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REPORTED EY DAVID W. EVANS.

I wiLL call the attention of the
congregation to a few verses'in the
25¢th ehapter of 8t. Matthew.. [The
speaker read the first thirteen vers-
¢s; also the fourth, fifth, sixth,
seventh and eighth paragraphs of
the fourteenth sectionof the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants. ]

This revelation, 'a portion of
which I have been reading, treats
in a measure upon tbe subject of
the parable that Jesusspoke, name-
ly the ten virgins; both refer to his
gecond coming and te his work in
the latter days. In noage or dis-
pensation can a man be called to a
oreater calling than to administer
in the ordinances of the house of
God; and nothing but the power of
God and the inspiratien of the Al-

“mighty can sustain and uphold any
man, no matter what age he may
live'in, who is called of God to de-
clare the words of life and salva-
tion and to preach repentance to anm
unbelieving generation, This may
perhaps sound strangely in the ears
of many people, but the inhabi-
tants of the earth, both Jew and

_ Gentile, should remember that the
Lord God Almighty himself, his
Son Jesus Christ,and his gospel and

.- work have been very unpopular_in

w1

~human family

" every age of the world among the
., hosts of men. No more unpopular

doctrine was ever presented to the
than the doctrine of
life and salvation. I do not carein
what age of the world a pro-

hiet, apostle or in<pired man bas
Eeen raised up to declare the com-
mands of God, he has had to con-
tend with the prejudices of the in-
habitants of the earth. Itisso in
our day, and it was so in. the days
of Jesus Christ, 'When he came to
the Jews, his own father's house,
the house ef Israel, as the great
.shiloh of Judah, and the saviour of
the world, a . more unpopular man
than he never dwelt in Judea or

«, Jerusalem from the day of bisbirth | to.day, who believes in the literal

to the day of his death, when he
gave up the ghost on the cross and
went home to glory as a martyr fer
the word of God and the testimony
which he bore. And this'is why
I say that when any man, in ‘any
age of the world, is ealled of God
to declare the words of life, he has
to contend with the traditions of
ages‘that rest upon the minds of
the inhabitants of the earth. v

The parable of the ten virgins is
intended to represent the second
coming of the Sen of man,the com-

ing of the Bridegroom to meet the{

bride, the church, the
in the last days; and I expec
the Saviour was ‘about right when
he said, in reference to the mem-
bers of the chureh, that five of
them were wise and five were fool-
iah; for when the. Lord of heaven
comes in power and great ‘glory to
reward every man according to the
deeds done in the bodyyif he finds
one half of those professing to be
members of his church prepared
for salvation, it will be as many as
can be expected judging by the
course that many are pursaing.

amb’s wife,

Spirit of the Lord to answer my

+own mind, to say a few words on:
breth- ¢

the present oecasion to .my bi
ren, and’ sisters, the Latter-day
Saints, those who have taken upon
thém the name of Christ. We ive

in one of the most important dis<:

pensations #hat. God ever gave to
man, namely the great and last dis-
pensation of the fulness of times,
the dispensation of all dispensa-
tions, and the ohe in which the
whole flodd of prophecy in the holy
Bible will be fulfilled, for most all
of the prophecies contained in that
sacred volume, from Adam to John
the Revelator, point to the. great
work of Geod in the Jast days,the
days in which the God of heaven
would set up a kingdom thatshould
becan everlasting kingdom and to
whose dominion there should bé no
ehd, and the om and the
greatness of the' kingdom under
the whole heavens should be given
into the hands of the Saints of the
Most High God, and they are to
possess it for ever and ever. I wish
to have the Latter-day Saints un-
derstand their appointment, posi-
tion and responsibility before the
(God of heaven, and their responsi-
bilities to both Jew and Gentile,

t that

| Christ. The people’ealled M
I wish,if L can get enough of the g people’talted ' Miller-

living and dead, on this and the
other gide of the vail. o
. The Lord never has built up his
kingdom in any age of the world
except by ealling upon his servants
and laboring through the taberna-
cles of men on the earth; but this
he has done in a great. many ages
and dispensations. And whenever
the Lord has bad an apostle, pro-
Ehat or inspired man. on the earth |

e has had power to administer in
the ordinances of the house of God,
and he has Iabored for the advance-
ment of the kingdom of God upon
the earth, whether he has had few |
or many  followers. As it was in
the days of Noah and Lot se shall
it be in the days of the coming of
the Son of Map.  We live in the
day when God has set his hand to
establish that gieat kingdom that |
Daniel saw. We live in the day
when the angel of God has deliv-
ered the everlasting gospel in ful-
filment of the revelations of iSt.
John, when he says—‘I saw an-
other angel flying theugh the midst
of heaven having the everlastin
gospel to ch to them who dwel
on the earth, to every nation, kin- |
dred, tongue and people under the
whole heavens, saying with a loud
voice ‘Fear God and give glory to
him, for the hour of his judgment|
is COXRe2T0 3 rorva -

There mever was a generation of
the inhabitants of the earth in any
age of the world who had greater
events -awaiting them fthan the

resent. As I beforeremarked, the |

ulfilment of this whole volume of
revelation points to our day. The
building up of the kingdem of God,
the building up of the Zion of God
in the mountains of Israel, thel|
erection of a standard for the Gen-
tiles to flee unto, the warning of
the nations of the earth to prepare
them for the great judgments of
our God, the building up of the |
church, the sanctifying of the peo-
ple, the building of temples to the
Most High God, that his servants
may enter therein and become sa-
viours on Mount Zion, redeeming
both the living and the dead, all
these things are to be performed in
our day. And an age fraught with
greater interest to the children of
men than the one in which we live
rever dawned since the creation of
the world.

- Where is the man, priest or peo-
ple, in the whole sectarian world

|

fulfilment of the revelations of God
contained in the Bible? If there
is one I should like to see and con-
verse with him. The whole Chris-

is shut. But open the Bible and
read the declarations econtained
therein concerning
sation of the fulness of times, and

them? You can not find one, and
it requires faith even among the
Latter-day Saints to believe the
revelations: of God and to prepare
themselves for those things which
await the world.

The fig trees are’ leaving, the
summer is nigh, the signs of heav-
en and earth all indicate the second
‘coming of the Lord Jesus Christ,
but who are reallylooking and pre-
| paring for the€oming of the great
| Bridegroom? 'I'do not know that
any people on the earth, except the
Latter-day Saints, are looking for
this great event., There may be
exceptions, there may be men who
believe in the second coming of

'|

ites believe in the second coming
of the Saviour, and they have set a

il ‘'many days whén it should
take place. But he did not come,
and he never will come until the

tian world profess to believe the |eighteen hundred
Bible, and perhaps they do when it | raised up a proph

the last diﬂpen-L

we faith in Joseph Smith, who, by 11,':ht'f-“.|i’ in

the uid of the Urim and Thum-
mim, translatei the Book ef Mor-
mon, giving a record of the ancient
inhabitants of this country, and
through whom the Lord gave the
revelations contained in the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants? If we
have faith in these things, then we
certainly should prepare ourselves
for the fulfilment of them. I con-
sider that as a people and as elders
of Israel we cecupy one of the most
important positions ever occupied
on the face of the earth by those
who have been called to work for
the Lord. We have received our
appointment for this work, and we
should prepare ourselves to perform
the duties devolving upon us in
connection with it. Truth is one
of the attributes of the Lord, and
he never makes a declaration but
what is certain and true. And, as
one of the apostles says, ‘““There is
no prophecy of any private inter-
pretation, but holy men of old
spake as they were moved upon by
the Holy Ghost;” therefore what
they said is true, and their prophe-
cies will have their fulfilment, No
man can point to any of the reve-|
lations of God in the old prophets
concerning events up to our day,
but what have had their fulfilment.
Everything that Jesus Christ spake
concerning Judea and Jerusalem
has had its fulfilment to the very
Jetter. The temple at Jerusalem
was overthrown until not ene store
was left upon another, and the
Jews have been scattered and trod- |
den under the foot of the Gentiles
now for eighteen hundred years,
and so they will remain until the

r

!

| ealled

regard to the mountains of Israel,
and the great company gathering up there-
to, with regard to the lifting up of a stan-
dard therein, and the building of cities
and the temple of God in their midst.
All these things would have fallen unful-
filled if we had not come t¢ these moun-
tains and fulfilled them. And so with
many other prophecies. We have been
her to perform the work of
the Lord, and now the Lord looks to us
to fulfil our covenants and his com-
mandments. If we do this he made
great promiges unto ue, The Lord has
given {he holy priesthood unto the elders
of Israel, and he requires at our hands to
fulfil all these revelations and command-
mente; and in regard to the parable which
[ bave read, I, as an individuoal, feel that
it is necessary for me, and I may say that
it is necessary for the whole people, to
have oil in our lnmg if we u[;nct to see
and comprekend the things of the king-.
dom of God.

and a holy le from among the weak
things of the world, in fulfilment of his
revelations; and we have been command-
ed to go ferth and bear record of these
things, and we have done it. We should
have been condemned and the curse of
God would have rested u us if we bad
not, because the full set e has come to
build up and favor Zion, to build up the

| kingdom of God, to warn the world and

prepare them for the judgments of the
Almighty. The Millennium is dawning
upon the world, we are at the end of the
eixth thousand year, and the t day of
rest, the Millennium of which the Lord
has spoken, will soon dawn and the Sa-

reign over his on the earth one
thousand years. he Lord has a great
work abead and he is preparing a people
te do it before his coming. Now the ques-
tion arises here, brethren and sisters, are
we prepared in our hearts? Do we realize
these things? As a people do we realize
our responeibilities before the Lord? The
Lord has raised up a kingdom of priests
here in the last days to establish hischurch

times ot the Gentiles are fulfilled,
and that is pretty near,

And, as | the second coming of

and kingdom, and to prepare the way for
t.ga n of Man, and

the Lord has told us in these reve- | the God of heaven has put inte the hands

lations, we are called upon to warn
the world. =~

We have been laboring now for forty-
five years in preaching the gospel of Christ
throughout the Geutlle nations. We say
Gentiles, because the gospel goes to the
Gentiles first, that the first may be last
and the last first. Anciently the Jews
were first in having the gospel sent unto
them, but they rejected Ft and they were
broken off through unbelief, and hence
the gospel tiirned to the Gentiles; and, as

of his servants the keys of the kingdom,
and he hassaid—**Whatever I have decreed
in these my servante shall be fulfilled, for
to them is given power,to bind and to seal
both on the earth and in heaven, against
the dayv of the wrath of Almights God,
which is to be peured eut upon the world.”

I think, many times, that we, as elders
of Israel and as Latter-day Saints, come
far short of realizing our position before
the Lord. The work required at our
hands is great and mighty; it is the work

Paul says—“Ye Gentiles, take heed and
fear, lest ye fall through the same exam-
ple of unbelief, for if God spared not the
natural branches, take heed also lest he
spare not ye.” The Gentiles are fallen
through the same example of unbelief as
did the Jews. Tney have put to death
every prophet, aposile and inspired man
since the days of Jesus Christ, and the
cliureh went into the wilderness, and the
face of a prophet, apostle or inspired man,
called uf God to administer the ordinances
ol the goepel, bad not been seen for some
ears, until the Lord
in the day and age in
which we live. Therefore the gospel
brought forth in the last days has to go
to the Gentiles first. |
Sometimes our neighbors and friends
think hard of us because we call them

where is the man who believes | Gentiles; but, bless your souls, we are

all Gentilee. The Latter-day Saints are
all Gentiles in a national capacity. The
gospel came to us among the Gentiles.
We are not Jews, and the Gentile nations
have got to hear the gospel first. The
whole Christian world have got to hear the
gospel, and when they reject it the law
will be bound and the testimony sealed
and it will turn to the house of Israel. U
to the present day we have been called to
preach the gospel to the Gentiles, and we
bhave had to do it. TFor the last time we
have been warning the * orld, and we have
been engaged in thut work for forty-five
years.

When Joseph Smith was called of God
it required faith, inspiration and the pow
er of the Almighty to rest upon him to

of Almighty God. e are held responsi-
ble for presenting the gospel of Christ to
all the nations of the earth, to warn the
Gentiles, to prepare for the return cf the
lost ten tribes of Israel and for ca
the gospel to the whole twelve tribes of
Isra We are held responsible for all
this and for building tem to the Most
b, wherein we can enter and attend to
o ces for the salvation of our dead.
There are fifty thousand million spirits
shut up in the spirit world who never saw
the face of a prophet, apostle or inspired
man in their lives. No man bhaving the
authority of God ever declared the words
of life and salvation unto them, and with-
out authority their ministrations are use-
less, for this is what the priesthood is for.
The God of heaven has ordained this from
eternity to eternity. These persors in the
gpirit world died in the flash without the
law, without the gospel, and they are
ghut up in prison. Joseph Smith is
preaching to , and so are thousands
of the elders of Israel who have died
and gone to the other side of the wail.
A. Smith, who dwelt with us until
within the last few days, will take part,
with joy and rejoicing, with his brethren

* | in the great work the other side of the
P | vail.

When I saw tem or twelve thousand

ple met in this tabernacle to pay their
last respects to the body of that man, I
thonght to myself—“How much larger a
congregation surrounds his spirit, in the
gpirit world.” Yes, they number millions
there to where we have units here, and
the servants of God will preach to them
the same as Jesus preached to the epirits

enable him to organize the church and
kingdom of God and to preach the gos

against the traditions of the Christian

wuiid, for they had spiritualized the Bible | flogh that they might receive

until there was not a remuant Jeft in a lit
eral point of view, Hence the inhabitants
of the earth were not looking for the
church and kingdom of God to pe estab-
lished in their midst. Darkness has
vailed upon the earth, and does to-

revelations'of God are fulfilled and
a people are prepared for his com-

Jews are gatheéred home apd have
built their'temple and "rjtj', and
e Grentiles have gone up there to
battle'against thent, “He will'neéver
come until his’saints have built up
ton' and have Tulfilled the revela-
tions'whic¢h have been spoken con-
cerning it. He will never come
until the Gentiles throughout the
whole Christian world 'have been
warned by the‘inspired elders of Is-
rael. They are ‘called to' thrust in"
| _th?i sickle and reéap, for the harvest
is ripe
is referred to in this revelation,
when the Lord commands the el-
ders to go forth and warn the world
for the last time;and call upon the
inhabitants of the earth to repent.’
And what I wish tosay to the el
ders and to the Tatter-day BSaints
is—Have we faith in God and in
his revelations? Have we faith in
our own religion? Have we faith

ing. He will néver come until the | of the sin,

|

—

and the time has come,which |

ia all the nations, and this causes silence
to reign and all eternity is pained becanse
wickedness and abominations
which prevail throughout the whole Chris-
tian or Gentile world, and throughout the

in prisoa, While his body lay three days
and nights in the tomb he went and
preached to the spirits in prison, that they
might be judged according to men in the
part in the
resurrection, aceording to the testimony
which they received. As Isaid before, the
God of heaven requires this at your hands.
They will not baptize anybody in thespir-

J’:;‘ it world; there is no baptism there, #here
2

is no marrying or ng in marriage there:
all these nrdfgr:lndii:i hl%re to be perl'unned
on the earth. Paul says, in referring to
this subject—**Why are ye baptized for
the dead? If the dead rise not why then
are ye baptized fer the dead?’ The Lord

whole Jewish world, for darkness prevails
upon the face of all the earth, and the
Lord is calling upon all the inhabitants
thereof to repent and recelve the gospel,
and when they have done so to gatber out
of Babylon to the place he has appointed
for the dwelling place of his Saints. The
Latter-day Saints heard this gospel amon

the Gentiles wherever they dwelt, in
most every nation under heaven, and b

Yo Zion. We have been Enthared here for
a certain purpose, and that purpose is to
fulfil the revelations of God.

When we left Missouri and Nauvoo,
leaving behind the graves of cur fathers
and children, we were driven by our ene-
mies into this desert, in the expectation
that we should perish, and for nuthlng
but because we believed revelatien an
prophecy and in living prophets and ser-
vantsof God. We thonght it was hard to
be driven from our homes and lands, which
we had bounght of our %m'ernmmt. and
paid the money for; but I will say to the
Latter-day Saints that if we had not come

| buildin

vl men as Ahmhojm, Innc&
J.th‘filgmpﬁl we have been gﬂ-themd out on- | L rﬂpheu: es8Uus an

holds wus responsible for to and

temples, that we may attend
t.herainglo the ordinances necessary for the
(alvation of the dead.

In every dispensation the Lord has had
{hose who were before ordained to do a
certajn work. Weall dwelt in the pres-
ence of God before we came here, and such
Jacob, the an-
cien the apostles re-
ceitetf their appointments before the world
was made, They were e the
foundation of the world to comeé and tab
ernacle here in the fleshand to work for
thecause of God, and this because of their
faith and faithfulness. You can see the
great variety of spirits that have dwelt in
the presence of y from these who are
in the presence of God, down to the dev-
ils. A good many of the hosts of heaven
were cast oat hecause of their wickedness.
Lucifer, son of the morning, and Lhose
who fuﬁuwed after him were cast down to
earth, and they dwell here to this day—a
hundred to every man, woman and child
that hreathes the breath of life. They

in Jesus Christ? - Have we faith in
the words of the prophets? .'IEI:?«V%‘.’}1l

here there certainly would have been a |
flood of prophecy fallen unfulfilled, pro-

dwell here without bodies, only what tab.

Tha Lord has chosen a royal priesthood 1'

viour will come in the clouds of heaven to | L

_—

ernacles they can get into, te rule and pre.
side over.

We are required to build temples in
which to attend to the ordinances of the
house of the Lord, that the prison doon
may be opened, and the prisoners go free,
The world say—*‘“We do not believe In

such stufl.” We know that ectly
well: 1t wae g0 in the days of Noah and
Lot, but the unbeliel of the ple did
not stop the fleod and the fire, neither

will the unbelief of this generation stay
| the band of God one moment. The ap-
gels of God have been waiting in the tem.
ple in heaven for forty-five years to go
forth to reap down the earth. The whesat
and the tares must grow together unti
harvest; the peeple must be warned, the
Salnts gathered out, Zion built up, tem.
ples reared, the living warned, the dead
redeemed, that the skirts of the elders of
Israel may be clean before all men.

Itis by the power of God that tfie elders
bave been sustained in days past and gone,
And [ want tn eay to my brethren—and
what [ say to them I take to myself—we
shonld wake up, we should open onr eyes
to gee, our ears to hear, and we should

our hearts to understand our ap
tment and position before the Lord:
or if, as Latter day Saints, we are going
to stop praying, lose the light of the Ho.
ly Ghost, and turn to the rly ele
ments of the world, the Lord will have to
say to us—*'Get out of my way, my pur-
poses can not be thwarted;"” and he will
raise up somebody else to perform this
work. The Lord has never told any lies
or made any false promises. *““Who am
I,” eaith the Lord, ““that I promise and
do not full? **Who sm 1,” saith the
“that I commeand and am not
obeyed?’ The amount of it is that the
promises of the Lord are yea and amen,
and though the heavens and the earth
paes away his word never will fail of It
fulfilment.

In one paragraph of the revelation which
I read to you this afternoon it says—

““And again, the Lord shall utter his
voice out of heaven, saying, hearken, 0
yenatisns of the earth, and hear the words
of that God who made you. O, ye na
tions of the earth, how often would [
| h:*re'gnthered you togetheras a hen gath-

ereth her chickens under her wings, bul
ye would not? How oft have I called up-
on you by the mouth of my servants, and
by the of angels, and by mige
own voice, and by the voice of thunder
inge, and by the voice of lightnings, and
by the voice of tempests, and by the voice
of earthquakes, and great hailstorms,
and by the voice of famines and pestilen-
ces of every kind, and by the great sound
of a tmmnnd by the voice of judgment
and by voice of mercy all the day
long, and by the vocie of glory and honor,
and the riches of elernal life, and would
have saved you with an everlasting salv-
tion, but ye would not? Behold the day
has come when the cup of the wrath of
mine indignation is full.”

How often has the Lord sent prophels,
as in the days of Noah, Lot, Abraham,
Enoch, Jesus Christ, J h Smith and
Brigham Young? How often have the
elders of Is lifted up their voices b0
the inhabitants of the earth and been re
jected? Willnot these things rise in jud
ment agiinst them? Yea verily they wi
ihe Lord bhas offered the fulness of the
everlasting gospel to the Inhabitants of
the earth to-day, and they refuse to re
ceive it. Brother Pratt, here, myself and
thousands of us have travelled tem thowv
sand miles on foot, without purse o
scrip, earrying our knapsack or valise,and
we have waded swamps, swam rivers, anl

our bread from door to door
reach the gospel to this generation. And

w many have we got to believe it? Two
of a city and one of a family, as the
prophet has said, and we have gatherel
them te Ziow: Nevertheless the warning
volce has gone forth to the world., Bul
what do we see to-day? What do th
Gods, the heavens and all_eternity see
They see & generation of men and wome
making war against God and bis Chris}
making war againts prophets and apostles,
and laboring night and day to overpowe
and annihilate every principle of salvation
and eternal life which God has restored W
the world. And I will here eay, in the
ears of this con tion, that were this
not the dispensation of the fulness of
times, and were it not for the decrees
which the Loid has made in relation to i,
one of which isthat he will set up a k
dom which shall stand for ever, there
not an apostle or Latter-day Saint on the
face of the earth but would haye to sed
his testimony with his blood, as has &k
most every other apostle that ever breatl
ed the breath of life. I eay that were &
not for these things we should all have @
follow our leaders, Jeseph and Hyrum
Smith, who laid down their lives for th
word of God and the testimony o
Jesus Christ. Buat hear it ye Gentik
nations and all ye mnalions of th
earth, the Lord Almighty has set ©
his hand to build up his kingdom on th
earth, and he will not be thwarted. Th
Lord s going to make a short work in the
earth, and he will defend his anointed, hi

his Zion and his people. This¥
thedecree of Almighty God. The eyes ol
all heaven are ever this people, 1hey an
over the earth, over the Gentiles and ovél
the Jews, and the Lord holds in his hands
the destinies of all men. And weare con
manded of God 1o rise up and warn th
nations of the earth; and we call npon th
Latter-day Saints, upon the elders o
lsrael, n the mothers and daughters it
Zion to lay aside their fooleriees and now
sense, and to no longer let their hearts ¥
set upon the fashioss of the world, bul
turn to amnd read the Bible, the Book ®f
Mormon and the revelations of God gived
in these days, and get the Holy Spirit and
walk in the light of the Lord, that yol!
eyes may be opened that yan may see
comprehend vhe position you occupy on
earth, for you are held under great respoi”
gibility for the manner in which y ou do
your dutyand magnify yonrcallings before

#




