!, man {a free to obey
or disobey. But the cohsequences are
fuevitable and patural, And man will
be judged l!mrk hig 2cts by Qne who
never swerves from the principles of
eternal justice balanced with eternai
Mercy.

There is no compulsion in the teach-
inga ot spirit of **hormontsm?!? nor in
the d¢iscipline of the**Mormon''Church.
Belief in present revelation doea not
imply coercion in any sense of the
word, The doctrine of the Church is
tbat every member is entitled to Seek
for and receive divine commnnications
and manifestations tor his or her o:vn
guidance, profit and enlichiepment.
T'hey will come aceording to the fzith,
capacity and integrity of thesuppliart.
But to the Church,in its orgenized
entirety, only one Iman ata time is to
receive the word and will of the Lord
for ii8 government,and that man is the
bead,, called of God, chosen and sus-
tained as such by the free vote of the
people composing the Church.

Butitis asked,‘*After the people have
accepted him, what then?'’'And it js said
“their reasoning facnlties cahpot be
exercised on any question in which his
authority is urged.” The answer i8,
they ure just as free then as before, to
receive or reject what he brings forth

‘clajiming to be the word of the Lord.
Itia n%t true _t.I?at they are deprived of
or hintlered id tgw exercise of their
“‘reasoning kfaculfies.” [y i8 every
man’s right to uct on kis own agency
aud on his 0Wn conceptions ofrright
aud wrong, becanse he i8 to be judged
for his own _sacts, and he must there-
fore be left free to do or not to do as
he himself elects. Ii 3 man does not
believe & professed Divine revelation

suthority over them. There is not a-

freer people in the world, so far asany
“‘priestly power' is exercised, than the
Latter-day Saints. Individoal respon-
sibility is one of the vital pr
thelr creed. Therefore individual de-
velopment is inculcated a8 4 necessity
to human exaltation. “The giory ol
God is intelligence;'? thls 1a written in
the revelationa they hold as sacred;
also this:

‘“Whatever principles of intellizence
we attain unto in this life it wiil rise
with us in the resurrection; and if a
person gains more knowledze and io-
telligence in this life through his dili-
gence and obedience than another, he
will have 8o much the sdvantave e
wcln'ld to come,”—Doc, and Cov. p.
461.

And further:

“'That every man may act in docirine
and priociple pertzining to faturity,
aceording to the moral agency whlch
i have given unto them, that every
man may beaccountable for his own
ginsg in the day of judgment. There-

fore it is not right that any man should |

be in boudage, one to another.” Dsc

and Cov., p. 89i.

This is held In view of every eonvert
to the doctrines of *“‘Mormonisw.’"
Mere bellef ina creed, or ucceprance
of men a8 holdinz Diviue authority, is
not viewed or tanght as the mexns of
salvation. Personal righteonsness,
intelligence and progress ere essentis|
to the exaltation of cvery man sud
womah, as well as faithi in Carixt und
obedience to the ordinanves admiois-
tered by men gathorized to act fu his
name. Elevatlon of individual chbar-
acter i3 the preat desideratom in the
*Mormon’®! system.

Atthe sametimethe beneflts of order,
subordination and waity are not lost
sight of. They are necessary to the
success of every organized body,

“Obedience is better than sacrifice.”

{’o-operation accomplishes more than |

strife. Without order there ia no har-
mouny, and without harmony there g no
happiness. The ‘"Mormen’’ Church is
powerful because of the general ob-
servance of these principles by wost of
itg tnembers, Their union, complisnce
with counsel and co-operstive effogl,
though short of the standard belore
them, are a marvel to the world. They
have real faith in their rellgiou and

confidence in the Divine anthority ot|

thelr ministers. -

But ali their obedicuee is voluntary,
their assgociation spentanecus, their
gction from choice. llow can there be
greatér Hberty? If it be objected that
theyarein*thebondage of a creed,''the
answer i3, that is the condition of ati
people who have faith. Itiathe restraint
only of cons¢lence. Those who have no
conscience, or who are dead to its dic-
tates,are usnallf the slaves Lo vice znd
enjoy less irue liberty than the con-
sclentions and religtous. They weitdd,
if they bad their way, destrey the very
freedom they pretend to advocate.
They would prevent men and woinen
{from obeying the word which the latter
helieve to be dliviue. They swould
break up by force the unity thaj springs
from free will. They wonld destrog
the sutherity complisnce with whic
bringa the greatest satisfaction and
joy. Thev would substitute the seri-
dom of bowing to their dictation for the
freedom of willingand jotelligent sub-
mission to that which {8 belleved to he
the decree of heaven. ’

We want none of it. The Latter-
day Saints are contented with their
faith and devoted to the system which
they bave adopted.. They have a firm
assurancethatit is Dlvine, They have
attained that conviction through obed-
ience to the gospel and by the witness of
the Holy Spirit. They knew that they
are not subjected to any unlawful or
unrighteous dominion in the Church
of which they are members, and they
rejoice in the liberty wherewith they
have been' made free indeed, They
will go on in the way of obedience and
peace, understanding that to.yield to

the right is petter than eelf-will, and.

believiug that while the rebellious shall
be pierced with many sorrows, “‘ne
that exalteth bimeelf shall be abased,
aod he that humbjeth himself shkall be
exalted.” .

through one whom he recognizes as
the properly anthorized person tore.
ceive snch communications, he is not
compelled to accept it and act upon|
ft. And if he does believe it, his
agency is still free and he can doas hel
wills concerning it. His reasoning
{aculties ar¢ not desiroyed or impaired |
by Lis belief.

iaracl of old believed that God had
commanded them throush Moses not
to intermarry with the nations around
them. Yetthey broke this Divine ju-
junction repeatediy, and always with |
evil reanits to the trapsgressors. It is
the same today. There are people:
who will hreak the Fabhath and yet
Il the time they know that God has

THE MOMENTOUS QUESTION.

THE sewerase *question, a8 now pre-
sented, isone of moch importance. It
interests the whole city, aithouph itls
presented in definite form 1o obplya
limited portion of the peaple. The
property owners in District No. 1 are
czlled mpon to decide a proposition
made to them by the City Council, bat
all the citizens of Szlt Lake are inter-
ested iu It, becanse 1t will affect them
Anancizlly and otherwise. '
Thia qoestion skould be decided jn-
telligent!y and without passion or pre-

commanded them notfo do so, both!judice, And thisgarnot be dorfe with-

the property owners, consist of 4 tax
of two per cent on the assessed valu-
ation of thelir real estate for the pres-
ent year and $100 esch additional. The

inciples of | cost of plumbing work, to be defrayed |

by each properiy-owner, i8 ul present
ungnowp. The poorest properiy-
owaner 1o Lhe chstrict will have 1o pay
the same amount for the counectipg
pipe as the richest; the widow whose
property Iir issessed at four hundred
doilare will have to pay tze $100 for
counectinz pipe, and the preat flrm
usgesded ut 3 hundred thousund dol-
iars wul have to pay for it no 1nore.
These laters] pipes are to run intoa
main gewer 1he site of which end the
cost of which no man knoweth. The
first jocstion, by s direct sewer to the

1

ont cobsidering all the prominest facts

Imly and
and & decision regéhesd — !

l

{ comprehend

®»We hope onr zesders will not be hur-
ried along with acrowd to commit
themselves to u ureat ml?E}‘.‘S}pus'e'n.l
not trae thit ofarlg 4’ peen repre-

erty valge4briog it say empbatically

Géy-are vpposed to 1t and will protest

against it, apd have only ssid they

want some system of sewerage or

megns of sanitation for the city. That

i3 widely different to endorsibg the

present; propodition,

Agother thing tbat sbonld be under-
Blocd s, tyut he who does not protest
agalnst this proposal counts as o
favor of ft. He who is not posi-
ilvely azalast it is coneidered to be
forit. No vote lscsalied jo its sup-
yort. ‘Thatis not required in the cail
of the Council. 1t i3 only a protest
a%nlnst it that is open to the taxpayers
of the district. Every property owoer
who does oot protest, will appear to
the City Connell oun the 14th of Octo-
ber as assenting to the taxation of his
propetly for the bullding of the later-
als and 8ereelny to pay the $100 for the
conuection pipe. Let those who com-
prebend this vxplain it to those who
] it not. Leave no tax-
payerin the dark on this momentous
queslion.

We have explajved our views re-

| Jordau, wax nlanned at an estimated:

cost of $25,000, the real cost
| beloe comiputed by mavy at double
that emount. But the first idea was
uhandeuned, snd ihe pext nbtion was to
carry it along Fourth Sonthr Street a
siven distauce, thee turd uwoIth and
Hnelly westward so as to dlscharue
somewhere near Peitit’s on the Jor-
dap. Tureestimated cost of this is pnt,
in rozud Hzures, by practical men at
| ot leas *hau F160,000.

Another projectis to run the main
sewer alosr a2 lower stree, say
Seventh South, sud carry it oot west
over the Jordan 10 White Lake. Todo
this, pumping would bave to be res-
orted Lo; 1he cosl of the sewer wonld
Le shont $WWL060, and of the pumpiny
| dppuratus 0obody kDo ws.

St another plaw 13 1o provide &
dumping grouod, cirry the sewape 1o
it by the wert feaslble route, and
convert the waste matter into fertili-
ters to be utilized for agriculiure.
| What the coat of thisa would be bas
oot yet been determuined.

Thedxjeu<e of the main sewer and
abe disposillion of the sewace §a to
come out of the city treasury; in other
words, out of the pockets of the tax-
payers inevery part of the city. That
it will be spomethjug enormons can be
readily perceived by every person who
will considered the area covered by
this ¢ity and tbe distance the scwer
must be buily to be of apy service. If
Lhe seweraze system 1s enly to include
Digtriut No. 1, then the whole city will
ibe laxed for its especial benefit. If
ather districts are formed, then the
miia sewer will have to be extended
farther eant, at additional cost to the
peners| taxpayerg, added to the speclsl
tsxes on the districts formed.

T"hreg facts must be held in view he-
fore just and sensible peeple cio cowe
1o & ratioral conclusion as to what
ought to ke done. To throw outof
the question the disposition of the
sewsge and the conmstruction ol the
mait newer to conduct it, is to réefuse
consideration of its..most importaut
and mostexpensive feature. It 1s not
an honest and ratiopal manper of dis-
cussing it.

1t is soid “'the people sre not called
zpoD to decide the question of its dis-
positiow.”’ Justa0. They are called
upon to decide whether they want
these lateral pipes to carry sewage—no
one knOws where and at an indeilnite
¢ost. But will any saue person at-
tempt to claim that the disposition of
the sewage should cat vo flgure in the
guestion whether the people want 1o
fay for laterals to receive sewage? ks
t & lnatter of no moment to those who
have to decide whether tbey waut to
establish an expensive sysiem, to
know what the prospectsa are for s
ultlmate success?

We are told that *'if the propositien
meets with the snpport of those inter-
ested, the City . Councll - will be
oblized tg provide snitable means
and & euitable place for the final
disposition of the sewage.” Is
not that o cheerful and consoling way
to getridofa knotty and formidable
problem! “Qh! we don'’t know how it
18 t0 be done or even whether it can
be done, bat the City Conncil will have
to do it, anyway.” [f the property
owners in District ‘No.1 can only be
induced” to shut thefr eﬁes and say
‘*ove want sewers,'’ neither knowing
nor caring what thia decision will lead
to, then tae City will be committed to
the sewer policy and will be compelled
to make some dispasition of a flood of
tiith which will be cast npon its bands,
no matter 8t what cost, nor whetber
there is any place to put it where it
will not be a thoussnd-fold greater
nuisance than st present.

(_I, conrse the question of *‘disposi-
tion” is not to appezr in the formal
protest of objectors to the proposed
system. Dnt it should be kept in view
of every taxpaver before he decides
tbe guestion. It is of far more impor-
tance than the bare proposition that
calls for decigion by October 16th. It
-lies at the bottom of the whole matter.
Howcan a sensible taxpayer decide
‘whether he wants to pay for pipes to
carry sewage from his premises, when
there i3 no plan prepared to receive the
body of the sewage, no.placa chosen to
deposit it, no means devised for water
to flush the plres apd make sgre that
the matter wiil be taken where It can
do no harm?

1]
i

pestedly on tbe ganitary question. The
city aoteds n systems 1o dispose
of its waste insterlal. Sach i
system can be eslablished
at  comparsiively smal]l. expense
Bot
city just mow
1 system  thal seemd fmpruc-
ticsble wnd  threateus to  over-
whelm jt with debt and Jifficolty, up-
Pers 3 to be very {njndiclons, and
we fl believe it woald tovolve the
Clry rcil in no end of tronble. Now
Jet thi® mnatter be well welghed and
€t the people tuke prompt action as
their zood judgziaent sball direct.

S T e S————=

CUSTOMS OFFICIALS AND THE
BOOK OF MORMON.

Tir delicate duty of Jecidiog whether
or pot the Mormon bible is anthentic
uis devolved upon the customs de-
pirtment of Canads. If really = bible
ibe duty to be levied wpon it 18 but &
per cent, but tf not a bible it s & mere
| {0k, tuxable at the rate of 1d per cent.
‘The depurtinent bas levied the higher.
dnoty, thus practically determiglong that
the work 18 no revelstion, but the pro-
ducti¢en of buman intellect.

The foregoing iz from Lhat bright
tand %ungem. daily, the Chicago News.
We Dbelieve, however, it sppesred 1o
the Toropto Hail. We were Dot awate
that the Capadian cnstom house of-
ticers were anthoritis on tle subject
nf divine revelation. ‘Fhey sre sup-
posed to render unto Casar (Victor!s)
the things that are Cmsar’s(Victor:a's)
but not to have anytnlng 10 do with
“the tbings - that are God’s.”” What
standard they bave for determlning
tbeological questions apd goagiog
wipere the divine ends -aod the
buman beging, or vice versa, is not an-
nounsced, and we do not koow ot
any formuli from Crown or Palia-
ment daea guide to oficials in settlion
whbat iz or is nota revelation from
heaves. 1t would be gratifylng to
learn on what principle Cansdian col-
lectors of cnstoms decide such im-
portant problems. "

It is hardly to he expected that 1hose
ofticials took time to read the Book
nader consideration, from beginolnyg
to end. And if not, how could they
tell withount 8 revelation to themselves
that it 18 “'the production of hAnman
intellect?!* Perbhaps they consnited
some emicent priests or preachers. It
80 they would uot have long to waul
for & conclnsion. Without exsamina-
tion and without hesitation their ver-
dict wonld be given that it wee *‘no
revelation.”” Far, on the hypothesis,
accepted im tbechorches, that there
has been no voice from heaven or
communi¢ation from God 10 maxs since
that to Jokn the Beloved on Lhe [sle of
P’atmos, investigation would be snper-
fluous. A great mapy clergymen have
gome to the same coonclusion asthe
Canadian customs oificials, but. not
one in a4 hundred of them hag cver
read the Boek.

The “'delicate daty’ of those oflicers
might have been easily avoided. There
was o need for their decisien as to
whether the Book i3 a bible. It does
net profess to be a bible, neither do
the believers in its divinity clajm that
it-i8 a bible. Itis rimply The Book of
Mormou. The Latter-day Saints have
bat one Bible, and that iz the version
of the (d and asd New Testaments
comimonjy called klbg Jemes, transla-
tion. Buton the “delicate’ guestion
of the divine authority of the Book,
we do not think the “practical deter-
mination' of any number of collectors
of duiies, in Cansda or elsewhere, will
have any bearing upoa Inteiligent
minds.

There i3 one thing in its favor that
ought to be noted. These who have
atudied it most are the strongest be.
lievers in fts divinity, and those who
use thc “hitterest invectives or the
sharpest ridicule againstit, have either
never Jooked st more than its title
page, OF even seen the volplie, Or else
have given it but but a carsoryand
akeptlical examination.

All the attempts that huve been made
to acconnt for it on sny other hypothe-
8is than that put forth by the Book it-
self, bave ntteriy and sigoally failed.
The comwonest refuge of its oppon-
entd—the Spaunlding stors, has been
theroughly exploded. How an nnlet-

apd o s most effactual avner.
to commit the
to

l

|
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I} the B tvodse history

cranerg iz 1L TELLLER, and 18 har-
":uﬂy with fLsetl in all its PALLS, U0 Om
1as yul bDeen able toexplaiu upon tye
theory of i human fabrication.

Amd were thut satisfactorily solved,
thers would remain the cyidences oy
‘8 prophetic churacter a e faltl-
ment lo later years of thy predictions »
it cootaipy, the discovery of ruined
tjlies and teniples ou the spots Iadi-
catcd 43 their site many centuries wwo,
dud the numerous oiber corrobors-
tious which the explojations mude by
travelers and archwologists bave
Brougbt torth sivee the Dook was pub-
lished to the world.

Thep there are the testimonies of
the withesses who saw lbe plates from
which the record was translatéd, as
the angel who revesled it to Joaseph
Smith turned over the metudlic pages,
ind the volce of God from on bigh

rocliimed the divine origin of | tne

20k snd the correciness of it8 trans-
jution. Next there are \he thousanyds
i wilnesges 10 Jid truth who testily
that the Lord has made konowntothes
by the revelutions of 11is Spirit, and
13 wany of themm by heaveply wani-
fegiativns, that it containg the wonl e
Gl 1o the ancient prophets upon this
conunent. Anod lastly there are jts
slorious prowises to ull who receive it
45 o divine record, which bhave ju-
variably been fultilled.

The decision of the Canadian custom
house offlcers iy funuy. Toe repu-
dlatlon of thke Book hy :he clergy
Of the age i prinful, 'I'he fzilure on
the part of :cicutisis to read it s »
great  mistake.  Bot  itg  decep-
tunze by the meek avd humble he-
lieversinJesus of Nazareth ana by the
repoants lefc of the Dations wWhese
history it {narrates is checrtog, and ps
nne ol the signs of the cowinog of the
Redeemer snd the establisbment on
earth of the kingdom of Gzd, snd of
the dug when, 88 '"the stick of Juseph
it will” be joined with *‘lhe stick uf®
Judud™ us s Divine record received
for a gulide Lo 1l: who bnw the koee o
Chnat.

aurbement wit

e,
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ANGEKLES AND BSHEWHR-
AGH.

LOS

Los AKgrLes is wrestling with the
sewerige gquestian, At present, ac-
cording to the Express of thal city, the
sewage is discharged ion the Vernon
district, where it s used wild watcr
for irrigation. Iut, says the Express,
'‘the rupning of the waler over ibe
laxd without being separated from the
contents of the sewers muost obriousiy
be offensive to smell and beaith.” The
discharye of the sewaxe a2t tbe edge of
the ciiy bus been iound so dapgerons
and obnoxieus, that & project has been
setfonaly entertained to contitue Lheir
rodin sewer 10 the ceean, ata cost of
three million dotlars.

But now comes the Pacifiz Sewarawe
Compagy avd offers 10 take the sewayce
[rom 2 ziven point of discparee and,
convertinydt into lertilizers by sepu-
raling the solids from- the fleids,
make 113 profits from the sale of the
fertilizing matter apnd of the water for
irrigstion. The procesa is the same as
that to which the DESERET NEWS Las
several tiumes called atteption: The
sewage is pumped from the point of
discharge to pits where it is tiltered
through earlh and hay and other
materials, until 1y fluid” js colorless
and odorlces. It i3 then used for irri-
gating water where needed, or run
joto dltches to sowe natural outlet.
I'he solid compost of tarth, hay, sew-
age matter, €te., is also without odor
and is 4 valoablc fertilizer.

Tuis method,or somethlng similzr in
the maiy, isin use in seversl English
towes, and at Pullman, Atlanotic:City
and other places in this country. itis
adapied 1o inland towns and Jocaltiies
having no ilamediate outlet t0 Lne sea
or ¢ther proper point of discharge, .
snd seema to be the method partico- |
larly suited to this clgir. if 4 sewerags
sgstem, whether limited or general,
should be adopted.

The two great obsiacles in the minds
of thinking people to the project now
before the public here, apart trom the
question ¢f cost and the abllity of
comparatively poor people to meeg if,
are the Jack of water for flushing to
carly away the accuinuvlations of tilth
in the pipes and sewer, ind the lack of
a safe channel to recelve the sewage
and convey It away ont of danger to
health and offense to the olfsctories.
The Jordan is n stream that, at onc
part of the vear, ¢specially iu a dry
season vvould be as open sewaer, smell-
ing to heaven and disgustling to earth,
and at another would be &n overtlowiny
naisance,spreading nhon the jands ad-
jacent the vile outpourings of the city,
to waft their scents back to toe plices
from swhence the deposits came,

To regunire people 10 decide whether
they want sewers and not take
into consideralion the two obstacies
here mentioned, is to ask them to shut
the eyes of their understandings aud
“roit blind.”” We do ngt believe they
will jumyp into such a paipeble dllemma
a3 the two borus of the guestion offer
to thetr teet, that Is, unless they are
seized withithe “boomijag' craze, and
lose their beads.

i, T 2l iR ——

Tnr Western Union Teleeraph Com-
pany will tramsmit free messaves for
the relief of yellow fever sufferers.

-

i

tered yonth coold lave prodoced the
Bock,” with f{is complete doctribal

We are aatberized to make this an-
powIcement.



