THE

DE

= -
v - s B
[ L e

ET NEWS.

* N . th.

——y-

(=31= SER
had appointments out for two or healed,ands eheﬁwadshohadﬁdth
REMARKS. three p};}mk& in that town and ‘tobe healed. 1 had had
By Euder WILFORD WOOD|adjacont vl ot of the Lord | o kuow thatik required s good des
: 7 ta Kea e ol Lhe L1ed J
RUFPF, at the Funeral Services of o nfﬂmﬁpon e ai::t gt a7 o k- o Aok ts bt o Dieote To0 “had

Elder William Pitt,in the Four-
teenth Ward Assembly Rooms, Salt
Lake City, Sunday morning,
Feb, 23, 1878.

REIPORTED BY D. W. EVANS.

My friends here kindly granted me
the privilege of making some open-
ing remarks on thisoccasion. I had
an appointment in Ogden to-day,
but w%en I heard of the death of
Brother Pitt I felt as though I
wanted to attend his funeral. If
I had heard that one of my own
family had dropped dead I should
not have been more sur]:})lrised than
I was when I heard of the death of
Brother Pitt. I was conversing
with him in the street, I think the
day before he was hurt, and he was
then, apparently, cheerful, comfort-
able, well and imppy. When 1
heard that he was dead I imme-
diately went to his house, visited
his family and saw his body. I will
say that I seldom or ever give way
to weeping, either for the living or
the dead, but upon this occasion,
when I saw his body lie cpld in
death, all the early scenes of my
acquaintance with him in the
Herefordshire mission rushed upon
me like a whirlwind, and I confess
that I manifested a good deal of
weakness in giving way to weeping
hefore the family. Solomon says
there is a time to weep and a time
to laugh, a time to mourn and a
time to rejoice; and there are times
when reason will excuse weeping.
Anthony said, “I come to bury
(C'sesar not to praige him,” yet An-
thony did, on that occasion, por-
tray before the Senate and citizens
of Rome the virtues of Ceesar in his
public life. 'We have come to bury
Brother Pitt, and I do not consider
it wrong to speak of the virtues and
good deeds of the dead any more
than of those of the living.

My first acquaintance with Bro-
ther Pitt wasof such a character.as
to cause the formation of ties be-
tween us of no ordinary nature, as
it is, I may say, with all the asso-
ciations of the elders of Israel. The
world knows nothing about these
ties, The ties they form together
are very different from those form-
ed between the servants of God,
who are associated together in the
holy priesthood and by the power
of the Holy Ghost and the inspira-
tion of the Lord our God. These are
ties that no men comprehend un-
less they occupy the same position
that we occupy. I have found this
in my whole career with this church
and kingdom. I love the brethren
and the Saints of God, because we
are asscociated together in a great,
noble and Godlike cause; and these
associations are to ourselves; and
what more can a man do than lay
down his life for his friend? How
many are there in this room and in
this church and kingdom, who, in
case of necessity, would be willing
to lay down their lives to save their
brethren? There are thousands of
them.

I wish, and feel that it is my pri-
vilege, to refer to my first acquain-
taince with Brother Pitt, whose
body lies before us to-day. The
history of the Herefordshire mission
is before the world and before the
chuyych, and I wish in a few words
to refer to that mission, for it was
there that 1 became acquainted
with Brother Pitt. Brother Taylor
and I were the first {wo of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve who arrived in
England in 1540, Brother Taylor
went to Liverpool, and I went to
t 1e Staflordshire potteries. 1 labored
there with Brother Alfred Cordon,
who is now in the spirit world.
We were preaching almost every
night, and we baptized some near-
ly every meeting. It was a very
good mission.

BSome eighty miles from there, in
Herefordshir, there were people
who had never seen a Latter-day
Saint, and never heard the gospel.
Some six hundred of them had bro-
ken off from the Wesleyan Metho-
dists, and called themeselves the
“United Brethren.” They were
under the presidency of Elder
Thos.Kington. They were searching
for light and truth. Asabody they
had called upon the Lord, and had
advanced guat as far as they could
with what light they had. They
prayed to the Lord that he would
open the way before them, that
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““This is the last meeting you
hold with this
days.”

people for man
I was surprised, because

did not know, of course what the

Lord wanted me to do. 1 told the
assembly when I rose, “This is the

last meeting I shall hold with you

for many days.” They
after meeting where 1 was

asked me
go

[ told them I did not know.

went before the Lord in my closet
and asked him where he wished me
to go, and all the answer 1 could

get was to go to the South. 1
intoa s

got

tage and rode eighty miles
south, as I was led by the Spirit of

the Lord. The first man’s house I

went into was

John Benbow’s.

He lives now down here at Cotton-

woord.
with Brother Benbow and I

I had some conversation |

told

him that the Lord had sent me to

that place.
to dwell on this subject
I will say that I learned that

weresix hundred people there under | one evening
called United

Elder Kington,

But without wishing
partciularly

they

not walked a step for fourteen
ts. ' I told her that aceording to
faith it should be unto her. It
so happened that on the day after

she wﬁ::}:dged ' -Bruthar'llﬂhardn
and President ' Brigham Youn

came down to see me. We met a
Brother Kington’s. Sister I;Hr:;iy
Pitt was there also. 1 told -
| dent Young what BSister Pitt wish-
ed, and that she believed she had
faith enough to be healed. We
}amyed for her and laid hands upon
1er.  Brother Young was mouth,
and commanded her to be made
whole. She laid down her cruteh
and never used it after, and the
next day she walked three miles.
This created a t deal of anger
and madness in the feelings of the
rector of that town. We bap-
| tized Brother Pitt, and this took
one from his cholr of singers, and
he felt il"%’rj.' We were holding a
meeting at Elder Kington’s house
, ‘'Wheu these things
ce. The house had

|

were taking place

Bretheren, and that they had been | very heavy ‘shutters on the win-
praying to the Lord for guidance
in the way of life and salvation.

Then I knew why the Lord had sent

me to that place—he had sent,them
what they bad been praying for. | about the size of a man’s fist, or

[ commenced preaching the gos- _They
1 to them, #d I also commenced | ed the house, and for about half an
lder Pitt being among | hour the house was battered with

E

ptizing,

dows of the first storey. We had
these shutters closed, and I rose to
preach. The rector game at the head
of about fifty men armed with rocks

larger than that. They surround-

the first who was baptized by me | rocks like a hail storm, the whole

into this church and k

ingdom, [ of the windows of theé'second storey

The first thirty days after I arrived | belng stove in and the glass all bro-

there I had baptized forty-five|ken. T told Brother
nearly fifty | would go and see these men.

preachers, which flung
{Jmchiu
nto my h

in seven months’ labor.

places, licensed by law, | said, “No, I will
ands; and out of the six | jur 13
hundred belonging to Elder King-im
ton’s body all were baptized but one | should judge
I brought | ber.

itt that I
_ He
0, you will be in-

"Hewentoutintothe
mob, of about fifty, 1
I do notknow thenum-
e tooi: their names, and the

st of Lh

eighteen hundred into the ¢hurch| rector was the leader. Theystoned

in that mission, and I will say that | Brother Pitt back to the house, but

the power of God rested upon me|as we had finished meeting they

and upon the people.

a spirit to convince and a people | broken
whose hearts were open and ready | could retire to bed. ame thi
And as|cause it was one of Brother Pitt’s
Jesus said in reference to John, | first Iabors with me, and 1 will say
{ that all Judea and Jerusalemm went | that from that time until the

out to John’s baptism I felt as if | ent he has been a true and fai
| all Herefordshire was coming to be | servant of God, and of this church.
Assoeiations of this kind have
the | been formed by all the Elders of
rector of the place sent a constable | Israel who have
to take me up. I was just about to|the vineyard to preach the gospel. |
e entered. T said to] We go forth and gather stra
him,““Take a chair until after meet- | us in the flesh, but

to receive the gospel.

baptized.

I held at Brother Benbo

begin when

The third meeti
%

that

There was|Jeft. We had to clear the house of
lass and rocks before we
I name this be- |

they emrt:g

ind and I will attend to you.” He |thesame testimony and gospel with

sat down and when 1

got | ourselves. This was the case with |

through he came forward and I| Brother Pitt. T domnot mourn for

baptized him with others.. He} him, I did not when 1 was at his|

went back and told the rector,<If | house; but all these scenesand ear

you want totake up that - man you | associations rushed on m
must go yourself, I have heard him jand as T gazed |
1 sermon I | thought of the way he had been
Almost | stricken down, taken away from us,
man that came to meeting | when to all Buman appearance he

preach the first gos
ever heard in the world.”
eve
was baptized.

I did not see Elder Kington for|enjoying health and strength an
some little time after going there; | attendin :
and when I did see him he came to | réalized that in the midst of life we
people. 1 |are in death,

me as the leader of the

laid before him the gos

said. ©“If it is true, I wish to em-]c¢hurch
it‘!l
ut- 1| voo | _
venant with him. I said}time; he has also been associate

go before the} with the various bands here; and in
Lord and ask him if this work is|his associations with the

brace it; if not, I shall

0 Poaa
[ said, “That is rig‘htg B

made a

to him, ?‘%f you will

He

true, I promise you in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ that

shall receive a testimony for your- | deared because of his man
solf if you will promise to obey it.” | and

you

Yy mind,
upon him, and

was but an hour before, as it werﬁ

to the duties of life, 1

‘In his associations with thiﬂ
Pitt was leader of the Nau-

brass band for a lol

peo-
he made a great many
s, to whom he ‘was ‘en-
virtues

tion

F_lﬁ_' |
riend
ood deeds, and his d

He said he would, and he went | and desire to serve God. T am_ cer-

away to attend to hisappo

intments. | tainly glad to se¢ =0 many friends

The next time he came to Brother | gathered together to honor his re-

Benbow’s, a few

did the Lord tell you?”

he was read
and I baptized him.
because as soon as Brother

heard this gospel he obeyed it,

he was one of the leading me

days afterwards, T | mains.
asked him if he had enquired of
the Lord. He said he had. “What
‘“He told
me it was true;” and he then said
to obey the gospel,
name this

Pitt
and
n in

the choir of the Church of Eng-
land in Dimock. 1 now wish to re-

late a circumstance

Elder Kingto
Pitt was present. I will sa
however, that DMary Pitt
Pitt’s sister, was mmetﬁing
the lame man who lay at the
of the temple called ‘‘Beautifu
Jerusalem—she had not been
to walk a step for fourteen ¥y
and confined to her bed nearly
that time.
her feet and ankles and could
move about a little with a er
or holding on to a chair

concerning | that he is happy
him. The first meeting I held ‘in | are fhe dead $hat dis
n's house Brother

first,

rother
Hkt:l.Pitt
15’!I at

able
half

She had no strength in

onl
ute

She | crown of life. His body will lie in

_ When I realize that a man
like him has lived, heard the ﬁw
pel, embraced it and has fulfilled
the measure of his day, what can
we say about him? Can we mourn
because he is gone? Bleéss your soul,
he is with Joseph to-day, and with
others of the elders of Israel and he
rejoices with them.
spirit is here witnmiu'f his funeral
services I can not say, it is ot re-
vealed to me; but suffice it to say
and Dblessed
‘dead that die in the IL.ord,
from  henceforth =aith the spirit
for they rest from their Ia
and their works do follow them. |

I do not know whether Brother
: has preached mueh in the
world, but T d
labored for the benefit of the Saints
of God. But he will preach now,
He has gone to the other side of the
vail, and he will preach there to
large assemblies of spirits. He has

been faithful and he will receive a

t e{\m#ht vance in the things| wished to be baptized. Brother|the tomb a few - and but a
of his Kingdom. While in Pitt and myself took ber in our|few. death 1s a Joss to his wife
position I went one evening to fill | arms, and carried her into the wat. | and chil , and- the parting is
an appointment in the Town Hall, {er and I baptized her. When she prons. But how

at the town of Hanley. There was
a very large congregation,and I

came out of the water T confirmed

her. the =sai

she wanted to beithegrave! In Adam all di

ought that thers is a vietory over

thful

gone abroad into

and kingdom Brother

Whether his|

do know #hat he has|

s the | will

s—— s

i—_

in Christ all are made alive. Christ
was the first fruits of the resur-
rection. This is a glorious thought
to me when 1 see a latte
Haint lle down with the harness

wound up his work. :
- Out of that 1800 which we baptiz-
ed: in Herefordshire in seven
months, I hardly know one that
has turned against this church.
There has been less apostacy out of
that branch of the ehurch and
kingdom of God than out of
the same number from any part of
thiﬂhwuﬂd that I am aequainted
with,
We are called every day or two to
some of them. A good many
of them are still living. Some of
them are bishops—Bro. Clark, Bro.
Rowberry, and a many of
them scattered al through this
Territory. Old father Kington is
still living or was the last I heard
of him, t-lmuigll near theﬂ gr::,ve.
They are passing away, and when
I wé}lr:tt to sea Brother Pitt’s body,
the thought came to me, Whose turn
go next? May be mine, may be
yours, we can not tell anything
about it. These things should be
an admowition to us to be true and
faithful while we dwell here. The
thought that we can ube’y and be
‘sanctified by . the gospel, and be
Fmpa.md thereby to inherit eternal
ife, is one of the most glorious
inciples ever revealed to man. I
hank God that I live in this da
and age of the world. I thanl
God that I have been associated
with sueh a class of men and wo-

y | have togethe
on, true and faithful until he has g

their exaltation. Thisgis a glorious
thought! We sh our
famiﬁ«, and the associations we
r, remembering that if
we are faithiful we shall inherit
lory, immortality and eternal life,
and this is the greatest of all the
gifts of God to mman.
I pray that God will bless you,
that he will comifort the hearts ot
the family of Brother Pitt, that he
will feed and c¢lothe them, and
unite them together, and preserve
them in the faith, that when they
get. through with this world, they
may meet their companion and be
red with -him to receive exal-
tion and glory, which:may God
rant in the name of Jesus, our Re-
eemer, amen.
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I HAVE been very much interest-
ed in the remarks made by Elder
Woodrufl' In regard to his mission
to Herefordshire, and more e-
ularly in regard to Brother Pitl,
| whom I have alwayx regarded as a
high-minded, honorable man, one
who feared God and worked right-
eousness, and a man from whom
in all my acquaintance with hlm,f

men as those who are gathered to-
day in the valleysof the mountains.
They are the people whom the
Lord has chosen. e have a hope
that the world knows not of, and
it can not enter into their thoughe.
Unless they are born of the Spirit
of God they can not even see the
kingdom of God, and they can not
g: nto it unless they are born of
e water and of the Spirit, hence
they can not share in the joyous
anticipations and hopes that we
Their eyes, ears and hearts
are not opened to see and hear and
feel the power of the gospel of
Christ.
Brother Pitt has gone before his
family to prepare a place for them.

never heard one remark that was
inimical to his echaracter or reputa-
tion as a man, as a Saint or in any
’mpa-cit-y. We have oftén beeh very
much delighted with the music
that he made for us, both in’ this
town and in other where we
| have sojourned. Now he has gone,
and has taken the same course as
every person that ever lived, with
the exception of two or three in-
dividuals. There is'something pe-
culiar about these things that al-
ways creates with me a mhmrﬂ.w'
of feeling. Not, as Brother Wood-
ruff said, that 1 mourn the loss of a

man when he has gone. 1 do
not, I have mnot the slightest
| feeling of this kind: but when I  re-

I say to them, let your hearts re-
Jjoice before the Lord. You are left
alone, he has gone before you, but
he will prepare the way. ¢ isnot
going to lie in the spirit world with-
| out hqi.:in% aq;n_ethinﬁn do. There
those who have gone before us have
?ﬂﬂth’ji‘liag te do ;ﬂ b‘:ﬁli afu we have

ere. They are ng {o prepare
the inhabitants of the spirit world
for the coming of Christ, the same
as we are trying to prepare the in-
habitants of the earth for the
same greal event,

I do mot wish to occupy a great
deal of time, but I will say to my
hrﬁghmnmcl, sisters this morning,
It is better to go to the house of
mourning than to the house of
fmt-ingl.‘ Peath is the end of all
meun.  The living should lay this
to heart. My associations with
Brother Pitt have been of the most
joyful and consoling character. We
associated together a good while in
that land, while I dwelt there; and
we have been since, both in Nau-
voo and in this place. I wasalways

lad to meet bim. I met him of-

n in the streets; and we scarcely
ever met without referring to for-
mer times, and if T can only have
as good a f!t}la', and lie down as he
has—die the death of the righteous
—and have as good a reward, 1
shall think miyself very well off. 1
consider that whén a man has em-
hraced the gos;ge]_. continued faith-
ful, received his endowments and
the sealing blessings of God upon
his head, as Brother Pitt has, he
has accomplished the object for
which he was created.

In closing my remarks [ will say
that I am thankful for the associa-
tions T have had with Brother Pitt,
and fwith the rest of my brethren
and the Saints. This is the 1 of
| Christ; this is the Zion lu_lﬁ'e

dom of God. The hand of God is

|

!

rs | stretched out for the salvation of

this people, and however dark the
clouds may appear, however ﬁtmnF
| persecution, oppression and opposi-
n may become to this work, the
Lord has, from its commmencement,
until to-day watched over its inter-
ests, and g;ns sustained and pre-
served it; and he will continue to
do so until its consummation; until
Zion arises and puts on her l’\ea!ttcl-»
rmente, and all the great

of the lastdaye are accom-
od. Then, in the morning of
first resyrre¢tion, Brother Pitt
come forth, and he and his
will be réeunited, and they

, but [and all the faithful will recelve

flect upon the p.pitidn of the world
that we livein; and of humanity in

neral, look back t h the

rk lapse of ages that have trans-
pired and contemplate the millions
upon millions, and hundreds of
thousands of millions who have in-
habited this earth, and that they
have all of them gone, we see that
there is no staying of these things,
no arresting the course of destiny,
no stopping the hand of fate, or the
power of the destroyer. An eter-
nal deeree has gone forth, and it is
appointed forall men once to die.
[t is impossible for us to evade this,
and with the exception of the very
few to whom I have before referred,
all men have li:ajd the great debt of
Nature. The'human body may be
prop up through the ingenuity,
nursing and c¢are of méan for some
time, but like a sweeping flood, al-
though you may dam up the water
from its natural course and arrest it
in its progress and keep it back,
back, back, for a while yet by and
by it will rush over its barriers, seek
its natural ehanwnel, pursue its own
course aund find its own resting
place. Bo ‘it is with ‘the human
ramily. We come into the world,
we exist for a short time;, then we
are taken away, nomatter what our
feelings, ideas or faith mn{ be, they
have nothing to do with this great
universal law which pervades all
nature.

We are here to exhibit our sym-
pathy and aflection for our brother
whom we mﬂgect and esteem, that
is all we can do. Who isthere that
can stay the hand of death? What
talent, what ingenuity, what phil-
osophy, mli%iuu, sclence or power of
any kind? » hﬂweenm that pow-
er, individually in thisassembly or
combined to say to the great mon-
ster death, Stand baeck, thou shalt
not take thy victims? There is no
such person,there is no such r,
no such influence, such a principal
does not exist, and it never will ex-
st until the last enemy is destroy-
ed, which the Seriptures tell us ix
death. But death shall be destroy-
ed, and all then, even all the hu-
man family, eball burst the barriers
of the tomb and eome forth-—those
who have done good to the resur-
rection of the just. Thaen and nof
fell tymaat be destroped. . There i
e . e i=

me %ﬂhwtm ' fintmdg to
[houghtiées aud Caraloms, atid desire
oug and and desirs
'tnzt to retain God in thelr knowl
edge, and wizh to put away from

n
l




