water.”’ Page 885. ‘“And they did
travel to an exceeding great distance,

insomuch that they ecame to large  noted loeallties for lakes, rivers,

bodies of water and many rivers.
Yen and even they did spread forth
into ali parts of the land.’? Page 433.
“And it came to pass that they did
multiply and spread, and did ge
forth from the land southward to the
land northward, and did sprend in-
8omuch that they began to cover
the face of the whole earth, from the
“cn gouth (Atlantic, south of Cape
Horu) to the sea mnorth (Arctie,
north of North America), from the
Ben west (Pacifie) to the sen east
(Atlantle), Page 434.

They not only traveled by land,
but they also used shipe in their
migrating.

“And it cnme to that Hagoth,
he being an uxcee(ilng curious man,
therefore he went forth and built an
Exceeding Inrge ship on the borders
of the land Bountiful, by the land

esolation, and launehed it forth
into the west sen, by the narrow
Deck which led into the land north-
ward {North America).

**A nd behold, there were many of
the Nephites who did enter therein
and did sail forth with mueh pro-
Visions, and also many women and
ehildren; and they took their course
Dorthward. And in the thirty and
eighth year this mnn built “other
ships. And the first ship did return,
and many more people did enter
Into it,» “Page 427.

The lands first inhabited hy the
Nephites ns permanent settloments
r“'el‘e near the Isthmus of Panama.
This locality Is often referred to ns
‘e narrow neck of land.” From
thence they spread into all parts
f"lﬂng the coasts and also inland.
Fhe river 8idon, which “ran by the
la_nd Zarahemla,” has heen recog-
Dized by Prof. DIratt, as the Magda-
leng,

Frequent mention is made also of
tl_leir location in the viclnlty of
Tivors, and large bodles of water,
forming another identification of
Annlogles betwcen the geography of
the country and the record, Alma
L 29, ete.

In their southern settlementa they
Would meet with the copious hydro-
Braphy of the Andes in Chili and
Peru, The great rivers Amazon,
OII'inoco, and Rlo de la Plata alone,
With thelr numerous tribularies
Would be sufficient to justify the
Feference as to rivers; while the
large bodies of water referred to by

n8 being met with on the
North American coast will be ex-
Plalned by the great gulfs, bays and
Brms of the Pacifle which indent it.

Ormon, when he spake of “A land
of many wator, rivers,, and fount-
8ue” (page 660) referred to the
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| present State of New York—tthe
| Iand, of Cumorgh?*—one of the most

| waterfalls, ete.

The citics of Zarnhemla and Ne-
phi were eapitals of the countries
bearing, regpectively, these names.
Pages 875, 405. ““And the land of
Nephidid run in a straight course

fromm the east sen to the west.”
I’nge 383. These cities were about]
twenty-two day’s journey apart.|
See note ¢, page 218. A good part
of this dpace was n desert; the scene
of pumercus sanpuinary conflicts,
and other eventa of pgreat interest
and historieal importance.

Bouth America was called Lehi;
because Lehl landed there. North
America was called Mulek, because
that was the country he first landed
upon. Page 445. Mulek was an
ancestor of Znrahemla, and prob-
ably the founder of that numerous
people; for we read:

“The land nporth wns ealled
Mulek, which was after the son of
Zedekiah; for the Lord did brin
Mulek into the land north and Leh
into the land south.’”? Page 445,

A nother section of eountry north
of the Isthmus, occupied by the
Nephites, was called Desolation.
Page 582, note h. A large eity of
that nnme wae iis capital. Page
553, vernes 5, 7. This is the locality
where the people of Zarahemln dls-
covered the ruins and remains of
the extinet Jarelites. Page 308,
verse 30. It was also the place
where the Mulek colony, afterwards
called the poople of Zarnhemin, first
Innded.

The Nephiltes took advantage of
thelr posltion on this narrow neck
of land, by spreading out, from the
enst sen to the west, and fortifylng
the passes; thereby preventing their
mortal enemies, the Lamanites,from
penetrating into the country north-
ward.

Thue in the races which are de-
clared by the Book of Mormon
writers to have inhabited the west-
ern coast of Ameriea, in the earliest
and subsequent periods, we dis-
cover those characteristics, circum-
stances, and doings, whose signs
and mementoes still remain upon
the face of the land. We are told of
races, sufficiently mixed, to account
for the strange variety and incon-
gruity of the remains; and at the
same time, so distinet in their origin
and peculiar natlonnlitiee as to be
eaglly sepnrated, and their deriva-
tion assigned.

Thus, the Jaredites, the most an-
cient settlers, have attested their

presence by the most perfect and

199

indelible marks, both of their great
antiquity, and of their oriental de-
rivation.

Then the presence of more medern
peoples is incontestably established.
The inspired records declare they
were Ieraelites, from Jerusalem. A
thousand signs and symbols remain
upon the face of the land, and exist
in collections of scientiflo and arch-
wological curiosities, proving the
regiaters to be true. '

The only people inhabiting those
regions now, and whose history haa
been written, are the Incas; and
their history dates no further back
than the Ilncursion and conqguest by
the Bpanish, in the early part of the
16th century. Nothing has been
written of thelr ancestors; and all
that Is known relating to pre-
Tncarial times is derived from the
outrageously fabulous traditions of
the Indians.

The social economy and natlonal
government of the Incas, or aneient
Peruviang, was decidedly theocratic
and Mosaic In eharacter. This s
clear, by thelr uniting under one
and the snme head, both their secu-
lar and religious affnirs. The Inca
—the representative of the Deity, or
sun, nd9 the name implice—was at
the head of the Prieshthoed, and
presided at sll the principal religious
festivals, He made laws for the
social government of his subjects,
and imposed taxes; he was thesource
of all dignity, authority and power.
QGreat respect was shown for helrs,
and ancestral branches of the royal
line; all of whom shared, with the
ruling monarch, the sacrel name of
Inca. Blasphemy agalnst the sun
was punished wlith death; as were
also theft, adultery and murder.

The empire was divided, like the
tribes of Israel, into equnl divisions
and subdivisons. First, into four
grand divisions; then into depart-
ments of 10,000 inhabitants; then
into various numbers, the lenst of
which wns ten. The revenue and
apportionment of the land was de-
eidedly Israclitish. There was no
money used among them. They
were n mce of workers; but they
wrought as the members of one
funiily.

The soil was divided among the
people; the apportionment being
regulated according to the numbers
in the family. ‘The division was
revised every year. The territory
was separnted into three parts, and
wns cultlvated by the common peo-
ple. Religion, or the sun, embrac-
ing the costly ceremonial, and a
numerous and illustrious Priesthood,
were first provided for. The pro-



