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words and I1 know it by and bye hebe dreams
about it the lord gives himhiril a vision 1 I dreamt
last night I1 saw the lord and he told me that
preacher is18 a true servant of god he goes
forth into the waters of baptism he receives
the layingla ing on of hands and is confirmed in the
faith byy the power of the holy ghost

thus the spirit keeps all the time working
and operatingcooperatingco with us and by and bye this
mass of driftwooddrift wood prejudices and false tradi-
tions will vanish from the honest mind en-
lightened by the spirit of truth and the man
thus inspired is able to witness andanti declare
15beforefore the congregation things that he never
before heard and the people shut their mouths
at him in astonishment

twenty five years ago we declared things to
our brethren wewi never heard bro kimball
knows this the power of god was in itait and
0 how good we felt and 0 how humble

I1 have borne testimony of mormonism when
there was not a saint within zt hundred milesmiles
of me and I1 felt that I1 was as ready to die as
to live says 1I siysly good friendsfriend you need
not oppose me and I1 talked to them so hinlhini
ly 0 how it would astonish them they could
not resist it it waswag a heavenly time and
god manifested his power through his servants
in that early period of our history it was to
to confirm them and give conviction to others
and to laylav the foundation of this work there
was great power and bglory upon the servants
of god

imay god bless you and what I1 have said
this morning and bestow upon you every bless-
ingan m and attribute necessary for yonyou and give
as all the victory and crown us with eternal I1

lives in his presence is the prayer of your
bumblehumble servant in the nameon jesus christ
amen
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I1
I1 am not much in the habit efof taking texts

especially of late years and more especially since
the commencement of the formationreformationle how-
ever this afternoon I1 think I1 will take a text as a
subject for the few remarks that I1 may make oilon
this occasion and that one was presented to me
this morninmorning when in conversation with br kim
iball and thathatt text is embraced in one word which
s union

I1 expect that a great deal might be said on this
subject andaud probably a great deal has been said
but more may yet be said and that which intim-
ately concerns us at the present time if we
would rightly understand things as theytiley are a
more inteinterestingrest ilig subject could not be introduced
at the present time and it embraces a great deal
more than what we should be enabled to say in
one hour or in one day unlessonless that we go in-
to the of paying more attention and more
regard to the interests of others we shall not get
along as a people near so well aaas perhaps many
of us have been anticipating

in thetile gentilegentl world where the gospel first
reached us our manner of training our habits
and our education all went to influence our minds
to look after seilself and never to let our contempla-
tions or meditations pogo beyond that which per-
tained to ourselves inn makingm aking any exertion that
would in any way tend to benefit ourselves to
exalt ourselves and assist us in amassing riches
or iiiin gatheringg information that would conform
or aid in the bringingstinging about this object we con-
sidered we were doing first rate for that was the
object of life with us

we thenvien depended upon ourselves almost en-
tirely and thoughtthou glit that we should have means
around us gathered for ththee purpose of securing

I1

ourselves from the evils mat we found we were
continually exposed to in regard to poverty and in
regard to thetiie lack of friends we were all look-
ing within ourselves we regarded our own dear
selves in all our meditations and directed all our
exertions for our own individual benefit this is
what our parents taught us to a great extent and
it mattered with us but very little howbow or what
course was pursued if we could gain those things
we desired if we could secure to ourselves those
things which were necessary for our own comford
and for our own individual temporal conveni-
ence

this is the education of the world and this is
lie way they are tataughttight this is one reason we

have so much difficulty in acting upon the princi-
ples of union then it should not seem so very
strange that the same feelings that were in the
minds of the people that were instilled
into asbyus by traditions should linger around us at
thetha present time and become a blind or a barrier
against receiving those blessings and privileges
that we might otherwise receive and be injurious
to us when we receive the gospel and endeavor to
become saints of god I1

I1 can discover that these things have extended
and spread themselves in the feelings and hearthearts
of the saints pretty extensively and they act
very powerfully in hindering the saints from
obtaining the blessings and privileges which it is
their right to receive until these feelings are re-
moved we shall be liable to be baffled in regard to
the blessings that are promised to the people of
god

we talk considerably inIA regard to the principle
of loving our beigneighborsebors as well as we love our-
selves we talk about it and we somesometimes think
about it but how much do we really enter into
the spirit of these things and see that the diff-
iculty lies within ourselves we must understand
that we 4 llavehave got to act upon certain principles
by which we can bind ourselves together as a
people to bind our feelings together that we may
become one and thistilis never cancall be accomplished
unless certain things are done and things that
require an exertion on our part how would
you go to work to bind yourselves together

how would a man go to work to unite himself
I1 with his neighbor men were associated
togethertvtogethergether who hadbid never been acquainted how
wouldd they go to work to secure each others
friendship attachment and affection one towards
another why something would have to be done

I1
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and that not by one party only but would have
to be done by one as well as by the other it

I1
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would not answer for one to do tilethe business
alone itit would not do for one to answer those

I1 feelings and do the work himself but in order to
become as one in their sentiments andpud affection

tilethe action of both would babe requisite
I1 now it is so ordered and so arranged that we
are dependant in a great measure one upon an-
other for instance t ke us as a people we are
dependent upon a being that is above us to
secure our peace our happiness our glory and
exaltation we are individually dedependent upon
the exertions of altart individual who is above our-
selves

for instance we are all dependent upon jesus
christ upon his coming into the world to open
the way whereby we might secure peace happi-
ness and exaltation and had liehe not made thesealiese
exertions we never could havellave been secured in
these blessings and privileges which are guaran-
teed unto us in the coupel through the mediation
off jesus christ for he made the necessary exer-
tions

in order to accomplish the gathering of israel
out of egyptian bondage there had to be some-
thingthin done to libeliberaterageraPe them from their thralldomtiraldoal
and thistill something had to be done by a higher
power by an individual that had more wisdom
more intelligence more understanding and more
power and means within liishis hands for tilethe pur
poseposa of securing those blessings which they need-
ed they never could have got out from their
difficulties nor from

i
their bondage unless this

power had been exeexertedarted by one who had more
intelligence more knowledge more information
in relation to the means of their deliverance

it is just so in a thousand other cases there
has to babe a power exercised for the benefit of the
people there has to be exertions made and they
never callcan receive tilethe blessings and privileges that
are for them unless those exertions were made by
allan individual possessing more knowledge more
wisdom and greater ppowerower than themselves

jesus oilon a certain occasion speaking to peter
said to him simon peter lovest thou me 71 he
answered that lie did well then replied jesus

feed my sheep jesus interrogated him again
saying simon peter lovest thou memea peter
answered 1 I do lord jesus said unto him feed
my f lambs in this case we perceive therethera was
an exertion to bobe made for the benefit ofor those
that had not that power and information but this
alone is not sufficient

had moses for instance havingbaving done all that
he did had hebe delivered israel from egyptian
bondage and having done allaliaa that he could and all
that mortal mailman could do for their redemption
having done all in his power and been willing to
lay down his life and to sacrifice everything that
he had to accomplish that work would helie havellave
secured the people to himself andslid have brought
about that union which was so necessary without
tinyany exertion oilon their part no most assuredly
it would not have been accomplished for there
had to be a return an exertion on their part in
order to secure that union and that love and to
rsecure that fellowship between them and him
which it was necessary should exist and so it is
in reference to jesus christ though lie has sacri-
ficed himself and laid the plan for the redemption
off the people yet unless the people labor to ob-
tain that union between him and them their sal-
vation never will be accomplished thustitus we see
thateliat something has to be done by eitherelther partyparly in
order to secure each others and to bind
us togetogethertherastherosas a community

now an individual possess information and
intelligence and let that individual be one who
holds the holy priesthood a manmail who hasbas been in
the church for years and years let him be one
that is filled withith knowledge and understanding
and let him go to work and looktook about him or in
otheroilier words let him consider there are others
around hinbin that are less favored than himself and
that they are not all so strong nor so forward in
thetiie blessings and graces of tilethe gospel as lie is
let him reflect that those around him desire the
intelligence and blessings that god has given him
through his greater experience in the things of
the kingdom then begin to impart that informa-
tion to those around him and to communicate his
strength to those that are weak and shadow forth
his light to hosethose who are in darkness then so
far as regards himself he is doing that which is
necessary for him to do to secure their good feel-
ings and affections to himself

but let him take the oppositeappositesile coursecouise and think
of improving liishis own dear self and there is
oilyonlyonly himself to be saved that all he has to accom-
plishp ish is to secure ilfelife and salvation for himself
andrind only think of his own slitssins to reform himself
and to take care of himself A man whowild takes
this course is going upon a principle that will al-
ways keep him bound up and contracted in his
feelings and contracted in his views and will
never accomplish the thing that is desired

As for instance you let an individual keep his
ideas and knowledge to himself in going oilon to
acquire any information in relation to any particu-
lar branch of study or business will halie ever accom-
plish the thing that is required

A great many pursue this course in reference
to their mechanical skill but this is not the right
maywayay

in pursuing any kind of study a-manaman has to
continue to work and after going through one
course he has to go through again and keep to
work in order to make himself master of them
and lie never will master them near so well asis by
communicating his information while engaged in
gaining it let him go to work and gather uptip his

sandand endeavor to give them the same know
ledgeedge that he has received and hebe then begins to
findind himself being enlightened upon those things

whichbich hebe never would have known unless by
pursuing that course of teaching and impartingtin
the information he is in possession of unto othersther
any one that has been a school teacher will un-
derstandderstand me well upon this point

so you perceive that he who indulges in thistills
narrow contracted kind ofor feeling instead of
benefiting himself in keeping the linowknowledgeledge liehe
possesses within himself lielio is the loser in con-
sideringsi that by keeping all liehe imshis received to
himselfliim self he would be exalted in spirit in know-
ledge and intelligenceintelli ence

let a mailman renrememberlember that therathere are others bilat
are in darkness and that have not advanced so far
inin knowledge wisdom and intelligence and let
him impart that knowledge intintelligenceelligge liceilce and
power unto his friends and brethren inasmuch as
he is tardier advanced than they are and by so
doing he will soon discover that liishis mind will
expand andadd that light and knowledge which liehe
had gained would increase and multiply more
rapidly

I1 have heard br kimball state that when helie was
very much downhearted liehe would find somebody
worse than himself and endeavor to comfort him
up and by so doing liehe would comfort himself
and increase in spirit and in ilfelife it is upon thisthise
principle that I1 am speaking

if you want to secure the friendship and affec-
tions of your friends go to work and comfort
them with that light which you have received
remembering those blessings came down from
god and that by doing thistills you are only ding
what every man should doto

those of youvouyou whowiio have got the priesthood go
and make friends among the individuals by whom
you are surrounded or select one and try to start
his feellfeelings his faith his circumstances and his
mhmindd allaliandd try to enlighten them andlind if they are
sinners endeavor to save them from their sins
and bring them from their bondage in which theytiley
are placed to participate in the light and liberty
which you participate in for in this way you callcan
do good through the information which lleliethe lord
has imparted to you in this way you will dis
cover that their minds will be drawn out towards
you and theirheir affections will be gained and cen-
tered upon you

in order that this thing may be accomplished
and in order that those blessings which are neces-
sary may be secured and that tilethe feelings and
faithwith that we want as a people may be secured to
us we havellave to go to work individually and more
anxiously more ambitiously than we havdavse done
before to bind ei chen others feelings together

now for instance take a shepherd who hashns
charge of a large flock of sheep liehe goes into his
field and his flock hastens to gather around him
and follow after him how is this accomplished
the shepherd has gone from day to day and from
time to time with plenty of salt and they discover
that helie liashas it with liiilihimbimm every time lie makes liishis
appearance andaad that lie liashas thosethese things that araree
necessary to supply theirthir wants theytiley learn by
experience that lie has looked after their welfare
and theytiley appreciate his kindness it is a good deal
so among men

if you will allow me to carry out tilehe figure
tho perhaps it may not apply quite sogo well as
some other but it is the one bownow upon my mind
youyoa lefletkletthethe president of your settlement or thetile
bishop or president brighamBrigliarn Younyoung for instance

continue to administer incesincessantlysantry among thistilis
people and let them do all that individuals will
call upon them to do they will be worn down
and as brother kimball was speaking unless there
is something done by tilethe people as a return forlor
that which is done by those men therethero never
will be a perfect people but will be very far oftoff
from perfection aridand it jais stil more sojin regard
to the cultivation of that feeling li is

for us to havellave one for another
inill regard to the shepherds flock of sheep what

do theytiley do in reference to making a return for
the good that is dondone s to ahm Is it sufficient
for them to return one tenth part of their wool
which would be a very great source of benefit
providing they only give that if one of them
could speak and say we willwil give you one tenth
part ol01 our wool for tiletho purpose of0 manifesting
unto you our gratitude would not hutthathat be a very
good and proper acknowledgment

butut they do more than this they do as brdr
kimball was speaking they put evere filing into
the reservoir they return their entire fleece this
secures a very good feeling in thetiie shepherd or in
thetile bosom of the farmer towards tilethe sheep that
he had been administering to and they find them-
selves after the next year comes roundrould in posses-
sionslonsion of a great abundance

well I1 was thinking of these things as brdr
kimball was speaking this morning if the
people had confidence in the things which are
taught andauditif they would let their minds expand
and throw in their substance for the establishment
of zion and the extension of the kingdom of god
theytiley would learn that it is the very principle upon
which they would receive stores of those things
which they are after

but there is a fearfulnesstearfulness in thetile minds of tiletha
people they are afraid to trust their substance init
the hands of the lord but if we expect acts of
kinkindnessduess and affection if we understand our true
position ardand want to secure the affections of the
almighty and ullall good men so that they will be
bound to us we have got to do something that
will secure to us those affections and other wanimani
festations of that kindness which we have pre-
viously participated illin

if individuals would look upon this principle
as they should look upon it view it in itsita proper
light they would take much more pains thanthau they
do for they would see the necessnecessityllyily of binding the
feelings of their brethren together they would see
and understand the importance of this more than
they do at the present time and they would enter
into the spirit of it we might carry this princi-
ple into families and illustrate upon it quite
largely

for instance if youon ever secure a union inin any
family in zion if you ever bequeseque that heavenly

union which is necessary to exist there you have
got to bind that family together in one lidand there
has got to be the spirit of the lord in thetha head of
that famil yand he should possess that lilight and
that intelligence which if carried out init the daily
lifelire and conduct of those individuals will prove
the salvation of that family for he holds their
salvation in his hands

he goesgoss to work and associates his feelings and
affections withwilli theirs as far as lies inilisillsliishis power
and endeavors to secure all those things that are
necessary for their comfort and welfare and they
oilon tilethe other part have got to turn round and
manmanifestirest the same feeling the same kindness and
the same disposition and to the utmost of their
ability manifest feelings of gratitude for the bless-
ings which they receive

this is necessary that there may be a oneness
afof feeling or oneness of sentiment andslid a corres-
ponding affection that they henig one may be
bound tptogather in this way nowno it is justilist thotile
same in regard to ourselves as neighborsnei mors as saints
of god as individuals that leoldh oldoid the priesthood
and that have traveled in the light of truth and
got the power of god upon them and who know
what salvisalvationtion is

the things of god havellave been revealed to thithiss
people that theytiley may go to work and obtain moromore
faith and more confidence in god than any otheroilier
people upon the face of thetile whole earth we
have to eat drink and clothe ourselves as well
as other people but in gaining these things we

1 should regard sacredly each others rightsrights when
two individuals are bound totogether7ether as they even-
tually must be intheyif they ever sstandtand in tilethe presence
of god rather than to take a course to injure
each others feelings when theytiley are utiuliunitedit ed as they
should be and as they will be they would sooner
have a limb severed from their body they would
sooner summersuffer anything that could be executed upon
them than to disturb or hurt each others feelings
there would be the same love that existed be-
tween david and jonathan before david
would do anythingan tiling to disturb tilethe feelings of
jonathan he would have suffered a hundredfoldhundred fold
of troubietrouble to come upon himself I1 think we
sometimes pass by those things which are of
such great importance I1 often think of tilethe lit-
tle anecdote that is recorded in the bible about
thetile sons of thetile prophets onoil a certain occasion
when the sons of the prophets were cutting lim-
ber

tim-
ber it appears that the axe fell offroff the handle into
the water and it seemed there was a great dis-
turbanceturbance in the feelings of the young prophets
why says one master the axe was borrowed
and it seems there was quite an anxiety about the
axe on accodaccountlittit of its being borrowed property
I1 have thought that hadbad thetile circumstance trans-
pired in these days tilethe expression would hivehave
been on this wise 100 itisMs noro mattermuterm uter master tiietilethe
axe was borrowedborro but in those addys tilytiltheyy lidid
beelinfeelingsuis in regard to their neighbors and in con-
sequence of this the power of god could be man-
ifested for the purpose of raising the axe from tilethe
bottom of tileilia water thus weive see alieyalley had
feelings of interest for tiletiie welfare of their neigh-
bors and friends asa well for themthemselvesserves

now an individual infit order to secure the high-
est and greatest blessings to himself in order to0 o
secure the approbation of tiletiie almighty andslid inin
order to continually improveimprover in thetile things per-
taining to righteousness he nabnalmustst boaltdoall things to
the best advantage let him go to work andalid be
will irig to sacrifice for the benefit of liishis friends
if liehe wants to build himself up tileilie best princi-
ple helie can do it upon is to build up hisllis friend
this is the same principle I1 wish to refer youryouir
minds to iuin relation to the master who wished
to make himself perfect in those sciences which
he had partially studied and he did it by commu-
nicatingni to his scholais that information which
he had obtained and he did it again and again and
by teaching them lie improved himselfselfseifyou brethren that are going forward I1in11 any
uundertakingriderlidertaking and that want to get rich and that
want to malmmake largeluge farms to get many wives and
to extend your household and your popularity
you makeupmake up your minds to make your wives
comfortable to feed and clothe your children and
do thesel things that areanre required ofof you but
while you ae engaengagedofedoled in thisfinflu s let your minds babe
expanded to comprehend and look after the inter-
est of your friends that are around you and
where it is in your power to secure benefits to
your friends do so and init so doing you will find
thalthat those things which y ouon needneedwillwill come into
your hands quicker than if you labor entirely to
secure them to yourselves independent ofor regard-
ing tilethe interests of your friends I1 know this is
a good and important principle

now ifir a manmail has been blest of tilehie lord and
has got information fromfront the eternal world has
been endowed with much grace andaud knowledge
from oilon high and is one to whom the lord has
imparted many great and glorious blessin-gsblessings when
helie comes illin contact with his friends thatlat are
around him and that have not hadllad this advan-
tage and this experience if they in theirther arrange-
ments should run across his track let him exer-
cise those godly feelingfeelings which will tend to
secure their confidence and good will and just
so far as lie exercises them above that of his fel-
lows helie exhibits educationthe edu catloncalion that bebasbehas receiv-
ed in the principles of righteousness andalid just in
proportion usils a person does thistilis to those that are
ignorant around him just in that proportion will
lie secure tiietile good feelings of those individu-
als it cannot do otherwise peradventure in a
future day when through tileilia mercy of the lord
that darkdarknessness is taken away and they receive thetilo
knowledge that youou have they will discover that
you have acted upon thetiie principles of mercy and
salvation and init consequence of that you secure
their good feelings their faithfuith their prayers and
their confidence thistills is upon natural principlesyou will find that wherever you exhibit a feeling
of brotherlybrotlierly love you secure that brotherly friend-
ship and kindness which is so desirable I1 can
refer you to your own experience in this I1 ancin
think of a thousand instances of the kind I1
can think of thousands of instances where br
brighamBrigharn and br heber imparted to tiomo certain


