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I1 d sire to t affer a few reflections that are
n w suggestedsugg stel to me by the abundant blessings
which surround us

I1 need not saybay that I1 have benbeen del gated
withwihwib the remorirks of our brethren that have
spoken to day but I1 will saybay that while we

baijenjoyey the of blessings whichthich now
hurEurmundusus vev e hould remember the poor
saints t at are scattered abbadabr ad in distant
lands

it isig only a few days gs nce I1 rece ved a
lettenleater fromflom bishop jacob G bigler who isis

a mission in ireland ilehe writeswiltes that
the retbrethrenrelhren aridand sisters attate very kindlind to him
ainaln fei t hih in a great deal better than they arearcre
abaft feed themselves ilehe says they give

t t I1 weekgeekwee k while they cannot
ggaewae allail and liehe fe Is thankful for the
k n manifested by the people to him

extreme povertypoverti and wishes meyue

with thehe brethren here that they
eyadd livered fromfroin tlethe poverty and b 11

withwilh aichA they are environed
kotvotrooonglongiong since a lettiett r A as received in

provoprove from eiderdider wm cluff whobo is now
I1 lug in denmark be incidentally remarkahlabrat a bister sheared thirty sevensaven head of
sleepsleep to get money to pay the postage of that
lleriierbli er

rewA fewfew daysdayt binegine I1 received a letter from
C my brother john L mhopho is laboring in swit

zeeerlandrland it is r ther a hard country to labor
1ip in consequence orof the oppressive laws and

baretyTa of institutions of the twenty two can
16onsodaoca compi sing that confederation ilehe bayssays

rittmithere are a grelgreigreatat many of the brethrenen
Fflaatal at country who labor for ten cents grper

it anand thelitheir boardhoard and there is no earthlyear y
riparikahect of their c edition being improved

kv ry year the oppressive bonds that grow
upacpa helnheinem become tighterI1 and tighter I1
Ernellrnettjellye refer to these incidents ththatat we may

the situation of the saintssainta in the old

woalI1 ivieb ouronn own inin the fertile vvilesdes olof

I1 we exert ourselves to relieve
thosethose britM renten that are scatteredsc filtered abroad
we belibellbelievebelleveve eretreereioI1 c gpguthatthat the vengeance of
almightyali t vwill be poured out upon the inhabi-
tants of the boiboa earth peace havinhaving bebeer
taken from the earth men thirst for each
others destrie ion and in their conflicts andancl
destructive wars our brethren and a who
disere to emigrateemieremigrytegriteite to these peaceful vales may
be overwhelmed an I1i have to suffer with the
multitude of the wicked unless we stretch
forth our handband and use our means for their
dtdeliveranceliveranceI1

hyebyeIV re ex lootedd thistois morning by ouryaogootto Bend back teams aridand wagons and to
go90 OWaivesdivess to aid in brengkn the poor and

werthy saints home aleweare we on hand are
we ful y awake to this important matter I1
recollect last seasonbeason passing through the set-
tlementstle ments south alenwt en I1 was told repeatedlyrepeat ecileill
that the number of teams called for wouldwoul
paralyze the form ngrig interests in the same
region only a few months after while passing
through they said we havehava more grain than
we can actually harvest and secure we never
hadhati such a crop before there are thousands
of our brethren abroad who are reduced to the
greagreatesttestlest extremities and as a wise andan 1 pro

id t rpeoplee ae it is our duty to provide for our-
selves anandOT as far as possible to prprovideovide an
asylum for the oppressed of all nations

I1 great britain so famous for political econ-
omists and staatastatetemenmen has planned soBO un-
wisely that abr ugh a family quarrel between
the northern andana southernSoutheriu states of ameramericaaeaaca
five millions of lerierber subjects are in danger of
starvation some of them are members of
thisthibthi church we must plan differently and
combine the talent enterpriseenterprize and ingenuity
in our midst to develop the resources of ourcur
country EO thittha outside complications cannot
reduce us tto starvation or deprive us of the
comforts of life the wisdom of ahehe wise
shall perish in the last days true wisdom
in ththe rulers rfcf a nation mouldwould dictate a pysqs
temtern of political economy that would provide
the means of living and sustaining the nation
within itself as one comcommanarn family when a
nati n fails to do this tileytubey lack the exercise
otof that prudent policy which makes the cou-
ntrytt I1alit Te ing

weV talktaikalka about going to the states to pro-
cure1 a ffewe articles which we cannot at pre
ant t prproduceacs but suppose the people of the

should become as infuriateinfuriated as the
Jared itestes or the Neph tes anani lamanalamani es of
old were and should figfightht and slay each other
as they did who wo iidild you get y lur supplies
from who would grow or manufacture cot-
ton for you or supply you with mill sawsbaws
scythesscythe axes cotton or woolwooiwool01 cards steel or
silks and satinsgatins we have to supply
ourselves or go without think of these
things and realize that the lord has tak n
peace from the earth aridpridnd Is sumsufsufferingfiering the
wicked to slay the wicked and hatthat the pro
phet brighambhain has this dy LI wn trum-
pet andand warnedwarn d ts to prepare to supply ouroui
own wants but saysbayssav s a brotherbrothenbrother I1 wantwa nt to
follow that business I1 can make the most at
I1 would manufacture combscomb but I1 can make
more by raising wheat suppose all the
tradesmen in the country should do the same
what would you do no blacksmithsblack car-
penters tanners or shoeshoemakersmakersmakere but all farm-
ers and farming without plows hoesboes and
goingoing baraf ot would soon bebe the inevitable
result
11

of this policy we must all act our
part and act it prudently aridand wisely

I1 wished to add my testimony to the thinthinsthings9
you have listened tojo mayalay the blessings of
god restresi upon us andalid give linto us wisdom
and ability to contribute our aid to make the
people of zion selfseif sustaining amen
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and sisters I1 have been called
upon and requested to occupy a portion of the
time this morning and I1 can trultrulyy say that I1
always take leasurepe asure when I1 hhavehavaave an oppor-
tunity to bear my testimony of the work of
he lord in which we are en aged I1 hope
that what little time I1 may speak that I1 may

1

be blessed with the spirit of the lord that I1
may speak of such things aswillas will be edifying
to you f r there is cutacertainlyihly not much adva
tagerage in taltai kil glo10 the people for the sake of
occupying the time unless it will be beneficial
to us

I1 know that it Isig our deityalty in this church
and kingkingdomdem to live in such a manner that we
may feel interested in the th of the kiking-
dom

ing
of our god I1 reflect a greatgeat deal upon

thehe blessings which we arearc enjoying here itin
the valleys of the mountains and I1 often
think thattout I1 do not atilyfillyanfn ly prize the blessings
the lord hasbasa imparted unto me when I1 bbringbrinzring
these thingsthins to bear upon my mind I1 rearealizerzelizel
to a great extent the necessity of prizing the
gifts otof the holy spirit bestowed uuponpon me
and the same duty devolves upon all the saints
of god ifIE we can be made to rightly value
the gifts which the almighty bestowsbestons upon u
we shall certainly not do any thing that is
wrong we shall not walk where wee oughtight not
to walk but we shall be devoted to the build-
ingt uptip oiof the kingdom of curour god if our

beyeseyes were opened to see things as they are
we0 should I1liveive and act as men of god whenwilen
my m nndd is quickquickenedmed by the holy spirit to
hyrnbyrnccomprehendeh e d the things of god I1 feel veveryry
thaithatthankfulnrifal for the light and intelligence b-i be-
stowed upon me by the almighty I1 feel
satisfied that our president and leader would
not be inspired to reprove and correct us as a
peopleleople as he is often moved upon to do itif we
werecere living to our we should not helie

exhorted to turn from the course that we- are

inin to some other if we were all dolndoindoing just
right but I1 can say truly brethren and sis-
ters that we are a blessed popiep opleopie yesyea we are
blessed above all other people upon the earth
we have the kingdom of god here with us
we live in a dispensation and generation inin
which theth kingdom has been built up and it
will be permanently established never more
to be thrown down iniii ghisfills dispensation
the lord has anointed men to preach
the gospel to every creature in every other
dispensation the powerspow of darkness have in a
great measure overcome the kingdom of god
or inin other wordsworda have hadbad dominion so much
so that the kingkingdomdorndoin could not live but a little
while it could not grow and spread itself
upon thethe earth and fina ly that power which
wasaa acting through the agency of the children
of men even the holy priesthood was taken
home to god and it has remained there from
generation to generation and the worlcoillI1 haveeave I1

been without these blessi gsga for manyirany iihun-
dreds

un
001 years3 ears this haslias been the difficulty

ever sincebince the creation of the wordworld even
when christ came and established the gospel
upon the earth it was here but a little season
before the devil the archenemyarch enemy of0 the klikii g
dom of god overcame those who held the
priesthood soFO that the priesthood andarld author-
ity of the kingdom was t ken from the earth
and the church went inin 0 the wilderness
leaving the people without any inspired inarimen
to say this isis the way walk ye inin it from
that time until tiietileU e introduction ofce th fonssu n sa
ot0 the gospel by the prophet joseph in our
own dadayaay and age of the world there has
been no veterdeterpeter or philip nor any other man to
teach the people the way of life and salvation
but they havebavelalhal e bad to livein e by the best lawlaws orlof
morall y which they knew hence the di ision
and contention that las existed in the sectar-
ian sordsoravora

but we have had the privilege 0of living in
the dispensation in which the lord has pro-
mised that he won d establish his kingdom
and perfect it ready for the appearance of the
great Bridebridegroom0 room

1ahI h s isis the privilege that we enjoy as latter
day saintssainta whenmen the time had come ac-
cording to the decree of the almightyAl might an
argel visited the earth andalid committedcommuted ththee
priesthood to joseph Ssithi ith an 1 0 iverner cocow-
dery and gave them inastriinstruction and a pro-
mise that they should be inspired to lay it
before the people we have embraced thisthia
gospel and the spirit of god enlightens our
minds so that we comprehend by the inspira-
tion of the almighty those principles that are
necessary for our present and eterna salva-
tion and by receiving the principles of he1 fe in
our minds we were led to come to the valleys
of the mou bains we can all now compre-
hend that this is thatho church anian 1kingdom of
our god that hebe has established to remain for
ever therefore instead of being given up to
those evil print aples and es that rereign1 I agn

in thehe hearts of the children of men we are
WwalkingI1 kiing in the path of life atai d those tntri tlta a
are now uppermost in our minds we are
constantly striving to spread abroad this
truth tha the hearts of the children of men
may be inspired to take hoahod and help this
kinkingdomfilom to take root and spread abroad until
it shall ent rely overcome that pow r which
has alwaybinsinsm past agesarg oveovercomereome the L kingdomegdom
of god it is a blessing to us to the whole
housebouse of israel and to the gentile nations it
is a blessing that the world never before have
enjoyel1 it is true that other dispensationdispensations3
itliaeilaeavease hadbadad their prophets and apostles but they
never enjoyed the privilegee thatthai we do of
havinghasinghainbain the kingdom of gojgosgod continue upon the
earth un il it triumphs over all other kinking-
doms

9
uponuron the facefaze of0 the e rth and standoor

ever formeformen apostles and prophetsprophta had the
unpleasant reflection that the church which

uplip would fallaw ayarbe overcomeover cometome
by the power of the devil and wicked men
and that when they passed off the earth and
went behind the allaliail they would have to take
the priesthood anh them because there would
be none living w nilyaily to receive it fromfro under
their hands they will be crowned with the
savior according to the p or but iliin their
lifetime they never had the opportunitytuntur ity of
planting on theth earth a kingdom that rshouldhould
remain gitil jesus should reign as kinking

7
of

kings gadand lord of lords lucifer has gagainedined
possession of the earth by thehe
children of men iutbuthut it roesdoesoes not belong to
himhin a thorthoughgh heirastrasnas had it saes sionslon of it for
a great many generations I1 r joicejolcejoiceolce that the
ddayY is dawning when the principles of right-
eousness and truth will bear rule and bring
forth fruit until the kingdom and the
dominion shall be given to thetile saints of the
most high and hethe kingkingdomsborns of this world
become the kingdom of our god and his christ

the very idea otof our becoming workerscoworkersco
with jesus christ ought to inspire every one
of us with a determination to aid all we can
in thethe dissemination of those great and glori-
ous

I1

lisils principles that are calculated to exalt the
Ghuman family from their low and degraded
POsItpositionslonilony to the favor of god angelsangela and
men this is13 the way 1I feel in relation to

the church and kingdom of which we are
members

chesoabeso blessings are above the timings of
the riches and ccomforticomeom fortsforta of life that we are all
seeking after they are far more valuable and
more lasting than any 0 her blblessingsingBing in thih a9
life man may hhaveave earthly wealth aandanir a
bonorhonor but his life is not his own he hahass notdot12 0t
the power to prolong his life one day and
when he dies hisbis honor his wealth and all
that he possesses in this life passes away
ilehe receives nothing in this world of riches or
honor that he can carry with hithim and except
he stores hhs9 with knowledge and obeobosa
the falness of the gospel he cannot have methe
bes sings of a clear conscience and the com-
forts of the holy ahot the rich man the
rulers of the land the kings and potentates of
thehe earth no matter what they possess when

they die they can take nothing with them
ttyititheyhey camea intointo the world naked and they go
into ll11theeispiritrit world as poor as the poor man
who lives and dies in rags then all their
actsacta of greatness and affluence sink into ob-
livion but stil the lord may holdhoid the kingkings
rulers and potentates of the earth responsible
for their official acts

when an apostle or president bishop or any
man holding the priesthood officiates ilehe ad-
ministersmini stera by the authority of the lord jesusjesua
christ then that priesthood has effect and alailali
the bless ings that a servant of god bestowsbestosa
upon the children of men will take efferteffect both
iulu this life and in that which is to come if I1
have a blessing given to me by the boly p iestlest
hhoodgod or itie I1 receive a blessinblessing arman m a pa-
triarch those gifts and blessingsr will reach
into e othotherer world and if I1 aamm true to roar
covcorf nantsTants through alisthis life I1 can claim every
blessing that has benbeenten conferred uiu on me btlre
cause that authority by which they were con-
ferred is ordained of god and it is that by
which the bonssons otof the most high administer
unto the childrendb ildrenlidren of men the ordinances cl
life and salvation and those official acts will
have their effect ulonuj on those persons b yond
the grave as well as iin this life these ariaartaar
the true riches they are riches that will lastlaet
to all eternity and we have power through
these bless dg P conferred by the gospelsgospeltopelopeio
receive our bodies again and to preserve our
identity in eternity yes w e can claim thisthia
by virtue 0off tthe holy friesth oilod but it is not
so in the world there is not a priest in the
world that has administered ne of the ordi-
nances of the gospel since the priesthood waa
taken away because properly speaking there
can tohe no ordinance of the gospel administer-
ed without the authority of the priesthood
hence I1 sayay that from be time the priestpriesthoodhoohgo
was taktakenn from the earth until joseph received
it aagain1 ainaln from the angel of the lord there waswar
no gospel ordinances legally administered I1
admit however all men wi I1 be rewarded
according to the deeds done in the body andard
theytley wi j be judged according to the lightight
which wawaswags given to them this will be the
condition of all who are not called arldand ordain-
ed of god notwithstanding they may ilaha
administered what theyhey believe to be the ordi-
nances of the gospel yet their administra-
tions mill bavehave no effeteidet beyond the vail

when we bring thisthia subject home and con-
sider th difference between the blessings ctcf
the goseergospel as reveTeverevealedaled iriin its falnessful and puri-
tyiy andanti beingeing shut out from the light of beavbear
en from the revelationslevelationatlona of the almighty
from the of angels and fiolafroin
the vovoi ce of god mew e ought to prize our pr v
beges and b elsinga as saints far more than
we have done heretofore mankind in all
ages search for happiness they desire social
and domestic peace and when they think afpft
the vast future they desire to participate ja
the blessings that are spoken of as pertaining
to that t tate of existence but they know not
how to obtain them except a servant of god
comes along and points out thehe way cenceh 2tife
weive have the way open before us and the gift
of eternal life which is gift 1

is19 prom sedbed unto us on condition that we wiltwin
c i tin u e in weiwellwesl doindolndoing buttut we can attain to
that h no otherother means than strict obe-
dience to the commandments of god

I1 refer to these things brethren and sisters
because I1 think we do not antly prina
the great responsibility that we are undertinder to
god and to this generation it jas indeed a
great responsibilityclity wh ebchineahe lord lays upon
a man when he cals him to the milmh astry and
sends him to declare to the people that hebe is
commissioned to preach the gospel and ad-
minister the 0financesodindin ances bychichby which they can be
saved secure a part in the first resurrection
and inherit thrones and dominions in the pres-
ence of gogolgoiI1 and the lamb we have re-
ceived tha gospel and many of the eiderselders
have gone forth having been called of god asai
was aaron ada d they have offeredered tl 6 tru it
to the nations of the earth a few 11haveave rre-
ceived the moeme but the vvastast majorimajorityty
have radrejectedacted it and they are condemned
the LYlord told oliver cowdery that if he la-
bored in the vineyard and broubronbrongbroughtglitht in but oneon
soulboul hlahig reward should be gret theuthell collcoil
biderolder howbow greetgreat our lewardrewardlewleairdard will be whenadilen iba
geogeeto haddhanchundredsreds andanid thousandthousands ggathering 1into0


