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DDy sspecial request the NosNewa pubpub-

lisheslishes the following which Is Albert
ComersComur answer to the
church which preferred charges of
Q against him on thetho Grounds

AND SPECIFICATIONS

Branch
vsa

Albert Comer

The charge of apostasy from thetho faith
of the nReorganized Church ofoC Jesus
Chrtt otof SaintsSaint IsIII hereby
rondo and filed by the of the
Lamont BranchDranch of said church against
Albert Comer based upon thelie following

rt to WIt
1 lIe holds that the churchchulch leIII na manman-

mademade institution
ZL lieHe holdshold that the church holds no

authority other than of man
83 lie claim that ifIe theNthew bobe anany

divinedivino authority on the earth It Is with
the Utah Church

Signed
J A President
MlJ J DANIELSON Priest
A ItIe ANDERSON Teacher
C E BLAIR Deacon

l1 onene At LamoniLamon JowoIown October
16991599

Toro the Lamont BranchDranch and to J A
Gunsolley M J A IfIe
Anderson and C E Blair liae Four
IJ ofoC thetho Lamont BranchBranch-

II am not aware that the branch has
teverr investigated1 me nor questioned thetho
integrity ofoC nymy views regardinG theIho
faith ofoC the and or
deadder d ItsIta fourCour presidents to pursue mome
Into the retreat ofoC my retirement This
it10 somewhat mysterious to me When
the built the basement wall on
which the now stands
they Clamnamedd nine resolutionsresolution allas the
sources otof light to guIde them In their
work The sixth one reads UeResolved
ThatThal the whosewhole law orof the church of
JesusJc u Christ Is contained In thetho BibleDible
BookDook otof Mormon and Doctrine and
Covenant

I turnurn to thane books but tallCall to find
any provision fortor fourCour presidents for
any branch nor any authority fortor
branchesto order their presidents to IIIalt
In council aida d accUsations

the In any oC themButiI do rend In a andand CoeCoveCove-
nantsnants Behold I am GodOai and havehoo
spoken ttIt thethese commandments oreare otof
me and were givenghen to my servants In
ththeirlr weakness afteraCter thetho manner ofoC
their language that they might comecorne to
understanding and Inasmuch na8 they
sought wisdom they mIght bobe Inin-
structed and inasmuch as thethey finned
theyther might be chastened etc Please
show mome by these books wherein I havehaesinned agaInst the faith of the eorgan

AnAny measure not endorsed by
thosethole books mUst ofoC be In
valid or why seekPeek understanding In-
and

InIn-
andand by them thereforetherdore In the ababsencence
orof nilall for your assumption
and fortor the further reason that I per
tonally and In11 a public meeting forCor
business convened distinctly and em i

announced my withdrawal
from all connection and affiliation with
the ChurchChulCh of JesusJeu ChristofoC Saints sInce which
time I1 have taken no active parlinpart in any
ofoC the orof that bobodyy In ananyrespect whatever

IForor thesethere reasons I amm fullyrully
edd thatthat you have millmistakentaken your calling
and jurisdiction In your zealseal to do Qa

useless and act tnin concon-

cocting an accusation fortor my hurt I

laving no useule forlor yourour document I
return It to yuuy eu But I1 willt ususe this
opportunity toJo lIasay to you that yourour
statement that flaying diligently lala-

bored
la-

boredbored with youou to reclaim youou to the
church and to bring about

etc Is a concession that youOU andand-
II1 were not In fellowship with each othoth-

er
oth-

erer and that the church has lost ItsIta
claim upon me whIch statement
amounts to Ia confession that I had
withdrawn fromCrom the church and that
youOU knew itII ThenThon whyVh seekreek to proseprose-
cutecutecuto me I came Into the church ofoC mm-

own
mymy-

ownown act and II-
Am

I-

amAm not aware that I soldlold my personalpersonal-
ItyItyIt or right to personal liberty and
choice ofoC action In soeo doing In withwith-
drawingdrawing fromCrom an organization which
hathad toM forCor me and hid itslis

behInd the scepter of authority I

I have committed no sin againstit forCor

having entered ofoC my own free will and
choice l1 had the rIght to withdraw on
the same bailsbasl j lineand forCor you to hurl the
Invective of ApostasyI afterr me IsIII neithneith-
erer manly Just nor Christian but cowcow-

ardly
cow-

ardlyardly andanel vindictive and suchlIuch A

position only wants the opportunity to
reestablish the pillory and relight the
faggots of the inquisition period Mas aa-

cure
a-

curecure for heresyheres and has no affinity with
that Christian sUfferAnce and suffering
described bby the poet thusthuI

Lord whence thosethole blood drops all the
wayoy

That mark out the mountains trAck
TheThey were shed forCor one who had gone

astrayastra
Ere the shepherdrd could bring him back
Lord whence usare ththy hands so rent and

torn
TheThey arearo pierced tonight bby many aa-

thorn
a-

thornthorn

The Christian example the
shepherd to be the bleedbleed-
Ing

bleed-
ingIng must be sought

not cared forCorfor-

GoGo00 fortor my wandering boy tonight
Go00 search fortor him where youOU will

ButDut bring him to me with all hlhi I blight
tell him I love hIm still

Again

Though they are slighting him
Still lieHo laIs waitingwallin

Waitinglilting the nt child to receive
Plead with them earnestly
Plead with them gentle

lieHe will forgive ifIe they only believebellec
ItIe the methods adopted and practiced

by the Reorganized authorities be the
correct ones thosehose blood dropsdropI that
mark the mountain track should havehae
been shed bby the one who hadbad gone
astray rather than by the shepherd
and the wanderingand boy with all hihis
blight should havehae been forever
barred the parental root And those that
were slightingalighting him havehae had the
charge ofoC Apostasy placed on fileflIe
and Instead of Pleading with them

Gently reminded them that
thethey must think as we0 think or ortoff

comes their thinker SurelY the Beor
has forgotten or did

Know then that every soul leIs tree
To choose his lifeliCe and whatwhat hell be
For this Eternal truth tla given
That God will forceCorce no man to heavenhenen
Hell call persuade direct him right
flies him withwitt wisdom love and lightfight
In namenamelessleu ways be good and kind
But never forceCoree the human mind

Gentlemen ItIf youou propose to pursue
this secret Inquisitorial method of
blackmailing character In secret loun

dl andanil court trials behind
doors I would advise youOU to remodel
1113 hymn or banish It from yourour asS

ItIf God says myany Soul leIs treefreefree-
toto choose mmy life and what Ill be amam-

II1 to be heMheld to the fourCour
presidents ofoC the Church
fortor daring to exercise III

right
Now Mas to thetho chargecharle ofoC Apostasy

from the faith of the
Church which isIII declared bby the ttourur
presidents to be on tilefile against me I
havehae only this to saylay It the E
ofoC the faith and doctrine ofoC thetho churchhurch
ofoC JesusJesul Christ ofoC Saints
as publishedd by the l
Church ofoC Jesus Christ at
Decature county Iowa expresses the
faith referred to In the charge thenIhen I1
challenge the four presidents CiC thetho

branch or anany one of them or
anyony person to lalay their fingernger onen any
paragraph that I1 have ever repudiated
In any sense

TheTho faith In Itits simple verIverification uas
declared bby the founders ofoC the New
Organization I1 accept and endorse
but an Independent Sabbath School
Daughters of Zion Student
Society Sons of Zion Secret CouncilsCouncil
Secret CourtsCoUrtl and charges ofoC anun

conduct by which a11a-

manman is19 made Inan offender fortor a11 word
were not part ofoC that organization
neither are they sustained or protprotected
hby any shadow of Gospel law preceptprecept-
oror precedent but are creations ofoC thetho
reorganized structure strictly mmanman-
made

n
made AS is the nookBook of flutes tt-

ItIt Jason W David Powell ifH
11 IDrameam Z II11 and Samuel
Blair could withdraw from the church
established lIyby God through the InInv

ofoC the century
prophet stillsUII retain theirheir standing with

retain the priesthood bestowed
upon them by the seer or by thcte
hands of those ordained by him and II-

notnot liebe guilty of apostasy
Ingm is thetho brandbranI otof apostasy laid upon
them bby thetho organized body under thetho
apostleship established bby that seer
over that people who werehere not cutcast ortOttOtt-

asas declared bby the revelation to Jason
W Briggs November 1851 I1 cant secm
why I or anany other man shouldhould be
branded ApostAte forCor lIa similar actattattI-

CIfIC that revelation isIII true the
claim ofoC Rejection and Die

organization ofoC thetho original Nauvoo
church leII not true TheTho revelation to
ElderEhler declares no rejection nor
disorganization neither does It

butforCor nor order
orders the dutduty ofoC the Gospel cry lie

nd Of Bins
Ii

throughthrough obedience to the Gospel
I

nancnancens as foundCound In the threethrle booksbook
and In Gods own due timetime-
toto do the rent i

ButDut EldersElder Deam and Powell coupCOUll
select together and decided to

t great influence of ElderlIder Z IC
Gurley and gained him and
Gurley turned the Yellowstone
branch Eider OurleyGurley sayssaI We ap-

pointed
ap

pointed IIa daIn which to
edGe the legal heir The revelation ofoC

Jason said Godnoli would do that In IrisJIls
Own due time
Elder Burley claims no authority

from God and acknowledges only hUehuhu-

manman agency and authority
Therhe manifestation of tonguestongue etc

which becomes a part of the hihistoryIII or vtat
this case was not cited In the revelation
as nnan evidencence that should followfollo
action of choosing of the proproperr heir 0asas-

aa witness of the arrival ofoC his GodsGodGod-

OwnOwn DuoDue timelimetime-
DDBy suggestion of Elder Gurley Qa concon-

ferenceference wuwas convened atal WIVU
which resolved Brigham Young

Strang Brewster Wm Smith etc etc
out ofoC the race osas candidates forlor the

tn oC the mart andorganized on thethe Church organized on the
day ofoC April 18301630 exists as on that
day wherever six or more saints are
organized according to the patter of
Doctrine and Covenants that the
law of the Church isII contained tnin the
three books These resolutions wereOre titills
basic principles upon which the New
Organization eventuAlly WAwas built

When the president of the
ration offered his service to the New oror-

n ntal Amboy Illinois April 6

1860 he sale I will comecorne to you ItIC you
will receivecehe me giveIve mmy ability and the
influence my name may bring ttogether
with what IIIlittleIe powerlower I possess and I1

trust by yourour prayer and faith to be00
sustained I1 pledge myselfmelr to promul-
gateSAtegate no doctrine that shall not IJohe ap

by YOu or the coilecodo of goal
moralsmoral

On the strength of this idea the con
thenIhen voted that he be received

Rfas aI successor ofoC hishie tnCn

ther and Elder Gurley saidlold Drother
Joeph I present this church to youou InIn-

the
In-

thethe name ofoC Jesus Christ
This whole was a simple

transfer ofoC confidential trust between
man and hlhis fellow man the one
pledges fidelity to society and Its up

the other presents the conti den
trusttruet otof jurisdiction asII the

of a11 people Thus therethero Is no
thus saith the LordlArd In the transacttransacti-

nging but a deldelegation ofoC human authori-
tyty Joseph saidMill that he carnecame 11By the
influence of the spirit and that he had
received manifestations pointing to

thetho poposition of presidency to be asas-

sumed Elder Sheen put it thus UIfU-

thethe sspirit which promPted hinthim In corncom
there prompted his reception he

would be with them
Joseph In speaking of this matter

under date of Nauvoo NovemNovem-
ber

Novem-
berber mo owes hishll own sigsig-
naturenature said In nnan address to the seat
toted saints WhenWhon I1 assumed the i

position I now occupy I covenanted that i

I would never willingly or willfully do
anything to Injure thetho cause ofoC the true

SaInts or make their concon-
dition wornworee than It was when I1 found
thomthem arIdand I moanmean by GOGalsIs help to keep
th t covenant

In thetho absenceab nce ofoC any thus the
or divine command I tallfall to seesel

anything more than the authority of
man In the nolnew organIzation or itslis sue

the reorganization
AsI to the third specificationrf ca vizIz

That If there Iis anany divine authority
on the earth It laIs with the Utah
Church Those peopeoplele profess teach I

and practice faith repentance bap
urnsUlm Impartation ofoC the HolHoly Spirit
healing prophecy tongues etc and
the same manner ofoC Church organiza-
tiontion BSas did the New OrganizAtion andand-
asas Is now held by the reorganization
with this The Church
being na prActical law governed people
Interpret polygamy to he a crime sub
jest to penally when the con

ISas defined bby governgovern-
mentmeatment Is violated The neBe
organization payspas less attention to legal

and Insists that WebWebsterlerler-

andand public opinion shall be the criterion
ofoC Interpreting ththe polygamous ten
deacy

ItIf history laIa true andnd I believe It Is
according to a recorded allat
glengiven to J WN November
1651 the Lord saysIlIS I hehave not eastcast ortoff
MyIy people The expressionlon Is generic
In character andamI ifIC It applies to nnany
part orof the Saints It applies
to ail as there Is no excepting clause

TheTho New resolved to
recognize Illall legalleal ordinationsordination and that

the church t tillas on the of April
I153030 wherever six or more are organized
according to the pattern ofoC Doctrine
and Covenants In the absence of oxex

this recognition reached Utah
This samelime Idea wnwas confirmed by him

who Covenanted to do nothing the
church would not approve on the
day ofoC April 18911101 at Kirtland when ho
saidMid It III1 Inmy conviction that therethell are
men In those Utah valleyslIe who hold na
legitimate priesthood who will have toto-
beIJobe recrecognized

Then I turn to papage 34H Doctrine and
Covenants andanil read paragraph 4

which IIs supposupposed to refer to the peppep-
pie

pepe-
pIepIe ofoC those valleys VerllVerily there
lireare somefome who are chosen vesselse ls toto-
do

to-
dodo goodgoot who havehae been estranged bby
hindering rousescaus W h are In the
world andnd tnIn dUG Ime return Uuntonto
the LordLard itIf they ario otof hIndered byby-

the
by-

thethe men otof mmy churchchulCh And that
brother who pled to do

nothing that would notnol be approved
bby thothou who acceptedac ted him has subsub-
scribedscribed himself and published to theho
world that he Believesnellee there are lady

In thetho different factions that
laidhuld the priesthood and That where
there are sixalx or more regularly baptized
members any one of which who is15 an
elder priest teacher or deacon there
the church exlexistst That organization
la necessary and such An organization
as05 ththe number orof members and the will
of clod enablesenable them to attain toto-

NaNaNay he gees farthertarther and teaches
That wherever na brAnch exists the

power of church extension exists alsoalso-
toto the fullest extent when acting In ocacv

with the lawlaw-
IsliltIs it me to say

that If therethero Is any authority on earth
that ItII IsIe In the Utah church when thetho
fathers otof thetho Reorganization ddeclared
it as1111 fromCrom thetho mouth ofoC OoGodl DareDIHO youou
have the hardihood to brand me as nnan
apostate for accepting allas truth what

y ur resident declares and publishes
to the church and the world 0 shame

ththe Lamont branch orof the Church of
ofoC Laler do SaintsSaini beingIng

In business session this
herber 7 1599 President nnan

that forCor some reason certain
documents are not present and that the
branch having preferred charges
againstt two brethren one of themhem AlAIAl-
pertpertbert Corner desired that thetho branch
appoint a court otof EIElderslIe

It was asked that thorho charges be read
The answered that the omoil-

scers had decided that itII wasnl not
farsary those charges bobe made public That
due notice had been givenIven to thetho parpar-
tiesties ItII was then askasked whether either
ofoC the accused parties had mademad answer
to those charges The answer was that
It WMwas immaterial whether thethey had or
not and rUled the out ofoC oror-
der

or-
derder

ThusThull another chapter isIII added to the
history of the hidden deeds of the Inin-

quisition ofoC the nineteenth century
What leII the matter gentlemen haslias

yourOur frailCrall craft constructed from the
flaws of IIa little delegated authority
briefly bestowed become so trustworthy
that afteratter setting owaaway the pennant
staff youOU stealthily flout to the rear
to10 takelake refuge behind the
bulwarks

Now kind reader the action ofoC the
tourfour reorganized branch In
making a public or

me and refusing to
state theth nature ofoC that charge to the
bodbody whom they pretend trade Itiit and
fortor suppressing mmy answer to the
bronchi Impels me to reproduce the
chargechari and my answer to the samelame
that rf may not be misunderstood InIn-

deed
in-

deeddeed or motive by IIa generous pUblic
NowNoI gentlemen this lis my answer to

the charcharges asJ preferred by the LaLa-
montmont Branch through its tour presi-
dentsdents

Yours respectfully
Signed COCOMERlEn
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