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WATER IN THE DESERT

EVER since the discovery of gold in
1848 california hashag proved itself a
land of wonderswanders its big trees big
ranches and big millionaires have
been themes for the marvellousmarcellousmarv ellous all
over the world now it corneacomer to the
front with a mild sensation in the
form of a new lake or inland sea

san diego is one of the most southern
counties in that state that county is
remarkable for a vast expanse of arid
plain known as the colorado desert
this desert has an area of about
square miles on the map part of it
inia designated dry lake one of its
curious topographical features is that
the lowest part of it is feet below
sea level yuma at the southeast
corner of this desert is feet above
sea level the colorado river flows by
yuma and is consequently at this
point feet higher than the lowest
part of the desert

the lake of which so much is being
said at present tois that in process of
formation on the central portion of this
desolate tract the question arises
where does the water come from by
some it is contended that it comes from
the colorado river while others main-
tain that it is being fed from the sea
in the absence of demonstrative proof
both theories are feasible the fact
that the water in the new lake is salt
does not antagonize the river theory
because the soil through which the
water would flow id essentially ealine
and would impart its properties to the
fresh water

A t present the lake is said to be
square miles in extent its greatest
width being only five miles and depth
only a few feet but if the whole val-

ley should be filled up there would be
a lake milesemilei long fifty miles
wide and feet at its lowest depth
the temperature in the val-

ley at present is reported to
be degrees such heat in
that region where there is water
would cause an evaporation equal to
nearly nine inches of rain in a month
80 that if the lake is fed from the riv-

er it willstonwill soon bedi solved into thin air
the indians state however that a
similar lake was formed fifty years ago
by an overflow of ahethe colorado

one of the dispatches stated that a
saltwatersalt water fish had been found in the
lake if this is correct the ocean
theory would then be the most conclu-
sive it is admitted by geologists
the valley was at one time connected
withveith the sea by a channel long since
clofed up but it must be remembered
that there waywao ita precept ible touch
earthquake in that region a short
ago and it was possible

eiteitherherthethe old channel was opened
up or a new one was made

in 1849 the question of turning the
colorado river into this valley was
agitated to such a degree that a con-
gressional committee reported favor
ably on it in 18731878 this matter was
again revived but dropped soon after
it was supposed the evaporation would
be so great that little could be effected
in the way of agriculture

one writer a chicago manMAD says
that in vol v of pacific railroad ex-
plorationsplorations page there will be
found an account of an overflow from
the colorado river which occurred in
1849 on page of the same book is
a geological map showing the extent of
country that was formerly a part of the
gulf and is now much lower than the
pacific

in our time a matter of this kind
cannot remain very long a mystery
it will soon be demonstrated beyond
doubt where this water corneacomes from
and whether from the sea or the river
the question of submerging or irrigat-
ing the colorado desert will be re-

vived science and nature most
probably will hebe made to work hand
in hand and in the near future cli-

matic and topographical changes may
be witnessed in the arid regions of

arizona california and new mexico
that will surprise the oldest inhabitant

PEERAGE FOR CANADA

thinTHE government of england has got
an idea the rebellious blood of
canada that hasbaa been making itself so

troublesome of lateate lord salisbury
thinks of soothing into instant and
eternal passivity by making mrs mae-

donald a british peeress there is no
doubt that mry sir jqhnjohn and all her
near relatives will be her Maje
most humblebumble and dutiful servants from
this time forth and that the canadian
disciples of royalty generally will more
than ever lavish their sentimental de-

votions upon the person of the
queen

but what has all that to do with the
crowd that is making the trouble
if they were out of humor with aristoc-
racy before they will be most likely to
abhor it now that itin has set up a branch
agency in kneir midst if lord sallesails
bury wanted to reconcile republicans
in canada he would much better have
granted them representation in the
commonsCommone which they have been
wanting these many years and for
which this embellishment to
the name of their opponent seems a
rather silly if not rash substitute

the english fleetbeet bombarded alex-
andris

alex-
andria july 11 1882

AN IMPENDING DUTY

IT ie18 to be hoped that the dissolutedissolut
of the peoplespeopled party will not have t
effectaffect of making many of its fortorn
members indifferent as to results
electionejection timeslimes quite a number
them are still unconnected with eieitt
of the national party organizations a
it may be that this will cause them
hold aloof from the polls

thisthin would be a grave mistake tl
next election will take place ne
monday and will be for school trust
the general desire is that
ty politics shall cut no fig U

in school affairs that is elined
proper but the liberal faction
tend to antagonize this they mme
to work for liberal nominees Ttl
people ought by this time to knot
what that means it signifies atan
fort to obtain by hook or croocrook
principally crook every office tht
catcan be grabbed for a LiliberalberaM

we ask the decent voters oiof S0S
lake city of all shades of politicgollu
faith to render abortive this intend
attempt to place avowed liberals 1

the office of school brustetrue
vote for men who rerep
sent the idea of freedom in school m

from party issues and all go to 1

polls let there be no absentsableser
every man should feel that it tois
duty to record his vote against icallib
alisa 111 and in favor of
nomineenomineee

if the respectable citizens will unituni
on that occasion the liberal asu

tion will receive a blow which wiw
affect its digestion badly and sicken
for the next encounter let the v
next monday be a big one and an
mista keable sign of the times

A STUPID STORY

amonoAMONG other misrepresentationsmisrepresentsciol I1la
bulged in by the liberal fifaction JJ

the story now in circulation that
peoplepeopless party is not dissolved in fao
but only in appearance and the fal
hood is told that all through the tes

the teachers are telling the
piedle that in the immediate future itits
to be called together again and isin
absolutely rule the territory under aft
priesthood

of course there is no truth wwh
ever in the story the action tacakl
by the territorial central cammi
has been recognized by the varlvarion
county and precinct organizations aaej

i a formal dissolution of the party bl
i followed

the teachers have nothing to
with the matter in any way th
are not telling the people anything H

relation to the party which hawhas be
disbanded that its former mem


