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Wk can sfford to exercise true Chris-
tian charity towards the world, for
“tn God we trust,”’ aud this is not to
us simply 2 meaningless motto. We
koow from bltter experience that we
canpot rely upon man, nor depend up-
on the toleratlon and charitable splrit
of modern Christendom. These we
have *'weigched in the balance and
found wanting.'" But, calm as 4 suln-
mer's morulog and without faltering,
haviug counted the cost, aud having
pliced ull npon the altar of sacrifice,
we can ufford to awalt the issue, trust-
ing In God *‘though he sbould sluy
us_!'l

The great trouble in relation to the
‘*Mormon question,'” sevms Lo be that
We dre 90 strongly entrenched behlind
the bulwarks of scriptoral and
true Christlan rehgion that the
ordinary weapons of reason,
pursuasion, and the DBible are

powerless [n the hands of oor enemles
to dislodge us, so they are compelled
to resort to persecution, mobocracy
and unconstitutlonal methods and
means to combat the truth.: While we
may sincerely regret this fact, sur ene-
mles gurely have nothing to f)e proud
of nor we anything to fesr.

Que thing that we have known al] the
while, but which has generally been
discredited, is now becoming pateut to
all the world. That is, it is not **Mor~
mon” plural marriage that is the bone of
contention. The crusade ngajust us is
no genuine strugele for morality nor
for freedom and liberty, a8 was the
struggle against slavery. Plural mar-

most absord amd contemptible non-
Sense. ‘Anti~*'Mormon" bigots and fa-
natics rony use sach comparisons, but
certainly no rational person, on retlec-
tion for one moment, would s dmit any
such comparison to he consistent.

On the one hand all these things are
destructive of life, contrary to natusal
rights, to the enjoyment of *'life,
liberty and the porsuit of happiness,”
and therefore injurious to the welfare
of soclety and of bumanlty.

“'Mormon'plural marrisge gives tile,
1s the source of huppiness te thon-
sunds, and is injurious to none. It
affords liberty to many 4 Womun to get
the: busband’ of her cholce, who
would otherwise be compelled to
marry 8 mun  not  of her
cholce, or remaju in celibucy, or
do worse—perhaps sink Into degrada-
tlon and rujy, the victim of some
man’s brutal 511:51._ “Mormon*’ mar-
rloge provides kemes tor women and
chiidren dud makes men responsible
for their conduct towards the female
sex and towards their children. The
taking of homan hife is o crime per se.
Plural inarriase may be pronounced a
crlmg by legislutlve enactment but all
the Congresses {no the world cannot
legislate Into It, nor Into the practice
of it under divize command, a sluypte
element of crime.

‘'Mermon’ plurgl marrage is not
bigmny, nor polygamy, as defined by
Wehster,or as generally understooed in
the world, and defined by iaw. Bizamy
consigts of murrlaze by d man or woni-
an, who is already wmarried apd nu-
divorced, to either o mun or woman,
other than the legal hnsband or wife,
and that without the %nowledge or
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cutions, daties, labors and responsi-
bititics and expenses ot maivtaining
large famtlies, It is absurd to sop-
posc that men would assume all these
cousequences, simply to mratify lust,
when that base passion may bein-
dnlged to rlotons excess for the mere
outlay of o few paltry dollars and
cents.

Men who are seeking for the gratifi-
cetion of lust, the way the world goes

of their wictiins, nor to ackpowledge
and prolvde for their offspring. They |

them to fee] thut they are houorad as
wives and children, huving claiin upon
the!r husbands und futhers for support,
ecdlucation and paternal affections.
Thesc are not the practices of lust. On
the contrary, they are tou expeusive,
too hurdensone, too diflicolt and tuo
irksowe for the thing vained. [t would
be “gayiua too dear for the whistle,”
at this figure, all other things bein§|
agreeable, but when to this Is fadde
the popnlur fury, prejodice aund hatred
to be met with in opposition to this
practive throughont the civilized
world, while, as before said, to gratify
lust requires no sacriilce, no responsi-
hility, no effort, and compuaratively no
expense, the absurdity, it not the
idiocy, of snch a propesition stands
out in hold relief. Whatever clse may
be said ia relation to the origin of this
priveiple, it is very clear that lust is
neither its father uor mother.

Muny do not belfeve that we have
ever received any revelation from God
epjoiviny plaral marriage. Bnt do

consent ol the pon-contricting hus-
baud or wife, or the person enter
into the triple relation. Thus the mar- ‘
ried man or woman _entering into big-
umy, does so clundestinely so far as
the other partner is coneerned, and at
the snme time deceives the third party.
Here 8 fraud, falsehood and deceit.
These are elements of crime which we
ahbor sud detest, uud think should be
prevented or pumished. We do not be-
Heve in polyandry, und so tar as any of
these elements enter ioto poiy qriy or
bigamy, we do not beljeve in efther,nor
do we practice them. We believe in
and practice polygyny, or Bible plurat
marriage, as practiced by Abrabam,
Jucob, Moses, David, Elkanah, Gideon
and the ancient dpanriarcns, worthies
and peopleof God, under the sanction,
approval and blessing of the Alimighty.

In “*Mormon® plural narriage nooune
is decelved; all the parties concerned
are acquainted wih the facts, and con-
scnt thereto. The rule has been for
the tirst wife to be present and witaess
the ceremony of the second marriage
of her husband, she giving ber con-

riage, a8 practiced by the Latter-duy
Suluts, 18 not slavery, nor has it thejre-
motest resemblauce in principie or
twt&o slavery, nor to jthe crimes of
murder, forgery, suttee or any kin-
dred evil; quite the reversc. *““Aor-
mon’' marrige i3 not compulsory, it is
optional; it cannot be otherwise ex-
cept] as a matter of faith and
consclence ou the part of believers.
No far is it from being tinged with a
single element of coercion or slavery,
t.hall, we view it as absgolutely antipodal
to lt.

[n the {irst place, no man or woman
is nader any consiraint to become a
*‘Mormon,” nor to remaln one after
hecoming so, except Lhe constraint of
bellef or consclence, which i3 beyond
the domaln of law or physical force;
nor 18 anyone compelled to enter Into
the practice of plural msarriagze after
joinlng the Chorch. Whoever does so,
does It upon conviction of its rightiul-
ness and upon his own untrainmeled
volition. Not only would it be impos-
sible to compel obedience to this prin-
ciple of our religion, as any onecan see
with balf an eye, but 1t is contrary to
the genius of the Gospel to eunforce
obedience to any principle thereof. It
is lawiul and proper to persucde men
40 see the truth and to embrace it,
This wus the mission of Christ and His
Apoestles, Butafter all, Ao far as obe-
dience thereto is concerned on the
part of mankind,*'it is ali free will aud
all free grace.”

In view of this fact, then, what re-
semblance does plural marriage bear
1o slavery—to which ju is claimed it
bears the reiation of ‘‘twin rellc?”?
Whose rights does it interfere with?
Whose liberties are abridged? Who is
oppressed? Who is in bondage? What
servitude 18 there about a condition
voluntarily chosen by the partivs con-
cerned, and preferred by them to uny
other condition? Itis uselessto say it
is not so because the condition of
plural marrisge 18 supposed to be un-
natural. The fucts exist. There is
not ove in & thousand in the Chureh
who arepracticing glural murrisge that
would cxchanpge thefr condition for
any other. As unevidence of this fact
the ntmost Jatitude is allowed and the
easlest possible opportunities offered
by the Federal authorities in Utah, ab-
golute powerbeiny in thelr hands, to
wome {n plural inarriage to step out
of it, their former husbands beine
nonsidered morqally bound to maintain
them ani their children after sepura-
tion until the women marry again, if
they marrr{ at all. All the powerof
the Federa! courts and all the influ-
ence of our enemits are also bronght
to bear to accemplish this end, und ex-
erted to the prevention of enteriog mto
that relation. A

To compare plural marriage with the
Hindoo practice of suttee, or burning
widows upon the fupern] piics of their
husbands, or to the castiog of infants
into the Gauves, or to the idolutrous
sacrifice of humun llte under the
wheels of the car of Juggernant, or to
thugeism, or to the smaller crimes of
“connterfeltlng" or “forgery," 1s the!

lust requires, if they can avoid it.
Plural marriage involves all. the oblis

sent as did Sarah, Rache]l and Leah o
old. No one is defreuded or wronged;
no one 18 iojured, as they believe,
but all feel equally - blessed In
the observance of s rizhteons and
God-mven  privilege  apd  blessing
to all concerned.  In the marriage
rites of the Church, the tirst wife en-
ters into the murriuge relation with
her husband, believing in and endors-
Inw all the conditions of this marriare
covenant, which embraces the [eature
of plural murriage. Besides and apart
from this order of marriage, which 18 a
sacrament of the Church, a relizious
ordinance, there exists throughoat
the community the right and privilege
of marrtuge as a civil’ contract, which
marridaze may be performed by 4 jus-
tice of the peace, judge, or any lewal

ofticer. Both for:ns of marriuze are
open to members of the Church, and
80 far as they are concerned at their
optlon. Still,wilile marriage as o legal

contract 18 accessible to all, marringe

by the rites of the Chnorch, is accessi-

bie only to members of the Church in

good stunding therein. Indeed, mar-

rniage by Church rites isa privilege

denied to uall except members, and

mauy of them are not allowed the

privilege becouse of donbtfu)l char-

acter or nnwortby stunding and mem-

bership. .

The toly Scriptures are the standard
of morality, purity and fellowsbip in
the Church. Qunly those who are con-
sidered fnofull fellowsbip, having unim-
peachable moral character, supposed
to be persons of pure, upright and
nonorable lives, [ree from moral lepro-
3y or taiot of sexual crimes and dan-
ing corruptions te be tronsiuitted to
posterity, are considered reallv worthy
to enter into the holy reationships and
assume the sacred respouslbilities of
maintaimog plural familles. There are
fur too many men in the world whoare
not wcrthf
high privilege of raislog familles. I
scarcely need mention the drupkard,
the libertine, the gambler and a host of
siwilar characters, or the incompetent,
the imbecile, the low and brulal na-
tures who are not capuble of rising
ahove the conception of physical force
or brutal pussions.

Our Gospel net baving gathered of
nearly all kinds, and it beiog unwise to
pluck up the tares from the midst of
tbe wheat, untii the day of harvest, I
am s0rry to sxy that tbere are some
who clai membership in the Church
who are not worthy of the blessings
tbereof. Bot these must repent, and
purify themselves or be purged out
when their time shall come.

Nor was this practice born of Irst as
many suppose. A moment’sreflection,
it would seem, ought to suflice to, cor-
rect this ecrror. Meu can geucrally
gratify this passion as they do their
appetite for tobacto or liquer, by pur-
chasing the object of their desire fora |
simple money coosideration. They
simply b
honest in their deal, pay for it, taking
care no! to purchase more than their

lng |

of one wife, much less the |

what they want, and if 2

they know that we have pot? What
will the negative delief of milllons of
men, who simply do not believe, bhut
have no knowledge on the subject,
ﬁ weizh in the scales agaivst the actual
inowledge of two or three witnesses?
Witoesses by the thousunds can be
prodnced who will testify 1hat God has
given u Revelation enjoiniuy plaral
marriage upon the faithful members of
the Church. And ] defy all the world
to impeach their testimony. These
witnegses may be called *‘fanatics,'?
Y'deluded,” **decelivers,'” *‘false proph -
ets,’ ete., for such cpithets are the
strongest arcuments of our foes, but
by the rule lald down by Christ bim
self they can demonstrate the truth
of thelir testimonies beyond the power
of maun to disprove it. This is
why the Devil is mad at us.
We not only helieve but we Anpw that
piaral moerciage first came to us
through Joseph Smith tbe martyred
Prophet. Brnigh:m Young received it
from him, although God may have pre-
pared his miud beforehand tu receive
it, and so he did to scores of others,
some of whom are still }ivlog and stis
bearing their testhnouny 10 the truth,
Upon this point the sons of the
Prophet may quibble, but they do so in
the face of the faél. They have no
room for argoment. The names of B.
R. Spow 8mith, Emily D.P. Swmnith,
Eliza M. P. Smith nud otherhonorable,
imielligent and refined ladies, whose
address is Sait Lake City, huve borne
their testimony to the world as the
wives of the martyr, and they are stiil
livine to be interrogated. Itis true the
Book ot Morinon forbede plural mar-
riage to the ancient Nephites, and en-
joined monogamy. There was o reason
given for-it. And it is the only in-
stance knewp in hely writ of the

NO FAIR TRIAL FOR A
CMORMON.”

Tuar o fair tria! to a “*Mormon® ac-

cused of infraction of the Edmunds
law i8 lmpossible in Utah, bas been
demonsirated many times. It received

another jllustration in the intemperate,
suecrinyg, woti-**Mormon®’
now, do not generally seek to preserve | mude by Judge Zape at the Muirayite
the honor and chastity and good names | meeting to berate) the Administration
last Monday evenlug.
do not attempt to provide them homes, | vindietive und persouval und so fudecor-
bestow upon them their names, make | ousinajudicialofficer,that evenavowed
opponeuts of the **Moirmon' systemn

harangue

It was so mean,

express their disgnst or their disap-
provial of the Chief Justice’s tiraae. if
the apologists tor Judge Zape cannot
see the impropriety of his attack chu
the faith, conduct a0d leaders of a
people on so many of whose cuses he
Jaily sits in judgment, sud the wroug

of pronouncing inen criminuls before

trial, whose cases are pendingin his

court, we pity their obtuseuess and

concede thut It 18 uscless to talk to
them about good tuste orcommon de-
cency.

Such exbibitions of spleenand per-
souni uanimosity as those given by
Judge Zane should be coouzh to act as
hiuts to the objects of Lis hatred—to
gvoid cowing to trial in his court, by
all possible weans. His indecent
gloating over the supposed condition
of President George Q. Cannon, who is
poder indictment in wis court, would
be of itself o suflicient justification
for the defendaxt's determiuation
to fjremain absent, Who  thut
is sensibie to **thc firat law of nature’
wouald wish to stand a trial beforea
Jundge that openly declares his preju-
dice und prejudgment?

A fair trinl ip the Utib courts is not
possible to z **Mormon,” because the
juries which are selected for the pur-
pose are chosen from fithe enemies of
the accused. Animpartial jury, under
present arrangements, is ap lmpossi-
bility, The Iissues that nave been
ralsed are of such o wvature and in-
tensity that most of the non-**Mor-
mons,’”’ from which class juries are
picked, are strong partisans. Theyure
48 eayzel to conyict a8 the preosecutiug
ofticers, and they display an animus
against  all “Mormon” defendauts
that is troly flendish. And then the
Judges are inspired with the sume

spirit, exposiuy their vindictiveness iu | i,
PATSE It {#irm his nowinations to Territorial -

charges to lurles, in savage aond po-
lemical attacks when passing sen-
tence, and in rude snd vulgar hare
angues 1n public assemblies. Under
such circumstances what chance Is
there for justice? Nay, put justice
gside, what hope can there be for an
impartial administration of the law?
The rezime of Jadge Zave is a repe-
tition of the perseculing sway of the
bigoted Mcliexn, ouly the latter waus
an iotolerant sectarian, while .the
former affects the tole of the
carping cynic aud the jeeving infidel.
The acts and speeches of the departed
jurist are now bat a bitter mewory
dimming the fume of one who wouid
but for that have found un
honored sepulchre. The doings
and sayiogs of the preseat beunch-
reacher and stomp-declaimer are
destined to the same fate. In but a
listle while they will siok intooblivion.
Aud the people whom he insults will,

Eind, but tbere 1is nothing in
the Book of Mormon enjninittg the
Almighty from commauding plural
marriage, as he hes done through the |
Prophet Joseph Swith in this ] the
dispensation.  On this subjectatter |
Book says: “Forif 1 will, sulth the
Lord of Hosts, raise up ssed unlo me, I
will command my people, etc.—B. of
M. p. 133, par. 34,

It is tirmly belleved by muany that
pioral marriuge iR the cause of our
persecutions, aud if abandoned by us,
we would have no cause to fear any
further persecutious. The present
crusade is not a struggle agulnst pinrel
warriage alone, norn the interests of
morality. Quite the reverse. It rep-
resents a despotism of the most grind-
ing character, for the dJdestruction of
.every vestize of local self-government.
And it works hy falsehood, fraud,
trickery, usurpatiou and tyranoy,while
its battle cry agaiust “poly;ram(f" is
created to decejve, and repeated and
echoed to mislead. ‘‘It is simply a
ruse dec guerre to bide the brutal yii-
laiuy and outrageous hypocrisy of the
whole infamous plot.”

The Edmunds law of '82, under the
rule of five commissioners, hus effec-
tually covered the question ot polvg-
uoy, 50 fur as human enactments can
do it. The death penalty might be
added to the law, althoush unneces-
eary, for under it now, by the ruling of
sourts, u 1w0an way be imprisoned 1,005
years and flued $109,60 and costs!
Never was there a greater burlesgue

United States. Non-**Mormons |
who are guiity of the zrossest and most
infamous violationsof law aud decen-
cy, iucluding U. 8. officers, are sum-
marily dischurged from the custody of
sibordinate courts oun habeas corpus,
while witnesses of their lecherous
crimes are tried for ‘‘conspiracy,’
tonvicted, and punished by cxcessive
puing and penalties, hecsnse they are
tMormons,"”

The new Edmnnds monsirosity, now
pending in the House of Representa-
Lives, I8 not aimed at “*plural mar-
ringe” but at rebbing us of enrLChurch
sroperty, and utterly | destroying our

Territorial government and the organ-
ization of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day saiuts,

Josgrn F. SMITIL.

in peace aud serenity, set look back on
his vituperative and oppressive career
as upon un nopleasant dream, when
he has fonnd his Jeve]l umong his own
kiod of rabid and malicuaut spirits.
While the men whom he reviles will be
honored by the good, and the princi-
ples he ignovantly assails and ridicules

| will spread throughout the world and

ﬁlve joy to millions of intelligent souls,

elighting in the truths and libertles

;\'hich he now thinks to trample under
oot.

The firm execution of wholesome
Iaw is un honor to the oflicer who thus
dischurres 5 sworn duty. All worthy
citizens shonld respect the man who
so comporis himself, eveu thouch his
just course may work hardhif to
themn. But when spleen, ribaldry,
anger, prejudginent, merciless ven-
reance uind gibing malice are openly
exhibited in the pretended admims-
tration of justice, disgust drives out
all r!sgect and resistance takes the
place of submission.

We rerard the law itself, which it!
secins it. is the special object of |

the Utah conrts to execute, as
un  unworthy endctment, forced
from the legislative power by secta-
rion and mob influence. Its admin-
istration we look upon asjnnspeskably
despicable, and an eternol discrace to
those who make it the vehicle for the
gratiflication of personal spite uand
credal animosity. We think those are
wise, who, picked out for vengeanse,
evade pursuit aad wait for a fair ad-

on justice, equity and cquul rights judication. And the inore we think of

than is being perpetrated in Utah to- | the caseof the geotleman who has
day by the carpet-bie minjons of the | 2voided trial at the loss of his bond-

mobey, the more it appears to be fully

justified by the circumstances,and by the

5

venomous juldge 23 we
and partial jury.

lain indications that he would bave
een at the mercy of a{f)rejudiced aud
a8 4 packed

THE REMOVAL.

'L'HFE plea of political expediency which

s pnt forth by the apologists of ex-

Governor Murray as the occasion of
uis removal, will have to be eatirely
uhandoned. The true inwardness of
the causes seems to be well under-
| stood by the press correspoudents at

the nation's capitzl. The Presideat
has bezn watchivg the course Qf thed
abstructionist and has ooted his acts!
of nulitficatios. Aud, beariog iu mindi
now Murray had decelved him, und be-
trayed il into a hasty order for the'
forwarding of troops to Uwnh on they
basis of a talshood, he perceived the
unreliabliity of the man and his}
total unfitness for a respousi-,
ble positien. The reasous ford
the reinoval were not the offspring ofl
party wotives, but were prompted by
the necessity of the case, and 4 deter-
minstion todo justice to the peoplei
whose interests were placed 1o jeopar- !
dy by the folly and wickeduess of a .
deapotic official, Tne New York -
Herald’'s Washington correspondent
has the 1nutter very cleariy set forth ing
his disputch to the chici Democraticy
datly, us follows, from which it wil] be?
seeu that Baskiu’s mission, so far as»
it relates tothe reteution of Murray,
Is not likely to accomplish anything ¢
“fu the direction sooght:*

“The resignation of Eli . Murray,:
Governor of Utah, was dewmanded by
the President, because of the former’s’
course ju vetoing the nppropriation biil;
passed by the Legislative Assembly ofy
Utah. The President has hoeen fully ad- i
vised in regard to Murray’s conduct,
and he was perfectly savisfled thagin s
his veto of appropriations he wuas not,
actuated by werthy motives. Since'-
Murray sent sensational telegrains to.
Waushington in the early part of Ie-
cember, representing the imminence ofy
un uprising by the Mornons,tie Pmsl-"d
dent has been conovinced that he was
unworthy Of confidvnce. He felt very =
muoch chagrined when he discoveredh
toe troth in revard to the sitnation in§
Salt Luke City,and that ke had ordere
thither additiwoual troops. Snbsequeantly ,
It was charged 1o the President tuat the,
stories abont a tbreatened Mormon re- ¢
volt were cobcoclgd in accordance
with au zgreement cntered into at a'
meetingof Murray and pis friends.at;
the Walker House in Sult Lake City,”
gnd that the object was to create ul
public aporehension, which would fur¢
ther hls personal ioterests. The veto:
of the appropriations mude by the':
Utah Legislature the Presidect con-
sidered an indefensible ind wauton.
exercise of authority.

He made a careful examination of the’
subject, and tonnd thut Governor Mur-
ray could find no objections to the
approprictions themselves,but because”
the Legislative Council would not con-,

ofices be spitefully refused his assent;

to the bill. The approval ot the
Governor is . necessary to the c¢u- |
actment of laws lu the Terrl-a
tory. It is Dbelieved also that!
the Governor was under the jm--

pressjon that fn the present situation v
the President wonld not care to re- -
move him; that he would hesitate to
touch an oflicial who had posed as the:
champion of -auti-Morwounism. Mur-°
ray was greatly snrprised when he re- -
ce{ved the telegram of Secretury La- §
demandiug bis  resignatioun.
instead of sendlnﬁ!t forthwith he re-:
led that it would be forwarded by a
Mr. Baskin, who is coming &5 the
represcotative of the Utah Gentiles to
urge Congress to enact measures to,
disfranchise ali Morinons in the Terri-
tory and to turn over the government
thereof 1o the one-twentieth who are:
antl-Mormons. Itissopposed thut a
desperate effort will be made to induce:
the President to let®*Murray remain:
Governoor a little while longer. Itwill-
be withont avall. The President ia
determined on Murray’s removal."

mar

THE LATEST SOHEME OF
POLITICAL INFAMY.

Ix apotber part of this paper will be
found the text of the new anti-*‘Mor-
mon” bill, which it is claimed Commis- -
sjoner Mcliay had a hund in prepur-
ing, which is now in the hands of the .
House Committee on the Judiciary, -
and is expected to take the place of
the Woodburn bill, and to be grafteqd .
on to the Edmunds bill, which is to be
mntilated and amended. It appears
that there are many objectious to the
Woodbarn measure, as thuat, in terms,
législates against belief. There are
still some clid-fashioned people in the
Congressof the United States who have
respect to the spielt and letter of ﬁef
Coustltution, and object to making z°
citizen’s belfef, however unorihodox,
the ground for his dis{ranchisement.
For that reason the Woodburn
of barefaced villainy does not fin
tensive favor.

The {atal error in the Woodburn bill
will doubtless prove the death of the
Idube law, by which the *‘Aformon’
citizens of our neighboring Territory
have been temporarily deprived of -
every political right, for thev are both
iramed upon the same principie. They
viryually make beliel @ ¢rime, aud are
Altagonistic Lo constitutional law as |
interpreted by the Bupreme Court of
the United Stutes.
1t will be observed on & close pe-

jece !

ex-

they are **Mormons,
80 in those terms.
mon,”
*‘Church’ are intentionally omitted,

rosal of the new bill, inteaded to be
worked into the EKdmunds monstros-

THE TRUE INWARDNESS QF | ity, that the word *belief” is caretully
| excluded. . The langzuage empiloved is

cunningly fratued to convey! the sume
purpose as that of the Woodhumn
scheme, without its verbal defect. 1t
is a change of words but not of mean—
ing. The intent is to disfranchise
nearly all of the peoQIe of Utuh because

* without saving
The words **Mor-
‘‘Latter-day Salnt,’* and.



