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A writer la the Jem CH, 2Tm
mentloai iomi vsry commoQ , error
which he would be pleased to se Hs-card- ed.

First, tie sajs, I would notice
the iuj proper use io often made ef the
participiw mistaken I have oftea heard
lawyer, when contesting a tecanlctlUjr
lu optfn curt, ay k the opposing coun-"I'- m

are mu(akent sir." And I
have known uiore than one eloquent
pa4ge lu a wrmoa marred by a auogle

-- xpridiiou. But two or three Sunday
ago, u nil ulster, In the coare of an ad-
mirable apostrophe, addressed to the
irreligious man, remarked, "How much
he la mistaken, he will finally team to
his sorrow!" When this simple yet
significant word U used In thia con-nectio- u,

the meaning really oonveyed
is precisely the opposite to that which
tho speaker i a tend. To say ou are
mliU&eu," implies that I have misun-dersto- o

1 you, or failed to take the pre-
cise purport of your word or actions,
and therefore that I am in error, and
not you. The simple substitution of

have" for "are," or the contraction of
the three word into two. Tlx; Mxou
mistake," would render the statement
correct and clear.

The pleasant meeting of two acqualntaucta often occasions the remark, "I
am giaa to nave met," instead "I am
glad to meet you." The inaccuracy of
the 11 rat constat In the Improper Join
lag of au infinitive having a present
signification with met, a preterit. The
sentence 1 aUnoet directly from the
French, viz: Je &uU enchante dCavoir
te p'aisir de vous voir, which, literally
trauslated, is I am glad to have the
pleasure of meeting you. roir. to
have, is here in the present tenia in
agreement with"! am glad"and "meet-
ing," while in the erroneous rendering.to nave met," there l an apparent
elimination or the euhject of avotr, "the
pleasure," aud the preterit "met" Is
joined on, giving to the whole verbal
form the character of a breterit Infinite.
A Frenchman would call this un utageterrioie or gooti French.

A gentleman or lady having commit
ted, in company, some"llght error of
etiquette, apologizes, and u told In re
turn, "lou are very excusable; it is
nothing." Certainly "You are excused"
would he mure in accordance with pre-
cise language, and not so likely to pre-sent the anuuiaJy seen ia."very excusa-
ble." A perta of dellcste discernment
might justly object to'the real significa-
tion of this phrase, if he did not appre-ciate the tone indicated and sentiment
seriously felt by the one to whom his
apology haa been offered.

You are "very excusable," without
any forced construction, may implyone's incapacity for good manners, or
his lack of culture In the amenities of
social life.

"Illy" for "ill" la mad, use of by- many writers as well as speakers, who
would be shocked did one venture any
remarks calculated to throw a shade of
doubt on their intelligence or educa
tion. The terminal y in this case is but
implicating the adverbial character
of the word, and we could, with as
mucn DroDrtatv. mnmnd It tn "wall
and speak of a thing as welly done."

The employment of "who" for.
"whom" is widespread, via. V Who do
you vote for?" " Who would you advise
ma to oonult? Who doee tola belongto?" etc. In all such caaea the relative
pronoun, although it begins the sen
tence, la the object of the predicate, and
therefore should take the objectiveform "whom." This Is so clear that
scarcely any comment la accessary.I recently heard an anecdote of a very
wealthy merchant of New York whohas in his countlnar room a. aafa in
which are kept the most valuable pa--1

pr reiaungto nia easiness, and or
which he keeps the key. The lock la
one of those ingenious "combination"
affairs which may be set to any partlcu- -

ly In accordance with that combination
of letters which forma the word. Hav-
ing locked the safe as usual one eveningbefore going home, h-W-

as too ill the
next day to venture to bis store. Some
important business required the produc-
tion, of eertaio document) tdepodted tn
the safe, and the dale clerk called odthe merchant and naked him what was
the word which would enable him to
open it. He was told that it was "boots."
The clerk tried it but the safe would
not open. He then tried several waysof spelling "boots," such as "bnteJ
"booita," "boutee," "bewta," "Ad., un
tit becoming wearyj with his bootless
etfortrhehastned to his ptinelpal and
told him he could not open the safe.and
asked how he spelled "boots." MWbv,
you dunce, to be sure." Igarb.- - . j j

Vegetable ! Fktsiouxjt. 11. p.Bert has addressed a paper to the 'Acad-
emy of Bdeoces on the Influence of lighton the sensitive plant Mimosa inga).The experimental method adopted byhim consisted i in placing thai plantsunder shades of colored glass. One was
black, anotbef whiter the remainder
blue, greeu, yellow, and red. On the

. lxth of October, 18tki he put a certain
number of these plants under these
shades; the former had all been reared
ftoul .the same seed, and at the Same
Lime, ud were a nearly as possible ofthe same height and vigor. The ex-
periment waa etltcted in the hot-hou- se

of the Academy of MedicineTlA few
houra alter. ttxe commencement 'of the

I trtaJ tbefeeeaaslTealreadyWesented
. dliTerent ppeexil3: iThndeTthe

freen, yellow; and red shades tiad theirfbot-stalk- a and foUidea erects thosetinder the blue and violet or...
eontrary, had their foot-stalk-s' i nfearw
fcl10? adtheirfoUlclea
(The JTo.have their leavaSnlhu
to those of theaeacla th.t i. tt JTrr
Jbut a great deal smaller). On thelfiS!'
the plants under the hS

gg& UfSSSSthe were either?At tnelattedate, theunderiSn
q lM"BlDl: thT died,on the lSth. Meanwhile thetondec the other shades wVre SSSLyve aad impressionable, bat there was

wiem. xnose nnaer the&?ulMnSto fthosTJKS
those nader the

or7erl'omewht Wdeveioped
JZlX 'J theyffi

stationary. Oq the 2Sththe vigorous plantj oratha whltaSff Wr!rv? tran,frad to sWnoae.k Cth of Kovsmber they had very
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merits.
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