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REMARKS
by elder walford WOOD-

RUFF at the funeral services of
elder william pillpittdittinfittinin the fourt-
eenthward assembly roomskooms saltsall
laielake city sunday morning
fabFc 23 1873

REPORTED BY DI1 IV EVANS

I1MYly friends herehero kindly granted me
the privilege of making some open-
ing remarks on thisoccasion ahadI1 had
an appointment in 0odenogdenden todayto day
but when I1 heard of the death of
brother pitt I1 felt as though I1
wanted to attend his funeral if
I1 had heard that one of my own
family had dropped dead I1 should
not have been more surprised thanthaia
I1 was whenwilen I1 heard of the death of
brother pittritt I1 was conversing
with him in tilethe street I1 think the
day before he was hurt and he was
then apparently cheerful comfort-
able well and happy when I1
hoard that hohe was dead I1 imme-
diately went to his house visited
his family andan d saw his body I1 will
say that I1 seldom or ever give way
toth weeping either for the living pr
thedeasthe dead butut upon this occasion
when I1 saw hisbig body lie widgid in
death all the early scenes of my
acquaintance with him in the
hem mission rushed upon
me like a whirlwind and I1 confess
that I1 manifested a good deal of
weakness in giving way to weeping
before the family solomon says
there is a time to weep and a time
to laugh a time to mourn and a
time to rejoice and there are times
when reason will excuse weeping
anthony saidbaid 1I come to bury
csarcaesar not to prapraiseso him yet ant-
hony did on that occasion por
tray before thetho senate and citizens
of rome the virtues of caesar in his
public life wowe have come to bury
brother pitt and I1 do not consider
it wrong to speak of the virtues and
good deeds of the dead any more
than of those of the living

my first acquaintance with bro-
ther pitt was of such a characterscharaccharaeteras
fovofo cause the formation of ties be-
tween us of no ordinary nature as
it is I1 may say with all the asasso-
ciations

so
ciations of the elders of israel the
world knows nothing about these
tieslie the tieslies they form together
are very diffiedifferentrent from those form-
ed between the servantsservant of god
who are associated together in the
holy priesthood and by the power
of the holy ghost and the inspira-
tion of the lord our god these are
ties that no men comprehend un-
less they occupy the same position
that we occupy I1 have found this
in my whole career with this church
and kingdom I1 love the brethren
and the saints of god because we
are associated together in a great
noble and godlike cause and these
associations are to ourselvesi andarid
what more can a man do than laylav
down his life for his friend howhov
many are there in this room and in
this church and kingdom who inin i

caseease of necessity would be willing
to lay downclown their lives to save their
brethren there are thousands of
them

I1 wish and feel that it is my pri-
vilege to refer to my first
maince with brother pitt whose
body lies before us todayto day the I1

history of the herefordshireHerefordshire mission
is before the world and before the
church and I1 wish in a few words
to refer to that mission for it was
there that I1 became acquainted
with brother pitt brother taylor
and I1 were the first two of the quo-
rum of the twelve who arrived in
england in 1840 brother taylor
went to liverpool and I1 went to
t ieic staffordshire potteries I1 labored
there with brother alfred cordon
who is now in the spirit world
we werewore pmpreachingaching almost every
night and wewo baptized soine near-
ly every meeting it was a very
good mission

some eighty miles from there inin
Herefordshir there were people
who had never freenseen a latter day
saint and never heard thothe gospel
some six hundred of them had bro-
ken

ro
off from Wesleyanthe metho-

dists and called themethemosolvesselves the
united brethren they were

under the presidency ofof elder
Thos Kington they were searching
for light and truth As abody they
had called upon the lord anuana had
advanced lustjust as far as they could
with what light they had ththey
prayed to the lord that he wouldwoul
open the way before them miltthat
they might advance in the things
of hishia kingdom while in this
position I1 went one evening to fill
an appointment in bhotho town hall
at thetho town of hanley there was
a very largolarge congregation and I1

had appointments out for two or
three weeweeks in that town and
adjacent villages As I1 went to
take my seatbeat tthee spirit of the lord
camocame upon meTOO and said to me
this is the last meeting you willwill

holdhoid with thisthia people for many
days I1 was surprised because 1I1
did not know of course what the
lord wanted me to do I1 told the
assembly when I1 rose this is the
last meeting I1 shall hoidholdholdrithholdhoid with you
for many days they asked me
after meeting where I1 was goinggoin
I1 told them I1 did not know I1
went before the lord in my closet
and asked him where he wishedvisited me
to go and all the answer I1 could
gettasget was to go to tilethe south I11 got
into a stage and rodo eighty miles
south as I1 was led by thetilo spirit of
the lord the first mansmarts house I1
went into was john Benbowsbowls
he lives now down here at cotton-
wood I1 had some conversation
with brother benbow and I1 told
him that the lord had sent me to
that place but without wishing9
to dwell oilon this subject
I1 will saybay that I1 learned that theyey

hundred people therethero tinder
elder kingtonjungton called united
bretheren and that they had been
praying to the lord for guidance
in the way of ildelifo and salvation
then I1 knew whyi by the lord had sent
me to that place behe had sentthemithem
what they hadbad been prayingtying for
I1 commenced preaching the gos-
pel to them kudmud I1 also commencedgeltabaptizing elder pitt being among
ththee Bfirstr who was baptized by me
into this church and kingdom
the first thirty days after I1 arrived
there I1 had baptized forty five
prepreachers which flung nearly fifty
preachingcahilig places licensed bbyI1 lawlrintoinfo myray hands and out of tthee BIXsix
hundred belonging to elderkinselderelden ringking
tons lodybodyjody iliiiiallill were baptized but ongone
in seven months labor I1 brought
eighteen hundred into therthee church
in that mission and I1 will say that
thetile power of god rested uulonajonon me
and upon the people there waswag
a spirit to convince and a pepeopleopleopie
whose hearts worewere open and ready
to receive thetile gospel and as
jesus said iliin reference to john
that all judea and Jerujenujerusalem beniwent
out to johnsjoints baptism I1 feltafeltfeit asr if
all herefordshireHerefordshire wasva comingedming to be
baptized the third meeting that
I1 held at brother the
rectorector of the place sentsenta a consconkconstabletabletabie
to take mo up I1 was just aboutabolt to
begin when hohe entered I1 saidsaldeaideald to
himham takehakeaa chair until after meet
ludiud and livellI1 willwiil attend to you heho
sat down and when I1 got
through lieho came forward and I1
baptized him with others he
went backand told the rector if
you want to take up that man you
must go yourself I1 havehavo hefabeiaheardheia him
preach thetile first gospel sermanbermonsermon J
everover heardleard in the world almost
everyevert man that came to meetingmee
was baptized

I1 did notsienot gee elder kington for
someromo little time after going there
and when I1 did sea him he came to
me as thetile leader of the ixpeopleopleopie I1
laid before him the gospel he
said if it is true I1 wish to em-
brace it if not I1 shallshail opposeoppose it
I1 said that is nightrightlit but- i
made a covenant with him isaidI1 saidsald
to him ayouifyousou will go before thetile
lord and ask him itf thisthia vorkwork is
true I1 promise youjou in the name of
thothe lord jesus christ that you
shall receive a testimony for your
self isyou will promisedisc to obeoboobeyoboyy t
he said hobe would and hohe went
away to attend to his appointments
the next time he came to brother
BenBeubowsbowls a few days afterwards I1
asked him if hohe hadbad enquired of
the lord he saidsald lie had what
did the lord tell you he told
me it was true and he then said
liehe was ready to obey the gospel
andlandIand I1 baptized him I1I1 namoname this
because as soon as brother pittritt
heard this gospel liehe obeyed it and
he was one of thothe leading men in
thetile choir of the church of engl-
and in dimock I1 now wish to re-
late a concerning
him tilethe first meeting I1 held in
elder Kingtons house brother

was presentpresents I1 willwiilCT illlil sayfay first
however that marybiary pittritt brotherpitts sister was something like
the lame man who lay at the gategale
of thothe temple called beautiful at
jerusalem she had not been able
to walk a step for fourteen years
and confined to her bed nearly half
that time she had no strength in
her feet and ankles and could onlyon
move about a little with a crutzcrutch
or holding on to a chair she
wished to be baptized brother
pitt and myself took her in our
arms and canton her intoanti ubeiho wat-
er and I1 baptized her when bbsaha
came out of tho mater I1 confirmed
her shoshe said she wanted to beb I1

believed she hadTalthaith
enodel tobbto bbbe healed I1 hadbad had
experience enough in this church
to know thabit requirerequireddwa good deal
of faithfalth to heal a personpenson who0 had
not walked da stop for fourteen
yeatsyears I1 told her to
her faith it should be unto herber ftit
so happened that thei day after
aliesheiioilo was baptized brothebrollierBrotiierlier richards
and presidentpresidefetfit brigham young
camecamer down to seosee me we met at
brother ringKingtonstona sister mary
pitt wmwad there aisoalso I1 told presi-
dent young what sister pitt wish-
ed andund that shebhe believedd she had
faith enough totol be healed wewo
frayedprayed for her and laid handshandi upon
here brother young waswas mouth

i
and commanded her to be mamadede
wholeabold she laid down her crutch
and never used itif after and thetile
next day she walked three milesi

this created a greagreatt deaideal of angerauger
and madness in the feelthfeelingsdadcadof the
rector of thatthai town wemno had bap-
tized brother pitt and this took
onebrie eromfrom his cholnchoir of shseigersigers and
he foltfelt angryn we werevere libolding a
meeting atL 3elder hingKingtoustonstona house
icibone evening when theatothease things
werm taking place the house hadbad
veryerfeif heavy shuttersshut termtere on the win-
dows atof the first storey we had
these shutterdord closed and I1 roseetoto
preachreach the roctorrector ame at the headd
of abbat fifty menraen armed with rocks
about the size of a mans fehtt or
I1largeref than tthatat Ttheye und
ed4 tthe houseehouse and for aaboutut halfbalf an
hour the house wasvas battered with
rocks like a hailhall

i
allail thetile whole

odtheorthe windomwindowclowss of mhd storey
being stove in and thetile glass all bro-
ken I1 told brother pitt that I1
aouwouldedgo go and reepee these men hidhe
saidsald NO I1 will go you willwin be in
j hewentwont out into thetho
midst of this mob of about fifty I1
should judgedI1 do
lalkber he took tiittiierhames andalid the
rector was thetile leader They stoned
brother pitt back to the houe but
arweas wo had finished meeting they
left wevf had to clear thethee bousehouse
broken glass alidand rocks before we
could retire to bed I1 nameariae tthisis be-
cause it waiswass one of brutherbrother
first labors with me and Z wiwill saymy
that from thatthit time until the pres-
ent helie has been a true and faili fu 1

serviservanttnt of god andlorand of ththis church
associations of this kind hayehave

been formed by all the elders
israel who have gone abroad into
the vineyard to preach thothe goepelgospel
wowegos forehandfortforthhandand gather strangers 0 o
us ininthethe flesh buthut they embrace
the samesamo testimony and gospelwith

thistills was the casecaso withw ith
Brotbrotherllerlier pitt I1 do hotnot mourn for
him I1 did not when I1 was at his
househode but allnil thenethese scenes and earleariearly
associations on my millymind
and asig I1 gazed uponitpo11

2111him anaudand
thought of the way liehe hadbadhad been
stricken down taken away frolfromn Us
when totb allbutallail humannan appappearanceVarance it0
was butdut an hour before asasi ll11 were
enjoying health and strength andand
attending to the duties pfaf life I1
realized that in the midst off ilfelife we
are in death

tnin his associations with this
claunch andwid kingkingdomdonidonl brother
pitt was leader of tileuny nau-
voo bibrasshlassass labandnd for a loglongiong
time hobe hasliar alsoaiso beebi associated
with the various bands here1 and in
his with the peo-
ple hohe madeloade a great many
mendsmonds totd whom bobb was eltelien-
deared becausebe of illlithistomanany virtues
and good deeds and his disposition

i and desirecleOre to sarveserve god I1 am cer-
tainly giadglad tostot eo manymaby friends
gathered together to honor hisills re-
mains whenI1 realize that a manmad
like him has ivedlivedinedIN ed heardbeam the orsoisgos-
pel

cp
embraced it and has fulfilled

the measure of his day what enneaneancan
we say about himbini can we mourn
because he is gonegond elbiesblesat your soulboul
he is withw ith joseph todayto day and with
others of the elderseiders of israel and lie
rejoices with them whetherWh ellier his
spirit is hermhere witnessing hishia funeral
services I1 cannotcan nounot say it is notdot re-
vealed to memo to say
that ileliph ia13 haplhadlhappehappyy anandd blessed
are libejibe dead thauthaibalbdiedio in thothe lordnord
from henceforth saith thotile spirit
for theyZ mtret from their faborslabors
and their works do follow thorotherltvicv

I1 doao pot knowkilow whether brother
pitt hahas preached much in the
worldbild but t do know thatkhat liehe bashas
labored for the beneatbenefit of the saintsints
of god but he will preach now
he habhas gone to the other side of the
vallvail and he willivill preach there to
large assemblies of spirits he has
bembeen faithful andarid be will receive a
crown of life his body will lielio in
the tomb a few vearsyears and but a
few I1riahia 4deathth Is a I1lossoss to his affo
aandnd chihiren and the Is
grievous butbub now glorious Is the
thought thauthat themethere is amatory over
thothe grategrave inlu adadm allau died butbubb

in christchirla nilall are made alivehilve christ
was the first fruits of tilethe resur-
rection thisthib li a florlgloriousodi th-outhoughtI1 t
to me when I1 seebee a latterlatte dayaayay
saint lie down with the harness
on true and faithful until hohp liashas
wound lapjapaphiahis workvork

out ofaf that 1800 which we baptiz-
ed in herefordshireHerefordshire inlit seven
monthmonths I1 hardly know one that
has turned against timtig church
there has been idalea apostasyapostacystaey out of
that branch of the church and
kingdom of god than out of
the same number from any part of
the world that I1 am acquainted
with

wevve anam called every day or two to
burbure some of them Aagoldgood many
of them are still living somesonic of
tbemareameare bibiobishopss brobroi clark bro

Y auaudandT a foodgood nianiimanyny of
themthern icascatteredttered alaltall through this
territory old father kington is
abill living orot was the last I1 heardbeard
ofor himliim though near tilethe grave
they aneare avasayasawayavay and when
iwI1 wenteuicut to boeBOH brother pitt 8 body
tilethe thoughtthougiltglit came to mame chose turn
go next may be mine may be
yoursyouns weyve cancau not tell anything
about it these things should be
anau admonition to us to be true and
faithful while we dwell herehene the
thought thatthau wowe can obey and be
sanctified by thetho gospel and be

pared theltherebydby to inherit eternalpreparedireBreifefe issis onone betheof thetho mostmoat glorious
Pprinciples eyeroyer revealed to man I1
tflank god00 that I1 live in this 4dafdaya 1

and ageago of the world I1 jhanthanthank
god thattha I1 have been a
with suchsuell a claciaclassss of men andlud wo-
men as those who are gathered to-
day in the valleys ofthe mountains
they are the people whom the
lord has ebchosenosen lvewe have a hope
that the world knows not of and
it can not tilteenterr into their thoughthought 4
unless they aiare bom of the spirit
of god they can not even see the
kingdom of god and they can notriotgtget into ifit unless they are bornboru of
the watervater and of the spirit hence
theyI1 can not share in the joyous
antanticipationsel

1

i audand hopes that we
possesss their eyeeve x cars and hearts
arammare not opened to seegee and hearbear and
feel thether powerpowenpow er of the gospel of
christ

brother pitt has gonegond benoiebefore his
family to prepare a place for them
I1 say to them letlef your hearts re-
joice before theilip lord youartyou armare left
alone he hashaa gone before yo
hekailkaiiwill prepare tiletiie way he ia not
going to lie in thespirit world i ith
gutput having something to dp ththermthereere
those who have gone before us havellave
something todoto do aswellas wea
bermhere thetheythesy are laboring Nto preprepare
the inhabitantsautsluts of the spiritirit I1world
fotorfor the coming of chrischrlschrisichrist thethea same
as we armare trying to prepare thetile in-
habitants

a
bahibabitanti of the earth for the
same great event

I1 do naf wish to occupy aa great
eaieal of umetime lufjut I1 will kaysay to myluy
brethren and sistersteri this morningng
it is better to go to tilethe housebiome of
mourning thanulian to theule houeboultehou o of
fefeastingastill deathbeath is the end of all
men tilehe living should lay this
to hearnheart my associations with
brother pitt have been of thethu most
joyful and consolingconsolineonconboling character vve
associated together a good while irlillin
that ladland while I1 dwelt there aandnd
we have blbeenu since both in nau-
voo and in this place I1 was always
glad to meet him I1 met hinihim afof-
tenten irlin the streetlystreetstreetsky and we scarcely
evermentever melmet without rereferring to for-
mer imesme and if I1 eancan only have
as good a glory and lleilelieile dodownrsvp as lie
has diedid tthethoy

to deatheath of the
and have as good a reward I1

shall think myself very well offoft I1
consider that whenwilen a man has em-
bracedbmeedced the continued faith-
fulfull received his endowments and
tilltile sealing blessingss of god upon
lisils head asis brother pitt has lie
has accomplished the object for
which hehp artasas created

in clodinclosing 1 my remarks I1 will saymayay

that I1 aiam thankful for the clacia
blohs I1 have had with brother pitt
andarid atwith thetile rametraaretA of my brethren
andund the saiSaTsaintstits this is thetile gougosgospelsisel of
christ this is thetiie zion and iringking-
dom ofor god the hand of god asis
stretched outolit for thetho salvation of
this people and however dark the
clouds may appearapper howeverever stronstrong
persecutionn oppressoppressionloTi and
liontion mayfhay become to tillsthis worwork the
lord liasbs fromfront its commencement
until twytodayto day watched over its inter-
ests and has sustained and pre-
servedwn it and behothervillhetvillkiil continueu e to
do so until its consummation until
zionmon arises and puts on hheref beauti-
ful garment and allan the greattreatapeventsles orthoof the lasic days ameare accom-
plishedpil thenthon in the mornin of
tha first i brotherrother13 pitifitirittpitt
will come forth and hehd and hishib
family willw iiiili bte reunited and tbtheyy
andaud all the faithful 1willwiililllii recellereceive

their exaltationX thithissieis a glorious
thought weave shoulda I1I1 prize our I1

familiesfamines and tho associationsassociationswewe
have together ifit
we are faithful wowe bhailahall inherit
glory immortality and eternal life
and thisthia ia the greagrdagreatesttest of allilllillii tile
gifts of god to yuanyunn

I1 pray that god will biessbiehls you
that lie will conicomfortfort tilothe hearts of01
the family of brother pitt that holie
will feed and clothe them and
uniteunit ethemthem together and preserve
them in the faith that when they
gegelgetL tathroughirough with this world they
may meet their companion and bebo
prepared with him to receive exal-
tation and glory which may god
grantrant in the namenamu ofjesusjebus our ke-

emerdemant amen
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I1 been very much interest-
ed luin the remarks made bybya elder
woodruff lulit regard to his mission
to arddarid more partic-
ularly in regard to brutherbrother pitt
whom I1 have always regarded as a
high minded honorable manwan one
waowho feared god and worked right-
eousness aabidlldatidaa manmin fromfram whom
in all my acquaintance with himhirt I1
never heard oneond remark that wasway
lihlidinimicalmical to his character or reputa-
tion as a man as a saint or in any
capacity wevve hanhang6 oftenofton bebutrenveryveryveny
much delighted with the music
that he made for us both in this
tontown and in other placesraces where we
have sojournedsojourned nownov lie has gone
and haslias taken tiletilo same course as
every person that ever lived with
the exception of two or three in-
dividualsdividuals there is something pe-
culiar

pe-
cullar about theothese things that al-
ways creates with me a solemnity
of feeling not a brother woowood
ruff said that I1 mourn the loss of a
good man whenwilen hbhia has gonekone I1 do
not I1 have not the slightest
feeling of this kind buttout when 1I re-
flect 0upon the of the worldworld

that we laveinlive ini andkind of humanity in
general look back throughgilgli the
dark lapse of ages that havehalve trans-
pired and contemplate the milmiiliona
upon millions and hundreds of
thousands of millions who have in-
habited thistills earth and that they
have all of them gone wowe keoaiico that
there is no of theme thinthiuthings98
no arresting thetile course of destiny
no stopping thetiie handhaudbandoffof thetho
power of ilolietile destroyer an eter-
nal decree liasilas gone northforth anaitand it is
appointed fovallfor allail men once toid die
it js itimpoi Kible for us to evade t ti I1 14

and withnavi thetiie exception of the verynery
few to whom I1 havohave before ixreferredf
all men have paid thetile great debt of
nature the humanbuman body may be
propped up through thetiie ingenuity
nursing arldand earecare of moinman for somebome
time but like a sweeping flood al-
though you may dadam uptip tiletiie waterwitter
from its natural coucouneror o and arrest it
IHilk its progress and keep it back
backbaek back for awhilea while yet by andbild
by irwillit will rush over itsita barriers seokbeok
its natural channel pursuejursicJursuesuc ithits own
coursecoursoc0uc and find its own resting
plapiaplaceN so60 it is witheith the human
bamily wenye come into the world
we exist for a shoatshort tinietinley then wuwe
are taken away no hietter what bur
feelings ideas orbr faithmalth mayway be they
have nothing to eidciddovithwith this great
universalal law which pervades all
nature

we are here to exhibit our sym-
pathy and for our brother
whom we respect and esteem that
is allail we canean do who is themethere that
cauntayeancan stay the hand of death what
talent what ingenuity what phil-
osophy religion science or power of
any kind who possessesses ththatt pow-
er individually in this alaassemblyably or
combined to say to the great mon-
ster death stand bad ththouou shift
not take thyaly victims there is no
suchsuchsueh jar no such power
hono krusuchh influence sucheuch a prineprincprincipal2 iuniiral
docsdoes not exist and it lieverllever will ex-
ist until thetho last enemy is destroy-
ed which the scripturesScripturesturey tell us isis
death but death shall be destroy-
ed alidand all then even all the hu-
man family shall burst the barriers
of the tomb and come forth chope
whowiio have done good to the resur-
rection of thetho just than and not
till then willwili that influence that
fell tyrant be destroyed themthere is
soinesomethingthin about that latVatinterestingereMin 9 to
us whilewhim nathe woldwald of mankind are

andarid carolestcaralessioless andalid desire
not to retain god in their knowl-
edgedge and wwithwishkh to put away from


