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NORMONMORMON QUESTION

march lo10 im
WRWK cancab afford to exercise true chris-
tian charity towards the world for

in god we trust audand this is not to
us simply a meaningless motto we
know from bitter experience that we
cannot rely upon man nor depend up-
on the toleration and charitable spirit
of modern christendom these we
have weighed in the balance and
found wanting but calm as a sum-
mers morning and without faltering
having counted the cost and having
placed all upon the altar of sacrifice
we can afford to await the issue trust-
ing in god though he should slay
us

the great trouble in relation to the
mormon question seems to be that

we are ao strongly entrenched behind
the bulwarksbulwa of scriptural and
true christian religion that the
ordinary weapons of reason
purpersuasionsuasion and the bible are
powerlesserless in the hands of our enemies
to dislodge us so they are compelled
to resort to persecution
and unconstitutional methods audaad
means to combat the truth while we
may sincerely regret this fact our ene-
mies surely have nothing to bee proud
of nor we auitanythingng to fear

one thing ththatt we have known all the
while but which has generally been
discredited is now becoming patent to
all the world that is it is not imor
monwo I1 plural marriage that is the bone of
contention the crusade against us is
no genuine struggle torfor morality nor
for freedom andand liberty as was the
struggle against slavery plural mar-
riage as practiced by the latter day
tintssaints is not0o slavery nor has it theire
cotest resemblance in principle or
fact to slavery nor to theahe crimes of
murder forgery suttee or any kin-
dred evil quite the reverse mor-
mon marriage is not compulsory it is
optional it cannot be otherwise
centi as a matter of faith and
conscience on the parpartt of believers
so80 far is it from bebeinging tinged withwilhaa
single element of coercion or slavery
that we view it as absolutely antipodal
to it

in the first place no man or woman
is under arv constraint to become a1mormon I nor to remain one after
becoming so except the constraint of
belief or conscience which is beyond
the domain of law or physical force
nor is anyone compelled to enter into
the practice of plural marriage after
Zjoiningding the church whoever does so
doese it upon conviction of its rightful
nesaneslandand upon his own untrammeled
volition not only would it be impos-
sible to compel obedience to this prin-
ciple of our religion as any one can see
with half an eye but it is contrary to
the genius of the gospel to enforce
obedience to any principle thereof it
is lawful and proper to persuade men
to40 see the truth and to embrace it
this was the mission of christ and his

but after all so00 far as obe-
dience thereto is concerned on thepart of mankind it is all free will and
all free grace

in view of this fact then what re-
semblance does plural marriage bear
to slavery to which it is claimed it
bears the relation of twin relic
whose rights does it interfere with
whose liberties are abridged who is
oppressed who is in bondage what
servitude is there about a condition
volvoluntarilytinta rily chosen by the parties con-
cerned and preferred by them to any
other condition itisit is useless to say it
is not so because the condition of
plural marriage is supposed to be un-
natural the facts exist there is
not one in a thouthousandsaiad in the church
who are practicing plurallural marrmarriageiagle thattheirwould exchange their condition foror
any other As an evidence of thisthis fact
the utmost latitude is allowed and the
easiest possible opportunities offered
by the federal authorities in utah ab-
solute power being in their banhandsds to
women in plural marriage to 8step out
of it their former husbandstegeingbeing

morally bound to malmaintainn tain
them ani their children after separa-
tion

sepa a
alon until the women marry again if
they barrry at all all the power of
the federal courts and all the influ-
ence of ouroar enemies are also brobroughtlight
to bear to accomplish this end and ex-
erted to the prevention of entering into
that relation

to compare plural marriage with the
hindmo practice of suttee bror burning
widows upon the funeral piles of their
husbands or to the casting of infants
into the ganges or to the idolatrous
sacrifice of human lite under the
wheels otof the car of juggernaut or toor to the smaller crimes of

or argeryforgeryorgery Is14 the

most absurd and contemptible non-
sense anti mormon I1 bigots and fa-
natics may use such comparisons but
certainly noaor rational person on reflec-
tion for one moment would admit any
such comparison to be consistent

on the one hand all these things are
destructive of life contrary to naturalrights to the enjoyment of lifeliberty and the pursuit of happiness
and therefore injurious to the welfare
of society and of humanity

mormon plural marriage gives ffileile
is the source of happiness to thou-sands and is injuriousu rious to none itaffords liberty to manyman a woman to gettwthe husband of her choice who
would otherwise be compelled tomarry a man not of her
choice or remain in celibacy or
do worse perhaps sink into degrada-
tion and ruinrain the victim of somemans brutal lust mormon mar-riage provides hames torfor women and
children and makes men responsible
for their conduct towards the female
sex and towards their children thetaking of human life is a crime verper se
plural marriage may be pronounced a
crime by legislative enactment but all
the congresses in the world cannot
legislate into it nor into the practice
of it under divine command a single
element of crime

mormon plural marrage is notbigamy nor polygamypolygain as defined by
WWebsterebster orasor as generallygenerally uunderstood0derstood in
the world and defined by law bigamy
consists of marriage bya man or wom-
an who is already married and

to either a man or woman
other than the legal husband or wifebifand that without the knowledge or
consent of the non contracting hus-
band or wife or the perpersonaon entering
into the triple relation thusthus the mar-
ried man or woman entering into big-
amy does so clandestinely so far as
the other partner is concerned and at
the same time deceives the third party
here Is fraud falsehood and deceit
these are eleelementsmeats of crime which we
abhor and detest and think should be
prevented or punished we do not be
lieve in polyandry and so tarfar as any of
these elements enter into polypolygamyamygany or
bigamy we do not believe in eftethernor
do we practice them we believe inand practice or bible plural
marriage as practiced by Abrahabrahamamtjacob moses david elkanahElka nab Ggideon1eon
and the ancient patriarchs worthies
and people of god under the sanction
approval and blessingblessin of the almighty

in mormonnl plural marriage nnooneone
is deceived all the parties concerned
are acquainted with thefacts and con-
sent thereto the rule has been forthe first wife to be present and witnessthe ceremony of the second marriage
of her husband she giving her con-
sent as liddid sarah rachel and leah olof
old no one is defrauded or wronged
no one is injured as they believe
but all feel equally blessed I1inD
the observance orof a ririghteousgoteous aanddgod given privilege and blessing
to all concerned in the marriage
rites of the church the first wife en-
ters intosinto the marriage relation with
her husband believing in and endors-inging all11 the conditions of this marriage
covenant which embraces the feature
of plural marriage besides and apart
from this order of marriage which is a
sacrament of the church a religious
ordinance there exists throughouttbrough out
the community the right and privilege
of marriage as a civil contract which
marriage may be performed by a jus-
tice of the peace judgej adge or any legal
officer both forms off marriage are
open to members of the church andso far as they are concerned at theiroption Still while marriage as a legal
contract is accessible to all marriage
by the rites of the church isI1 accessi-ble only tor members of the church in
good standing therein indeed mar-
riage by church rites is a privilege
denied to all except members 0andid
many of them are not allowed the
privilege because of doubtful char-
acter or unworthy standing and mem-
bershipbership

are the standard
of morality purity ansiand fellowship in
the church only those who are con-
sidered in full fellowship having unim-
peachablepea chable moral character supposed
to be persons of pure upright and
honorable lives free from moral lepro-
sy or taint of sexual crimes and damp-
ing

damn-
ing corruptionscorrupt ions to be transmitted to
posterity are considered really worthyto enter into the holy and
assume the sacred responsibilities of
maintaining plural families there are
far too many men in the world who are
not worthy of one wife much less tilethehigh privilege of raising families I1scarcely need mention the drunkard
the libertine the gambler and a host ofsimilarcharacters or the incompetent
the imbecile the low and brutal na-
tures who are not capablee of risingrising
above the conception of physical 10forceree
or brutal passionsour gospel net having gathered of
nearly all kinds and it being unwise topluckluck iup the tares from the midst of
ththe wheat until the day of harvest I1apaln sorry to say that there are somesoinewho claim membership in the churchh
who are not worthy of the blessings
thereof but these must repent and
purify themselves or be purged out
when their time shall come

nor was this practice born of lust asmany suppose A moments reflection
it would seem ought to sufficeiceloto cor-
rect this error men can generally
gratify this passion as they do theirappetite for tobacco or liquor by pur-
chasing the objectof their desire for a
simple money consideration chev
simply buy what they want andadd iiffhonest in their deal pay for it taking
care not to purchase more than theirlust requires if they can avoid itplural marriage involves anall tilethe obil

gatrationsions duties labors and responsi-
bilitiesbili ties and expenses ot
large families it is absurd to sup-
pose that men would assume allal I1 these
consequences simply to gratify I1

when that base passion may be in-
dulged to riotous excess ffoior the mere
outlay of a few paltry dollars and
cents

men who are seeking for the aratiit
cation of lustlast the wojway the world goes
nowdow do not generally seek to preserve
the honor and chastity and good names
of their victims nor to acknowledge
and torfor their offspring Ttheyhey
do not attempt to provide themthein homes
bestow upon them their names make
them to feel that they are honored as
wives and children having claim upon
their husbands and fathers for support
education and paternal affections
these are not the practices of lust on
the contrary they are toutoo expeLexpensivesIve
too burdensome too difficult and tuotoo
irksome for the thing gained atwoulditwould
be paying too dear for the whistle
at this figure all other things beabeing
agreeable but when to this is faddefadden
the popular fury prejudice and hatred
to be met with in opposition to this
practice throughout the civilized
world while as before said to gratify
lust requires no sacrifice no responsi-
bility no effort and comparatively no
expense the absurdity it not the
idiocy of such a proposition stands
out in bold relief whatever else may
be said in relation to the origin of this
principle it is very clear that lust is
neither its father nor mother

many do not believe that we have
ever received any revelation from god
enjoining plural marriage but do
they know that we have not what
will the negativeactive belief of millions of
men who simply do not believe but
have no knowledge on the subject
weigh in the scales against the actual
knowledge of two or three witnesses
witnesses by the thousands can be
produced who will testify that god has
given a revelation enjoining pluralclaral
marriage upon the faithful members of
the church and I1 defy all the world
to impeach their testimony these
witnesses may be called fanatics

deluded Idecdeceiverselvers 11 false proph-
ets 11 etc for such epithets are the
strongest arguments of our foes hutbut
by ththe rule laid down by christ himhim
self they can demonstrate the truth
of their testimonies beyond the power
of man to disprove it this is
why the devil is mad at us
wetwe not only believe but we know that
plural marriage first came to us
through josephI1 smsmithith the martyredmartyred
prophet brigham young received it
from him although god may have pre-
pared hisbis mind beforehand to receive
it and so liehe did to scores of others
some of whom are still living and
bearing their testimony to the truth

upon this point the sons of the
prophet may gibblequibble but they do so in
the laceface of tthee badt they have no
rooroomin for argument therhe names of E
R snow smith emily D P smith
eliza M P smith and other honorable
intelligent and refined ladies whose
address is salt lake city have borne
their testimony to the world as the
wives of the martyr and they are still
living to be interrogated it is true the
book otof mormon forbade plural mar-
riage to the ancient Nephites and en-
joinedI1 monogamy there was a reasreasonon
given torfor it and it is the only in-
stance known in holy writ of the
kind but there is nothing in
the book of mormon enjoining the
almighty from commanding plural
marriage as hebe has done through the
prophet joseph smith in this I1 the
ddispensationis on this subjectatter
bookboopk says for if I1 will saith the
lord ofef hosts raise up seedsed unto me I1
will commandaycommand my people etc B of
M p par 30

it is firmly believed by many that
plural marriage is the cause of our
persecutions and if abandoned by us
we would have no cause to fear any
furtherfarther persecutions the11 present
crusade is not a struggle 1against1stast plural

nor in of
morality quite the reverse it rep-
resents a despotism of the most grind
insing character for the destruction of
every vestige of local self government
and it works by falsehood fraud
trickery usurpation and tyranny while
its battle cry against polypolygamyarbyl I1 is
created to deceive and repeated and
echoed to mislead it is simply a
ruse dedc guerre to hidebide the brutal vil-
lainy and outrageous hypocrisy of the
whole infamous plot

the edmunds lawlaw of 82 under the
rule of five commissioners has effec-
tually covered the question of polyg-
amy so far as human enactments can
do it the death penalty might be
added to the law although annexes
cary for under it now by the ruline of
courts a maninan may be imprisoned 11095
years and tinedfined and costs
never was there a greater burlesqueburies e
on justicefustice equity and equal rigrightsats
thanthail is being perpetrated inin utah to-
day by the carpetbagcarpet bag minions of the
united states non cormonsmormonsMormons
who are guilty of the grossest and most
infamous violations of law and decen-
cy including U S officers are sum-
marily discharged from the custody of
subordinate courts on habeas corpus
while witnesses of their lecherous
crimes are tried for conspiracy
coconvicted and punished by excessive
pains and penalties because they are

cormonsmormonsMorMorn monsions 11

the new edmunds monstrosity now
pending in the house of representa-
tives iiss not aimed at plural mar-
riageraagge11 but at robbing us of our Church
property and utterlyeily destroydestroyinging our
territorial government and the organ-
ization of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints

JOSEPH F SMITH

NO FAIR TRIAL FORFOB A
MORMON

THAT a fair trial to a mormon ac-
cused otof infraction of the edmunds
law is impossible in utah has been
demonstrated many times it hecei ved
ananotheroiher illustration in the intemperate
sneering anti mormonmorino n I1 haraharanguengue
made by judge zane at the autrayMuirayiteite
meeting to berate the administration
last monday evening it was so mean
vindictive and personal and so indecor-
ous in a judicialj officer that even avowed
opponents of the mormon system
express their disgust or their disap-
proval otof the chief justices tirade if
the apologists for judge zane cannot
see the impropriety dahisof his attack upon
tilethe faith conduct and leaders otof a
people on so many of whose cases he
daily sits in judgment and the wrong
of pronouncing men criminals before
trial whose cases are pending in his
court we pity their obtuseness and
concede that it is useless to talk to
them about good taste commonor de-
cency

suchsach exhibitions of spleen and per-
sonal animosity as those given by
judge zane should be enoenoughh to act as
hints to the objects of his lihatredatred to
avoid coming to trial in his court by
all possible meangmeans his indecent
gloating over the susupposedposed condition
of president george 4Q cannon who is
under indictment in nis court would
be of itself a sufficient justification
for the defendadefendants determination
0too remain absent who that
is sensible to the first law of nature
would wish to stand a trial before a
judge that openly declares his preju-
dice and prejudgment
IVABA fair trial in theahe utah courts is not
possible to a mormon because the
juriesi uries which are selected for the pur-
pose are chosen from ithethe enemies of
the accused an impartial jury under
present arrangements is an impimpossi-
bility the issues that have been
raised are of such a nature and in-
tensity that most of the non mor
mons from which class juries are
picked are strong partisans they are
as eager to convict as the prosecuting
officers 9 and they display an animus
against all mormon defendants
thatisthat is truly fiendish and then the
judges are inspired with the same
spirit exposing their vindictiveness in
charges to juries in savage and po-
lemical atticksattacks when passing sen-
tence and in rude and vulgar har-
angues in public assassemblieseibl i es under
such circumstances what chance is
there for justice nay put justice
aside what hope can there be for an
impartial administration of the law

the regime of judge zane is a repe-
tition of the persecuting sway of the
bigbigoted0 ted mckean only the latter was
an intolerant sectarian while the
former affects the role of the
carping cynic and the jeering infidel
the acts andana speeches of the departed
juristr Istaarerenownow but a bitter memory
dimming the fame of one who would
hutbut for that have found an
honorednored sepulchre the doingsdoing
and sayings of the present bench
preacher and stump declaimer are
destined to the same fate in but a
little while they will sink into oblivion
and the people whom he insults will
in peace and serenity yet look back on
his vituperative and oppressive career
as upon an unpleasant dream when
he has found his level among his own
kind of rabid and malignant spirits
while the men whom he reviles will be
honored by the good and the princi-
ples he ignorantly assails and ridicules
will spread throughout the world and
giveive joy to millions of intelligent souls
alightingeligh ting in the truths and liberties

which he now thinks to trample under
foot

the firm execution of wholesome
law is an honor to the officer who thus
discharges a sworn duty all worthy
citizens should respect thath man who
so comportscomfortscom ports himself even though his
just course may work hardship to
them but when spleen ribaldry
anger prejudgment merciless ven-
geance and gibing malice are openly
exhibited in the pretended adminis-
tration of justice disgust drives out
all respect and resistance takes the
place of submissionwe regard the law itself which it
seems it is the special object of
the utah courts to execute as
an unworthywerthyun enactment forced
from the legislative power by secta-
rian and mob influence its admin-
istration we look upon unspeakablyas
despicable and an eternal disgrace to
those who make it the vehicle for the
gratification of personal spite and
bredal animosity we think those are
wise who picked out for vengeanceanaeause
evade pursuit addaad wait for a fair ad-
judication and the more we think of
the case of the gentleman who has
avoided trial at the loss of his bond
money the more it appears to be fully
j justified by thecircumstancesand bytheby the
elplainaiuI1 I1inindications that he would have
beeneen at the mercy of a prejudiced and
venomous judge as well as a packed
and partial jury

THE TRUE inwardness OF
THE REMOVAL

THE plea of political expediency which
s put forth by the apologists of ex
governor murray as the occasion of
his removal will have to be entirely
abandoned the true inwardness of
the causes ledinsseems to be well under-
stood by the press correspondents at

the nations capital the president
has he- abemm watching the course of the
obstructionist and has noted his acts
of nullification and bearing in maud

now murray had deceived him and be- i
brayed lihnhim latointo a hasty order for the
forwarding of troops to utah on the
basis of a tal he perceived the
unreliability of the man and his
total unfitness for a responsi-
ble position the reasons for
the removal were not the offspring of
party motives but were prompted by
the necessity of the case and a deter-
minationmination to do justice to the people
whose interests were placed in jeopar-
dy by the folly and wickedness of a
despotic official tae new york
heralds washington correspondent
kashas the matter very clearly setbet forth in
his dispatch to the chief democratic
daily as follows from which it will be
seen that baskinsBas kius mission so far as
it relates to the retention of murray
is not likely to accomplish anything

in the direction sought
the resignation of eli H murray

governor of utah was demanded by
the president because of the formers
course in vetoing the appropriation bill
passed by the legislative assembly of
utah the president has been fully ad-
vised in regard to murraysMur rays conduct
and he was I1perfectly satisfied that in
his veto of appropriations he was not
actuated by worthy motives since
murray sent sensational telegrams to
washington in the early part of de-
cember representing the imminence of
an uprising by the presi-
dent hashag been convinced that he was
unworthyhy of confidence he felt very
much chagrined when he discovered
the truth in regard to the situation in
salt lake Cit yand that tehe had ordered
thither additional troops subsequently
it was charged to the presidentPreidellt that the
stories about a threatened mormon re-
volt were concocted in accordance
with an agreement entered into at a
meetingot murrayMurrayandand his friends at
the walker house in sasaltit lake ty
and that the object was to create a
public apprehension which would fur-
ther his personal interests the veto
of the appropriations made by the
utah legislature the president con-
sidered an indefensible lindand wanton
exercise of authority

he made a careful examination of the
subject and touboundnd that governor mur-
ray could find no objections to the
appropriations themselvesbut because
the legislative council would not con-
firm his nominations to territorial
offices he spitefully refused his assent
to the bill the approval of thegovernor is necenecessary to tilethe en-
actment of laws in the territ-
ory it is believed also that
the governor was under the im-
pression that in the present situation
the president would not dare to re-
move him that he would hesitate to
touch an official who hadbad posed as the
champion of antiant mormonism mur-
ray was greatly surprised when he re-
ceived the telegram of secretary la-
mar demanding his resignation
instead of sending it forthwith he re-
pliedlied that it would be forwarded by a
mr baskin who is coming as the
representative of the utah gentiles to
urge congress to enact measures to
disfranchise all mormonscormons in the terri-
tory and to turn over the government
thereof to the oneode twentieth who are
anti mormonscormons it is supposed that a
desperate effort will be made to induce
the president to letlefMurray remain
governor a little while longerlonerlon er it will
be without avail the presidentident is
determined on murraysMurrayMurrayslp removal

ahkTHE LATEST SCHEME orOP
POLITICAL INFAMY

iwIN another part of this paper will be
found the text of the new anti mor-
mon bill which it is claimed commis-
sioner mckay had a hand in prepar-
ing which is now in the hands of thealsehouse0 committee on the judiciary
and is expected to take the place of
the woodburn bill and to be grafted
on to the edmunds bill which is to be
mutilated and amended it appears
that there are many objections to the
woodburn measure as that in terms
legislates against belief there are
still some old fashioned people in thecongress of the united states who hhavee
respect to the spirit and letter of anee
constitution and object to making a
citizens belief however unorthodox
the ground for ais disfranchisement
for that reason the woodburn piece
of barefaced villainy does not find ex-
tensive favor

the fatal error in the woodburn bill
will doubtless prove the death of the
idaho law by which the mormon
citizens of our neighboring territory
have been temporarily deprived ofevery political right for they are both
tramframeded upon the same principle they
virtually make belief a crime and are
antagonistic to constitutional law as
interpreted by the supreme court otthe united states

it will be observed on a close pe-
rusal of the new bill intended to be

the edmunds monstros-
ity that the word belief is carefully
excluded the language employed is
cunningly framed to convey the same
purpose as that of the woodburnwoodburn
scheme without its verbal defect it
is a change of words butbat not of mean-
ing the intent is to disfranchise
nearly all of the people of utah because
they are mormonscormonsMor mons without saying
so in those terms the words mor-
mon 1 latter day saint and

church are intentionally omitted


